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AMERICAN UNION COMMIBSION,

14 Binre Houvse. j
This Commission “is constituted for the purpose of aiding and co-operating with the people of those portions of the
United States which have been desolated and impoverished h;.' the war, 'm the restoration of their civil and social condition,
upon the basis of industiry, education, freedom, and Christian moralit ity."
Rev. Jos. P. Tuoursox, D.D., FPres. A. V. Brovr, Es 1 T're Rev., Lymax Anporr, Cor. See.
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AMERICAN UNION COMMISSION.

14 BIELE HOUSE, NEW YORK CITY.

FEPER |

The work of the war is ended. The work of pesce beging. The work of destruetion of the last four years, terrible but
necessary, must be followed by an erns of gonstruetion even more sublime. In the regions which war has desolated a free
Christinn State must be reared.

The work of re-consiruction is partly political; and this will require the highest wisdom of our statesmen. It is
partly religions; and for this every Christian denominstion iz preparing. But there iz also a great intermediate work of
patriotism and philanthrophy, neither politieal nor denominational. Thousands of homeless wanderers, destitute, utterly
wretched, require temporary relief; thousands have been already provided by this Commission with permanent homes and
employment; and many more siill nesd assistance.

Comprehensive and systematic measures are now required to re-establish indusirial, social and educational systems in
the States which liave been the theatre of the war, Desolated homes must be rebuilt, farms must be stocked and supplied
with seed and implements; emigration of a right eharacter must be stimulated and guoided ; schools must be opened, and
furnished with the necessary apparatus; free school systems must be organized and established ; and the intelligence and
patriptism of the whole people must be furthered by a well eonducted press.

These measures of social re-organization should be superintended mainly by persons of undoubted loyalty, of practieal
wisdom, and positive sympathy with freedom, who have long resided in the regions to be thus benefited, and who are familinr
with the temper and ?nbil-n of the people. Dut aid and ep-operation from the citizens of the more prosperous Statea will be
greatly needed and gladly welcomed.  To afford that aid and eo-operation the American Union Commission is organized.

It sonsists of a Central Commission, having its office in New York City, with branches already organized in Doston,
Baltimore, Chicago, Cincinnati, Nashville, Richmond and Charleston. In its origin it had the sanction of President Lincoln:
it now enjoys the gordial approbation of President Johnsgon ; it receives from the War Department transportation and other
facilities 8o far 03 is consistent with the publie service; and in providing for refugees, it is in hearty co-operation with the
Bureau for Refugees and Freedmen, who are still, as heretofore, dependent on voluntary eontributions, through benevolent
societies, for necdful assistance. Its ohject is defined with precision by the following fundamental article of its Constitution.

W The American Mnion Commizsion is consfituted for the purpose of aiding and co-operating with the people of thoze portions of
the United States which have been desolated and impoverished by the war, in the restoration af their civil and social condition, wpon
the basiz of induatry, education, freedom, and Christian morality,"”

In the proseeution of this general purpose, the Commission contemplaies the following specific objeets :
1.—The relief of immediste want and suffering by the distribution of food, clothing and medicine.

2,—The restoration and enconragement of domestic industry, by assisting the people to obtain seed, implements, and
improved farming utensils, and other machinery.

#.—The encouragement of a healihful emigration, by the publication of trnstworthy information as to the character
and price of lands.

4.—The introduction of aceredited teachers to local agencies, nssistance in the establishment of permanent systems of
public education, and, when necessary, the temporary maintenanee of schools by voluntary contributions.

5.—The encouragement of a patriotic devotion to the Union and Liberty, by ass’sting to establish an intelligent and
independent press.

This work is one not of charity but of patriotism. We have but one country. In the welfare of every part of the
United States all Americans possess an equal interest.  The nation cannot enjoy prosperity while one half the lﬂm} T?mlimﬁ
erippled, desolated. We appeal then to all Americans to unite in the work of restoring the civil and socisl institutions of
the gountry. We nsk the elergy who bhave so well instructed their people in the duty of patriotic sell sacrifice, to instruet
them in the no less imperative duty of patriotic beneficence. We urge the women of America to continue in behalf of their
destitute countrymen, the labors which have so abundantly provided for the soldier. And in the name of all lovers of their
country, we proffer to the loyalists of the South, in their difficult task of restoration, our hearty sympathies and material aid.

| NATIONAL COMMIESION.

Rev, JOSEPI P, THOMPRON, D.Iv, - - - Presidest. H. M. VIERCE, Esq. - - = = Ret. Bec.
Rer. LYMAN ABBOTT, - - - - - - Cor Sen. A. Y. FTOUT, Kaq,, - - - - Treasurer
T. (. ODIOXNE, Esq., Clocinonti, - - - Western Sec, . W. LAXNE, Ex,, - - Chairman Exec. Uam,

HEW ENOLAND BRAMCH. MARYLAND ERANCH,

Cifice, 165 I aarl Slroet, Boston.
MARTIN C. BRIMMER, Eaq., - Chalrman Exce, Cop,
Rev. H. In MILES, D. In, = = Cor, Ber.

WESTERN BRANGH.
Ciacinaati, Ohic.
T. G. ODIORNE, Esq.. - - - Proesideat.
JOHX D CALDWELL, - - = Ber.

HASHYILLE ERANCH,
Mon. B RPOT, - - Presiilent and Agent fr Mildle Tenneoses,

Cflice B2 and 91 West Ballicore Bires’, Baltimoce,

G, B GRIFFITH, Esq., - - . - Fresident,
Lev. F. IERAEL, - - - - E « Cor. Bee.

KORTH-WESTERN ERANGH,
3Kk Clark Birect, Chicago, 11,

Mre. H. M, TRACY (UTLER, - - - President.
Mre 11, W. COBRB, - . - - - Becretary.

RICHMON 2 BF ANCH.

NORACE L. KENT, & = - - President.
DAVID TURNER, - . - Zecrelary.
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Feadquarters, Assistant Commissioner,

DUREAU REFUSEES, FREEDMEN AND ABANDONED LANDS,
SOUTH CAROLINA AND GEORGLA,

Chavleston, S, ., _ﬁﬁ/’ AT 1865.
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