Kent's Hill
March, 2?,1652.
Dear Mother,

I now slt down to tell you how I get along
away from all of my frienda,for I believe that I have never
been away before emcept that some one of my brothers has been
with me but I don't know but what I get along as well so far
as though some one of my friends had been with me, I am
situated in a pleasant room with a pleasant room-mate.I was lucky
enough to get in with Mr . Hewet whom I was acquainted with before
this I suppose Rowland informed you of.Anyone would hardly
thimk but that if I am pleasantlysituated I might be happy.
But althoughn I said I did not know but I prospered as well
so far without my brothers with me,yet I do not feel zo well,
I feel sometimes home sick but not much.But this is nothing,
I can't expect to be at home with my mother alwags,tho I
should like to be.My health 1s the mainm thing for sure.
It 1s as good as when I left home I think.I lke Mr.Torsey
well as a teacher.I have not spoken with him since I saw
him with Fowland at the Mansion.We have a blessing asked
before sating always,and every night and morning Mr.Eaton reads
from the Bible and asks someond tp pray or does himself.I attend
the singing school,the bill is so small that it will not
make much difference,l bellieve it is but 50 ects, for 36 even-
ingsa.We have had two or three snow storms since I have been
here.There was a public
(See next page.)







March
27,
1852
meeting of the Calisplan Society which I attended.The ques
tion was j;Resolved;that railroad corporationa are an in-
Juryto this stete.I do not think that the Androscoggin RR.
Co. has been much benefit yet.I don't know what ig may
be.I should like to hear how Rowland is getting alohg, }s
he getting well fast ob not? I have jus§y been down to
dinner,we had fish and rice té-day.It is Saturday,we do
not have to recite or study Saturdags, Manyof the stu -
dents go home.It would be much differendt if I could go hom=
every week, I have declaimed once since I have been here.
Rowland told poul suppose that I had purchased the right
to read library books for half of the termfor which I had
to pay l1l8cts,and also that I bought a lamp,when we were
coming up,which cost me 17 c#s.This 1s all the monep
that I have spent, Mylamp is in my trunk,Mrs.Eaton fur-
nishes the lighs,For one lamp and that 1s all that ww
use she charges 1lOcts,or five ap#ece.I don't think that
I could furnish my own light any cheaper than thet,I
have not beem any further than the meeting house.I went
to meeting last Sabbath all day.I heard Mr.Hawks in the
forenoon and Eldee Weber in the afternoon.Tell Dellie
that I want him to write me how the horses are,if the xxm
one is growing fat fast,and if he is getting much sap,etec.
I suppose you wlll have to do without Mr.Gilbert
soon,has he gone y et? and do pou know who is coming on

to our farm y et?







March 27%}852

Whose farm have they purchased for the poor? I want
you to write soon and tell me all about it.Has Uncle J,.
Leadbaetter moved into Mr.Woodson'sm house?Is Grandmother
with gpou now? If she is ghve my love to her.

I find the studyof Philosophyvery interesting.Mr/
Torsey has examples td show us ,of everything th-at our
lesson is about,

Tell Dellie that Mr. Eaton has got 4 little boy
eight years old who is #n my class in Philosophy and
Arithmetic hut he never studied Fhilosophybefore but
he has always studied Smith's Arithmetic before this
term.Give my love to all.,Was Rowland preeéty cold when he
got home?Write soon,Goodebye

Y®ur affectionate son,

Charles H.Howard
Eliza Gilmore.
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Whose farm have they purchased for the poor? I want
you to write soon and tell me all about it.Has Uncle J.
Leadbaetter moved into Mr.Woodson's house?Is Grandmother
with pou now? If she is ghve my love to her,
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Y¥ur affectionate son,

Charles H.Howard
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Kent's Hill ,

April 33,1852,
Dear Mother ,

Another w eek has passed awgy-----,I received

with much pleasure a letter from Rowland and Rodelphus
in which was enclosed one from Otis,I am glad that Row-
land sent it to me, I want him to consider this as an
answer to him just as much as thd 1t were addressed to
him.Rowland spoke about weering my boots. I wear them
all of the time,up to recitations and in myroom just as I
did at home.One morning I got up and took a run out on the
crust as far as the wwods,out south of the Mansion House
before breakfast.Tell Dellie there was a little boyup ther
getting his sap and he gave me some to drink.There was
also a boyhere a few days ago with sap sugap for sale but
I did not buy any.Fe so0ld all that he had within five
minutes after the students found out that he had anyto
sell.

I have just been down to dimmer and as it is the same
day of the week as it was when I wrote before we had the
samé for dinner.Ciphering I get along well in my studies,
I have got to addition of fractions in ciphering,I am
somé in advence of my class.I cipher most all of the time;
Myother studies are so easy that I think that I might have
taken another as well as not;but maybe that I s zhall have
enough when the reading and writing eslassas commence ;I dee
claimed night before last}] zm and to-dayI suppose that I
must write a piece of composition.I have not written any
yet,

Tell Dellie to write me another letter and te&l me if
hemade any April fools,The wihd is blowing hard to-day
but I am willing as I have a hot fire in my little stove

and my room beihg small too,It makes it quite warm, My
room 1s situated in the northwest corner of the house and
has two windows in itgne facew the west and the other the
the north.I wear my old pantw and vest most of the time.
##sdiid There was a man had his arm breken and he had to
have it cut off down to Pagette Nills.L believe it was in
the shingle mills.His coat caught in the saw and pulled
his arm on to it.He was a poor man and had a large family
to support.Mr. Eaton said he was in néed of each days
wages to support his family.Mr.Eaton got one of the boys
to g 0 around to the rooms here in the Mansion and get
moneyfor him and they got more than ten dollars I believe
and Mr.Eaton carried it down to him,dssiss e
et e S
I would like to have yu send me a few letter stamps in
pur next letter 1f pou have anyto spare.
i Srde b dede Sk ot
If I writea composition to-night it is time I was about
it.

Your Affettionate son,

Eliza Gilmore. C.H.H.







Kent's Hill.
April 101852

Dear Mother,

Time does not walt and yeu-£fi- another week
has passed and you find me again seated to write guu
another letter,icruudaisie

I should think that 1t would be a good sap day.

Tell Rowland that there was a pubkic meeting of the

Calioplan societylast night.The question for discussion was
Whether 1t is justifiable for the United States to inter=
fere In the affairs #f Hungary and Austria if Russia does,
that was the imort of it.Mr,larable was one and Frenfh the
other disputant.We had a lesson in singing this morning.
I suppose that I shall be obliged to buy me a singing book.
I believe that we have not yet a Dulcimer at home.I got up
at five oclock and went with Mr.Hewet to hear his class re-
cite in Geography.It would sult Dellie to studyGeographythe
waythey do here ,They have great maps so large that one
state on them wou;d be as large our little atlases. There
isn't any printing on them at all and some of their lessons
are to sing or chant the bodies of water and others the
Capes and Mountains,

SR S rE SR 0r  SiSb okt

I get along wedklin mystudies as wedl as I can
expec t and that is what I came here for.

¥ur affectionate son,

C.H.H.







Kent's Hill,
April 17,1882

Dear Hothakr,
It smowed Fast day all day and all night .I
went to meeting in the forenoon 4h which I heard Mr.
Weber give a short address and also a paper read byMr.
Foblnson.They organized thelr Sabbath school Fast Day too.
R RHERTRR

I read the whole account of the wreck &in the Ney York
Tribune.It appears that those of the passengers who have m
not got a chance to go to San Franciscoare suffering there
at Acapulso now,for I saw in the Boston Argus that they had

to depend upon the goodness of travelers for what they had
for theyhad no money.

I was glad to hear that the railroad was going to be
finished,and I have always baan in hopes that it would be
built.Although most of the folks did not wish to have it
go,moat of the folks in Leeds I mean] suppose Father has
more hopes of 1t no¥., that Dr. Hilbourn is turned out
for he used to saythat as long as Hilbourn was one of the
directors that it would not go.

B
We have quite a lurge cildes in singing now and we sihg
in the books .We sing in the books now and have got so that
we sing tunes in four sharps,







May 1}852,

Dear Mother,

L suppose Dellie had a good time last night for
1+ was Maynight and there was a Maybasket hung on almmst
everydoor in the Mansion.There was one hung on our door for
Mr.Hewet but he was not here.He went withnseveral others to
organize a Watchman's Club,up to Fagétte's,corner.

e R R s s R e

I played ball most of the forenoon,Mr.Torsey
was out playing ball.
$EH-S R R R R R
I don't Jmow but I wrote y ou before that I was
attending writing schood.I lkke Mr.Perley,the writing master
verywell . He gives us a kind of lecture every daywhile we are
writing,sometimes on Perseverance and sometimes on something
else.He has mottoes,if that is the right name,hung up in ¢
the room as "You can conquer byperseverance," "Excelsior."
etc.,
B e Lttt ER R ek it e ]
How does the railroad get alongfre they laying the
tEacks? eidtiaiardeies e e







June 6,1852.

Dear Mother,

It is two weeks since I have been at home .
After leaving Rowland at ¥emt'at North Wain I came up
across the pasture and was dn a few moments on Kent's Hill-

[- frn e Re Pl = tag - L -ged L E el -t ]
The prizes have been awmrded for writing and book#
keeping.

B350 S0 R

The exhibition will be a week from next Wednesday
and Thursday.Those who are to take part have not done
mach besides wrliting and committing their pileces.I don't k
know but I am as Interested in mystudies as I kave been at
all.We have got to cube root in Arithmetic.







Yent .ﬂ- Hilll
Aug,28,1852,
Dear HMother,
(Several Paragraphs omitted}

I have had to study pretty hard this week to catah up
with the class in algebfa,in fact I did not understand it
at all until I had gone back over the first part.I have
now fairlycaught up with the cddss in it.My Latin I like
verymuch.I do not find much trouble In keeping up with the
class and have got to reading some little short lessons,
translating from Las&in into English and from English into
Latin.

¥r.Carpenter stayed here on the hill untdl Tuesday
He came down here to see me Sunday evening and found a j
goung ladyhere that he was acquainted with bythe name of
Wilbur.She was about to put up her piano so he tuned it for
her.Tuesday morning he went with me up to Mr.Wheelocks' and
introduced me to Miss."heelock.,And I agreed to take half a
course of lessons off her on the pilano,which would be three
dollars and practice every day which will be about a dollar,
Mr.Carpenter thought I had better take lessons,.I took one
lesson yesterday.

I suppose that Howland and George are about to milk
now.Tell them I hope to see them to camp meeting.You must
write how theyare getting along with the railroad.Have guu
heard anything from Otis since he leftt0h,I almost forgot to
tell you it was mybirthday yesterday which made me fourteen.
I should 1like to have been at home my birthday, Write soon
Mother.

¥our Affectionate son,
Charles H.Howard







Kent's Hill.
Sept.l19,1852
Dear Mother,

Tis Sabbath day to=day and I am guite lonesome
while mychum is gone.I thought of gofihg down to Asa's(Arsa's?)
Friday nlght and of walking héme in the morning and even got
already to go.Perhaps Mother you wbll come up to see me and
bring my things.I should like verymuch to have you.I presume
you will think I am homesiek but I am not.After leaving Row-
land at Camp-meeting I went and found Roscoe and found that
he wished to stop the evening so I stopped and headd another
sermon which closed about ten o-clock.I then started with
Roacoe and another fellow to walk to Kent's Hill.We arrived
here at twelve o-clock pretty tired and sleepy.Soon we went to
bed and slept soumdlyall night and got up in the morning to m
gok to studying to make up what we had lost.

I have just made a pause in my writing to run down the road
and get the cows for Mrs.Robinson.They have been gone ever
since laat night,

I have recelved a letter from Otlis written the ninth.He
gave a description of his journey after leaving father and
Rowland at the depot,as far as New ¥ork City,sald he woulgd
finish in his next.You did not write a verylong letter,the
last one Mother and you did not seem veryhappy.L suppose that
you had not got over the bad feelings that you had in parting
with Otis for so long a téme and perhaps you miss me a little.

e e e B

I suppose the buys have begun to cut atacks and to go aboutt
the fall work.They told me that they were digging a well and
I hope that they were successful in finding water for we need
it mueh.The churhh has bought an Aeolian of Mr.Carpenter here
at Kent's Hill.Tell Rowland "Scribere cito,et scribere multum"
and tell,him to translate"Latinus magnopere probo",It pleases:pe
much that I can write some to my brothers in Latin,

R T 3 & F LIXTRTRIST R R R T

I am afrald that I don't take exercise enough.It is not as
it was last term.Down there the fellows would run in and tell
me that I must run out and play ball or something elsa.

Roscoe hRas come but I find that you have not seen him,Please
let the bad penmanship be outbalanced bythe quantitythis time,

¥uor Affectionate Son,
C.H.H.







Kent's Hill.
Aug,28,1853

Dear Mother,

My Jjourney home and teeatment there restored my
health excepting my cough which has become most entirelywell
bythe help of the thoroughwort.

It is the intermission betweent the forenoon and
afternoon meeting., I heard Elder Prince sermonize thies forenoon.
His text was Psalm 37,v 37."Mark the perfect man and behold
the upright for the end of that man is peace."

BRI S

Otls says he was put under arrest eight days ending
a week ago Friday.The reason., Otis was officer of the day.There
was a party. He could not go owing to his dutyas officer and
one of his clasamates didnot wish to go for his sister and
mother were there, so he{Otis) spent the evening with these.
Just as the Commandant was returnéng from the party there
was some loud singing in one of the camps and 0Otis was pun-
ished for allowing it.

L R 3]

When I got back last Tueaday Ifound that In my
absence Roscoe Had agreed to go to Belfaat to teach the
grammar school of that city,which is to commence the first
Monday in September.His wages are forty dollars and board
himself.Board is from two-fifty to three dollars a week.
He was engaged by Mr. Crddg of Readffeld who has been and
is to teach this fall the high schoolef the same city.

Fdb SRR M A S A R R







Kent's Hill
Sept.23,1853.

Dear Brothey,

I was very glad to receive your letter and hope
that you will econtinue to write ,firat because I am so glad
to hear from you how you prosper,for the firast time awwmy
from home,awayfrom your kind mother.Do you not misa her untir-
ing attemtion?and second,because I wish to hear how fast you
advence in you studies,how you like to study,and how you
study,since all you acquire now,even this term at Thomas School
will never have to be learned again,since your taste is an
important index by which we are to judge of your education
or what 1t is to be,and your habits,the moat important of all
your gualities.Yamxmmxkxdm as regards your education and future
life. You must do your best Dellie,to cultivate habits of
study now when you are just beginning and theywill never leave
pou.But this is not interesting,you will be better pleased
with my omm affairs and Kent's Hill news,I arose this morning
at half past four as I had instructed the wateh to call me at
that time.I suppose you know what I mean bythe watch.We are
all advised tp take owr turn in wateching,Bysspeaking to the
peraon who 1s to sit up through the night you can get up at
any hour you please,In the morning I got out my Caesar lesson ,
then as some of the student s wishéd to pibch quoits I did
this awhile fob the exercise.Then I wrote séme om the question
which I was appointed to discuss at the next private Caliopian
Meeting.Those who have been here before this term and are not
very poor at speaking are called public declaimers,declaiming
every Ex second Friday before the whole school.The othergs are
called private declaimers and declaim every Thuraday evening,
the ladies not being present.

(On the same paper,)

Dear Orilla,
I am glad at any time to receive a letter from

a friend and scboolmabte,I like Kent's Hill better thaen Top-
sham,one reason 1s that at Kent's Hill one has the behefit of

a literarysoclety conducted bythe students for mutual improve-
ment,and a large (that is,for an academy) library.There is

& public meeting of thds society every other Friday evening
when the ladies and citizens are present.Xixxkxthaxzpzisky
kxxxxx.last evening the president,MrJorsey belhg absent.the
soclety was called to order by the vice-president.Then as
usual there was a declamation by one of the students,then a
disertation by J.A.Winters,my room-mate.His subject was Socrates.
He wrote fifteen pages and a half,Next in order was the —
discussion of the question,Should Cuba be annexed as onf of

the U.5,A,%74%t firast there 1s a speaker on each slde of the







Sept.23,1853,
Page 2,

question who writes his plece,then the discussion 1s carried
on extemporaneougfhis question was decided in the affirmative
by four majority.After this we had a paper.Taki ng our paper
here in general,it far exceeds the one at Topsham although
there were some good pieces in that.Here they have a gentle-
mens' paper whichis read by one of the editors ,for they have
threey,and the ladies paper which was read by their editrees.
Then the Cdlliope was closed by another declaimation.I have x=z
written this among much confusion and should be pleasdd to have
you write again and seon.

YOUR Friend,

O Hil
P.5.I am glad to hear thaé temperance has inereased and is

krinmpking in Leeds.I beliewe it has triumphéd in the election.
prospering







Kent's Hill
Sept.30,1853.
My dear Mother,

I was real glad of the peaches,Chum and I ate
the best ones yesterday.Chum is going to leave me next Monday.
Then I shall not have a plous cne.l have got to have a pair
of thick boots.This mm is one reason why I wish to come home.
I don't know but Melvin could make a pair without measuring
myfoot as he has measured it so manytimes.I think number
five would suit.If he thinks so I wish he would make them so
I can have them next Saturday,as my thin boots or one of them
is ripped near the sole and so with my shoes.I think I shall
come home a week from to-morrow.Has Rowland gone back to
Brunswick?

AR e R R R R







“Hent's Eill,
Oetober 30,1853,

Dear brother Dellie,

It is half past three c8clock in the morn-
ing and I have risen to answer your good long létter begore
I shall have to study.I arose at three by requesting the watch
to call me,and I find that It has taken me a half an hour to
get dressed and build a fire and I find that I have but a half
an hour to write to puu for I shall be obliged to study Greek
at four.I think Dellie you are advancing excellently in yourr
studies.You did not say when school would finish.T hope it will
last a fortnight legnger.I will now pause and perform your kxix
questions in Arithmetic,if I can.
Fe R A S B 3 SR B S A

I am glad you declaimed and write compositions for now is
the time to begin.If you keep on writing often,you will get
so that you can write a very good one for practice makes
perfect.I was real glad to get the news you wrote and to
have you write about your good times.Study,persevere,this is
right,harder when you have angbhing hard to study,from your

Most affectionate brother

C.HH.







Kent 's Hill,
Nov.1l,1853,
Mydear Mother,

I was very glad to get so long a letter from

my mother last Thursday .It is the first long one for the
term and the secong letter of any king but then I have been
home so often that you have not had need to write.Firat before
replying to anyof your letter I will tell you when I shall
come home or when I wish y ou to send for me,School will
finish next Fridday night so I should like to go home on
Saturday.Perhaps if nothing happens to prevent,whoever comes
for me can get here earlyk enough to go back as far as Wain
before dinner,.,I wish Father to semnd money to pay the following
bills; Mr.Eaton's for board,woodetec. 320,00

Mr.Torse¥'s for tuition., about 3 5.00

For books £ 2,00
Miss Wheelockd for music lsaaonag 6,00
Total =

This is my estimate.l had about concluded not to take & school
this winter before I received your lettur,eapecillljps we

are to have a good teacher in our schoolgt hmme.I received a
letter from Otis a few days ago.He thought that I hed better
not teach this winter,This was the first Thad heard from him
since I wrote him about experiencing religlion.He was very glad,
he said it had benn his prayer.When I think of it I wis} to

be at home this winter,one reason for it is while I have an
opportunity I wish to enjoy the society of my mother,an-
other,I can study common branches and keep them familiar and
read considerable of which I have much need and can pracfice
considerable on the Aeolian.I can also help my brother Dellie.
And therefore at her home and my home I am contented.I now
like to,have youwrite about religious subjects more than ever
before.I think we should submit to the willef God in all things
and when we ask any thing try and not ask anything incompatible
with his will,Good-night,Mother.I must read and kneel before I
retire.I suppose gou remember that my Aeollan is to be esarried
home but the wagon can be sdnt with the seat as &t other times,
I think I shall need a cord to bind on my trunk with the Aeo-
lian,If I get a dictionary,I shall need five dollars more.l
believe Mr.Torsey has some.

From puur affectionate son.,

C.H.H.







Kent's Hi1l11,
March 18,1854,

Dear Mother,

My first week at the school 1s coming to a close.

R S A S e e e
Did Dellie arrive at home safe and sound the same day that he
left me?Did he have no trouble #&n driming the colt in the
snowstorm?and did he get the Scions for budding the trees
for when he had gone I found that I had not let him have thaE
money.I felt sorryand ashamed of my self but to no purpose.
The man told me he should ask about a fourpence ,and you let
me have 30 cts, and I should have let Dellie take it if 1t
had not slipped entirely from my mind.

et et Sr g Sl S Sk R S SRS AR

Dedlie told goujI suppose that I fpund Winter awaiting me at
the Mansion with the room ready for my reception though rather
a cool ond,I remained there with him til yesterday morning
when he went Xmx¥ex¥x with his sister to Mr.Torsey's to board
and T moved in with Bartlett Frost,Harriet's brother.The room
I am now in is the one I roomed in two years when I first
came to Kent's Hill,
R S L e e e e

Frost is a good studious and steady fellow and is studying
Greek with me.He is in advance §f me in Latin and helps me
whenever I wish very pleasantly.He has been here all winter

and has been studying Greek and Eatin allof the time so

Greek is more familiar to him than to me til I revétwed some.
But I have not found any trouble in getting my lessond
yet 1f I have not kept them in my mind this winter.Mr, Walsh
is my teacher and I like him better as a teacher than T did
Mr. Robinson. He makes his classes more interesting and
lively,gives longer lessons and the felloew recite better
ones.l am obliged I find to pay two dollars a week whether
I furnish my wood and light tr not so I shall not,of course,
My expenses will be more this spréng than they have ever bemn
before.I shall be obliged to buy me a Virgil and Lexicon.
They cost $6.20 here.

AR e S A e

C.H.H.







Kent's Hill,
Aprll 25,1854

Dear Mother,

209340 BRI A 1 B 2 RS
Y our letter contgined rather sad news , that of the
death of Mrs. Turner,It was unexpected as deaths usually are,
I receive the news of the death of some one of the poeple of
Leeds every spring while away from home and usually of more
than one and those whom I least expect as being near their
end.We know not who will be called first or last; how im-
portant itjiis that we should be prepared to go.,There is no
guardian against Death.
Rowland writes about my attending schood,where it shall
next be,spe aks of Yarmouth and says that they are to have e
new teacher there in the &ld academy. He also speaks of Andover
Massachusetts.Andover is] suppose,a very good school but it is
at a very great distance from homh so that the expenses will
be increased bytraveling so far.I do not know but they will
have a goo'd school at Yarmouth under a new instructor but I
certainly would not go there if the schbol is now what it was
when I went there firat.Then thare was not much else but drink-
inggarousing,gambling,andvplajing at cards.Although there were
a few 1t 1s not a good place to go to get good knowledge.
Sefe e b ddt M S S SEE e 3t SR STt S Sl S 3
There are about sixty ladies of different ages and stages
here this term but not any very goung ones.I do not know very
much about them as the ladies are no§ veryaapt to study Greek
and Latin.

¥ur Affectionate Son,
Charles.







Yarmouth,
September 90,1854

My dear Mother,

I have been from home anly about three days
but it seems to me much longer.I had a pleasant ride on the ¢
cars though rather warm,havéng my nosegay for a plaything.

I ahve it now but it has become rather dried . Always when my
ey rests on 1t,it causes me to think of the morning I left,
of the busy but happy time,and I sometimes wish I was back
home again.I found a pretty good room.Winter came a short
time after I did and 1s roomimg with me,.Charlie Haines came
Thursday morning and is boarding at Mr.Wiggin's house but he
has been in here much.

Wir R e A
The students boarding in commons this perm are =xii
xkmx many of them plous and all steady,studious fellows,
much better than those whe used to be here.Several of them
will be in my class in college if we all continue to prosper.
We have a blessing assked at table and are to have a prayer
meeting by ourselves Tuesday evening.

There is a fair in Portland next week] believe.Tell
Lizzie perhaps I shall go and pay a visit there for the fare
on the railroad is reduced.

How does Mr.Brewster get along with hia c¢ranberry ing?
Does he let people pick at wholes yet?

Y our affectionate son,
ctHlHl







_
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Yarmouth,
Sept.24,1854.
Mydear Mother,

Otis has gone so you are left at last without
a single son for company.Otld bid me good-bye with Rowland
wednesday night.I stagd with Rowland & week ago to-nlght.

I took a bath this morning in a place prepared for the
purpose in the stream below here.It is under a saw mill andxkh
there are theee-apartment s prepared,The water runs along xmd
in a large spout and in each &f the apartments there 18 a
plece of tin with holes in it nalled on to the spout over &
hole made in it,so that. the water pours through 1t as through
4% mx a strainer constantly.l stood under this about a second
or a little more three times.It did not make me cold or shiver
at all but I enjopdd it much.Then glving myself a good rub-
bingjIlcame back warm and clean.

Bt A A S R

In the afternoon I went to the Baptist,heard a man from
Madeira preach,His text was Tsalah 42 v 44,.He read a lecture
giving a description of thepeople,the state of the religion
etc.It seems that he is a Portuguese.Most of the people are.
The established religlon 1s catholic and the Protestants are
very much persecuted.le gave us a description of the manner
in which his sister escaped her persecutors when seventeen
vyears of age and came to this country.







Yarmouth,
December 24,1854,

My dear<other,

It 1s Sunday ncon and I have just retumned from
church.iir. Alken is our preacher here in the Congregationaliht
house where I usually go as it is much nearer than the Baptistt
house and we often have someone here from Bowdoin here to preach
Professor Packard gave us the sermon last Sunday. They also
have a very fine organ at this church which cost nins hundred
dollars.

b et R A W ST SR
We are requested to get a lesson in the CGreek te
testament to translate on Mondaymorning.It is the only study-
ing we do on Sunday.







Y¥rmouth,
De¢,25, 1854

Four A.M. Christmas morning.Il wish youa Merry Chrlstmas
Fatherjother,Dellie and Roland Alger.Indeed I hope you will =
all enjoy youmselves, Please write me how you are spending the
day and In what manner.¥ou must not forget that on this day
christ was born,on this day,the star appeared In the eastern
sky to guide the wisemen to the child Jesus.ind Don't be
forgetful of Him,His birth and His death for God was and 1is
constantly mindful of gou.

Etc.







B 4
Mre. Eliza 3ilmore

Yarmouth, April 15, 1855.

Dear Mother

I received yours and Dellie's letter in due season and
the 3 dollars with it I did go to Brunswick and spend the last
Sabbath, having borrowed some money of my room-mate. I called on
Mre Frost and found her and her children well and glad to see me I
should judge.

Rowland told me he was going home Wednesday, so I will not
write about his health and circumstances. - -----= Cur school will
continue 3 weeks from next Tuesday night, so you will have the op-
portunity of sending the money for paying my bills, by FRowland.
But I believe there has been a law passed from which it is safer to
send money by mall now. Do you have any preaching at the Centre
now? Elder Nutter has gone to New Brunswick I believe. I wish
they would get a young, smart man to preach and live in Leeds, who
would make the people out of their sleep. I believe most who at-
tend at the Centre, not church-members and very many who do not go
to meeting at all, are in a worse condition than the Heathen, who
have never heard the Gospel. And it seems to me had I the control
of those things, I would first and qQquickly send a laborious and
patient Missionary into Leeds. Dellie must not give over hig ef-
forts for the prosperity of our Society and the promotion of Temp-
erance. The friends of this cause are constantly gaining ground.
In the halls of leglislation they have helped it on by making the
law more astringent and effective. In Portland they have gained
a glorious and a most desirable victory by electiong Neal Dow
Mayor. Now it seems as though the cause ought not to lack sup-

porters in private, which is so ably supported in public. If the







(Eliza Gilmore 2)
government will make good laws, do let the people enforce them and
receive the benefit. Tell Dellie I have not received that letter
yet which was to be written by order of the Soclety every six
weeks to me. I am glad Dellie is getting sap, ete., for I am
in hopes he will make that body of his healthy and strong. Mother
please get Dellie to read aloud to you some day the piece on the
136 page of "Town's Fourth Reader." He must be careful in his
writing too, and especially in spelling, which is not of minor im-
portance at all in one's education. I saw a few words miss-spelled
in his last, some of which I have no doubt he knew how to spell cor-
rectly. I begin to review this week, the studies I have pursued
during the Term. Have you heard from Otis lately? I have not.
Dr. Dwight of Fortland preached here to-day- He is quite a cele-
brated man, and he did preach a good sermon this forenoon upon the
necessity of humility in order to become and be a christian. IHis
text was "Except ye be converted and become as little children ye
cannot see the Kingdom of Heaven." This afternoon he gave us a
history of Joseph. ----- I find, if I get on well, that just after
1 enter College I shall have 3 weeks vacation during August. Tell
Dellie he must write some in every letter. I hope you will write
soon. 1Is it healthy in Leeds at present time? My sheet is full.
I think I'll take a walk.

Yours affectionately,

Chas. H. Howard.







Watervliiet Arsenal N.Y.
Kov. 4th 1855.

Dear Brother Charlie,

I have just completed a long
letter to Mother, and----- wrote Rowland ---some time ago, stating
that I had forwarded a package to him by the kindness of Major
Symington. I want to know if he got the same. The Major says he
left the package in Brunswick. Give our love to R. I hope you are
both in the best of health. I have not heard that you have re-
turned to Bowdoin yet, but presume you have before this, as the
last news from Rowland showed that you were eating wvoraclously.

I have been to church at Troy to-day. It was too wet and rainy
for Lizzie to go out, so I went alone. I have a part of a pew at
St. John's Church. The Clerzyman, Mr. Temple, is a Welshman by
birth. He is not what is called an elogquent man, but his sermons
are very simple and practical and he is a very good man, which
weigh much in any man's favor. I like the man and his sermons
very well. Lizzie sends her love-------- Tell me how Mother was
looking and how her health was when you were at home.

Major Symington and Mr. Boggs were both away at the
same time, the former to inspect Arsenals at the North and the
latter as a witness on a Court Martial at West Point. So I had
the labor and dignity of commanding Watervliet. DBut both are re-
turned and I have relapsed into the third in rank. I am a little
too lazy to write more to-night.

Believe me as ever
Your affectionate brother
Otis







Thursday Morning June 19 1856

Mrse. E. Gilmore

My dear Mother

We were very much pleased to have a letter, etc.----
I thought I had written almost every week and I take pleasure in
writing as often as this.----- I do not have to study very hard but

yet do not have much time to read. I was vaccinated last Wed. and
as I did not wish to be exposed to the smallpox till it had taken
effect and as I wanted to make Otis a wvisit, I went to Augusta
Thurs. and stayed till Mond. Otis and Lizzie seemed glad to see
me. I carried my books with me and so kept my studlies along. We
went to Hallowell on Saturday afternoon and saw at Laura A's Aunt
Fannie. ©She was very much pleased with the baby. Otis and I went
over to Uncle John's and brought Aunt Ellen and her baby over.
Hers is 3 weeks younger. It 1s a smart, fiery little girl with
snapping, black eyes Uncle came over to tea. He seems very much
pleased with his little baby. Little Guy looks finely and what is
better never cries. Lizzie is perfectly well but Mrs. Wailte has
been a little ill. ------ It is now almost time for me to go to
prayers, for the bell is ringing. I rose at five. Aunt PFannie
thinks you are getting along very pleasantly now with no great
family. I am real glad our family is reduced but I shall add one
to it in 5 or & weeks. I hope you will come to Commencement and
of course 'Father will come to hear Rowland. We expect him to come
at any rate whether anyone else does or not. Give my love to Dellie
and tell him to write often and good long letters. Rowland and I
called at Mr. Sands last night, stayed an hour or more. Sort of a
society met there. Mrs. Frost was there with Ann Octavia. I should
like to have 10 dollars sent in your next, as there are several
bills to pay this term for which I have no money. One is 6 dollars
for books to a Senlor. -------- Good Bye to all.

Your Affectionate Son

C. H. Howard







Bath Maine
S&tl L] EY'B . Sﬂpt E k] 185& -

Dear Brother

You perceive I am in Bath and can imagine
where I am. But I may as well tell you how that I came down this
afternoon after hearing Senator Wilson at the Depot from 1 o'clock
t1ll the cars came. I was rather unexpected I think but Ella ap-
peared really glad that I came. She and Mr. Patten read that letter
of Otis' with interest. Ella showed me your daguerrotype soon after
I arrived. It is a very good one I think. I went to call on Miss
Hooper at about B o'clock. I was never there before. I passed the
time till 9% very agreeably in listening to musie of singing and
playing. Miss Hooper has a fine piano. There were five or six
girls there, two of whom I was acquainted with. I found Ella in
the library room when I got back a few minutes ago. She showed me
into this Chamber in the corner next to the Hall and when she had
got here asked me if I wanted to write something to you as she was
writing. I told her I would and she opened a little box here,
which contained the materials for writing. She then showed me how
to turn the gas off and said Good Night.

There has been a torch-light procession here to-night of
the Republicans. It looked splendidly and the Band played well.
It was very long, but I must tell you that we had at the least more
than twice as many to hear Wilson as were present to hear George
Evans the day before. Wilson is good-looking but don't come up
to Pitt Fessenden in making Speeches. You must be doing good up
there speaking so often. Geo Johnston said to-day he wished you
would come down here and speak for he wants to hear you. I have no
doubt now that Hamlin will carry the state. Capt. Patten admires
Stevens' and Winthrop's speeches at Boston very much. The other
parties here hate the Republicans dregdfully, don't you think so?
I find I have written considerable. I am somewhat tired. We want
Haley Psi U and what shall we do to get him? I wish you were here
to fish him. We had 89 for Hamlin, 46 opposition the other day at
our College election. Great many Republicans were absent and but
few Democrats.

Write soon and remember

Your Affectionate Brother:
To R. B. Howard Chas. H. Howard







Brunswick Jan. 24, 1857
Mrs. E. Gilmore

My dear Mother

Another Saturday night has arrived and the cold-
est day that Maine has ever witnessed has passed and finds me in
my old room with a comfortable and cheerful fire, contented but all
alone. I have just finished my first letter to Otis and now begin
one to my mother. These letters with those to Dellie and Rowland
are the only ones I feel much interest in writing and having an-
sawered.

My school closed last night. My scholars were sorry to have
it close apparently. It has seemed very short. I have derived
advantage from it. They did not expect the Master to visit so
much at #Palmouth as at Vassalboro. I have scarcely been out of
our room there except to the Club-meeting on Wed. night. 66 doll=-
ars were paid me by the agent and I hope all teachers take as much
pleasure in earning that amount as I have. If it was not for my
throat I should like teaching quite well. My room at first looked
dreary, but I soon had a fire from the dry wood of which my closet
was full. TProf. Cleveland says this is the coldest day ever known
in this climate. Thermometers stood from 36 to 42 all over the
country, from Augusta to Fortland. How did our thermometer stand
to-day? I can always tell better the degree of heat and cold by
that because I have watched it and can compare the present with the
past. I was almost all day in coming from Falmouth on account of
the irregularity of the cars on the Kennebec Road, owing to the cold
weather. Mrs. Susan Merrill-(Melville's sister-in-law, whose hus-
band is in California)“Plecened" the sleeves to my old great-coat
and I think I will wear it some while here, in my room if no where
else. Prof. Packard has gone to Biddeford, so we shall have no rec-
itation next Monday Morning. I do not think Dellie's room-mate is
as good a one as some would be but Dellie says he gets along well
with him. Merrill says he hag a pretty good faculty for looking
out for No. 1, notwithstanding our views to the econtrary, but when
I remember that it was apt to be the case with the rest of us (i.e.
to look out for Ko. 1) I do not wonder that he should be able to do
the same. Seems to me our Aqueduct must have frozen up this cold
weather. I had a school last Mond., so that I did not lose a day,
but I had only 8 scholars out of the 88. Ladd who taught in Vass-
alboro where I was last winter has returned and says he had a good
school. He had 20 dollars and I had last winter 28. So much for
my good luck and business tact, for they did not know much more
about me- nor any- than about Ladd. He is in my class and a better
gcholar in our studies than I am. In other branches and in general
knowledge like most of my class, he falls below me.

I am in good season on the ground this year. Mrs. Grow's son,
sea-captain, has got home I believe. There have been several deaths
of young people in Falmouth by Consumption this winter and last Fall.
How is the health of Leeds folks? Mrs. Merrill seemed to be attached
to me. She looked carefully to my health and comfort and found all
the holes in my stockings, etc. that she could in order to mend. I
hope that this cold weather will not inconvenience you and father.

I cannot tell how you are or what you are doing to-night. Let us
trust in God and love to serve and obey him.

Your Affectionate Son Chas. H. Howard






Bowdoin College, Mar. 9, 1857.

My dear Mother
Rowland has not been here yet. He went thro'
Wed. I have been disappointed in not seeing him make his ap-
pearance. Yet I shall have to excuse him as a young woman en-
grosses his attention and it is the way with all the world to
yield to the charms of women.

I don'"t believe in it however. I have fully recovered from
my sickness and my appetite was restored without more medicine
than some pills which I took just before I got your kind letter.

The money came all safe and was soon in the hands of another.

I sang at the Babtist yesterday. Prof. Packard preached
there. Mr. Moore of Portland, the man who is now so popular there
and preacke s at the new church called Union Churech, preached here
on the hill all day and I heard him in the evening. Le is a fine
looking man and preaches according to my views the gospel in its
purity. Is not doctrinal.

Dr. Sheldon of Bath former president of Waterville College
preached at the Unitarian. He you know has changed his views and
written a book called "Sin And Redemption." I went in and heard
him awhile this afterncon.

To get my lessons well now I have to study prettiy much all
of the time. Do not read any hardly.

There is some interest in Religion in College now so that
prayer-meetings are held in different rooms out of the stated
periods. I hope there will be a work of Grace here such as has
not been seen for many a year. I was glad and surprised to hear
you were to have some additions to the Church in Leeds. Mrs.
Brewster 1s almost if not quite gone. Our neighbors -

; are passing away but we are thus far spared. We are monu-
ments of Mercy.

Give my love to Father. I hope the papers containing an
ace't of the trial of Enight will be preserved. 1 had a long
letter from Otis the other day to my great satisfaction.

Remember me especially to Roland A and wife and to Roscoe
if he be with you.

Your Affectionate Son Chas. H. Howard







Bowdolin College d
Apr. 11, 185|1° |
Ky dear Mother

I received your brief letter with the money to-
daygnd your other letter in due season. 1 was hard pressed by my
part last week or I should have answered your letter before. It
went before the President today. It will have to be rewritten once
more and then I am done with it. That was real news from Rowland's
family. Glad to hear Cynthia was sitting up..Hope she will not
spend such a miserable summer as after Johnny was born. Then Fa-
ther is cutting the wood without help. Perhaps I may be of some
use at home this vacation. I shall I think be there Wednesday week.
Dellie wants me to spend the night with him and I think of doing so
if I can get away Tuesday. I enjoyed having him to see me very
much. Rowland wrote me just before Dellie came and I have not
answered him yet. Ella writes she thinks R. will come to Bath the
first of May. A society of the girls here have been at work to
ralse money for the seminary at Bangor and they are to have a sale
or fair at that time. I saw Mrs. Patten at Mrs. Frost's some time
as I may have mentioned to you. She enquired about you and as did
Mrs. Frost. I took dinner there. Anna Hattie Mrs. Patten's young-
est girl and "Sis Putnam® Dr. P.'s daughter who married a sister of
Mr. Prost were there at"Aunt Jane's" stopping for a few days. They
walked over to Brunswick with me on the R.R. to get the N.Y.Ledger.
They had got interested in reading a story "The Hidden Hand."
Probably you know more about it than I do. I showed them the book-
store and they started on their way back. Ann Octavia is at Bath
taking lessons of Ella and going to school. I received a letter
from Ella a day or two ago, the first I have had this term. I be-
lieve it was my turn to write, at least she reckoned so but she want-
ed me to come down and as I have been there for a long time I think
I shall go next Sat. and spend the Sabbath.

Yesterday was the day you wrote your letter. It was a fine
day and a fine evening. They had preaching at the Baptist by a
minister from Boston. An Evangelist, something like the one who was
here last Summer. He told a good many anecdctes and some of them
calculated to drive away all serious thoughts, in fact they set the
whole house in a grin or titter. I don't like such things in the
pulpit on Sunday. But he is smart, got a thundering voice and drew
a great crowd to meeting. He is going to preach every night during
the week and hold a union Prayer-meeting for one hour every after-
noon. He will also preach next Sabbath. The house was crowded. They
have no preaching at the Baptist in Topsham now. Ulr. Robbins has
resigned. There was trouble about his second wife whom he married
during last year under suspicious circumstances. I feel in hopes
some sinners will be awakened by this Mr. Burnham's preaching not-
withstanding his peculiarities. You have probably learned ere this
of the death of Fuller's mother. She died Apr. lst at 4 o'clock A.M.
He wrote me that morning. He won't be back till next term.

I wonder if the R.R. is completed to Farmington. It has been
fine weather for them to finish it lately but today is snowing again.
------ I hear Holbrook recite now at 1 o'clock. Probably he will pay
his tuition at the close of the term. It will be $1.00 as he will
have been here two weeks. With this I can pay Mr. Curtis (Diogenes)
for bringing up my load of wood and mending my pants and another bill
of 25¢ at the Bookseller's and have money to get home with. Without
this I can let those bills go till next term and then I shall have
30¢ left provided I to to Bath next Saturday.







(Mother 2)

It is now almost 10 o'clock in the evening. I paused at this
point and read over my Chemistry lesson for the morning and now it
has got to be my bed time and I will finish my letter in the morn-
ing. I hear Nettie recite every morning. She had just finished
washing this morning. Thelr girl went away last week. Nettie is
attending a singing-school now Monday and Tuesday nights. It is
an association rather than a singing-school and will give a con-
cert next week. -

Tuesday Morning. I have but a few moments to spare to write
this morning. I am at Mr. Meryman's. Came down after breakfast
and have heard Nettie recite and now must return to hear a lec-
ture from Prof. Chadbourne, it being 8% o'clock.

Nothing had been said about Nettie going to Leeds until you
wrote. I was glad you wanted her to come but it is uncertain
wether she will be able to do so. I doubt if whe comes to Leeds.

In haste, I am Your Aff. Son
C.H.Howard







Mrs. E. Gillmore.
Bowd. Coll. July 7th 1857.

My dear Mother
Though I have not time now to write long yet
believe I will begin a letter to you. I am well and as happy as
I am wont to be, perhaps happier than usual.

There has much occurred of late to make me happy. I re-
turned yesterday morning from Hallowell. We united with the
Church as contemplated. Frof. Shepherd preached a most excellent
sermon in the forenocon from Galatians 2d 19th and 20th verses.

At its close those who had been propounded were invited to come
forward. We stood before the pulpit, another young man named
Atherton and two young ladies. HRowland and I and 1 young lady
were baptized. It was a solemn occasion to me and I think at-
tended with a blessingio my soul. I never shall be sorry that

I waited no longer. It was a good opportunity and I had settled
in my mind that this church conformed nearest to my interpreta-
tion of Gods Word and dispensation. I do pray that I may be as
willing to do what I feel to be his will in all things.

Oh I was so much rejoiced to hear about Lizzie. This life
1s now worth living and when s8he is done with it she has the
assurance of meeting her much lpved Savior and being united again
to her dear Mother.

How can we thank enough Our Father in Heaven for his Mercy
and lave to us? I am determined to try always to show forth my
gratitude by my daily life. May His Spirit aid me and you. Our
hearts are still liable to sin but the Redeemer will forgive and
receive us to himself and this is our ground of hope. It is
foolish to suppose we can live free from sin but it requires only
a willing mind to repent and ask forglveness. If the Lord never
withdraws his Spirit it will always enlighten our hearts, our
consciences so the sin will appear to our view. Oh that a hatred
of sin might possess me and a love of holiness!

Mr. Webb of Augusta preached in the afternoon. I think I
like Prof. Shepherd best but Mr. Webb also preaches excellent
discourses. Rowland and I walked to Augusta Sat. afternoon and
called at ¥r. Turner's and Charlie Mullikins. We saw Mrs. Tur-
ner Capt. Turner's wife. She is far better than when I left
home. She had not heard from Leeds for some time. Seemed very
glad to see us., -—--—---

We returned and took tea with Aunt Ellen. RK. expects to go
there to live very soon I believe.

After supper we called at R.G.Lincoln's to see Frof. S. He
was not in and I went home and went to bed. I have told you
about the Sabbath. It was a very interesting day to us both. We
went to Lowden Hill to a prayer-meeting after meeting. I left at
5.20 in the morning. That this may go today I will close and carry
it down.

Your Affec. Son
C.H.Howard







To FE. H. Gilmore
Bowd. Coll. July 25, 1857.

My dear brother
I received your last letter with great pleas-
ure as usual. Am glad you got me so good a bargain in the lamp.
I had bought one here for $4.00 which I ought to sell for the
same. I have not yet paid for nor taken it from the person I had
it of.

I have not done quite so well for you but have got a Greek
Lexicon, very good one, for $3.00. Price of a new one is $4.50
and sometimes $5.00 I think. I shall want you to remit the $3.00
to me as soon as you can as he wants his pay between this and
Commencement.

I suppose I could not get a second hand Latin Lexicon for
no one wants to sell their Latin Lexicon. TYou would like to have
a good clean Andrews Latin Lexicon I think. I got a new one and
have kept it covered and looking pretty well. You will want to
keep it all your life. Price $4.25.

I received a letter from Mother day before yesterday and she
had lately heard from Rowland and Otis. Otlis was in search for
Indians. R. at Hallowell and doing well. All well at home. I
got Ella to show me your letters while at E. last Sunday. I was
much pleased with them.

Cannot write more. HRemember me when you pray.

Your Aifectionate br. C. H. Howard.







Brunswick Dec. 14, '57

My dear Mother
Two weeks have slipped by----I came tonight
to a new place to board. I have been for the whole two weeks at
one place, the Agent's Mr. Snow's. MUy school consists of 46 all
told. Not very hard, not very easy, longer than I had anticipated.

Most of the time I have enjoyed myself tolerably well. But
some days when I don't feel very well and am a little cross then
the scholars are out of sorts and all goes wrong. You perhaps
will agree however that I am not very apt to be cross(?) and hence
that the most of the time the school goes pleasantly. --I was
strict today but it sat well on them. One boy of 16 last week
caused me some trouble as he has all the masters I hear. I told
him to stop after schocl and he did not. Then he feared to come
to school till the next afternoon at recess when he came in after
much persuasion by his folks, the boys and others.

I told him to come into the floor and he did so. I asked
him if he was sorry he disobeyed me. He said he was. I asked
him if he would do it again. He said "No." I told him to say
"No Sir" and he said it and took his seat and has been a good boy
ever 8ince.

At Mr. Snow's where I've been boarding they had children and
it was rather noisy. Mr. Snow was a great talker and I couldn't
read much. I like it here much as it is still. This man's name
is Bnow too. He has two children, one 22 a man, the other 18 or
20 a young lady. Both go to my school and are quiet and agreeable.
Mr. and Mrs. Snow about 60 years of age are quiet. I've been
reading the N.Y.Independent all the Eve. which I have to read from
the kindness of a classmate Mr. Howe of Lowell. He told me I
could have the reading of it and I offered to send it to him af-
terwards so the New York Independent, edited by H.W.Beecher, his
sister, Dr. C and others comes to me at the rate of about 6
cents for the winter or a cent for every number sent to him.

I've read some aloud to them tonight, a piece of poetry on the
honor of a grey head, another The Christian Merchant but I am
hoarse now. Went to the village Saturday afternoon and was con-
tented and happy Sunday. Heard two Sermons from Mr. Reed and
listened to his providential cal to the ministry and his Chris-
tian experience in the evening. I sang in Church, attended Choir
meeting Sat. night and selected every tune to suit my own taste.
Sang also in the evening, selecting and giving the pitch of every
tune. I got cold but shall scon be free from that. Had a letter
from Rowland and Otis and from Dellie during the last half of the
week. ----Dellle is doing well in his studies and has about given
up the 1dea of coming to college next Fall of which I am glad as
it will give him a chance to keep school next winter and earn
something and also the chance of getting a good fit. Otis is
prospering. Llzzle has two girls but the care of the children
wears upon her some. The litile girl is bound to have a red head
which I was aware of all the time tho' I did not mention it before
Lizzie but once.

Rowland is about his Master's work. Is enjoyed in a flour-
ishing S.5chool which he and E. of Hallowell have just established
in the Suburbs of Bangor.

Otis preaches on various portions of the Lord's Prayer every
Wednesday night. I am a mile from the school house now but I

have my luck"to take my dinners warm and nice very near the school.







(Mother 2)
Oh I hope you are happy and cheerful this winter and wil al-

ways be so as long as you live which I hope, God willing, may yet
be many years. I stop at Mr. Meryman's when I go to the village.
Have been urged by Frofs. Packard and Chamberlain to spend the
Sabbath with them.

Write me soon Mother for nothing can give me more ease of
mind than to hear often that you and Father are well and prosper-
ing. Good Bye
Your Affectionate 3Son,

C.H.Howard







Brunswick Jan. 27, 1858.

My dear Mother

I ought to have written and sent you a letter Kon-
day. The Eolian came in safety. HRowland came on the same itrain
of cars. It was a pity Father did not go down to the Junction
with it on Sat. and consign it to Rowland but you did not know he
was coming thro' I suppose. It came by express and therefore
cost a dollar instead of 37 cts. I guess Soloman did not mark it
with the chalk for Yarmouth Junction. Howe could not find it. But
while I was talking with Rowland and had just mentlioned the Eolian
the Express man came up and asked if there was any such a person as
Charles H. Howard in these parts. He knew Rowland and spoke to
him. I took it over to kr. Meryman's where I spent my Sabbath.
Since I came out to my school I have had so many things to attend
to, and cares, that not till I had gone to bed last night did I
think that I ought to write and let you know of the safe arrival.
I had thought of you many times and of the Eolian but when I had
the opportunity had not thought of writing.

No, Mother I have not heard from Otis since you have. I ex-
pected Rowland up from Bath to see me Monday night, but last night
it rained. Oh what a splendid day it has been teday. I have been
looking for R. and Ella all day and am going out to the Village
after Supper and see if I cannot find them.

He said he should come up. He looked as usual and sald he saw
Dellies at Anburn,. -------=====

The term as begun and it makes me homesick to hear the ringing
of the distant bell. It reminds me that College 1s going on but I
do not and probably cannot study a mite. This house and family
where I board consists of 1 room and two bed rooms and a “butry"

2 1little girls and a young man of 22 that go to school and a father
and mother. You see the chance of study is small. There is a hole
in the toe of my new boot which I must have mended tonight. It
will take my last quarter of a dollar and so I would be glad to
have some more. Did not suppose I'd have to pay so much for Eolian.
Your Affectionate Son
C.H.Howard







Bowd. Coll.
April 5, 1858.

My dear Mother
Saturday afternoon I was writing on my lst

Theme. I am now pretty much made up, all but my themes. Our va-
cation 1s at hand. I suppose our Examination will occur on Tues-
day two weeks from tomorrow. Expect me as soon as Wednesday for
my stay at home is to be so short I don't mean to delay getting
there. I hope you are well mother if so it seems to me I shall
have a very pleasant visit. My clothes perhaps more than usual
will need your attention if you are well. I have been away a long
time now. I want a palr at least of geocod shirts and if you could
get the cloth so as to have them set about soon after I get home
it would be well. I want a couple of Collars to say the least.

I have left in a condidtion to be worn only that pair of
black pants which were Otis'. I have just put them on. Hope they
will last the fortnight. The taylor is making me a pair of black
Doe-3kin as I found those others wore so remarkably well. I have
one shirt which sets well and I will I think have the others made
by it. They told me this winter that some of my old shirts de-
served new bosoms.

So much for clothes. Now I want you to tell me what you think
about bringing my Eolean home this vacation. I would like to have
it here during term time and it is questionable whether during this
short vacation it would pay for the expense of transportation. If
you think best I will pack it again. I want to read studiously
while at home because I have not read a word this time owing to
making up. I am not one to read fast and remember without effort
and T feel as though I shall be deficient when I come to call on
my mind for thoughts on the various subjects which must be treated
of while here and when I have left College. --=-==

Tues. afternoon. I have just returned from dinner. There is
a prayer meeting at this time down at the vestry every noon for a
half hour. I sometimes go down. We have a meeting in one of our -
recitation rooms three times a week from 12 to 12%.

There was preaching almost every night last week at the vestry,
once by Mr. J.S.C.Abbott, once by Mr. Morse the Methodist, once by
Prof Packard and by Dr. Adams. Dr. Adams was up at my room this
forenoon. He has never been here before and I have never known him
to call on any student sinece I have been in College. He knocked at
the door, I said "Come" and he opened the door and looking in and
seeing several in here studying (as it was just about recitation
time) he remarked that he would call again at some other time and
retired. George Moody a particular friend of mine of my class and
who rooms on this floor has just indulged a hope in Christ. There
have been some out of every class.

Possibly I may come Tuesday, Mother, but if it is not perfect-
1y convenient you needn't send to the cars. I can walk down, if
I come. I have heard from Dellie. He is well. Give my love to
Father. I am glader than ever that vacation is at hand.

Your Affectionate Son
Chas. H. Howard.







Bowd. Coll. Mar 28, 1859

My dear Mother
I have an opportunity of sending a letter thro'
by Mr. Fuller of my class. He is going up in the cars, so I
thought I would write a few lines at least.

Mr. Fuller's mother is just gone with the Consumption. His
father wrote Saturday for him to come home and he will not be
back this term. He has been fearing she would be worse this Spring.
His sister was at the Maine State Sem. but went home last week. He
looks pretty solemn. He will probably lose a most estimable parent
making his home in a measure desolate. He will also losc his
college priviledges of the remainder of this term which is about 3
weeks and they are of more account as Prof. Chadbourne goes away at
the close of this term and he will lose his lectures and dther in-
struction.

Fuller has been with me about as much as tho' we used the same
room. We have got nearly all our lessons together. We read the
Mental Philosophy aloud, reading each alternate sections. Some-
times I am in his room which is by the side of mine and sometimes
he is in mine. He 1s reading my Independent here now. He takes
the Transcript and I have the reading of that. I forget whether I
have written since I got my last papers or not. I will not trouble
you to send any more this term as I have my part to attend to now
and can have little time to read.

What a beautiful morning we have. I got up about 5 o'clock
to get my Chemistry. After breakfast I went down to Mr. Meryman's
as I do every pleasant morning to hear Nettle recite but we fre-
quently go out to take the morning air. Today we went to walk and
talked on the subject of the lesson with her instead of hearing a
lesson from the text book.

I went to church on the Hill yesterday. Dr. Adams exchanged
with Mr. Walker of State St. Church in Portland. He is a young
man and a very interesting preacher. In the evening I went to the
Vestry to hear the first of a series of sermons by Prof. Egbert
Smyth. His subject appeared to be God as the moral Gov. of the
Universe. Besides the natural evidences of this and those from the
reason of the thing he spoke of the direct Communications-----
recorded in the Bible. First the Prohibition to Adam and Eve, 2d
the Decalogue, 3d the Transfiguration Scene when He sald "This is my
beloved Son, Hear ye Him."

We have every reason to bellieve what was communicated in the
two last holds good now and will always hold good. Christ came to
fulfill the Law.

I was over to Mrs. Frost's last Thursday noon. Saw Mrs. Fotter
there. She went out in the train expecting to meet her husband on
Brunswick side and go to Bath. They came up the day before to Mr.
Center's funeral. He was a cousin of Mrs. P. I believe. One of his
daughters Anna Hattle was there and was going to stay till Sat. Ann
Octavia was down to Bath. Has been there some time going to a pri-
vate school and taking lessons in mucic of Ella.

Ella I suppose you know talks of going to K.York and to West
Point among other places. Otis has invited her to come and spend
the next winter with him. I should like to go. What do you think
about it? I have a great notion of getting a school to keep this
Fall. I have not heard from Rowland for some time nor from Dellie
for a week. I want to get a letter from him soon. How does the
wood pile come on?
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(Mother £)

They expect Albert Fotter home the first of May or before and
Ella will not probably start for N.Y. till after he comes. She is
going to Mr. George Fotter's Wedding which occurs in June.

The snow is almost all gone here but I suppose you have a
goodly quantity yet.s---== Give my love to Father and remember me
to Roland and Cynthia and Johnny, to Thomas and Abbie if they are
there. How does the R.R. come on?

Your Affecticnate Son

C.H.Howard.







Leeds Me.

Apr. 27, 1859.

My dear Julius
You dont know how glad I was to have such a

letter from you and Melville. ] did not know Melville was with
you before and did not even know certainly where you was or what
you was there for. I am bad enough off to be sure but after
thinking and praying over the subject a good deal I cannot think
it is better for me to leave College now. If I left I could not
graduate in this Class and I should never want to enter another.
My friends would not appreciate my case fully, no one would under-
stand it as you and Melville would. I am no worse than I have
been for four or five years that I know of. To be sure I have had

three or more times during the week past but I dont ex-
pect to have another for several weeks. 1 am delighted at the
prospect of your being Cured but dont dare to hope such an attajn-
ment for myself. Go on, God speed to you my dear fellows. I
thank you so much for your interest in me. If I live till the
10th of August and you are benefitted in the meanwhile, as you ex-
pect to be, then I will go to Hill. I was intending to teach this
Fall but I will give that up.

Write me what you do, .say when you get up in the morning,
when breakfast, what you do before and after and how you ocecupy
yourself during the day. Dont the Doct. think you better read
any? That is strange. Are there any others with the same trouble
as yourselves. You sald other patients butlIdidn't know what their
ailments were.

I shall, if I live so long, surely come to Hill, but I do
hope (though you know how glad I'd be to have your Company) that
you will be well men before that time. My folks are looking with
high hopes to my Commencement. GSome are coming from H.Y. to see
me graduate. I shall not do very well and cheifly I think owing
to this deplorable difficulty. I shall not be good for anything
in this world, with this body, only I am relieved from this life-
draining disease. I had the highest hopes and I tru#st noble ends
to attain but for some months, yes for years now I may say I have
with difficulty refrained from feelings of discouragement. I
want to benefit the world, the human race, but how can I do it if
dragged down by this load. I feel like a man tugging under an in-
supportable weight. Sometimes I'll muster strength enough to 1lift
it up and try on for a little distance and then I give away and
more, I go down, down. But now there is something bright ahead,
especially if you and Melville get cured. God bless you my dear
boys. 1I'll come when I have finished what my 'hands now find to do."
I'11 do this with what little "might" there is left in me.

Affectionately yours
C.H.Howard

I go to Brunswick week from Friday.
Write before if you can, if not write
me just as soon as you can. I want to
know how you get along. Gratify me
will you?

C.H.H.







Bowdoin College
July 26, 1859.

My dear bMother
It was with the greatest pleasure I received

your letter last night. I meant to have written before but have
been so busy with my part that I could not get time. I have
written two since that one Rowland knew about. That did not suit
the President and after talking with Prof. Chamberlain, but not
seeing the Pres. I wrote another. This seemed to suit Prof. C.
but when I came to see the Pres. I found he wanted me to write on
a different plan or rather it was almost a different subject.
That was only last Thursday. I felt rather discouraged at first
but finally sat down and wrote Friday but did not like what I had
got at all. I felt well Saturday and began and wrote the whole
thing and after rewriting part of it yesterday I carried it in to
Prof. C. and the Fres. and neither found any fault and so my part
is done, finished last night!

You did not write when you was coming but I suppose the first
train on konday, arriving here at 2}. At 2% the exercises of our
class day begin  You would enjoy witnessing these I doubt not.
First an Oration and Poem by members of my class, then at the old
tree, a class History, a Prophecy, an address to the tree, an Ode
written by PFuller will then be sung by all who can sing. Then we
each take one draught from a big pipe, the Calumet of peace and all
our difficulties and differences vanish away in smoke. Prize dec-
lamation of Juniors Mond. Eve. Cration before the Phi Beta Kappa
Tuesday forenoon will probably be the most able production of
Commencement week. It is by President Sears of Brown University.
Tuesday P.M. Oration and Poem before the United Socieies Ath and
- Penc. Dr. Holland Editor of the Springfield Republican and author
of Titcomb Letters and a new Poem "Bitter Sweet" is the Orator and
will give something exceedingly fine. Poem by Melville Fuller of
Augusta. Concert by the Germania Band in the eve. will be the best
ever listened to here it is sald. They will try to out-do Dod-
worth as this is the first time a change has been made for several
years and as they do not come so far we can afford to have 6 more
pieces (instruments) than we had from Dodworth. -

I am glad you are preparing some shirts for my bosom button-
holes are giving out.------You ask about Nettie. She gets along
admirably in her school. All seem to love her and they have had
trouble for a good many years before. =-----=- She spoke about
Laura.----=- Give my love to Laura and tell her I shall be glad to
see her every day and hour except a few minutes on Wednesday when
I am going to send all my friends out of the Meeting-house. But
now I think of it I shall keep Laura because she will be looking
80 cheerful and will laugh and not ery if I should happen to blun-
der. You never can dispense with people of this Cheerful spirit.

Unavoldably there will be a great crowd at Mrs. Meryman's.
But you must expect such at Com. Mr. Howe's lady, Miss Cushman of
Auburn who stopped there last year will be there. She is a fine,
unassuming, easy-appearing young lady. She is Preceptress of a
Female Seminary in Penn. Miss Alden of Bangor who was here and
found Nettie's acquaintance two years ago, a relation of Webster,
another classmate, will be there. Miss Mason of Portland who is a

young lady friend of Nettie's and Otis will remember as being here
last year and becoming interested in religion, will be another one.

s






(Mother 2)

There are three other ladies, 2 from Portsmouth N.H. and one from
Bowdoinham that they expect somewhat. So you will be prepared for
a crowd. These may not all come. If they do all will be just as
well, only perhaps the men wont fare so well. I forgot to say that
on Thursday there would be an Oration by Dr. Hedge of Cambridge be-
fore the Maine Historical Society. I had a letter from Dellie last
night. He don't know when to come, so I have written him to come
Monday with you. I want you to be sure and tell Otis what I forgot
in my letter to him, that Helen Sands sent a word as long ago as
the 4th inst. to bring both the children at any rate. Perhaps this
has been the intention and perhaps not, but she and they all are
very anxious to see them both and Helen says she will take all the
care of them both if they will only come.

Don't think, Mother, that Nettie was unhappy at Leeds. She
gays it was one of the pleasantest and happliest weeks of her life
and she wants to go again and would after Com. if it was agreeable
to you and her school was done. But she teaches a week after Com
She has never mentioned to any one what I said to you. Wouldn't
have told me if I had not seen it myself and spoken about it. It
was of no consequence.

I am sorry you did not write some of your intentions and I
guess you must either write or get Rowland or Otis to. But Row-
land is going to preach at Harpswell next Sab. I hear. Father will
come wont he? Farewell,

Your most Affectionate Son
C.H.Howard.







weet Point Oect. 25, 1859.

My dear Kother

Errk ago last #rid. I came here and Otis wrote you a
lette that might after I went to bed. Since then I have been so
mueh occupied with choring for Otis and visiting the novelties of
%est Polnt that I co 1d not get time & write the letters I des-
ired to. K feel badly sometimes to do gully absorLed before when
I was engaged in no regular employment. My baths take considerabie
=The wate is down in the entry-room of the c¢illar-kitchen- It has
to be timpered with warm- My tub sits in my bed-room which opens
out of the dining and sitting rooms- The house has two rather small
iront rooms with a halland front stairs between- they vome #@from
the kitchen undgrmeath the stairs of the i{ront entry. Bt instead
Of takirg my water Lhreugh the sitting-room (when I am now writing
at Otis' desk) I turn to my right and go back into a little entry
on the wist of back lide of the house and that o,ens into "Lizzies"
company bed-room"the only unoccupied room we have afid through that
I goto my room with the water - entering it onthe o posite side
from this room. They have but one chamber where Otis and Lizzie
Sleep with Orace In her little crib afit the foot oi their bed and
JRY in a kind of box-bed Otis has made forp him, In another corner
6. the room two "Luthern" windows open into the chamber and one
small wondow at one end- There is a bedroom fo th girle partly
behiind the parlor and in the west by north pabt of the house.
They llke this home better than they d#d th other. iy room
opining out of this is warmed by th coal fire they always keep
here. The whole house is supplide with zass I rise at th firing
0T the gun at 5;30 o'chokk- %o down and kindle a fire and warm
some Wwaker as speedily as posslble- Otis comes down beiore it és
warm usually and zives me ny morningz bath in alittle kind of
closet about 10 by 6 feet which #s under the cillar st irs-
opining out of the kitchen- lie has a tub about 8 feet long made
to lie down in - In this I stand and he dashes two rails fuoo 66
water upon me ani then zives me a brisk rubbi g rirst with towels
and thenwith hes hands- I then dip out what water Is cauzht in the
tub an: carry it out and zo out and split wood till nearly seven
when I come up and get reudy for breakfast- We have prayers wheh
B. is over and by . hat time it is nearly or guite 8 when Otis goes
Lo h#s recitationss Yesteday We Zol through prayers in .ime for me
Lo go out and wiilness " Guard-mounting" for the Iirst time, I have
ofren witnessed parad abt alght. Sometimes "tis ad very riguintly
Lizzie goes with meto parade. Two of three~times I have been down
Lo Baltinore Palls. Utis makes some purchases there. He got my tub
and a pail and thermometer there and at drnother time the went to
the mill and got fdout. Graham and some ‘ndéan «hich are alaost
indispensabse in my alet-I [ind that almast all the aishes a:
cocked Tor the fawily ate spoilt for me either by salt or spice
or lat andgrease of somekind- But I have persisted ln telling
~lzzie and till I bow usually get my vezetables without salt-
bread aid fferacker what™ and even hominy in its pridtine purity.
The weather' has been very céld since I came till Yesterday when
it was guite warm and pleasant- This romning the air is mild and
brizht the most Bealthful weather. My health continues to improve
I thinke It is at least as zood ans it has been any time since I
left home. I enjoy the scénery and si hts of thisplace very muchs
Lizzie and tmy welt with me up to #ld Fobt Tutman yesteday- Tou
get a :rand view from there and we had an opportunity oif seeing
one oi Lhe old lortresses of the Revolution- It is quite in ruins
but it gave me a zood idea ol how f{orts are construcgled- ® e can
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(Lother £)

complebe view of Cold Sprinz and cantuke in West Foint al a glanews
uy enjoyed the climb much- the first part of' th way he held of t0
his mother's hand tut at lingth ran alone gathering walnutis by the
way which he wished me Lo carry ln mf pocket- (e and Jrace are pla-
ving here pow- I am zgetting used to thelr nelsy playing now but at
first. I ¢o 1ld not sell write when they were about. Lizzie 1s making
uy a flag- I have got him a staff. Che mended a pair ol old black
panta for me yesLerday- 1 wish I coltld make my clothes last this
winter- She ofi.ered me Ttis' dressing gown to wear ln the house-
gddd he never wore it. This covers my good coat anc looks betier t
than the old one whleh I work in. Otis wint to ¥ Y. 7este day to
zet Héllen Sands to come up and make us a vislt as Hittie wrote
ghe ‘would be there on her way to Depolit, F. ¥, to teach. He coild
not find her - In fact he siarnmed khat the Tortland boatuid not
arrive till this arternoon. She may go this way= going by Newberry.
She is Boing to the Rev, Kr. Wilders' school- [le used to live in
B. and in Topsham when Howland and I ment to school there. Susie
his daughter was fetties teacher in the High School. FPerry Lee
wrote Otis a few days aze from Tort Iwen (if we read it rightly)
a2 point above here where he is loading a velBel for Aspinwall- He
is so fortunate as.o have bought a share in and dater the command
gf a Briz this time., Otis leels his loss but does not miné it much,
He saw k» Baconjg his agént gesieiday- Has not lnvested the remnant
yet= I think Otis lives for something hizher and better than the
accumulation oi money and he is really prudent and saving in o¥Fder:
that he may h.ve something bbb be more useful with and may ecucate
his ehildren-- He arfd Lizzie spoke of my stayinz here till next
spring-- I had nol expectiec to remain so long. ‘erry woote that kr.
8argzent and BSarah would be in M. Y. this week. Howland wrote Otes
not long before I cames-- [He ils probably back at Bangor Bre this =
Dellie sent us a letier in Netiles the day before I leit Hill-=- He
saw considerable oif Filla during the Fair at Togsham --= I took
dinner Wed. and Thurs. wit. kws. llazard--=- She seemed very glad to
see me =-- Cave me a f{ull account oi Olive 's and her father's desth.
She sald that 0livd 's wife had sint her a very saucy letter deman-
ding a brocade silk pattern for a dress and a ver elegant parasol
that was in Olimeré&trunk whén it came on. After consulting krs.
Paine Esq. she took no notice of the letter. Wed. night I spent
with Harris and Eing-- my class mates at Mewton Seminary-- Carl-
eton- Howland's classuate was also there afdd helped entertain us.
I was very zlad I wént out there-e- only € miles-- Took the Lrain
in the ¥orcester Depot. Otes will soon be back from Red.lhave -=--=
~=== == taken my bath--Since Breadiast shoveled into the wood-house
some coal-- I now go and get the mall-- It is half amile or more a=-
¢cross the plains to the P.0. We are right up by the dock where the
ferry boat lands-- but jou stiop_ed down at Cozzinsee-- Lizzles sags.
We are a iew slepa so th of the Academic building and the P.0. is
awvay over by the Socldiers Darracks.: This 18 one of my regular duiles
to go et the dally and have 1t here for Otis. I am gaing to tell
you'of our 8. Suhool and of Otis preaching down at Buttermilk TFalla
lagt Sat and how he and I walkeéd down and he preached azain in the
eve and I was up here and went to church with Lizzle and at 2;30
toock a class of the 5+8° while he was down ther attending the fun-
eras of a4 little child. But 1 must close with my love to all and
any abundince to yourseli. from your afiedtionate son

. .:;1 lioward
P.S. Nettles achool closes one wekk earlier than I anticipated I wks.
from next Sat. I believe--- If the Eolion has not couwe I #owldn't
sénd It for she may coime to Leeds il you waht to sec her .
e, H.H.
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Howard's Brigade
& Camp California
Dec, 22, 1861

My dear Mother

Your letter arrived today, written a week ago. It came
Just after I returned from attending service with R.I. Rgt: ITaet night
a messenger came from Maj. D commanding Ft. Worth just above us to
incuire whether he and his men could attend divine worship with us. A
letter from Otis was returned as he was with the K.I. Hgt. Afterwards
the Maj. came up to our Hd.Qtrs. with me and was here when gapt. Haker
our Brigade Quarter Master brought in the mail. Otis was put in command
of the division this morning. Gen. Sumner is not getting well from the
effects of his fall so rapidly as we at first hoped. 0Otis' first order
was to put a stop to selling licuor in another brigade nesr us.
0tis shrinks considerably from the command of the Division and Gen.
French of 3d Brigade is an old army officer and feels some reluctance .+
being under one so much his junior while in the army. On this acet. it
was at first arranged that Sedgwick of our old Brigade should take the
Division. Probably this will be the final arrangement tho' I don't know
who will tzke Sedgwick's Brigade. We all like Gen. Sumner very well and
he is an 0ld army officer. Was a Colonel in the Heg. Army and is now
holding the Brig. Gen. place only during the war.
We did not get Owen for Qr. Ms. He still ¥emains with Sedgwick. He was
over to see us today and 1 rode up to Ft. Worth with him. Pt. Worth was
built by our old 3rigade and had been just begun when I left for kaine.
It is complete now with a large well for water, a Homb-Proof amd a Mag-
azine, all subterranean.
Dr. Palmer, Prof. Whittlesey & Cabt. gewa11 are sitting by, talking
very busily. Here 1l paused to take supper. We had good bread & but-
ter, applesauce of dried apples & good cheese. We have good loaf bread
of the commissary. It is baked in We also had biscuits but they
were rather heavy 1 thought. 1 saw Dexter Howard = few evenings since.
John K has Lt's Straps on and I sa&ﬁie has not yet received his
Commission. Dexter is contented and John is a real good friend for him.
The Leed s boys were in one tent together, all looking hearty and well.
That was a good review. I had not seen a Division reviewed & so Otis
consented for me to ride over % or & miles towsrd Mt. Vernon. T attend-
ed Drill till sbout 11 and then rode over alone till I got to Third
Maine. I soon overtock Mrs. Sampson % Mrs. Stokes(?) in a Carriage, a
4 wheeled Chaise belonging to Mr. Butler(?) I %ode slonz with them for
a little way. I then rode past a Regt. & overtook Mr. ﬁﬁittlesey who
had gone to the Third Maine the day before. The of of
Cavalry who got wounded the pickets not long since. He was hit
by 8 Revolver balls and has 4 in him now. He was tzken to the Third Me.
Hospital, being the nearest and by far the most comfortable.
The line at the RHeview extended a2 mile and a2 hall and we could see nesr-
ly the whole. It began to rain a few minutes ago, the first storm since
the night I arrived, when I was gldd to get the stockings. I have besides
them only the thin ones. I thought I had some other woolen ones, but my
feet keep warm., I assist the Genl. at drill two hours every forenoon &
afternoon. MNr. Whittlesey has used the throat bandages, but I am too
well for that. Never wss so fat, unless it was when a two-year old boy.
The rain, I wes going to write, but Mr. Whittlesey remarked, after a

moment's silence; "This is a pleasant sound, the rain dripping on the tent."

I will close with sending a great desl of love to my Mother and Father
from your Affectionate Son, Charles.
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was in command of the company at the review of Heintzelman's Division.

His Capt. and other Lt. were on a .
While writing the above a colored man was brought to our tent by one of

our picket scuad. They both came in. The man said he wanted to go to
Alexandria to see his friends. He has been at work for a man at A

belongs to & man near Burke's Station, says he received none ﬁf the wages.
Otis told him he coul not go to Alexandria and back and gave him

choice to go there or return from here. He chose to return because his
wife was behind and children. If they had been with him he would not have
gone back. .

I was writing about Dexter and John. They both visited the hospital with
me, I found two of my recruits there, one with measles and one, poor
fellow, died last night of a heart difficulty. It was probably brought on
b¥ g cough which he got in A sta just before we left. Eis nime Fulsom
of West Waterville. John szid he would now organize a Bible-class, gg he

was an officer. ©Says he has not yet
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Dear Dellis ;

I was in hopes to write you a good long letter tonight, but socon
after Tea Perry Lee unexpectedly made his appearance and with him two
gentlemen from Farmington,- Mr. Caswell & Mr. Pillsbury the Editor. fThey
were nere last night and today went to Mt. Vernon having stopped with the
4th Me. last night tney will stzy with us tonight. (torn out) has re-
turned to the 3d Me. with one of the Sergts. who came over with him. John
is making up the beds for the entire Company. Mr. Whittlesey will guarter
with the Dr. who has a tent near by. You will have received my second
letter telling you that directing the lst to Brunswick was a mere slip of
the pen. I directed it very hastily. Today I have been on duty, attend-
ing drills in forenoon and afternoon. Brigade drill this P.M. in which I
ususlly take some part. I never drilled any before. I frejuently carry
orders or repest them, sitting upon my horse nearer to one of the extremes
some 3 or 4 rods from the General. Lt. Miles always attends the drills too.
I feel pretty tired and sleepy tonight. I have a grey horse peculiarly
marked., Some call him a Zebra, others a Leopard. I call him "Dick." He
is large, was thin, but is fast getting on good flesh.: He has a good deal
of spirit, but is not very well trained, yet the only thing I have to fear
about him is that he will not have courage enough. He sometimes runs
skittishly. He belongs to. Otis. I have not yet got my commission, but
have been appointed and wait the pleasure of the New York Governor.
I took this peper because it lay on my table and I thought perhaps I might
fill even this. The rest are "fast retiring" and I must follow suit. My
fox-skin robe is very warm, if it was only a little longer so as to cover
my feet a little better I should not be cold =t all. We had prayers just
now. 3Jewall read from N, Testament & Mr. Whittlesey offered the prayer.
We have some rumors afloat tonight which would slarm less experienced sol-
diers but we have got used to them & being always ready do not get alarm-
ed. We had to have the countersign changed throughout the whole sarmy owing
to its being found out by some rebel.
Your letter came this P.li. and gave me much pleasure, especially as it
told of your prosperity. Good night. Otis says, "Charles, when are you
going to get done."
Fridey Morning. Otis has gone out and the bugle sounds. I hear it echoed
from the various regiments and the drums begin to sound (%) T must go down
to Reveille. I was very glad you were having 8 good union prayer-meeting.
I hope you will get great good by this means of Grace, if others do not.
Again we have had prayers. Mr. Whittlesey strikes up a hymn usually. "All
Hail The Power Of Jesus' Name" this morning. I found, much to my surprise
that Howard Randelett was connected with the hospital of the 8th N.H. of
our Brigade. He saw me and called out the other day just as I wess coming
from the Dr's tent. He enlisted as a private but gets extra pay for being
in hospital, so that his wages sre $21 per month.
Prof. Whittlesey seems to think highly of you, says he has had ocecasion to
speak well of some of your mccademical performances, but he was not awzre
you were any relative of ours, much more & brother. Do you like it as
well as at Falmouth? Having a good boarding place adds greatly to your
comfort.
If Burnside's expedition makes an attack down river upon the batteries I
think likely we may have something to do soon.If that does happen(%) I don'®
know but we will winter here. It matters little to us for we had as lief
drill as nuyﬁﬁaﬂﬂpﬁpst of the troops are impatient fOr an asction. Implicit
confidence?}’ er, continues and soldiers learn toc await orders.
I 8ot & gdod letter from Mother a few days ago. Lizzie and family I expect
arz 2t Auburn. WNow for breakfast. Remember us in your prayers.

Very Affectionately Yr. Ero. C.H.Howard

Headquarters 1st Brigade:
Sumner's Division, Dec. éb, 1861

P.S. 0tis sends his love and hopes you will do well & do your duty.

P.S5. I was pained to see
HK“H\N_ the death of my classmate King.
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Head Quarters

Dec. 55, “Ta82%

My dear Mother

Since ocur Prayer-meeting this evaning I have been sitting
while the rest for the most part have carried on the conversation. pr,
George Patten, brother in law of Mr. Whittlesey came over from Third
Maine today. He was at tea tonight with us and went to our meeting which
was holden in a new hospital tent of the 61 Regt. which had not been oce-
upied.
He and Mr. Whittlesey and Capt. Sewall and Mr. Miles are taking their
social segar. Otis is social as he usually is, He inouired when we first
came in whether I had written to you or Lizzielately. Said he hoped

Ligzie had not gone and would not go to jpuburnMr. caswell esnd Capt. Pills-

bury of Farmington sgent one night with us this week. gt%giarranged for
fifteen cords of wood for his family. We arose as usua S morning

about six o'clock. I staid back from Reveile by permission in order +o
take a bath. I have no special duty at Beveile but go usually for exam-
ple's sake and to grati the commanding officer. We had Era{ers as us-
ual before breakfast. calling in the "Boys" (I mean the orderlies and
servents). After breakfast we rode through all the camping grounds and
inspected the men, arms, tents, etc. as far as we could by simply walk-
ing the horses through.

Before "Church" I sorted some tracts, ete., attended services with olst

N.Y. Mr. Whittlesey began the exegcises(text, "Seek first the Kingdom of
God and His righteousness") but had for an assistant Rev. Mr. Stone of
Conn. who had friends in the Regt. and csme out to spend one Sabbath. We
stood durning the service, the men formed in a hollow sguare. Afterwards
I visited the hospitals and distributed some copies of the Christian
Banner to our Regt. Otis started with me but we went in opposite direc-
tions. He went %inally to & hospital at a home near by and had prayers
and by that time our dinner was ready. We expected Mr. Patten and so had
some extras today, first oysters and then beans and chickeng, The last
were "well put together" as we have it out here. The beans took the place
of potetoes which cannot be procured now. We have excellent bread and
this made out our dinner. After dinner Otis +took a sleep and I was re-
joiced to have him do so for he freguently loses some sleep and rarely
makes it up. He slept till nearly three o'clock,- meanwhile I carried
some religious reading to the hospital Otis had visited before dinner.
Mr. Patten, with the fwo Bath Capts. that we:eiggw gang;?q ii Lﬁ.vgoléj

i time. They soon went u o Ft. Wor just abo us,
ﬁi?lgggtiggg:ytﬁigh them and %tis and I rode over to Clermont which we
have taken for a hospital. We have a good many such now. Clermont 1is a
perfect picture of depredation and desolation, but they are trying to
patch up the windows and doors to meke it comfortable for e hospital.
Otis talked to the men in four different rooms, offering prayer in each.
We left some books and traects in each of them, There are many cases of
messles. We had a pleasant ride over and back and found Rev. Mr. Adams
of 5th Maine here with his son who is from Yale College. They did not
tarry long. I ran around and delivered the countersign to the different
Col's and then came to supper. Our prayer-meeting was very good. Kr.
Stone conducted. Mr. W., Otis, Capt. S. and many others took part. There
were & dogzen commissioned officers of the 6lst N.Y. present. We hope to
have a log chapel built by anéther Sabbath.
John is making up the beds, that is, laying 4 mattresses gide by side up-
on the floor. Our fox-skin robes are effectual to keep out all cold.
Otis presented me with mine. I wish I had one of those flannel robes. We
have just had prayers, when Capt. 5. read and Otis lead us in prayer.

With much love to folks at home
Yr. affectionate Son
C.H.Howard.
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(Vother 2)
have a log chapel built by another Sabbath.

John is making up the bed, that is laying 4 mattresses side by
side uoon the floor. Our fox-skin robes are effectual to keep out
all cold. Otis presented me with mine. I wish I had one of those
flannel robes, We have just had prayers when Capt. 8. read and Otis
lead us in prayer. With much love to folks at home,

Yr. affectionate Son

Dear Mother I have been entertaining the company while Charles has
written you. I hope you and father are well and happy. I don't
know yet that Lizzie and the children have gone. I hope the Saviour
is precious to you. Fray ifor me.

AT . Otis.
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