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H B meﬁhng. of all the posta of
o 40 the Grand Army of the clty was held on
Tuesday svening at (he re Comeron, Ne. 79, for
the purpors of taking anl.!nn.,mhuuh e coremonics ta
b obsorved on ¥ Commaemor tlon Day,™ & 'y My 50,
whien floral offarings will be b bet pigdad o0 tho ZEATER OF 111y
soldlors and sailors. As it wonld ba Tm nulblo to go Lo all |
tha eametories, tho Comufties ek Aidn 8 Hill
Burlal Grommd, Brooklyw, ns the soene of the lmp.!‘uua— |
ivo  ceremony. - After'. Boine discussion it
ngroed that the proces should assemble on the a"t
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STUNWNDAY PROCESSTON
OF THE

GERMAN ROMAN CATHOLIC CENTRAL UNION.

————— A i —

A convention of the “Grrmax Royax Carnonie Cextrarn Usios,” recently held in this city,
was inaugurated by a grand procession, continuing its march from early in the morning till
noon, on the Sabbath, May 31st.

This procession, as represented by the public papers, was composed of several thousand
persons, embracing delegates from most of the large cities in the United States. Tt was an
imposing pageant, with several military companies as an escort, with bands of musie, and
numerous bammers.  The procession started from Third Street, and made a cirenit of nearly
one third of the city, marching several miles, and through more than twenty of the principal
streets and avenues, Great erowds were attracted to the line of march, Churches and
Sund:t}'-m-hm:lﬂ on  the route were disturbed in their worship, and in some cases had to
ﬁl]H}!L’.llt] their services on account of the noise in the streets, i"t'.[:LI]}-‘ hundreds of persons on
their way to their respective churches were stopped in consequence of the obstruction, and were
detained, in some instances, at least half an hour by the procession.

Our citizens have never hefore been compelled to witness such a glaring encroachment upon
the quietude and sanctity of the Sabbathday. Even during the exizencies of the late war the
Mayor and Common Couneil, in compliance with the request of citizens, decided against the publie
reception of returning regiments on Sunday, and in a communieation upon the subject said :

“We fully agree with youn that a due observance of law, as well as sunitary, social, moral,
and religions considerations, forbid all public invasions of the quictude and sanetity of the
Sabbath, except in cases where the public safety or other exigency demands it.”

There was no such exigency in this case. The grand pageant might as well have taken

place on any other day.

The New York Sassarn Comwirrer, sustained by the friends of good order and by the
public press, have for many years made efforts to abate some of the more flagrant forms of
Sabbath desecration, and they deem it to be their duty, on behalf of those whom they represent,
publicly and earnestly to protest against this new form of invasion of the Lord’s Day.

The employment of Sunday for public pageants with bands of musie, and the noisy accom-
paniments of a great procession, is a direct infringement upon the feelings and rights of Christian
households and congregations, and contravenes the recognized uses and associations of our
American Sabbath.  And every community has an equal right to the moral safeguards which

the Sabbath brings.
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In a case before the Supreme Court, in 1861, where it was urged that a person had a righ
to use the Sabbath as a day for innocent recreation, Judge Wy, F. AvrLey, in delivering the
opinion of the Court, said, “That is not innocent which tends to interrupt the quiet of the
worship of' the Sabbath, and which grievously offends the moral sense of the community.”

We would respectfully represent to the City Authorities and Police Department, as we
as to all who have participated in this breach of the quiet and peace of the Sabbath day, that th
disturbance of public worship, and the obstructing of the free passage in any street to a place o
worship on Sunday, is a violation of our laws, and should not be allowed hercafter,

v New York Sabbath Committee :

JOHN ELLIOTT,

FRED. ;. FOSTER,
JOHN O, HAVEMEYER,
DAVID HOADLEY,

NATHAN BISHOP,
WILLIAM A, BOOTH,
ROBERT CARTER,
THOMAS C. DOREMUS,

JAMES W. BEEKMAN, Recorpixe SeoRETARY.
PHILIT SCHAFF, ConrrsproXpive SEcRETARY.
J. M. MORRISON, Terasurgr.

5 Bible fouse, New York, June, 1868,

i e AP

The foregoing protest was signed by a large number of the most respectable and influentis
citizens, including ministers of the various Protestant denominations.
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NORMAN WHITE, Cnatesax. %
JNO. E. PARSONS, OTIS D. SWAN, =
GUSTAV SCHWAB, WILLIAM WALKER, —
WILLIAM A, \SMITH, F. 8. WINSTON, .
JONATHAN STURGES, 0. E. WOOD, N
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