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sy City Hotel Alexandria Va
Juty 2410 1861

WS

My dearest wife : :
' e On my arrival after
our wearisome retreat at this place
1 was cheered by an affectionate letter
from you enclosing one from my
poor friend Mrs. Greble. Since then I have
been hard at work organizing,_ feeding
& quartering troops. Our battle was planned
s0 as to break God's holy day. Charles & I
were under fire & know what it is to hear
balls whistle. My horse had a ball put thro.
his gamble [i.e. gambrel 7] & is very lame. After we
had reached Fairfax C. H. somebody stole
mine from me, but I recovered him.
The battle was about ten miles beyond
Centreville by the road we took. We were
halted by Gen. MCDowell some six or seven
miles this side of the field, & then were
ordered to hasten on, & when about half
way the order came to move at double
quick which we tried to do under a hot
sun. The men were many of them exhaus-
ted when we came into sight of the battle.
We passed the wounded for a mile before we
got into the open plain. We then marched




ahuui .a mile under fire ffnm ﬁetvy guns,
fm‘?_&_d two lines - oneol‘ the 279 vt. Regt.
Col. Whiting & the ethes 411 Maine - Col.
Berry. The other of the 39 & StR Maine.

1 marched up the first line & got them

well at work & then returned to the

vaIIef below for the other line. I

brought that up also --as we ascended

a the hill through a piece of brush wood
and emerged into an open space

and it was a warm place indeed. A

battery on our right & another on our

left were pouring the.; shot, u.pon us &

the musketry from the front. I felt in

no way unpleasant on the field. I kept
sending Chas. off on duty. No balls touched
any of us. Mordecai & Lt. Buel were much
ezpused. but a Gnod Providence or

rather a Good Lord protected us. We
retreated when ordered to do so at a walk
but all the troops were mixed up - till

we got to Centreville. There we organized &
marched back after an hour's sleep to
Fairfax Court House, slept till daylight on the
ground & then retired in order to Clermont.
The cars came to take the troops to town -

where I got quarters for them & here we are



[note across side of page 2:]
all but my m Remment which I sent to Clermont

‘};.-%

yesterday. 1am goiﬂg out there tomghL Much luve to

i '-J-m-u'-./

the children. 1 shall write Guy as soon as I can.

[note across Qide of page 1:]
Keep up a goo_c_l jleart darling. We l_lm met with a
sad reverse - our brigade nearly al} cut off. I lost all my papers
| . some clothes &
your miniature
Aff. Your
husband
Otis
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