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AMERICA LOOKS ABROAD

S

If compstition is the 1life of trade morica has no need for comcerns Owr
chief trade rival for foreign markets 1s showing remarkable recuperative capacity.

the United Kngdom in January of this year showed an incresse in exports
of 25% over the monthly average for 1§38, |

The increase of £68,000,000, in U.K. exports from £160,000,000 as a
nonthly average in 1938 to §228,000,000, in Jamuary 1946 is impressive evidence
of the vitality of Pritish foreign trade and the necessity for the keengst
endeavor on the part of Americen merchandisers in foreign flelds. The February
figures showed a further increase.

The breakdown of Dritish exporte is even more interssting showing a fifty
per cent inerease in exports of mamfactured articles and in food, tobseco, and
beverages.

Quantities are of course affocted by Lhe price scale buit the figures are
none the less impressive as demonstrating the speed with which Oritain is moving
to reestablish ltself in world merkets.

Neanwhile Americsn exports were nearly trebled in Jamary 1946 over January
1929 ut a substantidl portion of this is attributable to UNRRA &8 export of
manufactured foods incressed 1000% fram £16,000,0004 to §177,000,000, while
mamufactured goods increased from £134,000,000. %o £365,000,000,
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Ixports of industrial machinery ineressed 3005 from 122,000,000 to
26,000,0004 | b ,

In the field of foreign salesmamship imerics seems still to be a bit mid
Victortan. '

Peliance on pre war methods seems rather like a horse and buggy approach
in an aviation age. : 1

Stagnation prevalls in owr /merican Merchant Marine pending the reorganization
of the ¥aritime Commisasion. '

The retirement of Admirals Land and Vickery has left a great voide Thelr
gondus and leadership furnished the indispensable contribution to the winning of
the ware Forty million tons of merchant shipping built st top speod under
increditle. difficulties place all the allied world under a profound debt to
Adniral Land and Aduiral Vickerye

The attempt to discredit their service in order to lay the foundation for
the sovietising of the American Merchgnt Marine may well arouse alarme

The future of the Ameriean Merchsnt Marine and of American foreimm trade
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few veeks « o

‘The next appointment to the Maritime Commission may well be watched with
mm-ﬂm

Meanwhile the traveling selesman of the future is going by air.

Here Britain is outpointing imerica six to one.

$600,000,000, has been made available by the Rritish Coverrment to take over
the airways of the world while America has less than $100,000,000, available
in this f1eld. |
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With 04,000,000,000. inverted in alrbases around the wrld America has no
ﬂﬁh““ﬂﬂ“”ﬂ-whwdm.mhﬂh

In other wards we are pormitted to use alrbases we built alroad if we allow
other countries to use the alrbases we have built here at home.

Tis is not what a Yankee would consider a good horse trades

Britain with a jet turbine engine ready for commercial serviece is inm a
position in the next year to take full sdvamtage of the ten emtry points we have
allotted to Britain in handling American air traffic overseas.

with eighty pereent of North Atlmtiec air traffic of Americen origin it is
tragle that the story of the Americas Nerchant Marine seems likely to be duplicabed
and forelgn flag lines capture an inereasing share of this imerican trade.

Eritishers today camot fly Americen under Sritish exchange regulations,

Amerlean participation in world air routes is vital to imerican foreign
trade and to the peace of the world,

Trade follows the flag as certainly in this alr age as in the old days of
the clipper ships. |

America needs to look to its leurels if our overseas avietion is not to
follow the pattemn of cur merchant shipping of the last century into a tragic
eclipse with disastrous results for imerics and the worlde.
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