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Perking Institution and Massachusetts Asplum for the Blind,

Bosrtox, April 11, 1870

Mg. DEMresey B. SRERROD.
Sin:—1 have received a pamphlet, made up, mainly, of certificates

of persons whom you have persuaded that you are honestly trying to promote

the education of the Blind in the United States, by printing embossed books.
The first, i= one written by me, before T knew vou personally ; merely
wishing you suceess in your undertaking.
This is a dishonest use of my name ; becanse, if my opinion is worth

anything to the public, you should print the one T formed after olserving your

course ; and which I gave you, to your face, two years ago; to wit: that 1
bl Jost all faith in you, and in your professions,

You liave been at work many years, professedly to print books for the
Blind.

You have raized thousands of dollars.®  You have lived upon the fat

of the land. You have procured the passage of one of the most extraordi-
nary acts ever passed by a Legislative body — the act by which you and your
sister {(who is not blind) are quartered for life upon the Mississippi State Insti-

An act utterly inconsistent with the object of that

An

tation for the Blind.

Institution, which iz mainly for the cilueation of young blind persons.

#* Tiye Trastees of the Amoriean Printing House for the Blind;, established in Louis-
ville, Ky., are eminoent and relliable gr_\-utln—m:rlt. There iz much signifiennee in the follow-
ing passage from telr last Report: —

HOMr. I B Sherrad acted as Agent of this Institution for n few weeks in 1850 and
1500; but he was not authorized by this Board to soliclt donations, nor did he ever make
a financlal report to the Board, nor pay any money to the Treasurer of this Institution.
the Trostecs of this Institution deem it their daty to the public to state distinetly thatnoe
PersOn has ever been authorlzed to ase the name of iz Inztitation, the name of this
itoard, or the name of any member of this Board, In eonuectlon with any printing instha-
tion for the blind, except the ** Amerlean 'rinting House for the Blind,* which, by the
united action of several =tates, has been permanently estaldished in Lonisville, Kentocky.'”




act against which, the Trustees of that Institution have been obliged to protest ;
because it is one of seandalons favoritism.§

Tn all this time ; with all these advantages ; with all this money — you have
not given to the Blind any books at all. On the other band, yon have
done harm to the eause of their education, by raising false hopes; by bring-
ing them into disrepute through your life and example; and Ly keeping
honest and earnest laborers out of the field.

With due consideration,

Yours,
SAMUEL G. HOWE.

f The Trustees of the Misslssippl State Instiution for the Education of the Blind, in
one of their Reports, sayz—

i W would respectfully request the repeal of the act approved Aug. 12th, 1564, for
relief of Dempeey Sherrod, sald act placing said Sherrod permanently in the Institution,
and also his sister, & poung fady with full sight, twenty years old, to be ecducated and
boarded by the State, free of expense so long as he may chooss to enter himself as n pupil.

" We know of no reason for granting such speclal privileges to Mr. Sherrod, rather
than to any other respectable blind person in the State.

Mr. Sherrod deserves great credit for his efforts in ralsing by subscription, &e.,
large sums of money, to print books for the Rlind ; but it has nlways been understood that
he was well pald for his services as agent, by the Trustees of the fund so ralsed. Ifhe li
not been so pald, the Trustees shonld at onee pay him s fulr reward, out of funds now i
thelr hands.

His claim for support lson the Trastees of the fund so raised, not on the State, wii
contributed very liberally to the fund, nor on the Institution for the Blind, whick hes never,
received any bengfé from safd fund, elther direetly or Indirectly up to the present thme.

Mr. Sherrod finished his edocation in thls school many years ago. He has ente
himself as & pupil, for the last Bve years, His sister has been eduecated in the Institation
a day pupil, two years, and for two years lias been furnished with board and taition,
of expense, making four years in all.
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FVouw are respect fully invited to at-
tend the Celebration of the Adoption of the Fifteenth Con-
stitutional Amendment, fo be field in this city, on the 2060

instont,

Please signify youwr acceptance of this Envitation.

NG, OLIVER, Chn Com. Arrangem’is,
PETER WOODFOLIK,

ALBERT BROOKS,

W. H. LESTEK,

JAMES RURRELL,

E. ¥. CLARK.

LANDON BOYID, Sec'y.
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