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OFFICE OF'THE SECRETARY OF THE

“ Associated Western Literary Societies,”

Dueugque, Towa, May 15, 1867,
Dear Sir:

The <A. W. L. 8" is an association of about one hundred of the leading
Literary and Lecture Societies of the West confained in ihe circle embraced by
Cleveland, Ohio, Pittshurgh, Pa.. Cineimati, Ohio, 8t. Loniz, Mo., Lawrence, Kan .,
DezMaoines, Town, St. Panl, Minn., Oshkosh, Wis, Saginaw and Detroit, Michigan,
and Toledo, Ohio, formed for the purpose of joint astion and motual benefit {hoth
to themselves and the Lectarers ) in the matter of obtaining Lecterers, &e.. &e
By this combined action, they trust 1o become ennbled to obtain the very best falent,
by offering to tho Lecturers regular roufes, of greater or less extent, as the case mny
he, therehy making it more of analjret for them to come “West” (han hasz previongly
heen the case, when only defacked engagements could be offered to ihem, and those
often very widely apart. Thig association, it is hoped, will be of cspeeial, benefit to
the smaller and “weaker” socictics among us, by enabling them to obtain Lecturers
whom they otherwize could not hope to obtain, a8 many Lectorers will lecture for
them in a= extended course, ni somewhat reduced figures, when else they eould not
affurd 10 do =0

The partienlar ndvantages we offer to Leefurers gonsist in the fuet (hat, in-
atead of dealing with sereral persons in making their arrangemenis, iliey  deal in
thiz ease with only one, (the Uor. Sce. of the A, W, L. 8.} whe will arrange their
entire roufes, giving the exaet day and dute Tor each partienlar lecinre, laying them out
2o that they may give the greatest number of lectures with the least possible loss of
time. &c., &c., thus saving to Lecturers n very great amount of trouble in the shape
of zerrespondence, or the expense of employing an Agent, it they have been in the
habit of doing =o0.

Of course, some Lecturers receive more applientions from the Aszzociation
than others, and the Cor, Sec. is instructed to apply only for those Lecturers receivs

-,

ing five applications or upwards; althuongh he will, by partienlar requess, apply forp

any of those receiving n less number,
ft iz understood, that in applying fur Lecturers, they are {0 come, if at all
gome time during the reguler Leeture Season, or between the first of November anrﬁ‘-
the ifteenth of April. When Lecturers eonnof come within that period, bul ean
come nt o dfFerent time, they will please say 20 distinetly, in which ease their propo-
sitions will be submitted to the different constituent Societies, -
BaF™ Lecturers, in their answers or npplications, will state their lowest ferms per
lecture, which ferms must cover their traveling and hotel expenses and every other exprensg
eonnected therewith ; 1oy will also state the exaet fime they canstart, how many weeks
or monihis they ean devote to the West, how many Lectures they can giveeach week,
alsa give the fitles, in full, of their different Lectures:—in short, they will rﬂru:g

4

make their answers as concise and definite as possible, to save time and troable
the Corresponding Seeretary.
Ench Lectarer will be paid at the close of each Lecture, by the Soeieiy befor
wohich ke hns lectured, the price previously agreed upon with the Cor. Sec. of the “A
W. L. 8." which price, as above atated, i1 to cover ALL expenses of whatever nafure.
There is a wide field for improvement, both imellectnally and physieally, in
the Great West, anil its people are ready and anxious to hear first rafe Lecturerss]
and are willing to pay for them; soch can do good here, and we sincerely hope that
alf of those to whom we apply will consent to come, even at the sacrifice of & little
personal ease and comfart. . >

regolution was pagsed at the Convention held at Chicago on the 8th inst, requesiin
the Seerctary to inform Lecturers that he would receive a compensation equal 1
& per cent. on the gross receipts of the Lectures in all enses where this arrangement
would be perfectly satisfectory. Several of the leading Lecturers of the eountry
have signified a willingness tonssist in delraying the expenses of the Society. It
is optional with the Lecturer, however, ns to whether he shall pay thiz amount or
not. 1f eonvenient for you to visit the West during the coming Autumn or Winter.
please write me at your carliest convenience, 3
Respectfully,

The expenses of the Association arve paid by nssessment on the Societies. &
0

. L. TORBERT,
Cor. See. A. W. L. 8., Dubugue, Towad
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