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Near Pocotaligo Jan. 27 1865
Dearest
Night before last & last night

I stopped at an old house near the Pocotaligo
river, but tonight our field head Quarters have
come up and my staff & myself are again in

the field under flies. The water froze last night,
and it has been freezing cold all day today,
nothing like 14* below zero, but everybody feels
_as cold on account of the sudden change. I have
_ thought much about you and home of late
and long very much to see my way clear
to get there. Next monday we shall probably
swing off again and trust to a kind Providence

We do so many things that are wrong in this
living off the country in the way we do

that I do not like it and I am afraid

of retributrion. 1 am particularly made to feel
this when we reach a loyal place like Beaufort.
It is almost impossible to keep the soldiers from
siezing [sicl every horse & mule and appropriating
sundry other things that dont belong to

them. I hope indeed some wonderful thing

will soon happen, so as to let us return

to peace & propriety. I was treated very
kindly at Beaufort at Gen Saxton’s &

was made to enjoy everything I could away
from you & the children for which I

feel very grateful. I have sent Beebe




to join Charles. I am-elonly afraid Chas.
may give him the slip, having gotten

away before his telegraph reaches him.

It is a good deal to think of a regiment

of a thousand men to th-leave their homes
and go into the field & so few of them ever
to return, but I offer to get for them

the pleasantest and safest possible place &
am a little afraid I might not effect it.

I am now getting ahead far enough to be
envied & to be lied about to some extent -
and may therefore not accomplish all I wish.
Who will get up the wood and take care of the

pony. I expect James will be perfectly
. delighted with Guy's pony. 1[? ] Guy a little °

bit afraid his Mamma may have to sell the
pony! I want to know all about him &

his reception. This is a very peculiar country here.

A great many swamps and very little hard
ground there for [sic]l There are knolls on
which the live oaks are grown of

immense size, and then there were

houses but now chimneys mostly. There

are large [2}rice fields, they are redeemed
from marshy swamps when the tide comes in by
deep & long ditches. I am in hopes before

long we will get uiu ot the swamps.

[These ?] broad oaks with the moss hanging

in somber drapery from every limb would

strike you singularly. It makes you feel

sad to go through a long avenue of these trees &
moss - so much like a [ ? ] style. The shade trees

are always [green 7] and the moss always grey & dark.

Give much love to Mother I hope she is very well

[Note across side of page 1:]

and happy. Give kisses to all the children. [Mine ? ] are many for [thee ?]

darling -
Yr. loving

husband

Otis
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