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e W, Sloewm, and after the Mll of Atlanta, we were ordered io
report to General O, 0. Hownrd] leal=quarters Army of tiie Tennesaoe,
at East Point, CGa. I had served with this Army same in the earlier

part of the VWar, in Missi

Lir

gippi, then with the Army of the Cumber-
1land at Perryville, Stone River znd Chicamnuga, tien with the 20th.
Aviy Dorp up to tlie Cirst ol Ceptember, 1864, and from Llis time

ti1l mmtered out, with the Army ol the Tenncaseeo,

o £611 of tho noble services rendered to our eouniry by this

erand army, will have to be left to abler pens than mine, but X
i1l try te tall you tonight some lealures ol 113 S54rvices 1o
Atlanta to the sea. On the 25th. day of July, 1864, Major-Gencral
0, 0, Howard was in active commmanrd of thae Army of Lhie Tenezsee,
nd unknown to this Aymy; boing an castern mEn, doubts were onilore
Ly ad dn the g ol DYy, Xno: Army's adnmiration 1
ral John A. logan, a3 to its probable efliciency under 1.3 now
Comunder. Ve 8007, rever, sll fears 3 iy ispellaed.
1 i VE vom the left to t o | t of cherman's

Army before Atlanta, and on the 208th. day of July Joughi o batile
known as the Sattle of Atlantaj in my opinion, this conlliet was as
gevere as that of the 22nd. Six charges were made on the 15th,
Army Corp on the 20th; these were met and repulsed wilth pgreatl loss
to the enery. Concral ioward on this oceasion won therespeet and
estoem of the oificers and men of the Ay of Lue Penncssee; ilhls
fecling inercased by time and service till the elose of tiz Vay.
Sinec Cencral ilood hed taken ecommend of the ponfederate Army
irn and around Atlanta, som¢ very hard fighting had been done; first,
gt Peaech Tree Creck} second, on tle 22nd, day ol July on our left,
and third, on the 28th. again, on owr right, as before mentioned.

It was said that after the latter engagement, one ol ow mén called

over to the enemy, "Say, Johnny, how many have you left?" Ile




-~




(31
replied, "Oh, about enough for another killigg." The fight was
practically out of lood's Army, and in faet, the Army of tho lenne
gagoee never had another pood opportunity to get at this Armay. We
moved onto his lines of communiecation south of Atlanta, causing him
to evasuete the City, and after a hundred and twenty=-five days of

e

ag harl murehinsg and ¥

chting as apparently could be e¢rowded into

that gpace of

time, Atlanta wes ours,
On the norning of thwe 2nd. of September, General li. W. Slooum
moved up from the Chattahooehe and entered the City, my mMoOn carry=

ing the dispatel:es to General Shoeman, near Jonesboro, anhouncing

ta ovacuation,
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was ordered to report to General .loward, cormanding Army oL e

About the lst. of Coctober, 1804, Geroral .cod siaried noria

his Arry, trying to reaeh our lines of corywnicetion, Ve fol-

P

lowed him so elesely, that he did not succeed in gdoing us very much
damor-ae We could neither ealeh him nor [Loree him inlo an ongu o=
ment,. General Shormen hed conceived the idea of dividing lids army,

leavins Gencral Thomas to look after the (onleddrate .imy under

v

Ty

Goneral Hood. About this time wags detailed for special gservice
in chuipe of a corp of secouts Lo keep Lhe Ueneral in commund ad-
viged of the movements of thie eneomy, When we reported encral
Nood's Army near Florence, Alabamm, our Army tuwrned baek, destroy=-
ing the railroad, severing all our comneéctions will ilie north,
destroying everything in Atlanta which might be of value to the
Confederacy, and on the 15th. of llovember, 1864, started on ihat

memorable march to the sea, ajor-General 0. 0. Howard commended

the right wing, ecomposed of the 15th. and 17th. army corps; lajor-
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GCeneral Slocum the left.wing, composed of the 1l4th. and 20th. army
Corps; Ceneral Kilpatrick commanded the Camalry.

Aftor so many hard experiences, from Aupust 1501 to liovember,
1864, this was the grandest feature of the war, VWith erders to
forese liberally off thie couniry, good roads, pleasant weather and
pract ioally no enemy, wc had a pienie overy day until we arrived
hefore Savaernah. Milledpeville, the [irst objective point, at that
time the eapital of Gsarpia, was entered by myself and five men of
ths corp of scouts, The eity was surrendered to me two days before
Goneral Slocum arrived with the left wing of owr armmy, The ripght
wing wenti to Torden.

M"rent ie appeals had beermede to the people of Georgia to
obstruet owr advance in every possible way, but there were gppae
rentliy unhoctedy wany of then, . in py cpiniong thinking Lhasi sell-
preservation was the first law of natwe, did not siand on ine
order of poing--=but wont. 7Tlie obstructlons were not bund.

ity of scouts entered Milledpeville as confederates, but

on seeing the situation, one of my men ocelled my atrention to &

rentleman on the walk and said, "Captain, that is the mayor: ¥ I
roda up to lr, layor, passed the time of day, and introduced nyself

a3 Captain Duncan, of General ioward's Staflf, ilcad-quariers Army of
the Tenncssee, !lis surprise can better be imegined than described.
e said thet the city had been left witlioul any deioncos, anc 4o
-as prepared to surrender it, I told him very well, I would
cuarantee him what protection I could until the head of owr column
arrived, I s ent some time in the eity., 2Ilere were nine e¢ivil and
military offieers in the room that we entered, and 1 vas informed
hy my seouts that there were 250 militia or guards stationed at

the Penitentiary. I excused mysell to so back to meet owr army,

arnd met Ceneral lloward next morming about ten oe)¥oek, after an all
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night's ride, reporting to him amd going to Gorden with our Army,
where one of my scouts had been killed the day that I was in Mil=-
ledpeville. The rebel papers came out afterwards denouncing their
"haby-Taced” Mayor for surrendering the eity to five "preasy Yanks"
in the ahsenece of any Armv.

Ceneral Howard commnicated with General Sherman at lilledgee
ville on the 23rd. of lNovember, and tlus the first hundred miles
to tho sea had been accomplished without e&ny sorious loss 0 owr
Army,

our next objeetive point was ilillen; I gtarted for this place
with a .detachment of scouts to ascertain the situation, and,if
possible, to effect the prelease of our prisoners. We did some
nard riding, but found, on arriving at ti is place about nidnipght,
£t olir visisomers had heen rempYen, We captured a rebel Major

and twWo men, and returned with tioa to our Amy. On the Side day

of Decembgr, Gencral Sherman arrived in (11l1len with the 17th. Ay
i LRl ¥ e St arpd 4 L . n - r " 1r ' -y - TE it o
Corpa meaernl oward was with tne 15th. Ay Corp soulnl o1 L

O-6épchea RAiver, opposiie learboro, Oeneral 5lociin WAs adoue four
E ¥ 14

wileg north of Millen with the 20th., Army COrj, and General Davis
about ten miles north of lid1ler. with the 14th. Army worp. +aud the
socond mndred miles to (he sea ¥as nooo aplished with prectically

i

no oyposition to owr Army, and Llie cOuUntTy rich in supplies., 1
menition the pesitions of thie different corys at this time, ior
later I want to mention it as a charaeteristic of general iloward's
with the ‘Army of the Tennoessog.

General lHoward had his head-quariers with the 15th. Army Corps
on the southwest side of the Ogeechee River. I, with my scouls,
xort far in advance, reporting to the head-quarters from tige to
time. During the last hundred miles we pceasionally ran onto smnil

detaclments of the enemy, that were on their way to join General
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ilardea at Savannah.

o |
G
=
=]
5

Ve erossed the Qpeeccheo Hiver at station 4 oy BWImmi

horases, and found the oneny in front of the 17th. .

Bome caArtii=worxs, bul Loy Ieoll Dack Lo saveanhisl Wioioll oL.oling
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Jur Aray soon patliored around Savannah; General mxd lowmed and
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try to ocom » Wl ur liavy, stationed in the Opgeechee Sound.

Our Army, up teo this time, had heen very suoccessful in ob=-
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taining suppliecs, but now we hud halted behind Savannah, and with
the exeeption of rice --- and the boys had tb thrash and hull that
-== there was very little left for us in the line of supplies. A
"erackor-line' must be opened as soon as possible, Our friends in
the north were gelting quite anxious about us; the only news thay
had eceived sinee we lelt Atlanta was through the enemy, and that
was neither relisble nor comforting to them,

wien General lloward returned from Seneral Sherman's hoade
quarters with permission to let me go, saying that I mishkt pet
through, General Howard prepared a dispateh to thc Secretapy of War
announeing our arrival before Uavannagh. 1 czlled for two volun-
Leers Irom ilie scouls to accompany me; iiyron J. Amick and Geoorre W.
ninby weni Lh me. Ve secured a small dup=out on the Savannih
Ganal and pushed out into the Opeechee Tiver, @Aoyorains on 78

o - . - - i - . - P R - 5 e B 1Y%
current, a oxprecting Lo pass TFort llcAllister thet nisht. Omr
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dup=oul was a very unstcady craft, and we had
keep it from rolling over; in fact, I thousht at the time that a
wash-tub would have been about as safe, but I don't think that the
two men had any more exjcrience on the water than I had, and 1 did
not have any; we new that people rode in sueh things, and we ought
tos Ve passed under King's Eriqre; the timbers were stillbarning
-~-=it had been fired by the enemy on owr a; Proaching Savannah,

ihe night was pleasant. The darkies were having a relirious
meeting; we could hear them very plainly in the stillness of the
night, exhorting and singing, as we passcd the plantations, and,
vith the exeontion of the continual dread, when anyone moved, of
having our dug-out roll over, we thouwht that we were getting
aelong very well.

Alonp near morning the dug-out came near ghore; the river was

petiing very wide, apparently, and not knowing where we were,
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we stopped &t some negro-quarters noar the river. 1 woke thigmn up

¢ was ceming in and 1
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yme inquiries. 1hey
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ecould not ro any further with this dugout. I also found that 1 was

on teAllister's plantation, and near the #Fort. ue then, by LI€
advice of this o0ld ceolored mn, deecided L hide owr dup-oult and

thae current in owr favor, and Lime to pass rort i¢gAllister 1in Lho
lark, A vouns colored man helped us io lllde the dup=-out,. iey [O
us somethins to eat, and I found thet tneg rmew er more aboul Lhe
river and obstrudtions then we did. 1 told this young man to b
yeady to go with us the next night; le deelined, and I rather urged
it, which was a mistake on my part, as 1 aftorwards learned,.

v« np¢ motting something to cat, this youny meh iloted us out
int | |"~.--_|-' '-n'l_ ermey AFOVEHY .‘:.-__-‘- " : P P 1- o v o ".__"_
Fone g Food way. 1T wWab {ze cold and we SsTar*ica s 1l Tide,

o men WwAre soon agsleep, @ just &8s da a8 broaking
the rebel puard, sent Lo relieve y picket that can on auly

over night, passed near Uus ena r od leading north from Lhe rort.

aTter t aged, 1 woko wp the men; wWe pul our fire out, but did

not tRink bost (o move iron e Wo wWare. ooy Ll pisketl Laas

e d been on cuty over nipht rode back past us to ard the Fort, and

we ronined without belinp discovered,. (/e had nothing to Cat

throiyy tho welore sun went down, llyron J. Amick :
stole Up to thie nepgro quariers U ve tlian prepere something lor

g: he ot ‘o but contld not Tind any © L o ot bagk to us.

he yvouny darky that I had insist od on roing with us had left, and

the ecnery found oul in gome way that there wera Yankeos around.,

. o T . ! i
After walting ior some decided to O
i [ o ey Yl Is mrl e o - ™~ ¥ & i iE A »
nd see whialt hadl GCCOme ol a squed ol

confederates started toward the negro quarters; the quartors were
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nicely whitewashed, and were up from the ground, so that we crawled
urder them. Amiek had a tin pail with something in it from the
negroes for us to eat; I never knew what it was, but it was guod.

While under there, the "rebs" were in the quarters over us,
abusing the darkeys and talking about the "Yanks.¥Y They soon went
awvay,and d@fter awhile, we e¢rawled from under the quarters. The sun
was down, but it was not yet very dark. We could see the "rebs" up
at the house, whieh stood on a beautiful rise of ground. There was
an open lawn between lleAllistor's lwuse and the river, which we had
to cross to pet to where we hnd hidden the boat. 1 asked the old
darkey where the young man was who was going with us, and then I
learned that he had left the quarters rather than take the risk of
getting by Fort MeAllister with us. They knew more than we did,
and 1 think that they hnd a superstitious fear oi' the torpedoes in
the river, We, however, crossed the lawn under the eyes of the
"rebs," found our dug-out without muech trouble, pushed out into the
river ard sctarted for the seoa., We did not go far before we ran
onto a boat on the river; we lay down flat in the bottom of the
dug-out ard let it drift by. We soon came to the Port:; they had
fires on the banks of the river, and stretched aecross, was piling
anchored in ihe viver, with torpedoes fixed, Lo wrevent owr boais
from passing wp the river. We lay down flat in the bottom of our
dug=out, and let it rfloat, not stirring until we were at.a safe
distance past the fort. We passed along very nicel¥ until after
midnight. We river was getting pretty wide, and we began to fEﬁr
that we might get into the sea and get drowned. We heard a rooster
erowing on ihe left bank, and concluded that we would pull ashore
end see if we could not find some darkeys who could tell us where

we were., This move came very near proving serious; the tide was

eoming in apain, overflowins the Yow-lands; we were surrounded by
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weter, and concluded that we could not get to that rooster. Ve

gtarted to return to the dug-out, but the returning tide nhad come
in between us and the boat, and we wandered about sometime be fore
we Pournd it. It was raining very hard by this Lime, and gquite

cold., We prot inte our dug-out, and coneluded to walt for daylight,

Ve were sufferins from cold and wet, and werc very sleepy, ue ilén
lay down in the dug=out, after emptyimg the water out of it, but
tiie rein and cold was too muell for us, The tide had risen so that

ken we woke w:, our boat was afloat, and we nearly capsized, but

- = ! % 5 3 . - A - E 4 s 3 'y % & Y
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Bl jnded to pyver and £ry to L i ere., ag
bl iy 4 v ".i"l na 1t looked voryy e gl a e o Q
eouldl erosa the river at this point, We thought our chances good
to perish where we were, so we sturied. We pot zeross,just as day

dawnad , The tide was poing out, and I told the boys to pull back
into the river and we would go down to the sea. Thore was a high
point of land near tlie mouth of the river, and gpparently, & plan=-
tation, We did not dare to trust owr fug-out any Huriher. Ve
landed, and 1 tried to make a fire, bul thc matehes were wet and
failed us. Amick, whd had pone to explore the neighborhood,
returned, and told us L!mt the plantation was deserted and liad bheen
for some time. Wo were quite despondent by this time, and would
have been rlad to have heen eaptwred by anyone. We coneluded that
was bettor to o to sea and trust to Providence than to siay
wre, We, howevepy, did not redlize how near we were to friends,
and the glorious old STARS AlND STRIPES, We did not go far belvre
we sighted a vessel stationed in the Ogeechee Sound;, ithey saw us,

I think, as soon as we saw tham. They lowered a boat and pulled
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toward us. 1 looked throuh my field plass at the vessel, and saw
that she carried the STARS AND STRIPES, When I told the men this,
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gave a start that nearly upset owr dug-out.

iAn ongign and aix men pulled up alongside of us, and we jump=

P = b T L 1, TR 1 o Yasd X [ —— . et | { = & s p . - -
Wa are throusn with yon; but 1t was faxen up wWith us, and sent to
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tle Hawn epartment, to be presorved as a relie of that service,

¥e Tound Captain Williamson, commending the U. 8. Gunboat
*Flag, " waiting to receive us, and,Companions, let me tell you that

in our eircumstances, it is & plorious privilege to fall into the

ids ef themrines, he changes from deapondeney, privations ang

I Ril* were very a idien.
1 object was acocomplished; surrounded fFriends, L]

el UL GG GLELOS el a8l dbn ONE0 LS, BVery comfori was provided

fopr g, 4dho sicam=-tug "Dendelion® was placed at my Qisposal; I
e ilton llead, rwarded General Ho 1's dispateh to the
gcretary ol var, mei General Jostier and Adniral Dahlgren, but
could n revail en them to tale us back to ow Arwy Lfor two days,
1 was low Fort llcAllisier just befare thie Fort was takmm,
and msot to neral ward's hoad=-quarters afte: 3 ¢ neral
rman had retired. The General was glad to see me baek, and 1
gan agsure you I was glad to pet baeck, &nd to pet my feot on terra-

LT ] "

inis practically setiled the Canpaign to the see; we were now
in direet commnieation with the rest of the world, and no quesiion
aboult supplies,

Heiore closing this pajer, I want to eall your attention to
the Army of the Tennessee under ajor<-General O, 0, loward. From

the time that he took commnd of the Army up to the present t ima,

the energy and foresipght displared by Ceneral lloward had placed and
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i armies on tlhiis grand march.

to thie front, many times, than 1 thought his

example more than by precent., The

srded, Enerpetic and apparently
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