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Hd. qrs. llth Corps
Boonesboro Gap Md.
July 9, 1863
My dear Major
I received wyour letter while
we were at Gettysburg and feel grateful
for it. You know very well how
difficult it is to write upon an active
Campaign and I have never written so
few letters as since we reached Md.
and Penna. In fact we never drove
business quite so hard before. Day
before vesterday we marche;bi?ﬂﬂ miles.
Our Corps is in advance of all
Schurtz [sic] DivD went forward beyond
Boonesboro last night to support Bu-
ford's Cavalry which had been fighting
all day - The other two Dives took

(west)

up position on the sides | of the moun-

tain to hold the Gap at all haz-

ards until the other Corps get up




The 1°° has come forward and
occupied the right of the road but
has now advanced to the town. Schurtz [sic]
dacts now as an advance guard &
is imstructed to fall back if attacked
in any great force.

The papers have from you pret-
ty full accounts of the battle of
Gettysburg. The ISt & 11th Corps fought
3 days - The others 2 (Thurs & Friday)
On Sunday morning we were riding
out to reconnoiter with the Gena &
forty guard - the enemy having left
the town & immediate vicinity - We
saw some Rebel Pickets about a mile
out when we got within % mile - The
Geniwaited while the rest rode forward -
We found a lot of stragglers &c
in a house about 20 rods from the
Pickets whom we captured & then

[started ?] forward upon the Pickets - I

had cautioned Capt. [Shorra ?] to send

3 or 4 men up to find out what



force was there & he did; but the
whole guard went galloping on so
close that it did no good and
suddenly a company of concealed
Rebels opened fire from a woods
uopn us - Griffiths was badly woun-
ded through the body near the hip.
This occurrence maddened us
all very much because it seemed
so uncalled for. We left him at
G. Rowland [B. Howard] had been with us,
or near in the hospitals during the
battle & he will probably be with
Griffiths till his wife comes.

We had a very strong position at

[Howard]

G. selected by the Genk o the first
day & occupied by his Reserves.

He would not have gone forward
beyond the town on Weds. had not
Reynolds (who was in command of both Corps)

already commenced the fight & sent back

for help - As it was, both Corps were

out flanked & the Gena sent orders for



them to withdraw in good order to

the position occupied by his reserve.
He had hoped that Slocum would

come up to assist in the retreat

as he was but two miles away but

he was too willing to demonstrate the

fitness of his name Slow come - In

saying he would not assume the

responsibility of that day's fighting & of

those two corps - His Dives were
finally sent up but too late &

the 1150 & 18¢

Corps suffered most

terribly in their retreat - losing many

prisoners - more than had been previously

taken from the enemy which was considerable.
Barlow was badly wounded & left in town

It seems they did not bind him, however,

& he escaped without parole when

Mrs. B. is now with him tho' she could not get into town for two days.
they left -, I cannot begin to give you

an acct. of the fighting - We never have

had so complete a battle - reinforcing

one and anothr part of the line when at-
tacked in over whelming force - We held it
most determinedly - The Ilth Corps did better
than ever before - though Barlow's Div.. did
(Howard)
not fight very well the first day - The Gen.. A
& staff were in the hottest artillery fire I ever saw

and remained in the same place night & day as

long as the Rebels remained except that when



[across the side of p. 1:]

they made an assault upon our front the GenE went up

to the front (some 2 or 3 rods) & stood between the guns of

[Dilger's ?] battery while they poured the grape and can-
ister into them - At
that time we were
subjected to a concen-
trated fire from 3
directions and a hun-
dred guns were open-
ed upon us - We
saw there the sub-
limity of the battle - The
enemy's lines gave
way and they went
scattering back as
Humphrey did
at Fredericksburg
(you will remember)
The losses are im-

mense - Maj. Lee

had his arm shot off &
amputated afterwards at
the shoulder - his
survival is doubtful.
The army is in ex-
cellent spirits though
terribly exhausted by

marches & without shoes

& supplies but during



[across the side of p. 1, con't.:]
last night we got shoes
by superhuman exertions
from Frederic also three
days rations - after one day's
fast - We will fight
[across the side of p. 2:]
them again tomorrow or perhaps this P. M. Gen Howard seems
to have the fullest confidence of Gen. Meade and has had the
command of two Corps 11th & Sth (a good Corps you know) - The
6th Corps has just marched past to the front - The Eth was less
engaged & suffers less than any other at Gettysburg. Please give
my kindest regards to Mrs. Whittlesey & if [Rodelphus H.] Gilmore
[across the side of p. 4:]
please allow him to read this. Was struck by a piece of shell but

not hurt - only had my c¢lothes torn & made my back tingle a little.

Capt. Hall was considerably hurt by a shell but is on duty.
Would be glad to see wyou back again especially

I & the Genl Truly yrs. C. H. Howard
[across the center of p. 1:]

P. 5. The boys were delighted

to hear from you. Walter read
the letter to them - Charlie is a
very good boy & useful - ["Ward" ?]

is worth his weight in gold to

Capt. Stinson & me
[note at top of p. 2, in Harry Stinson Howard's hand:]
{To Major E. Whittlesey than in Brunswick, Me.

H.5.H.

[NOTE: Portions underlined in red are in the hand of Oliver Otis Howard.]
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