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Gootlontln, O, _Lirlnton. 20 /&f’/

~ L
DEear SIR: ¥
I am writing the History of the Colored People in America, From 1620 to 1880 ;
Negroes as Slaves, as Soldiers and as Citizens. 1 would feel myself under many obligations
for any information _";'Gu may be able to give upon the following subjeets:
1. Have voun any documents upon the reconstruction of your State after the war, and
the Provisional Military Government preceding reconstruection ?

2. Have you the printed journal or minutes of the convention that framed the new

constitution of your State, when it came back into the Union ?

3. Can you furnish me with the school reports of your State sinee the war ?

4. Can you furnish me with the minutes of any Colored Church organization—any
statisties as to the number of colored communicants in the Methodist and Baptist Churches ;
number of clergymen ; number of church edifices and their value ?

5. Can you let me have the number of schools, pupils and teachers among the col-
ored people in yvour State?

6. As to the subject of vital statistics, what is your opinion—is the Negro dying out ?

7. As to prison statistics—is the negro generieally a eriminal, or an accidental con-
viet? Give me all the information you can about the prison system in your State, and send
me reports of the superintendent of vour prisons.

8. What progress has the colored people of vour State made in the aceumulation of
eapital?  Are they industrious and frugal: and what amount of tax do they pay upon per-
sonal and real property, and how much do they own ?

9. Do you know of any colored artisans and skilled mechanics, how many of them
and do they merit special mention ?

10.  What was the cause or causes of the exodus in your State, and what was its ex-
tent? and what influences has it had in allaying racial asperities?

LI.  What is the social condition of the Negro in your State, and what is the outlook
for him ?
12, Any documents loaned will be carefully handled and safely returned free of the
cost of expressage, postage, ete., ete.
An early and specific reply will be gratefully received.
Fraternally Yours, )
GEO. W. WILLIAMS.
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