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Washington March 3™ 1871.

Maj Genl O.O Howard
Sir-

I am really breaking down- physically, under the effort to keep three students at the University, by
teaching day [and] evening upon inadequate pay.

My obligations here, I shall meet by the help of the Lord, if I live, but I find it exceedingly difficult,
in fact cannot meet all my class recitations, (as T must be out at night-school in all weather); cannot meet
in reasonable time, all the expenses incidental to such a position where three are to be provided for &
where for the single item of gas, I pay $48. per annum.; room rent $10. per month (one hundred per
cent advance from last year [etc]... Now I am not complaining, but I am only offering these items with
board, tuition in Law & another department, fuel, clothing, books [etc], by contrast with the women’s
salary for mens' work at the day school; [and] reduced pay at evening school, [and] with which alone I

cannot meet properly these charges.

More than all, I cannot from this steady treadmill round of duties [and] the pressure upon mind as
well as body, have an extra hour for reading, other than the bare text for recitation; consequently I feel
at a disadvantage with my fellow students; [and], as premonitory simptoms of erysipelas in the head
have already warned me, that I must change my hours for work, or the kind of work I have thought to
respectfully petition, that I may have writing for three hours of the day, instead of continuing the labors
at the evening school; I would then, including day-school, have but nine hours work durring the day-
could be present at all Law exercises, [and] besides, having at least three hours for reading, could meet
much more readily my obligations at the financial department [and] keep my children in a manner

better suited to their stations as pupils.

I do not ask Sir, to have place that should be occupied by others, but I beg respectfully to remind
you that while I do not ask for scholarships for them, I would like to have work, that I would not feel
that T was not giving any return for advantages and work commensurate with that given students who
do not furnish so many pupils to the school as I do now; and as I hope to continue to do if I should be
permitted to leave the University to engage in duties in the South.

Very respectfully
Yours

Mary A.S. Cary
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