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OFFICE OF THE BECRETARY OF THE

“ Associated Western Literary Societies,”

Dunuvque, Tows, May 15, 1867.

Dear Sir:

The “A. W. L. B." iz an azzocintion of about one hundred of the leading
Literary and Lectare Societies of the West contained in the cirele embraes] by
Cleveland, Ohio, Pittsburgh, Pa.. Cincinnati, Ohio, St. Luis, Mo., Lawrence, Kan.,
DreaMaoines, lowa, St Paul, Minn., (Oshkosh, Wis., Baginaw aml Detroit, Michigan, .
and Toledo, Ohio, formed for the purpose of joint action [and mutual benefit (both
to themselves and the Lectnrers ) in the matter of obtdining Locturers, &e.. &e
Ly this combined action, they trust to become enabled to obiain the rery beat talent,
by offering to the Lecturers regular routes, of greater or less extent, as the ease may
he, therehy making it more of analject for them to ecome b West” than has privionaly
heen the ease, when only defached cngagoments conld be offered to them, and those
ofien very widely apart. This association, it is hoped, will be of copeeial benefit to
the smaller and “weaker" socielics among us, by enabling them to obinin Lecturers
whom they ethereize could not hope to obtain, ns many Lecturers  will lecture for
them in az extended cowrse, al somewhat redueed figures, when else they could not
afford toddo go.

The particular advantages we offer to Lecforers consist in ihe Chet that, in-
stead of denling with severad persons in making theie arrangements, they  denl in
this ease with only one, (the Cor. Sec. of the <A, W. L. B.") who will arrange their
enlire routes, giving the szact day and disle lor cachk particifor leeture, lnying them out
g0 that they may give the greatest nnmber of lectures with the least possible loss of +
time. &c., &e., thus saving to Lecturers a very great amount of trouble in the shape
uf zorrespondence, or the expense of employing an Agend, if they have been in the
Labit of daing zo. ;

OF course, some Leclurers receive more applieations from the Association
than others, and the Cor. See. is instrueted to apply only for those Lecturers repeiv-
ing fiee applications or npwards; although e will, by partienfar request, wpply for
any of thoze receiving n less number,

It ix understood, that in appiying fur Lecturera, they nre to come, if at all,
some timo during the regular Lecture Seqson, or between the first of November and
the fifteenth of April. When Lecturers conmof come within that period, but cas
come at a ﬂﬁﬁ'ﬂrf tima, they will please say so distinetly, in which suse their propo-
gitions will besubmitted to the different constituent Societjes,

EE™ Lecturers, in their answers or applications, will state their lowest ferms per
lectuve, whieh ferms musl cover their traveling and hotel expenses and ewery olher cxpesing
eanneeled therewith ;. tiey will also state the reaer fime they canstart, how many weeks
or momihs they ean devote to the West, how many Leetures they elin give cach week,
alsa give the titles, in full, of their different Lecturesi—in short, they will pleage
make thelr answers as concise and definite 08 possible, (0 save time and woable 1o
the Corresponding Secretary.

Each Lectarer will be paid at the close of each Lecture, by the Saoeiety bofore
twehich he hos feetnred, the price previonsly agreed upon with the Cor. See. of the “A,
W. L. B.)" whicl pries, oz abore stated, is ta cover ALL expenses of whalever naiyre,

There is a wide ficld for improyement, Loth intellectually and physically, in
the Great West, anid its people are ready and anxious 1o hear first rafe Lecturors,
and are willing to pay for them; such can do good here, and we sincerely Lope that
afl of those to whom we apply will consent to come, even nt the snerifies of a little

personal ense and comfort.

The cxpenses of the Association are paid hy aszessment on the Societies. A
resalution was passed at the Convention held at Chicago on the 8th inst. requestin
the Secretary to inform Lecturers that he wonld receive n compensation equal
5 per e=ul. on the gross receipts of the Leetures in all cazes where this arrangemen

wanll be perfectly satisfactory. Several of the leading Lecturers of the cowntry
bave signified a willingness 1o assist in defraying the cxpenses of the Society. [
is optional with the Lectnrer, however, as to whether he shiall pay this amonat o
not.  1f convenient for you o visit the West during the goming Autumn or ie
please write me at your carliest convenience,
Reapeatfully,

G. L. TORBERT,
Cor. See. A. W. L. 8., Dubugue, fowa.
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