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THE PALESTINE
EXPLORATION SOCIETY.

- ——

This Society, recently organized afler the pattern of the English

“ Palestine Exploration FFund,” but entirely independent of it, originat-
ed in a call which appeals to our best national feeling. We are invited
to. join hands with men of our own race and language, in a field which we
ourselves were the first in recent times to enter.

In 1838, our countrymen, Dr. Edward Rebinson and Dr. Eli
Smith, opened a new era in Biblical Geography and Archicology, Ten
vears later, the United States Exploring Expedition, under Lieutenant
[wnch, descended ithe Jordan, and made the first really satisfactory
exploration of the Dead Sea. Dr. William # Thomson's ** Land and -
Book,” which appeared in 1858, embodying the ripe results of many”
vears of observation and study in the Holy Land, has become a
classic,

Recent explorations (since 1865), under the auspices of the English
Society, have excited the liveliest interest all over the world. But these
uﬁi:ll_rm.l.irjnf-. while adding not a little to our knowlzdge, have served
rather to show how much remains to be accomplished, and now chal-
Iﬂllg{,?’ us to look wellfto our laurels. We must not suffer ourselves to
be outdone in a field where our countrymen have earned, for themselves
and for us, a reputation so enviable. It should have some weight with
nz, that Americans are looked upon throughout the Orient with less
suspicion, and may therefore move about more easily, than anp
other foreigners.

While cordially uniting in aim and purpose with our Fnglish brethren,

it has been hought best for us, tu work by ourselves.
. i it ity 4L
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This region, r:rnhnxm" the old countries of Edom, Moab, [iilead:
and ashan, and known to abound with ancient ruins and inscriptions,
is now almost wholly unexplored.  TIp€ recent finding of the Moabite
inscriptions, illustrating incidents related in the Second Book of Kings,
and filling up a gap in the sacred narrative, enchumges{the hope that
other similar treasures may yet be found there.

Into this Tran%. Jordanic territory it is proposedfio send an exploring
party of scientific men, thoroughly equipped for the service expected
of them. Their attentionwill be givento the METEOROLOGY, TOPOGRAPHY,
ARCHAEOLOGY, GEOLOGY, #00L0GY, Axp BoTANY of the region; and in due
time we may look for a report which willlbe a real contribution to the
sum of human knowledge,

The cost of such an exploration, will be small in comparison with the
importance of the results likely to be realized. With the exception of
a very maoderate salary paid to the General Agent, nothing will be
expended upon the machinery of the enterprise. The Committee give
their own time and labor cheerfully to the object.

It is hoped that wealthy gentlemen, not a few, may be found who will
be happy to make large subscriptions. DBut we appeal also to the
thousands of intelligent persons in all pans of the country, both
Christians and Israelites, who prize the Book of books, and may easily
be: persuaded to take part in this attempt to render it more intelligible.

With this briel general -alamnenL of thcir}phns and purp:ms,, the
Commillee ny '.':Im Lu. _1. i

Members of the Committee -

Prof Roswert 1. Hirencock, D.D,,
Chatruar,

Rev. Howaro Crossy, D.D., lanes StoxEs, Ik,
Seerclary, Lreasurer.
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