EOF R

5 %

stant. " Wi e greatly foar that most
of the abledbognwd froedmen will by diiven from the
.| Etate, to preveng being remunded to a servitudeo far

Btionof our readers to
hmoetit of vagrants, *
nin oo the 16th in-

less humane than that from which thiey were ros.
leased, without any sgency on their part; by the
collapse of the Confederacy.  We trost the General
Assembly will do nothing to drive from the Stats
the only clazs of labor on which weare now mainly
dependent for the coltivation of the soll ; and that,
in sltempting to suppross vagraney, it will not pass

woges 88 their employers may Impose. Thors are
idle, dissolute whites and blacks, and Preper va-
grant laws may be necessary to make them provide
for themselves, bot such laws should be beth Just
and humane.  We ask a carcful peruzal of this bill,
Which reads as follows: . |

A Bill Providing for the Ponfshment of Yagrants,

Wihereas, it Is represented to the present  General
Assembly that there hath late been o groat fneroase
of idle and disorderly perzons in some parta of this
Commonweslth whe wre decioed rognes nud vaga.

ds, and unless some stringent laws are passed to
restrain and prevent such vagrancy and jdleness the
tate will be overrun with dissolute snud abandoned
characters, to the great detriment of the public weal ;
for remedy whereof,

- months, and, b{ any conatable of such county or

- sullicient canse, run way from the person so em.
| ploying him or them, he or they slail bs apprehended
| on the warrant of & justice and returged to the cus-

| mess, and have no visible means of sy istence, wnid

Section 1. Be it enacted by the General Assembly,
That the overseers of the poor, or other officers hav.
ing charge of the poor, or the special connty police,
Or any one or more or aoch persons, shall be, and
are hereby empowered and required, upon discover-
ing any vagrant or vagrants within their respoctive
counties or corporations, to make information thereal
to any justice of the peace of thelr county or corpo-
ration, and to reqnire a worrant for ap hending
such vagrant or vagrants, to be brought before him
or some other justics; and if, upon due examing.
tion, it ehall appear that the person or persons are
within the true deacription of & vegrant, us herein.
after mentioned, such {mline shall, by warrant pn-
der his hand, order such vagrant or vagrants o ba
employed in labor for any term not exceeding three

corporation, be hived oot for the best wages that can
be procared, to be applied, except as hersafter pro-
vided. for the use of the vagrant or Lis fa mily, as
ordered by the jostice. And if any such vagrant or
vagranta shell, during snch time of service, without

tody of such hirer, who shall have, free of 2oy fur-
ther hire, the services of sald vagrant for one montls

employer shall then bave the power, if aitherized b

laws compelling whites or blncks to work for such |
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in addition to the original term of biring ; and said 3
A

the justice, to work seid vagrants contfined with ha |
and chain ; or shonld said hirer decline to rpoeive

again said vagrant, then sald vagrant shall Lo taken /

by the officer upon the order of a fustice to the poor
or work-honse, If there be any such i sald county
or corperation, and be delivered to the oversesr or
superintendent, who shall work said vagrant for the
benefit of said connty or co?:amiun. of, il author-
jzed b]y the justice, to waork hi;

and e

m confined with ball |°

-

had to sorve his late employer had be consented to
receive bim again; or should there be, when said
runaway vagrant is spprebended, any public werk
golng on in said connty or corporation, then said va.
erant, upon the order of & justice, shall he de-

iafn for the perlod for which he wonld have |~ (//

T

vy

ivered over by sald officer to the superintendent

af such public “work, who shall, for the like last- 5;5:

mentioned rli{!d. work said vagrant on said publie |
warks, confined with ball and chain. if so author.
ized by the juatice, But if thera be no poor or
work-house fn said ' connty or corporation, snd no
public work then in progress therveln, than, in that
event, said justice may enuse sald vagrant (o be de;
livered to any person who will take chareg of him,
snid person to have lis services free of e arge, ox-
copt maintenanee, for & lke last-mentioned }'x'llnd,
reby

C
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and said peraon so recelving sald vagrant is li
“to-wotk ¢

mrwmd, il anthorized by the justice,
EH

vagrant confined with ball and chain; or should ::"«'_,-’.r/

no such person be fonnd, then ssid vagrant is to be
committed to the county jail, there to be canflngd
for the Hke period, pnd on bread and water, i
Baction 2. The followlng desaribad ns ghall -
be liable to the penaltics  imposed by luw npon va-
nts:

1. All persona who shall anlaw fully return fnto
any county or corporation’ whence they have been
]eﬁl“j‘ renoved.

L All persons who, not having wherewith to
maintain lﬁmﬂa}t‘u and their families, live idly and
without employment, and rofuse to work for the
usnal arkd nlan wages given to other laborers in
the like work in the place where they then are.

L Al persons who shall refusa to porform the
work which shall be allotted to them by the oyer-
scerf af the poor ag aforesaid.

IV. All persons going about from door to door, or
placing themselves in strvets, high ways, or obher
roads, to beg alms, and all other Persons wandering
abroad and begging,

Y. All ng who shall come from any place
without this Commonwenlth to any place witlin i,
and shall be found Toltering and realding therin,
and shall follow no labor, trade, ocenpation or bual-

can give ‘no reasonalle aeconnt of themselves or
their business in such pluce,

Section 8, All costs and cxpenses ineurred shall
be paid ont of the hire of such vagrant, if sufficient;
and il not safficient, the deficiency shall be paid Ly
the county or corporstion.

Bection 4. This act shall be in force from ita' paag-
age.
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