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CAPTAIN JOHN J. WHITNEY.

Of all the brave and good men who have
fallen in the late hattles in Virginia, there
ware none braver or better than Capt, John
J. Whitney, of Company F. 53d Regiment,
Pa. Vol. Originally from Wyoming'eounty,
he came to Dallas, in this county, about the
year 1857, and engaged in the mercantile bus-
iness, where, by his uprightness and affability
he won many warm and ardent friends. At
the breaking out of the rebellion he closed
his business, and in September of 15861, en-
listed as a private in the same company that
he commanded at the time of bis death. Soon
after enlisting he was appointed a Sergeant,
but upon the organization of the regiment he
was detaled for duty in the guartermaster’s
department. In this capacity he won the re-
spect and esteem of the officers and men of
the whole regiment, For nearly one year he
was acting quartermaster of the regiment, and
eould have eontinned in that capacity to the
end of the war, but receiving his commission
a8 Captain, he preferred to join hiz company
and share with them their hardships.

He enlisted from patriotic motives, and in
all the changes in rank and duty through
which he passed, he never forgot them. Im-
pelled by such motives, he was always found
at his post.

During the late battles in Virginia he was
not found wanting., In the grand charge made
by his division (Barlow's, of Hancock's corps),
it was he who first laid his hands upon the rebel
General Stuart, of Johnson's division. For
this act General Haneock presented him with
a sword upon the spot. On the 17th inst.,
while with his regiment supporting a battery,
he was struck in the groin by a grape shot,
from the effects of which he died in three
hours. Thus the army has logt a brave officer,
and society a good citizen, ;

He leaves a wife and ene child to mourn his
death. Bad, indeed, is the thought of their
loss—Dbut what pen can compute the legacy he
has left them. In years to come, when the
history of these trying times shall have been
recorded, with what satisfaction and pride
they can say that my husband or my father
did not desert the old flag, or set up factions
opposition to the government in her trying
hour; but that he gave up the comforts of home,
the society of friends and loved ones, and fin-
ally his life in defence of his country,

H.P. M.

BoraxTow, May 27, 1964,

The above is a duplicate of the original, |
which appeared in one of the county papers | |
during May, 1864. !
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