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PROPOSITION TO ESTABLISH

AN

AMERICAN COLLEGE IN CHINA.

e

" Besolved, That we invite members of other colloge and wniversity faclties 1o
co-operate in commending this matter to the attention of the publie, wl A
cially of Congress, early in the next session.”—See YaLe CoLLEGE ResoLurions,
Appendiz. .

“ Heselred, That we request the members of other eollege facnliies, and all
organizations operating for the extension of seientific and commercial commu-
nication with foreign nations, to join us in the present movement for this
object."—&e WILLIAMs CoLLEGE REsoLUTIONS, Appendiz,

During the spring of 1870, meetings of prominent eitizens
were held in New York city and Chicago to consider the expe-
diency of memorializing Congress to carry into effect the recom-
mendations of Presidents Buchanan and Lincoln, advising the
use of what is known as the *Chinese Indemnity Fund,” to es-
tablish an American School in Peking, China,

The design of this school is to educate interpreters for the diplo-
matie, consular and commercial services of both natiops, to foster
the study of the literature, geography and nataral history of China,
and, by the help of models of Awerican inventions, and lectures
illustrated with striking philozophical experiments, to gradually
lead educated Chinese to favor the employment of American enter-
prise in the improvement of their schools, and exploration and de-
velopment of their rich mines and other natural resources. Such
‘employment of American talent is already begun in China, while in
Japan it is fast remodeling theiv government.

Both meetings appointed large committees, composed in each
instance of the P’resident of the Chamber of Commeree and other

u
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leading citizens, to prepare memorials to Congress on this subject.
These memorials were received with respect, and duly referred to
the Senate and House Committees on Foreign Relations, where
they were favorably considered. Farther than that nothing was
done,—other matters claiming. precedence of this untii Congress
adjourned.

There is a determination among the friends of this measure to
revive it this winter, when it is probable that the principal
scientific, literary and commercial organizations of the country
will all be arrayed in its support. So far, every expression re-
ceived indicates but one judgment among those who have taken
pains to investigate this proposition, and that is, that, in equity, this
money ought not to be selfishly retained in this country, but should
o back to China, either by direct repayment or by the plan now
under consideration, which is commended by all as promising emi-
nent benefits to the Chinese and important aids to American
trade, science, and Christian civilization.

HISTORY OF THE FUND.
In the last Anglo-French and Chinese war, the natives de-
stroyed the foreign settlement at Canton. At the c¢lose of the
war, the American minister, Mr. Reed, demanded 525,000 taels, as
indemnity for the losses of American citizens ; propuesing, at the
same time, to refund any surplus left after the claims had been ac-
enrately adjusted. The Chinese, having little hope of the recov-
ery of anything that once got into the hands of foreigners, pre-
ferred, (especially after the Americans, fearing delays, objected to
having a Chinese commissioner participate in the final examination
and adjudication of claims), to leave it to the judgment and konor
of onr minister, after a careful revision of the evidences before him,
to pame the minimum amount he wonld accept in full of all de-
mands, without any provision to refund. On these terms they
finally stipulated to pay 500,000 taels (or about $700,000), * evi-
dently thinking,” says Mr. Reed, * that it was their best policy to
get rid of the matter forever.” (See Minister Reed’s dispatch,
Ex. Doe. 1st Sess. 36th Congress, pp. 520, 522.)
[n due time all claims were fairly adjudicated by commissioners
appointed under the Act of March 3, 1859, and paid, with interest
at 12 per cent. per aunum ; and the surplus under consideration

.
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remained. This was left in China until with interest it amounted
to over $240,000, when, in 1867, it was remitted, by order of the
Secretary of State, to this country, at favorable rates of exchange,
and converted into U. 8. Bonds; amounting at this time, with in-
terest, to more than 400,000 (see Ex. Doe., 2d Sess. 41st Congress).

The better class of Americans in China, including consuls, mer-
chants and missionaries, have always maintained that this surplus
is in the nature of an overpayment; that it would be beneath the
honor and dignity of the United States to selfishly appropriate it toits
own sole use; and that, if' the fact that our own Minister assumed
a great risk by reducing the demand to only 500,000 taels, when
the still unadjndicated, thongh in many cases plainly unfair, claims
on file aggregated nearly double that sum, and the further fact
that the Chinese, in consideration of the reduetion of the demand
from 525,000 taels to 500,000, waived the right to repayment in
ease of a snrplus—give us some right to this balance, it is a dwlious
right, and our honor and advantage would both be best served by
sending the money back to educate interpreters for the Chinese
foreign service and for owr own consular courts ; which latter
we are by solemn trealy in conscience bouwnd o do in any evend,
either with this monsy or some other. Bo also thonght Presidents
Buchanan and Lincoln, Secretaries Cass and Seward, and Minister
Burlingame ; as will immediately appear.

ORIGIN OF THIS PLAN.

The above just and wise plan for uging this fund was first pro-
posed to Mr. Cass in 1860, by Dr. 8. Wells Williams, author of
the “ Middle Kingdom,” for many yvears our excellent Secretary
of Legation and Chinese Interproter, and several times Chargé
d’Affaires at Peking ; a man, therefore, thoronghly acquainted with
the relations of both governments and a participant in the negotia-
tion of the indemnity treaty.

The suggestion met the approval of Mr. Cass and President
Buchanan, who, after declaring that the Chinese had faithfully
exeented the treaty, made the following recommendation in his

Annnal Message of 1860

“ After the awarda shall have heen satisfied there will remain a surplos of
more than 200,000 st the disposition of Congress.  As this will in equity be-
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long to the Chinese government, would not justice require its appropriation to
some benevolent object in which thi Chinese may be apecially intereated ¥ 7

In relation to the same subject, President Lincoln, in his
Annual Message of Dee, 3, 1861, says:

“1 repeat the recommendation of my predecessor in regard to the surplus

which will probably remain affer astisfying the claims of American eitizens -

against China.™

Seven years later Secretary Seward’s report to the 40th Con-
gress, third session (Ex. Doe. No. 29), says: “ In submitting these
“ papers, it becomes my duty to invite attention to two snhjects
“ which are discussed in some of them, and which require to he
* disposed of.  These questions have ariser in congequence of the
* existence of the surplus fund. The first of these is the plan
* proposed by Minister Burlingame of appropriating the balance
“of the sum paid by the Chinese government in satisfaction of
* claims of citizens of the United States, to the establishment, at
“ Peking, of an institution of learning, as explained in his dis-
“ pateh of the 18th of November, 1863, No. 58, published on
* page 346 of the Diplomatic Correspondence for 1863, and as
“ recommended in the respective Messages of James Buchanan
“and Abrakam Lineoln, hereinbefore quoted,”

Mr. Burlingame pressed this subject upon the attention of onr
government repeatedly (see his dispatehes, Nos, 15 and 16 of 1862,

No. 57 of 1863, and No. 144 of 1865). The more thoroughly he -

became acquainted with the exigencies of our political and com-
mercial connections with China, and understood the growing
desire of Prince Kung. and others of the progressive class of native
ralers, to enconrage the stady of forcign languages and sciences, the
more zealous did he become to have Congress return this sur-
plus to China in the form recommended by the Presidents, In
his dispateh No. 16 of 1862, after argning at some length for the
proposed school, he concludes as follows :

“I believe that the American people will continue to oxert an incrensing
influence upon this conntry ; and the establishment of a college at Peking, with
a few philanthropie, well-edoeated, carnest-minded instroctors in charge of it,
wonld tend to exert o lasting and excellent influence at the seat of government
in support of peacs and eommerce thronghont all the provinees.”

Again, two years later (when, at the order of the Secretary of
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5
State, hie remitted the money to Washington for safe-keeping), he

‘wrote :

“T still eherish the hope that this money will be applied to the purpose
for which I have so affen nrged its appropriation, and the school, which its in-
eome might snpport, will yet be eatablished to do good to this people and be an
honor to the American name in this land, 1 confidently rely on your influende to
earry out this plan you have approved.”

Secretary Seward’s report, above quoted, adds: /i appears
“that when it was ascertained that this surplus would remain, the
return of it {o the Chinese was proposed, but that they declined
“ o accept it

Secretary Fish (41st Congress, 2d Sess., Exee. Doc. No. 58)
says: « The Seeretary of State is informed that, after the awards
“ were completed, and it was definitely known that there would be
* a surplus, Mr. Burlingame informally proposed to return what-
* ever should be left.  The Chinese, however, did not seem disposed
“ to accept it

Certainly it is not strange that a government go prond as theirs
refuzes to be surpassed in magnanimity by a “ barbarous nation,”
or declines to be beholden to the clemency of another government
for the repayment of a small sum like this; especially when the
humiliating circumstances by which they were forced to give the
indemnity are fresh in memory. But, aside from this, there are
considerations of State policy peculiar to China which wonld ren-
der it very embarrassing for them to accept a direct repayment of
this money.

On the other hand, when M, Burlingame afterwards conversed
with Prince Kung in relation to this plan of using the fund in the
interests of both nations, His Highness regarded it favorably, and de-
clared that such a course would be highly honorable to the United
States, and advantageous to both countries,” Still later, when
Mr. Burlingame was in this country as Envoy Extraordinary and
Minister Plenipotentiary from China to the United States, in a
private letter addressed to the undersigned, he wrote as follows :

Y Wasmxaron, June 17th, 1868,
“My Dear Mr. Joxks:—In relation to FOUr enquiries respeeting the de-
sirability of establishing an American eollege at Peking, I beg leave to refer
you to my dispatches 16 and 57 of 1862 and 1863, and. to say that 1 sill hold to the
views there expressed as fo the desivability of swch an inatilution ; and any aid Fou
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can render that project or one like mnto it will be, or onght to be, warmly

appreciated by every friend of Ameriea and China, If the friends of suel an.

institution shonld eall upon me at New York, I shall be most happy to commu-
nicate with them upon this sabject.” .

“Yours troly, ANBON BURLINGAME.”

Had not the war and the problem of reconstruction 2o long ab-

sorbed the whole attention of Congress, it is probable that this
recommendation wonld have been acted npon years ago. On
February 7, 1867, the House Committee on Fereign Affairs re-
ferred all the papers upon this matter to H, J. Raymond, with in-
structions to prepare a report; the committee having expressed
themselves favorable to the general proposition. But, although
Mr. Raymond was most friendly to the measure, he could not find
time for this labor before Congress adjonrned.

In the winter of 1870, a resolution was offered in the Honse to
*“ cover ™ this fund into the Treasury for ordinary home uses. This
was referred to one of the Committees, and there ended. Then
followed the above-mentioned memorial from New York, signed,
in behalf' of the meeting, by Chancellor Ferris, Ex-Governor
Morgan, Hon." Wm. E. Dodge, Pres. Cham. of Commerce, and
Messrs, A. A. Low, Thos. G. Winship, E. C. Benedict, John .
Green, Stewart Brown, Samuel B. Ruggles and William P. Jones,
Secretary ; and the memorial from Chicago, signed by Ex. Lieut,
Gov. Bross, Hon. Thomas Drammond, Judge of 1. 8. Distriet
Court, Hon. R. B. Mason, Mayor, Hon. J. E. MeLean, Collector,
J. M. Richards, Pres, Chamber of Commerce, Gen. Julius
White, E. O. Haven, D. D., J. C. Burroughs, D, D., Dr. N. 8.
Davis, and Messrs. O, Lunt, 8. Nickerson, E, W. Blatehford, J.
V. Farwell, T. B. Blackstone, and F. G. Weleh.

At the present time many of the leading members of hoth po-
litical parties in Congress are known to be favorable to this
measure. Indeed it is 0 eminently equitable and honorable to
both nations, and promises such grand, practical benefits to seience,
commeree and civilization, that the remark of the venerable Presi-
dent Hopkins, of Williame College, * that surely it only needs
some influential friend in Congress to make a fair statement of the
case to secure suceess,” eeems to be the first thonght of every one.

But it is a pre-requisite to the action of Congress that personal
or public interest should stimulate the attention of members,
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This natural demand will be met by the expressions uttered by
the scientific, commercial and other bodies above referred to.
Yale College, Harvard University, Williams College, the North-
western University and several others, have already been heard
from and many others will take action during the current month.

PLAN OF THE COLLEGE, TRUSTEES &c.

Mr. Burlingame submitted to Congress a form of charter tor
the institution, calenlated to keep the fund within ultimate control
of the government, and secure the fulfillment of the designs above
indicated ; but very properly confiding the details of the plan
mostly to the wisdom and faithtulness of Trustees.  The College
is not to be under the control of any religions sect.  The trostees
recommended to Congress will be selected with the intent to give
all Amerieans interested in China equal representation, and will
all be men of national reputation for ability and integrity. It is
recommended that the total present amount of the fund be pre-
erved by law as a permanent endowment, and that F20.000 of the
first year's interest be set aside to purchase the necessary buildings
to commence operations. It is believed that this amount is all
that will be required for such purpose for several years to come;
as men and instruments and not bricks and mortar, it is hoped,
will constitute the American College in China.

To all Awericans, who favor the adoption of a just and liberal
policy towards China, the foregoing and following papers are re-
spectfully submitted by the undersigned, who was for nearly six

years United States Consul in China—first at Macao, then at,

Aoy, and finally at Canton.  His experience and observations,
extending from Canton to Peking, have thoroughly instructed him
that the prejudice to our political and commercial relations with
the Chinese suffered for the want of suitable interpreters, works
incaleulable mischief and injury both to them and to us.  He be-
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lieves that the konor and interests of the United States imperatively
demand that this want be supplied. He has firm faith in the slow !
but steady progress of China in the adoption of American and
European inventions and ideas, and feels confident that the pro-
posed institution would effect the most beneficial results, and prove ’lr-
one of the wisest acts of diplomacy this government can pertorm.

When at Peking, in November, 1867, on the eve of returning
to the United States, he was requested by several Americans, and
encouraged by Minister Burlingame, to use what influence he conld
in this country for the above eause, By their advice, as he re-
turned to Canton he consulted Americans at Tien-tsin, Chefoo,
Shanghai, Amoy, Swatow and Canton, at all of which places he
was further advised and urged to press this proposition upon the
attention of the intelligent classes in this country, and throngh
them upon Congress.

He invites the co-operation of the press, and all who ean in any
way awaken the interest of our national representatives in this
subject |

Members of Boards of Trade, College Facultics, Historical
Societies and Art and Science Associations are requested to pro-
cure action in this behalf in their respective organizations, and
report the same to some one of their representatives in each house
of Congress, also sending a copy to Hon. N. P, Banks, or Hon, |
James Brooks, Washington, D, C,

[

)
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W. P. Joxes, :
U. 8. Consul in China from 1862 to 1568,
New Yok, December 4, 1871,
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