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COLLECTIONS FOR THE FREEDMEN.

In most of our churches, separate months are assignad for annual
contributions to spvciﬁc o":jucta. In amrllgil!g the schedule, prefer-
ence shonld, undoubtedly, be given to the various Boards and Perma-
nent Committees of our own Cliurch. These bave a paramount
claim. The work of our own denomination should be first commended
and suztained,

A pglance at the columns of the Statistical Reports, published in
connection with the Minutes of the General Assembly, will indicate at
once what causes are to be annually presented to our churches for
their contributions. Every Church should have something to give to
each of these objects. The blanks should all be filled.

Ome of these eolumns is assigned to collections and contributions for
the Freedmen, the Assembly baving urged upon the chorches to
place this cause side by side with the others, and to create a separate
Fund for the work, It is hoped that care will be taken to put it on
the schedule of every church, and assion a particular month for its
presentation.  As the Assembly have determined upon a separate
department or agency, for the vigorous prosecution of this work, and
made it dependent on funds specifically eontributed to it, the propriety
of giving it & place among the causes thus to be presented to the
churches is obvious,

Heretofore our Home Mission Work has mainly taken the direction
of “out West.” We are now called to go “down South.” Until
lately we were shut out from the Southern States. Now we find
everywhere an open door. (o where we will at the South, we find a
waiting people—millions of them in all—eager for instruetion, to
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whom, unfil within these five years the knowledge of letters was
denied ; to whom the Bible was a sealed book; whese inheritance
was ignorance, poverty, and oppression. Now all this is changed,
and the people pant for instruction. They beg for teachers and
preachers. and receive them with a hearty welcome.  They rejoice in
the ‘achool honse and the “meeting honse,” however humble these
structures may be, : '

Our Church is londly and providentially called to enter this field.
We are their deblors, and ‘should be second to none in zeal to meet
these obligations. The last General Assembly took care to eall the
attention of our churches and people to the * vastness and sacredness,
and especinlly the hopefulness, of the work which we are called to
undertake in behalf of the Freedmen. A more hopeful field for
missionary effort,” they say, *iz not to be found on the lace of the
globe than that among these millions of emancipated slaves,”

Tn view of the pressing need of this portion of our countrymen,
and the great hopefulness of the field, the Assembly “urge mpon
the churches to raise, during the coming year, no less a sum than
$ 100,000, for the purpose of carrying forward, not feebly, but boldly,
swiftly, and vigorously, the work of educating and evangelizing the
Freedwen.” To this end let a contribution be made, as soon as
practicable; by each of our churches, and gifts of gratitnde remitted
by our men of means. Whatever is given among us to this cause
should be concemtrated upon ovr own work, l._-‘hur;:heu, that have in
previous years contributed to outside associations, should see to it that
their contributivns henceforth are forwarded to our own treasury.
The General Assembly have given a timely and appropriate caution
on this point, that should be heeded by all our churches.  They say :

“ No step could have been taken by the Assembly more wise, and
more fortunate, than the organization of a plan whirg ghall turn npon
the wheels of our own work this stream of generous and cheerful
’c.-o;:]j‘, The day of desultory and scuttercd effort, we hope, has
f]l-w . Let the sirength of the Church be conventrated. Let all

p‘,;ii'ts of all our churches, in behalf of the Freedmen, be placed at
the disposal of that veteran Missionary Committee whom we know
and trust, and under whom so much has been accomplished in the
evangelization of the populons North and West, and a new era will
bave begun in the work of missions to the Freedmen,

“ They desire to call particolar attention to this peint, and nrge
every pastor within our bounds to do his utmost, not only to secure
contributions in behalf of the Freedmen, but to induce the donors to

ur their gifts into that channel prepared and recommended by our

ranch of the Church. A column will be found in the next Minutes
of the Gencral Assembly, set apart particularly for a record of our
contributions to thiz object: and while we would not lessen in the
least degree, the zeal or the resources of any other evangelical
dencmination engaged in this work, but rather bid them © go forward "
in God's name, we fecl that the time has folly come for the New
School Presiyterian Clinreh to do something in behalf of the emanci-
pated slaves, which shall be seen by the world to be correspondent
with her wealth, her beart, and her history."”

The work of the second year iz opening most favorably, A large
force of teachers will soon be in the field. The missionary work
demands a large increase of laborers. The Committee are prepared
to proscoute it with energy, and oceapy the field as fully as possible.
They look to the churches for encouragement and support, trosting
that the great Head of the Church will erown their exertions with the
desired success. They call upon the Pastors and Stated Supplies of
the churches to render their efficient aid, by bringing the cause before
their Sessions and securing for it a regular presentation before their
congregations in the course of the year. They ask of their brethren
and sisters, to whom God has given wealth and a heart o feel for the
outeast, liberal contributions in the support of teachers, Three hundred
and fifty dollars will support a Teacher for one year. Churches,
Sunday-schools, and individuals—manysof them—may thuz become
the Patrons of a partieular school, and earry forward the work by
their own proxies.

Contributions may be sent, designated “for the Freedmen's De-
partment,” to Mr. Edward A. Lambert, Treasurer, Preshyterian
Rooms, No. 30 Vesey street, New York.
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The regular moathly meeting of the Board of Di-

rectors of the Corumera Hosertar anp Dispensary

FGR%)MEN will convene at the Hospital Bu:ldmg,
3 the. /é
r,.-"“.

oft! 7 %J/j/ _,Qﬁ‘(«j—.:?f u?"'

A full attendance is desired.
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Respectfully,
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