1 3/1/1812 From: W B Howard To: Dear Parents [Seth
Howard]

RBH-0e09

Source: Bowdoin

March 1st 1812
Dear Parents

For fear of the so grate alarm my preceding letter has occasioned you | again write mutch sooner than usual
and have the pleasure of informing you that | am in good health also Seth and all our relations and friends in
this Country. The mortal diseas that has raged and produced so mortal in this nabourhood has in some
measure abbated. No new cases within two or three miles from me have taken place for eight days past. The
disorder appears to take its course Southward. There are a number Sick in the south and East part of this
town. 2 were buried yesterday and a number now lay very low. | have fortunately escaped thro the goodness
of the mighty director as yet with only the Sparest of the complaint.

Seth came to my hous this evening from Doct Baileys where he has been a number of days. | expect to go with
him to Poughkeepsie in a day or two. He has a grate notion of a paint and oil establishment in some convenient
place. He appears to be more fond of that than the mercantile business. If | was acquainted more with that
branch of business | could better determine relative to the proffits &c. if any opportunity offers | will lend him all
the aid in my power or if he is willing to continue with me | can find him sufficient employment but the only
difficulty is | cannot afford to hire and give sutch wages as he perhaps may expect that | have it in my <[hole in
paper]> toward him by help <[hole in paper]> <business> the moment <[hole in paper]> age of 21. It is not
<[hole in paper]> young man to start in <[hole in paper]>of the world with a <>have been fortunate in <[hole in
paper]> aspect but it has been done <[hole in paper]> Street from the <[hole in paper]> application to buy <> for
my part that Seth <[hole in paper]> continue with me on <[hole in paper]> If | should be taken away <[hole in
paper]> that knaeds any thing concerning my business more than the gratest stranger in the world.

After we return from Poughkeepsie we shall <commit> on something; myself or he will hereafter write you our
determination. | wish for the mean time that you would write your pleasure respecting his continuing in this
Country as he has informed me relative to your business at home. | sometimes fear that | have been the
means of depriving you of his assistance when it was most needed. If so | wish you to write & if most agreeable
to you for him to return no dout he will comply with your request. Otherways he will continue with me unless
we should find some place more lucrative and agreeable to him. He appears to be well contented at present
and | assure you is a fine young man.

March 22d three weeks after the foregoing was written, myself Seth & all our friends are well. Seth is at Doct
Baileys. Doct Bailey has just gone from here. The mortal diseas mentioned in my former letter continues & has
recently entered my own hous. One of my blacksmiths lays a lifeless Corps. One 2 & 3 burried in a day in this
Town & has been for some time past. When God will withdraw his afflicting hand | know not. If | or Seth is sick
I will write immediately. Be not to mutch allarmed. Answer the above without delay & remember that | am &
hope to be to the last day of my existence your dutiful & affectionate Son

W B Howard
NB. The person mentioned in the bottom of this who is dead is John Boyce Twin Brother Dr Abraham Boyce

both of them lived with me - aged 28 years
WB Howard



2 9/27/1812 From: W.B. Howard To: Captn Seth Howard

RBH-0e10 York Town Leeds
. County of Kennebec & State
Source: Bowdoin of
Massachusetts

York Town Sept 27th 1812
Dear Parrents

| imbrace an other opportunity to inform you that | am in good health and likewise our friends in this Country. |
read a letter from Everett last evening announcing the good tidings of health and happiness among you which
gave me grate pleasure to hear. He also informed me that you had heard that Seth was in the Army which is
true. | write this particularly in answer to his with respect to Seths situation. Seth on commissary business in
Pou-se attach’d him self to the company of Infantry called Fusyliers the 15th of Sept. That Company together
with two more from that Town & also one or two companeys from Albany & others selected from the vilages on
the river recd orders to be in readiness to march at a moments warning. The Laws in this State place all the
Independant Companays under the partiular direction of the Governer liable to be called on by him 3 months in
everry year. These companies were selected by him for the defence of New York Citty and ordered on the 20
or 21 of Sept to repair to a beautiful place called Fort Richmond in the County of Richmond at the Narrers below
New York about 12 miles.[Staten Island]

They left thare home property and business and with general Satisfaction accompanied thare Governer to their
place of destination. They are all young men of the first respectability and all particular favourites of the
Governer. He treats them with the politeness of an officer, converses with them with the cheerfuless of a
Soldier & the friendship of a brother. Everett expressed a wish that Seth could have had an appointment. |
assure you he does not want one in the first place he has not a turn for an officer & in the second place he is
happyer without It.

| recd a Letter from Seth on his embarking from New York which gave me grate uneasyness with respect to his
wellfare & that was not all. | felt troubled on account of being the means of seperating him from the best of
Parrents & should any misfortune befall him | might be stampd with the guilt of ingratitude. | rested verry
uneasy and as soon as | concluded that they had arrived at their place of destination | left my business and
went directly to the spot where | found him in health & good spirits & mutch pleased with his situation. | assure
you it is the most delightful & healthy place | ever saw or that can be found on the sea board from Georgia to
the mane. His duty is easy. He is called out in the morning & evening and hour at each time & on guard once
in ten or twelve days. The intervells of time he can improove as he pleases. He carried with him a handson
collection of books which he perruses at Leasure. His Componey hired three Negro cooks in New York &
furnished themselves with a Cooking Stove. Their provission as good as New York flye market produces & on
the whole they fair more like Congressmen than Soldiers. Many Clerks that are out of business in the Citty are
eager to take their places. | asked Seth if | should send some one as a Substitute for him. His answer was no.
If he could not serve his Country three months at this delightful Season of the year & on so beautiful a Situation
as that from which the Governer assured them they should not be <remooogd> under there auspices. He said
if he could not serve his Country three months he should never wish to see his relation again, under the
appelation of a Republican. | then tooke out of my pocket better than Two Hundred dollars & told him to take
what he pleased for his happyness was my own & he should share with me as | had no other brother in this
family. He informed me that he had money enough for the present. Should he want hereafter he would write to
me as he had an opportunity everry day. | parted with him cheerfully & shall go & see him again in a few days
& you may rest assured that he is in as mutch safety and as well provided for as tho he was in his fathers hous.
His companions & soldiers are all Gentlemen.

Many things | have omited in my letter respecting myself & our friends here in order to give you a correct
account of Seth for fear of your uneasiness. My love to my brothers & sisters & all friends.

W.B. Howard

[ENVELOPE]
[STAMP] PEEKSKILL N.Y.



Captn Seth Howard

Leeds

County of Kennebec & State of
Massachusetts



3 11/14/1812 From: Seth Howard To: Capt Seth Howard

RBH-0e03 Poughkeepsie Leeds
, County of Kennebeck
Source: Bowdoin D.M.

Winthrop Post Office

Poughkeepsie Novber 14th 1812
Dear Parrents

Permit me once more to trouble your patience with the perusal of another of my letters. | have written so often,
& have not been gratified with an answer, that perhaps it may be the height of imprudence for me to persist in
writing before | am perfectly satisfied whether it is your pleasure to receive my letters or not.

Notwithstanding | shall this once, so far abandon myself to my own natural feellings, as to risk the probibillity of
incurring your displeasure, could | have any sinister motives to actuate me to the performance of this duty, other
than what flows from a tender solicitude for your happyness. Thinking as | have reason to do from the nature of
things, that, that happyness depends greately on the conduct situation & circumstances of those children, who
have the honor of claiming you as their Parents, & as cirten Branches of that family have wandered far from
home from their Parents & Early Friends, | have considered it as my duty as one of those to inform you of my
situation, health &c. Takeing it for granted that you have so mutch of the Parental feelling still entwined upon the
heart, that nothing would escape your perrusal wherein the least trail appertaining to the welfare of either of
your children was noticed. Especily when those fingers that guided the pen & that mind which dictated the
sentaments that flowed from it, was numbered as one of them. Confiding on this suposition which | have hastily
drawn up, & not wishing to extend my prelude to a much greater length, knowing that you must be verry much
averse to any thing that Borders on prolixity, | shall break hastily off & inform you that | am in perfect health, &
so are all our relation within my knowledge. Fortune has been verry favourable to me in all most every respect
since | turned my back upon the Provence of Maine. Health has been one of its greatest bounties, & indeed it is
almost impossible to appreciate its worth notwithstanding the trifling account we put upon its value yet it is by far
the greatest blessing that man can receive from the giver of Life.

| have just been reading the life of General Meraw [Jean-Victor Moreau] detailed down to his embarkation for
America, as he has been a person verry well known through out the world as a distinguished Millitary character
& his conduct of late being so verry mysterious, & my reflecting upon it was the principal cause of my writing
this letter. As there are many who justify him in his late conduct, | thought proper to offer my sentament on this
subject although | can not confine within the narrow limits of a letter, the whole which has all ready gone from
my pen to the publick on this same subject. Yet | can offer you a few sketches, which may suffice to acquaint
you with my feellings on this subject. You may think perhaps that it has no connection with any duty | owe to
you, still it will gratify my singular curiosity & the remarks that | shall make may not altogether unpleasing to your
taste, when you consider the source they spring from.

It is now twelve o’clock. | think | will retire. The rest you shall have in the morning.

Sunday morning Novem 15

I shall now resume my subject without a preface, as you may not have a perfect recolection of the
circumstances that brought Meraw to this Country, it will be no more than necessary that | should explain them.
At the time that Boneparte was in Egypt Meraw had the command of one part of the French Army at the Rhine,
if we judge from the allmost unwarrented feats that he has performed during his Millitary carrear, we must
Pronounce him a schollar in Millitary tackticks, not much if any infered to Bonaparte, a general who can retreat
three hundred miles in the heart of the enemys country over rivers & mountains with Forty thousand men, & the
enemy with a far superior number in his rear. He who could take on his retreat ten thousand of the enemy must
be considered among those of no small fame. Suffice it to say he fought forty Pitched Battles till Bonaparte was
appointed 1st Counsil for Life. Then he retired to a private life where he remained but a short time, before he
was apprehended for a conspiracy against the life of the 1st Counsil tried & condemed to two years
imprisionment from that he was suffered to come to America where he has remained for several years, & the
Federalists have been verry Busy all this time in circulating their suspicions of his being commissioned to bring
about a revolution in America. But no sooner do we see him returned to Urope & there joining Alexander &
fighting against his own Country, then the Federalists proclaim with one voice what a great & good man, &



when the news came that both his legs were shot off & be dead, they all envyd him such a glorious fall, shure
enough what a glorious fall it must be to die the death of a traitor fighting against his Native Country but such is
the death that has sealed the fate of General Meraw.

Not all the arguments that can be produced from the most able pen, can vindicate his conduct as justifiable in
this last expedition, although that party may exert every faculty & every nerve to advocate the cause of Great
Brittain & suport her in her opressions. Still can any man, who has common sense, let him have ever so much
partiality for Great Brittain & the allies, & ever so much hatred for the French, can he believe from his heart, that
Meraw has acted that part which becomes a man of honor. Never. Why then do they urge these sentaments
upon those who have not disernment enough to enable them to discover their petty intrigues? Because it is the
main spring of their party pollicy. Could they so far enforce their malicious precepts as to Bring the commonality
of the people to believe that England was fighting for the liberties of the world, that Bonapart & his army ought in
justice to be demollished from the face of it, & that Meraw would be instrumental in accomplishing that object
many would then be led to believe that it was a contest worthy of his former Political character, & that he died
gloriously. Such men are mistaken admiting that the contest was ever so honorable that the whole world was to
be benefited by it. Still he is a traitor & a villin who dares lift his arm against his Native Country. He must be
lost to that Patriotism which ought to glow in the Breast of every citizen either civil or Millitary towards that
country that claims him as its native champion. Shame & disgrace ought forever to follow him, whose
Patriotism has lost its sway, & whose ambition has taken side with the enemy of his country to Bring about a
civil commotion.

You will please to excuse all errors & ever believe me to be your dutiful son
Seth Howard

All formality omitted as it respects sending my love &c. Thinking it useless as you all very well know my
affection for you one & all.

[Envelope]

Capt Seth Howard
Leeds

County of Kennebeck
D.M.

Winthrop Post Office



4 2/9/1813 From: W. B. Howard To: Capt Seth Howard
RBH-0e02

Source: Bowdoin

Febry 9th 1813
Honored Parents

A considerable time has alapsed since | wrote you last. | now have the pleasure to anounce the safe arrival of
my Brother Everett to my Welcome habitation. He arrived to my house about the 10th of Jany last & tarried with
me about a week. He then went to Doct Bailey’s and from there to Poughkeepsie where he tarried a few days
and painted a few pictures & then came to my hous accompanied by Seth and others. After making a short visit
& taking a few sleigh rides | went with him & Seth to Poughkeepsie and on Friday last Everett and | returned
home. He is now sitting by my fire side in perfect health a conversing with a Frenchman on the affairs of France
& the death of Bonneparte which was the rumour here last evening &c &c. | cannot discribe to you my feelings
on his arrival, when | left your Hous little did | think of seeing him again. How changed the son when beholding
him at so grate a distance from Home in perfect health. He will hereafter give you a naritive of his Journey
which he can do more correctly than I. | believe it was verry pleasant and agreeable finding his friends and
acquaintances all in good health.

| recv’d with gratitude your kind proposals for my return & would willingly except them were my situation
different. Altho good fortune has entreated me from the many obligations | have ben under (Gratetude
Excepted) to my friends in this Country, still | am placed in a situation that will render it imposible for me at
present to comply with your generous proposals. | have now Two farms and a Store of Goods to attend to. My
credit likewise which is more than all the rest a man without Credit is poor indeed. Should | relinquish Business
and leave this Country a grate Sacrifice must be made. | should have <[Hole cut in paper]>land at a low rate,
goods at a reduced <[Hole cut in paper]> business unsettled shouild <[Hole cut in paper]> business | am sure
<[Hole cut in paper]>& by good fortune <[Hole cut in paper]>. | have already <[Hole cut in paper]> discontent
fatigue <[Hole cut in paper]> my <[Hole cut in paper]> owing to my poverty <[Hole cut in paper]> flushed with
self <[Hole cut in paper]> the many privileges <[Hole cut in paper]>from your kind indulgence <[Hole cut in
paper]> Home that your <[Hole cut in paper]> would soon extricate <[Hole cut in paper]> that the income of a
good <[Hole cut in paper]> in your declining years <[Hole cut in paper]> that has formaly attended <[Hole cut in
paper]> affairs are not in so <[Hole cut in paper]> anticipated Especially in <[Hole cut in paper]> farm. Most
raskally <[Hole cut in paper]> you can recconcile your selves to do ungenerous an act, altho’ | owe all gratitude
to you who are the best of Parrents. Yet from the little knowledge | have with the world gives me strangers not
relation to deal with as in the above instance.

| close these few lines by wishing to be remembered to all my brothers sisters & enquiring friends. Everet
wishes to be remembered to you & all the family.

Your dutiful son till death
W. B. Howard

N.B. Everett wishes if Mr Lindsay comes into this Country that he would by all means fetch with him a Spotted
Horse that now in Brunswick if | remember right.

If my business will posibly admit | think of making you a visit next fall.

Again your &c
W.B. Howard



5 12/11/1813 From: Rowland B Howard To: Mr Seth Howard
RBH-0e01g Easton Poughkeepsie

Source: Bowdoin

Easton December 11th 1813
Beloved Brother

With unexpressable felicity | avail myself of this opportunity of writing but notwithstanding what | write may be
irregular and unnatural in its form and destitue of the simple rules of composition and other qualities that would
render it pleasing to the reader. Yet it is to be hoped that it will meet with a kind reception as it proceeds from a
well meaning heart. It is with pleasure that | can announce to you that our relatives and friends are well in
Bridgewater except Grandma. While it has pleased an omnific God (after a long and laborious life devoted to
the particular care and attention of her domestics) to confine her to her bed about two months which she seems
to bear patiently. Her disorder it is thought will terminate her existence.

I left home about the middle of October. The people there were injoying good health. Aurelia came to
Bridgewater with me and is there now very well-contented. We some expect to see you here as you wrote you
were comming to Boston. But | have not heard any thing from you since nor from home since | came from
there. | should be extremely pleased to see you here and have you accompany me home for | expect to return
next spring if | do not alter my mind.

| am now in Easton teaching a school near the factory. It is a very large school of sixty scholars. It imploys the
most of my time while the day lasts but | have some leasure hours which | appropriate to the study of the latten
Language or in turning over the instruction pages of some historian in order that | may benefit at some future
period from such necessary and useful science. Teaching a school is not an occupation that pleases me but |
am in a situation which excites me to do from necessity what | would not do from choice. | wrote a scrawl to
you while at Bridgewater last September which undoubtedly you have received. | came up then with a drove of
cattle and the last time with a drove of horses which | have sold. One of them | have owned about six months
but three years old for which | had one hundred dollars.

My Father is comeing after Aurelia in the course of the winter. We have heard most horrid news relating to the
treatment of prisoners at Quebec. The story of which would almost excite tears of blood from the eyes of a
Hero if all the avenues of passion were not shut against it. A great number of yours and my acquaintance are
then doomed to waste the bloom of their youth in the obdurate clutches of unrelenting tyrany.

Many of your acquaintance since you left Leeds have become inhabiting of the wourld of spirits. Of those | now
recollect are Abigail Lindsay, Clarissa Lamb Bernus Lamb Eli Henish & Ester Francis was thought to be in the
last stages of consumtion and likewise Archabal Lindsay was failing very fast. James Lindsay and Lydia Lane
were published and it is expected that Luther Ledbeter will take Jennison. | will omit all other matrimonial storys
untill | see you which | hope will be soon for when you wrote you observed you had nothing to hinder you from
coming but the sobing at your departure but | think your unbounded imagination changes not the folly of the
people. You must excuse my gesting.

Doct Bridgham taught a school one quarter at the school-house near my fathers and boarded at our house
together with seven or eight. It was said to be an excelent school. | did not attend on account of other business
but the most of the young people of the neighbourhood went and some scholars out of town. Davis Francis
attended it and has been reading virgil all summer when he was able.

| wish you to write to me immediately after you receive this whether you come or not and inform me of Everet
and Ward. | have not heard any thing from Everet since he left you. Give my respects to Ward and all relitives
and friends there and reserve the same yourself.

Your loving Brother
Rowland B Howard

[To:] Mr Seth Howard Poughkeepsie



6 7/26/1814 From: Ward B Howard To: Captn Seth Howard

RBH-0e04 Yorktown Leeds

, County of Kennebeck Me
Source: Bowdoin

Honored Parents

Five weeks have elapsed since my brothers left my hous for the district of Mane and not one word have | heard
from them. How they can keep me thus in suspense they can better account for than me. Heaven grant that
they may arrive ere this and dispelled those cares and anxieties that have so long corroded the breasts of the
best of Parents. There reflections are the only consolation | have for the loss of the Company of my unfortunate
Brothers - any circumstance however grate the deprivation may be to me if it will only be the means of
rendering comfort and happiness to my dear Father & Mother | most willingly submit praying Heaven to crown
their last days with health and enjoyment.

For near Seven months Everett was with me and little did | think we should be seperated untill the curtain of life
closed the sun for ever. Physicians Friends & acquaintance and he himself for a long time gave up all hopes of
his recovery. The feelings erected on this occasion in my breast can be easier conceived than described; the
only deviation was in discharging my duty as far as | was capable which | earnestly hope was acceptable to him
and may it be to you all. You no doubt thought strange of my not writing by Everett which | intended to have
done. But | assure you | had no expectation of his starting altho he had long had it in contemplation but his
feable health | expected would baffle his resalution. In this | have been disappointed. He could however inform
you of every particular and should health and circumstances permit | am in hopes to see you this fall probibly in
September. | am however peculiarly situated. | have let out my Farm to my sorrow. | have my store& carding
machine to attend to, which will render it difficult to leave home. Tell Everett that | have kept the machine
agoing both day & night from the first day he started and now have a large Quantity of wool on hand. Tell him
also that | have got my rye secured in the barn and would give $100 that | had my part of the other Crops in my
own hands or could have them before | leave home for | have rogues thieves and the devil to deal with. Last
season was the time | had calculated on returning home but could not accomplish it. | at this time know of but
one thing to hinder - a draft takes place in this Region this week. Should | and my boy both be drafted | surely
cannot go home. Should | alone be drafted | can substitute him in my place &c. | have no news to inform you
more than you have already heard. The affair at Chippewa and Capt Porters loss of the Essex are the only
things of moment at this time. Porters letter to the Secy ought to be read by every American.

Pleas to rember me to Everett. May natures grate Physician soon restore him to perfect health for he has
already baffled all human skill and by this time must be convinced that they do not possess the knowledge or
the means to accomplish it. Doctrs & Priests are growing very much out of date. You will also remember me to
Stilman & family and all my brothers & sisters repectively. Do hurry Seth back. |long to hear from home. Tell
Everett that every half hour some one of his acquaintances are calling to know if | have heard from him.
Ingratitude is a name he disdains. | had almost charged him with it for not writing. He must inform me from
time to time of his health and every thing else.

After acknowledging with Gratitude the many favours | have rec’d from you pleas to accept of the best wishes of
your son for the preservation of your health and happiness
Ward B Howard

Yorktown July 26th 1814

[Envelope]

Captn Seth Howard

Leeds

County of Kennebeck Me

[Postmark stamp] PEEKSKILL NY July 27



7 8/20/11814 From: Rowland B Howard To: Mr Ensign Otis
RBH-0e01a Yorktown Leeds

Source: Bowdoin

Yorktown August 20, 1814
Dear Sir

After my respects to you | have the pleasure to inform you, that | arrived safe here in one fortnight to a day from
the time | started from my fathers - had a very pleasant time and a very agreeable journey. We traveled from
Leeds to Portland to Boston, through Bridgwater to Providence from Providence to Hartford. Then to
Poughkeepsie from there to Yorktown - a journey of more than five hundred miles. | past through a great
variety of Country, many delightful villages & pleasant farms very fertile & under high cultivation and over some
most reched mountains that exibeted to the eye of the traveler a very dismal scene. | arrived at Poughkeepsie
the residence of my brother Seth on Saturday evening found my relations and my Brothers friends in health.

On Sunday forenoon | attended Wm Donards Church & in the afternoon the English Church which was new to
me and appeared an excess of formality. It was all “as the <iregov> said Gitty up setty down &c &c.”

Poughkeepsie is very hansomely situated and the market is crowded with produce of every kind from the back
Country for twenty or thirty miles which is fertile and very productive. It is agreeably inundated with hill and
valies and it abounds with fruit in great pleanty and is the handsomest country | ever saw. | repaired
immediately to this town found Ward in health and very pleased to see me when he found me to be his brother.
But at first he could not recognize my features and it appeared to him for a time a thing almost imposible that it
could be me.

Yorktown is a country town situated about forty miles from Newyork City a good township of land but perhaps
as uneven as the towns in Maine are in general. My brother owns a farm & a cording machine and other
buildings and is doing considerable business. | have been here now but a short time but to say that | like as
well as | expected is to speak the truth. Noting this landscape from the general appearance | suspect that |
have cast among uncultivated & disipated part of the world. You will readily conclud the state of society now
existing and what of course the enjoyments of a person must be who is fond of good company, good society
and whishes to devote his time to cultivate his mind and enlarge his understanding.

I resume the pleasing work of writing to you at this time and would make use of every effort to convince you or
at least as far as words will lend. To the confirmation of any truth that my bosom still glows with affection for
you and while memory continues to hold her seat in this brest of mine the recollection of your simpathetic and
tender friendship towards me shall be fresh in my memory. It is true | have quit my native province my relatives
and bosom friends and have wandered to a distant country but not at the same time thinking to add to my
felicity and enjoyment but perhaps you know some of the motives that actuated me to do as | have done and
some perhaps are best known to myself. However my advise would be to a person being among his good
friends & confidents placed in a good society situation &c and family and enjoying a sutuble fortune sufficient to
consel all the demands of his appetite & taste to console himself on the advantages of his present state & live
and die under the mite influence of contentment and conclude within his own breast that he has enjoyed himself
as well as any one living. Which in fact he has & if we were all concerned of it our enjoyment would be much
greater than they are at present but our minds are as fickle as the wind and no director can control them.

Rowland B Howard

[To:] Mr Ensign Otis
Leeds



8  8/29/1814 From: Seth Howard To: Capt Seth Howard

RBH-0e05 Poughkeepsie Leeds
, County of Kennebeck
Source: Bowdoin D.M.

Winthrop Post Office

Poughkeepsie August 29th 1814
Dear Sir

I have written to Doct Bridgham informing him of our safe arival, which letter | presume you have had the
pleasure of seeing Ward was here the last week he tells me he shall start in a short time for the Eastward. |
have entered into partnership with a gentleman of this village for the purpose of establishing an air furnace, & if
it is a possible thing we should like to get Mr Lincoln. | have given Ward instructions respecting it but | thought it
necessary to acquaint you with my intention. | request you to engage him so that he may be making
preparation previous to Wards arival. We expect to hire him at $2 per day after he arives & he find himself
except his money expenses on the journey & that we will defray. However if that wont do, say $2 1/4 if that
wont do you will wait till Ward arives. He has unlimited instructions. The ocation of my making this Request of
you is, that we wish to have it agoing as soon as possible, so as to be prepared to cast stoves before cold
weather. He may stay as long or as short as he pleases, the longer the better.

Please give my respects to all that may be interested in my concearns. With gratitude | subscribe myself your
affectionate son.

Seth Howard

[ENVELOPE]

Capt Seth Howard

Leeds

County of Kennebeck

D.M.

Winthrop Post Office

[POSTMARK] POUGHK NY AUG 29



9 9/3/1814 From: Rowland B Howard To: Mr Thomas Lindsay

RBH-0e01e Yorktown Leeds County of Kennebec

. D. Maine
Source: Bowdoin

Yorktown September 3rd 1814
Good Friend

With pleasure | eagerly improve this to acquaint you of my welfare and hope to receive frequently in return a
recompence in the same way.

| arrived here safe in a fortnight from the time | moved from Leeds. We were favoured with beautyful weather
and had a very good time, saw many pretty faces delightful villages and pleasant farms. | walked at Easton
where | taught school last winter and spent two or three evenings in among peculiar to my taste inclination and
likeing. | likewise have been favoured with coincidents of this kind since | arrived in this place. My Brother
haveing a good span of horse and a carriage double horse waggon which is the only pleasure cart we have in
this country. We lack in a full complaiment of young women. We rode about eight miles to a great Camp
meeting where men were collected some thousands of people at the least calculation. We past that day
evening and some evenings since perhaps as lively as | ever did in main. To state facts | can say that | like as
well as | expected and am perfectly contented. The people deffer here much from those of main. There are
two general classes of people which are no way similar. One is of regular habits and tolerable informed but the
lower classes are very disapoted and of low habits but some allowence is to be made as my business leads
these people to my acquaintance more than any other. | almost forgot to inform you that | had the good fortune
of entering into business with my brother in his store where | expect to continue for some months. Undoubtedly
you will have received information of the capture of Washington ere this arrives to your home. | will asure you it
has caused an animated spirit of resentment and roused the patriotism of the people to such a degree that
almost every man is on the alert. Between thirty and forty thousand men are now in actual service in the vicinity
of Newyork City and the militia are ordered and now more being from all parts of the state. They move with
energy and patriotism becomeing american soldiers.

After wishing you prosperity and happiness | must draw to a close by requesting you to write the first
oppurtunity.

Yours &c &c
Rowland B Howard

Mr Thomas Lindsay
Leeds County of Kennebec D. Maine



10 9/21/1814  From: Dwight F. Harrington To: Mr Roland Howard

RBH-0e06 Camp Fort Erie Yorktown

New York
Source: Bowdoin

Camp Fort Erie Sept 21, 1814
Roland

| little thought to have received a line from you dated at Yorktown, yet | assure you | was much gratified with the
perusal of yours of the 10th Instant, especially when you mention the name of Hadassah with so much respect
and admiration. That | may live thro’ the struggles of this Fighting School, and be permitted to return to the
Forest of the East, is my most earnest wish, when | am sensible | should enjoy myself with the People of that
Country. While | was there, | considered it a part of my life not altogether misspent, tho’ it proved not very
lucrative. The acquaintances | acquired was that of good & generous minds which has made a lasting
impression on my memory, & that which will never be eradicated while the animal fluids flow thro’ the veins
which now invigorate the arm to throw with impetuosity the means of death to a haughty & ungrateful enemy.

Having been nearly two years deprived the privilege of personal conversation with the Girls of my Age &
Acquaintance, you might be led to suppose | had quite forgotten their tenderness & good company - but the
reverse is the case with me for the instant | hear from these bewitching Creatures it brings fresh to mind the
pleasures | once enjoyed, which compared with my present situation, has the effect of Electricity.

You speak of the recovery of Everetts health, & | assure you | am much pleased to hear so favourable news. |
think that Seth has forgotten to write me, but as he does not like a Soldiers life, perhaps he is willing to forget
Soldiers but he must remember | am as much a Painter as ever.

Some few days since | received a Letter from Doctr C Holland of Livermore who states some marriages having
taken place, among whom is Miss Patty Howard to that darned illitorate fellow of a Phillips. What will Ward say
when he comes to visit them? A Mr Pray to Sally Stone & so the Devil is to pay among the Girls & Boys in the
East. However the one near the meeting house in Jay is yet of the same mind as formerly (as the Doctor
says).

If you wish to know any thing concerning the battle of the 17th Sept, you must look to the Prints. You will
observe the death of Capt Bradford who was lately exchanged from Halifax. He commanded the Company |
was in. | was with with him when he was killed &c. The volunteer Militia fought well, but lost 60 or 70 taken
prisoners, owing to getting scattered in the Wood. Expect to have some more Tragi-comida performances very
shortly - in which ‘tis ten to one but | get my Profile disfigured.

Qr. Master McChains & Lieut Brown are both here. Lt Brown wishes his friends to write him &c - (viz.) Mr Baily.

Be so good as to write me, or request Seth to do as much as to think that | am yet alive. When you write to
Leeds, be sure and state that | have escaped thus far unhurt in the Service of the U States.

Should be happy to have you forward some of your Newspapers to me, even after date they would be gratifying
to us here.

Tattoo has been beat. | must suffer the candle to burn no longer.
| am Sir, as usual

your obd friend &c

Dwight F. Harrington

Sergt. 21 Regt. US Infty

Mr Roland Howard

P.S. The Enemy have evacuated this place, | retire hastily in the dead of a rainy night.

[ENVELOPE]



Buffalo NY

Sep 26

Mr. Roland Howard
Yorktown

New York



11 9/28/1814 From: Rowland B. Howard To: Mr Millford Norton
RBH-0e01d Yorktown Augusta

Source: Bowdoin

Yorktown September 28 - 1814
Respective Friend

As it so providentially happens while studying in a way to prepairing ourselves to set out in the world that we
became some what intimate and did enjoy ourselves at that age of our lives in soubillity and liveliness peculiar
to ourselves and at this period altho we are now deprived of the advantages of personal liberty intimacy and
social chat yet with great reluctance | relinquish this enjoyment and with much pleasure resume my pen
agreeable to your request and coincident with my own inclination to acquaint you with my welfare and situation
in life. Itis true | have left my relitives confidants and bosom friends and wandered to a distant country among
strangers of all descriptions some good bad and indifferent as they are of course in any country what ever. Let
it be represented in the best lite it can but to state facts | can say that the greater class of people in this country
have accomplishments peculiar to the yankes. There are some few of the fair especially those that have
perfected them selves in the rudement of there behaveiour as to deportment habits customs and manners
consistent with genteel life.

| have spent some jovel hours in company with those of this description but some of my time | have
appropriated to a rural retreat on some lonely rock to amuse myself in reading or in contemplation of my past or
future life. As for the former from the time | saw you first my enjoyment has been as great as | could wish and
God knows that the finer feeling of my heart calls forth greater acts of gratitude to my good friend than my pen
can perform. | left Leeds on the 9th of August and arrived here in one fortnight. | went immediately into
business for my Brother in a store. He went to main soon after my arrival which of course confines me entirely
and which renders me incapable of making observations on the country at present. | now have the offer of $75
a Quarter to teach a school. It is more than probable that | shall once more undertake this disagreeable
occupation as this together with other business | could attend to will make my situation very promising. If you
will have the goodness to write me | will inform you from time to time of my life and the country where | now
reside “in my poor broken way” | must draw to a close by requesting you to give my amities and shake hands
for me with all that know me. | am with great Respect and esteem

Yours &c.&c.
Rowland B. Howard

Mr Millford Norton
Augusta



12 10/15/1814 From: Aurelia Bridgeham To: Beloved Brother [RB
Howard, Sr]

RBH-0e07 Leeds

Source: Bowdoin

Leeds October 15th 1814
Beloved Brother

With the greatest pleasure immaginable, | now attempt to write to you notwithstanding the incorrectness of my
composition writing &c. | flatter myself it will meet with a kind reception. Best of Brothers, my feelings were
inexpressable at the time of your departure from this place. | retired to my chamber the day you left us and
scarcely neither did eat drink nor sleep for two days and nights but after the Dr came from Portland and said
you were in very good spirits when he left you, | composed myself as much as possible, and have made myself
as contented as | could with what friends | have here. Pleasing myself with the idea that | shall once more see
my Brother and enjoy myself in his good company as | have heretofore.

Pen cannot express the joy | felt on receiving your letter. When | opened it and see the contents therein it
served to recall my mind to past scenes and seemed to remind of past favours unnumbered from you. O!
Beloved Brother if | may so express myself could | have seen you here last Thursday my joy would been
unutterable [See note 1]. But of that blessing | was denied. Hour after hour have | spent meditating on those
happy hours we have passed together and would to God | could spend the remaining part of my life as | have
heretofore.

| have no particular news to write respecting your relation and friends in this country. Mam did not recover her
sickness for a long time after you left here. She is far from being well at this time. She has a very bad cough
which | am afraid she never will be any better of. Mam is troubled very much on being seperated from her son
Rowland. She says she cannot bare the thought of never seeing him again, likewise the rest of her sons who
are destined to be far from her. But my dear brother you are the one she has always depended upon takeing
care of her in her old age, but she makes herself as reconciled as possible to her situation, and says she thinks
it is all for the best that you should be gone as you was out of health and not able to labour. | hope you will be
careful of your health and not be exposed to the bad weather &c, for health is the greatest blessing in this world
that you are sensible of. Deprived of that we are deprived of every comfort of life.

Lucretia and myself have enjoyed ourselves extremely well since Ward came home. In his good company and
many others of your acquaintances and mine that has made the time seem short that he has tarried here. He
says he must soon depart of which | dread the thought, but will try to assume as much fortitude as is possible
for me, and pass the scene which is the most unpleasant of any that ever | experienced - that is parting with my
nearest and dearest relation. Ward will inform you of all news and will tell you more than | can write. Your
friends and relation here all express a wish to see you, Dr Bridgham in particular. He is one of your best
friends. Friend do | say. He is your Brother and one | will dare to say wishes for your health and prosperity as
much as any Brother you have now existing. Ward will inform you about the wedding &c &c &c. All your
relations and friends send their love to you, Lucretia in particular. She wants to see you very much. Hadassah
| have not seen since your departure but | presume she is as lively as ever and wishing to see you. Nancy and
Caroline | have seen. They were here the last week and as chipper as ever. | read you letter to them they were
much pleased with it.

Rest assured my dearest brother you have my best wishes for your prosperity in every undertaking and my
never ceasing prayer shall be offered to the great auther of the universe for your happy immortality.

I must now conclude by requesting you to write to me as soon as you receive this and write every opportunity to
me and likewise to the Dr. By the transactions of late, relative to changing my name | must now subscribe
myself your

Affectionate Sister
Aurelia Bridgeham

[Note 1: | presume that Aurelia is referring here to her marriage to Dr Thomas Bridgeham which occurred in



October 1814. She mentions the marriage several times in the letter and signs the letter with her married
name. Thus her marriage date was Thursday the 13th of October 1814.]



13 10/16/1814 From: Thomas Lindsay To: Mr Rowland B Howard
RBH-0e08 Leeds Yorktown

Source: Bowdoin

Leeds Oct 16th 1814
Dear sir

| received youre favour the thirteenth instant and was highly grattifyed to hear that you was in the injoyment of a
purfect State of health. To add to youre happyness | would inform you that your friends intimates and
connection of both sexes partisipate with me in the injoyment of the same blessing. | would fain write you some
news as a suitable return of grattitude for the high honours confered on me by you the favour of Coresponding
with a distant friend but nothing incidental to our former acquaintance occurs to my mind at present.

For this six weaks past the district of main has bin in a continual uprore. The militia has bin all under armes and
within the limits of my acquaintance they were generally speaking wiling to turn out to defend our sea board and
Repell an invading foe.

Under the present imbarised Circumstances you will conclude we have but little time to spend with ladyes which
is the taste of youre humble servant but rely on this when ever an oppertunity presents we lose no time in
calling together our pleasure parties to signalize our selves among the brilliant assemblyes of the east.

| must solisit the favour of a letter for which | hope you will give me a discription of manners and customes of
the people in your quarter.

Their has nothing hapned of importance since you left hear. No new Cortships Nor marriages except that of
youre sisters to the Dr. | under stood it was attended with great splender but | had not the pleasure of being
ther.

| had a conference with miss hannah Chandler once since youre absence who expressed a desire to see you in
a state of selibicy once more. Hannah Stinchfield wished me to find a place in my letter for her compliments
who greets the Day that you shall return.

Write to me soon and often Concerning every incident that hapnes to you during your stay at Yorktown and if
you see cause to Remove from thence direct me whear to find you.

And believe me youres with undesembled afection
Thomas Lindsay

To Rowland B Howard

[Envelope]

Mr Rowland B Howard
Yorktown



14 10/23/1814 From: Rowland B Howard To: Mr Ensign Otis

RBH-0e01b Yorktown Leeds County of Kennebec

. D. Maine
Source: Bowdoin

Yorktown Sunday Oct 23 - 1814
Ensign

with pleasure | acknowledge the receipt of yours dated at Bath a few days since in which | learned with great
satisfaction the welfare of yourself and companions in arms and with uncommon feelings almost productive of
ellectricity. | received yours from Farmington which was the first news | had from the east and which contained
many little incidents that added more to my pleasure than can be described or even imagined and it was not
through forgetfulness or my not being remindful of my distant friend that | have not written before but owing to
the multiplicity of business on my hands (left by my Brother) and the many letters | have written to the eastward
and elsewhere but as this has been my misfortune you will excuse me this once and not follow my example in
this respect but write every opportunity. So you are the only person | depend on for common and domestic
news. | wish you to acquaint me with much of these which perhaps will seem little or nothing to you but will be
of consequence to me.

| suspect there has been great attentions in the feeling and anxiety of the people since | left there but it is no
more than could be expected at this eventful period. | hope those that | have had the honor to know my
associates will not be backward in defending our common country and in repeling the hostile invader from our
shores but go chearfully and perform their tour of duty which is short and easy to what many of our countrymen
experience. We all have our bad and good fortune in the great drama of the world but M. Comb said fortune
favours the brave. The militia here have been called in to actual service but the Sergeant that warned me being
a particular friend of mine and by my request did not return me so the commanding officer of course & | am
clear from military duty for a time. | attend a military school very strictly and think | had better be prepaired and
not go than go and not be prepaired.

| have had the offer of $75 a quarter for teaching a school in this vicinity but have declined the offer. | received
a letter from Stonington not long since. He had escaped unhurt after the last battle at fort Erie before the British
left that place. He thinks it is Ten to one that he gets his profile disfigured in this fighting school. | have been
very prosperous so far and enjoyed myself as well as | expected but if | had some of my former associates here
| could live far more contented than | do now.

| have been in perfect health since | left home. Seth and my relations here are all well. | wish you prosperity
and contentment in a soldiers life and hope you will pass your time as agreeable as such a state will alow you
have a good opportunity of studying on any other amusement you have a mind to employ yourself about.
Those that ask what | send for them you must more good will and gratitude than my pen can describe. Shake
hands with all my good friends for me. Do write immediately. | close in haste

Your ever true friend
Rowland B Howard

Mr Ensign Otis
Leeds County of Kennebec D. Maine



15 1/1/1815 From: Rowland B Howard To: Capt Seth Howard

RBH-0e11 Peekskill Leeds
_ . County of Kennebec D.M.
Source: Bowdoin Winthrop P. Office

Peekskill January 1st 1815
Beloved Parents

An oppertunity now presents itself which | reddily improve in addressing you for the first time since | left home,
but beg you not to consider it as neglect for my heart is truly warm with anxiety and tender immotions for the
welfare of my beloved Parents - notwithstanding the great distance that now seperates us you will find me no
less anxious to contribet to your happiness and comefort. But perhaps my leaving home may prove
disadvantagious to the family, but | hope not. However | am fully persuaded it has been some advantage to my
health. Itis true | have been some unwell since | left home, but not a day unable to attend to my business.
Good fortune has placed me in a very pleasant situation in the Village of Peekskill, six miles from Wards & 30
from Poughkeepsie standing in full view of the North river where | am now Teaching a very fine school
consisting of Fifty schollars. | have 2 dollars and 12 % cents per scholar a Quarter. | shall probably continue
here some time. | am boarding now in a very agreeable family and am very well contented. This is a very fine
Country and the climate | find much milder than that of Main. It is now the first of January & no snow on the
ground and not colder than | have known it in October there. Everet & Ward drank tea with me yesterday
afternoon. | likewise had a letter from Seth dated three days since. They are all in perfect health. Ward has
sold his farm since he returned for $2,000. Everet has given up the idea of going to Sackets harbour and is
about prepairing to start for Newyork to spend the winter which in my opinion is the most prudent act. The pain
in his brest has entirely ceased and he has grown very fleshy.

| was much surprised that Ward did not bring a letter from the Dr. But was no less pleased in having a letter
from Aurilia, the favour of which will never be obliterated from my memory. | beg her to accept my best wishes
& she and the Dr write very frequently. Itis a long time since | heard from home and you will redily conclude
the anxiety | feal. You hear from me frequently | suspect by my brothers letters of course it is not necessary for
me to write so often. | almost forgot to inform you that Seth has had very hard luck with his furnice which he
computes wholly to bad management, but is in great hopes Mr Lincoln will come. He built the establishment
with the greatest rappidity of any of the same extent established in that Town and his fatiige & labour has
reduced him almost to a skeleton.

In great haste, | am your dutiful son
Rowland B Howard

N.B. Give my compliments and good wishes to all my Brothers sisters neighbours and friends and do some of
you write immediately to me.

[ENVELOPE]

Capt Seth Howard

Leeds

County of Kennebec D.M.

Winthrop P. Office

[POSTMARK] PEEKSKILL N.Y. Jan 2d



16 2/20/1815 From: Rowland B Howard To: Mr Ensign Otis

RBH-0e01¢ Peekskill Leeds County of Kennebec

. D. Maine
Source: Bowdoin

Peekskill Feb 20 1815
Beloved Friend

Once more | am favoured with a moment to advise you of my situation and to renew our former corespondance
which to my great surprise and regret had been discontinued and for what reason | have thought it was beyond
human intention to determine. Many hours have | passed in solitary retirement saying to myself did | leave any
friends behind me and if | did why are they so unmindful as to deny me the privilege of perusing a few lines from
my native country but it with great pleasure that | find that the fault of which | complain is not yours. This day a
gentleman handed me a letter from a distant post office wher it had miscaried dated at Farmington December
the 20 but not withstanding the interior you will readily conclude that it was not unwelcome news when | inform
you it is the only information | have received from the East for more than four month.

I will inform you now of my situation occupation and life since my last which perhaps will be among your first
inquiries after my Brother returned. | sought for an occupation that would be more lucrative and hearing that the
school in this village was vacant | made application and procured it for one quarter after passing an examination
by a board of inspectors appointed by the state to bring into <eximtion> a new law for the regulation of common
schools. | flatter myself that | succeeded in a way satisfactory to my imployers. My first quarter terminated two
weeks ago on which | received $115 for the Tuition of the scholars under my care. It is the most profitable
school in westchester county but the undertaking is attended with so much perplexity and anxiety it is very
probable | shall not perform the office after the Termination of the second quarter which | commenced on
Monday last. The village of peekskill consists of some hundred houses and more than twenty stores and
accomidated with every commodious haven from which while the river is open are eight or ten sloops continualy
sailing transporting produce & passengers to the city of Newyork. This village stands on the East bank of the
hudson abut 35 miles from Poughkeepsie and about 50 above Newyork. | board in a genteel & respectable
family who live stileish in every sense of the word.

| have generally speaking been in perfect health since | left Leeds. | visited Ward & Seth last week who were
both well. Everet | have not heard from for about six weeks. He was then at White Hall on Lake Champlain and
in good heath. Should | not return to main this summer which it is possible | may but not very probable, | shall
enter into the mercantile line of business in company which may prolong my stay in York state for years.

Ensign if you will but imagine yourself in a distant Country among strangers you can form a faint idea of the
satisfaction which would be reanimated in my bosom if | could but receive a visit from some of my former
friends or schoolmates. If you calculate to settle for life in main | think it a thing of great and very expedient that
you should visit some part of the united States that you never have while you are yet a young man. It will not be
time and money thrown away but on the other hand it will be productive of many great advantages. You will not
only observe the different customes habits manners and practices of every class of people but will have an
opportunity of regulating your own by reversing the errors of the bad and folowing the good example of our
superiour who distinguish themselves in the annals of our beloved country. | should be very happy to wait upon
you at any day hour or minute which if | continue in this country | hope | shall have the honor of doing.

You must write to me immediately and continue to write without waiting to receiving one from me. Fail not to
write me every month if not oftener. You hear other ways probably from me but | receive nothing from main
except yours & your last is of great interest to me. Remember me to my beloved parents & family to the
neighbouring familys and all other Friends.

| am your sincere and good friend
Rowland B Howard

Mr Ensign Otis Leeds County of Kennebec D. Maine



17 3/1/1815 From: Rowland B Howard
RBH-0e01l Peekskill

Source: Bowdoin

Happy thou fair when mild <con [torn corner]>
Adorns thy youthful breast

To anxious thought upon Thee sent
Not to disturb thy rest

Angelic form than heaven has Sent
How greatly are we blest

Delightfull then if we could see
Union and peace embrace

Smiles and sunshine there would be
Enlivening every face

Nothing disturbs thy peaceful heart
But small domestic care

Endeavour then to all impart
Reanimations there

Recount to them a goodly thought
You then will claim there care

Peekskill March 1 1815
Rowland B Howard [written backwards]

Hail lovely maid all in thy bloom
Angelic form quiet at home

Delighted there to talk and chat

And please here guests with this or that
Sure to touch There generous heart
And overcome there greatest art
Holding the staff of cupids dart

Comely and mild generous and just
Reason her guide providence her Trust
Amiable in gesture look and act

From vice and folly she doth lack

To alleviate her own good self

Leeds July 3 1814

Your heart with virtue fraught

And soul bedect with usual glee
Never a look with disdain took
Except when friends doth prove not free
Sublime her chaise to stay her name
Unremembered in the ramble

Mind full its best to lie at rest

Enrapt in peace not trouble
Reluctant she her neighbours all
Bewilldered in there folly

Envys not There were flat

Lest vertue should be sorry

Yorktown 1 September 1814

Think well ere you resolve weigh each event
Lest when to take in sorrow you repent

Beauty makes virtue lovelyer still of [ TORN PAGE]

To:



< > makes duty more devinely [TORN PAGE]



18 7/6/1815 From: Rowland B Howard To: Capt Stillman Howard

RBH-0e01f Peekskill Leeds

. County of Kennebec D. Maine
Source: Bowdoin

Peekskill July 6th 1815
Dear Brother & sister

It is with the greatest pleasure | avail myself of this opportunity of writing which | have long delayed in hopes of
receiving a line from Leeds.

You little think while you are there busily employed in your domestic concerns of the great anxiety which
exercises your distant friend and brother relative to your health and welfare. | have heard not a word since
Rowland B Lyndsay arrived in this place and then was very much surprised when on asking him | found not one
letter for myself nor Brothers. He arrived here in good health and spirits about six weeks ago and immediately
repaired to the Doctors where he has remained ever since at work. | heard from Seth a few weeks ago but not
from Everet for more than six weeks. He was then in Platsburg in tolerable health. Ward has sold all his
possessions in Yorktown and moved his effect to this village the first of last May. The second quarter | taught
school in this village, was then terminated and | thought it a very promising opportunity for me to go in to some
more active business. We <rented> the best stand & store in this town at one hundred dollars a year. We
entered into pardner ship, Ward agreeing to put in two thirds of the stock and | some and draw the proffits
accordingly. We bought in New York when we began 4,000 Dollars worth of goods. We have and shall keep
that stock good. | went down to the city for the purpose of purchasing goods last week and had the pleasure of
seeing the City selibration on the 4 inst which was very splendid surpassing any thing | ever saw of the kind
before. lItis realy a great and elegant City. | had likewise the pleasure of seeing the steam frigget move round
battery with a heavy discharge of her guns.

You will readily supose we have so much business as we can attend to when | inform you we make some days
nearly one hundred & besides what we charge. Owing to my small constitution and poor state of health |
confine myself mostly to dry goods which is very busy but very clean and lite work. | have had some very
severe turns of pain and sickness this spring and have lost some flesh but of late | think | have reverted some. |
make it a practice now to ride out a small distance every day. | have been under the necessity of leaving my
former boarding house, it being so far from the store which | much regret. Altho my self & Brother now board in
a very good house Seth has bot out his partner in the furnace and is now verry prosperous. | feal under great
anxiety about my fathers conserns but it is wholly imposible for me to have been any advantage to him on the
farm had | returned last spring. | have not done one days work since | left home nor should | be able to were |
to return. And you will readily conclude it was not posible for Ward to leave this Country after being a merchant
here for more than four years and accounts standing to a great amount and many no one could collect but
himself and beside he is very well situated among a numerous trains of Friends and acquaintance which if he
remain in this Country probably will be condusive to his advancement and station in life. Much more but the
coppy is lost. | close.

Rowland B Howard

Capt Stillman Howard Leeds
County of Kennebec D. Maine



19  8/9/1815 From: Rowland B Howard To: Mr Ensign Otis

RBH-0e01i Peekskill Leeds

. County of Kennebec D. Maine
Source: Bowdoin

Peekskill August 9th 1815
Ensign

It is allways with pleasure that | address you but | am put to the necessity of requesting once more some
information from the Eastward. It has been if | do not mistake four or five months since | heard one word from
home. You well know my anxiety for the welfare of my friends and | can not but consider them unfealing if they
neglect the small task of penning a few lines for my information. But | will complain no more at present but
hope for the better. | now for my own part enjoy tolerable health likewise Ward & Seth. The latter | visited two
weeks ago and found him as prosperous in his business as | expected. He received a letter about the fourth of
July from Everet who was <then> at Plattsburg doing well. And as for the particulars of myself which you said
you always wished me to write is that | have done teaching school where | believe | was imployed when | wrote
you last and have entered into the mercantile business in partnership with my Brother Ward which occupation |
like extremely well notwithstanding the great anxiety you must know of course attends it especially if it be a
young man just setting foreward in the world when good or bad management will materily injure or promote him
through the rest of his life. My acquaintances in this Country are verry extensive and my being conversant with
S0 many new names it has caused me to forget many of the names of my former acquaintance whose persons |
perfectly well recollect.

I now board in a very good house near our store and pay two dollars and a half per week for my board
exclusive of my washing which amounts to fifty cents per week generally and my other expences would be
thought considerable in Maine. But this fact is certain money is easier to be obtained in this country than it is in
that but it is equally certain it will go but verry little ways if you expend it either for fancy or necessity.

We have two boarders in the house both young men one a student at Law. The other a merchant who make
our society very pleasing while at home. Ward is appointed justice of the Peace and has received his
commission and qualified to the office he is doing and like to do good deal of business as a justice which office
is much more lucrative than it is in Maine as there is scarcely a day but what there are more or less Justice
Courts in this village.

Ward and | last Sabath went out for a chair ride and visited Doct Baileys 15 miles from this place where we see
Rowland B Lindsay who was well and tolerably well contented. He has <recruited> his horses fleash and has
been at work for the Doct ever since he arrived in this state. | think it very likely he will return next year.

| wish to visit you verry much but can not at present. | do not regret my visit to this country as | receive many
advantages here that | never could acquire there and perhaps am better situated for comfort and enjoyment
than many of my friends provided | am blest with health.

It is probable my parents considered that my leaving home was a detriment to them but they may rest asured
that it will not be in the end. Give them my love and all the family like wise the Doct & Aurelia & all those that
inquire of my welfare. Aurelia | have long expected to write and likewise yourself which | hope you will without
fail after receiving this. Inform me of the deaths removals and mariages since your last. You must accept my
best wishes for your propsperity and happiness.

Your Friend
Rowland B Howard

Mr Ensign Otis
Leeds
County of Kennebec D. Maine



20 9/25/1815 From: Rowland B Howard To: Mr. Ezekiel Stinchfield

RBH-0e01h Peekskill Leeds County of Kennebeck

. D. Maine
Source: Bowdoin

Peekskill Septem 25 1815
Sir

This will apprize you that | am yet in the land of the living acting my part in this wide world with health and
prosperity and notwithstanding the distance that seperates us | am yet mindful of you and my former friends
whom | have past so many delightful hours with and now with an impression that a line from me would be
acceptable | take the liberty to imploy a leasure moment in writing my welfare and giving you proofs of my good
will for yours. | have lived well since | saw you with enough to eat drink and wear and other favours requisite to
pleasure and happiness in this disapated world. | had the good fortune from the time | came into this country to
get into business both Proffitable and advantageous for improvement in education and business.

Ezekiel you probably well Recollect my saying in days of our intimacy that we might shortly separate and
desolve acquaintance but what was then only vision is now a reality. But notwithstanding acquaintance can not
now be cultivated between us. Let us not neglect the more necessary friendship by adding to the pleasure and
hapiness of each other with the favour of a few lines which to me when | receive that favour is very interesting
and | presume that a corespondence will not be wholly disinteresting to you.

When | receive a letter from my native Place it gives me more pleasure than any moments | pass. But seldom it
is that | receive one. lItis probable you have Learnt my situation before by letters | have wrote to my friends. |
am doing much business in the mercantile line. My Brother Ward is Sheriff & Justice of the Peace. He has
some days five or six Courts a day consequently the care of the store mostly devolves on me but | have
assistance good part of the time. Therefore my task is not hard. My Brothers and friends here are all in good
health. Dick Foster called upon us last Sabath but could give us no late news from home. He said he was
going on to Baltimore.

Give my love and Amities to all good friends. | shall visit you when | can the Lord willing. Give my Respects in
particular to Ensign. Tell him if he has not forgoten me to write me one letter and be so good as to do the same
yourself.

Your good Friend
Rowland B Howard

Mr. Ezekiel Stinchfield
Leeds County of Kennebeck D. Maine



21 10/6/1815 From: Rowland B Howard To: Mr Samuel Paul
RBH-0e01j Peekskill Lyons

Source: Bowdoin

Peekskill Octbr 6 1815
Sir

| was highly pleased a few days since when a gentleman came into our store and presented me with your
compliments whom he said he had seen a few days before. You can not immagin how much the newes of one
of my intimate friends did interest me. | drew from the man all he could tell which was but little at most only you
was in Lyons and had made a stand.

| was surprised you did not visit me at the time you crossed the river, which | suppose was not far above this
village. But | suppose you was on your journey and could make no stop. | have heard nothing from Leeds with
in two or three months. But the last news | had the people there all well and flourishing. | came to this village
last fall, which probably you heard before. | taught school here two quarters and Received one hundred dollars
for each. My Brother Ward sold his possessions in Yorktown five miles from this and moved here the first of
April when my school had terminated. | entered into pardnership in a store with him where we have been doing
much Busines ever since. The Village of Peekskill stands on the east Bank of The Hudson River about fifty
miles above New York City and twenty five miles below New burgh and thirty five from Poughkeepsie. Itis a
verry pleasantly situated Town of about two hundred houses. | live verry agreeably in a good society of young
people. | find money pleantyer here than in maine but much easyer spent.

The climate here is warm mild and healthy and but little snow in the winter but | suspect Lyons lies so far north
that the climate differes but little from that of Leeds.

You can immagine by your own experience my feelings when | left my native country and came into a distant
land among <[paper torn]>. But | have been verry fortunate <[paper torn]> since | have been here and it is
<[paper torn]> wish that you may be equally fortunate. You will find good country <verigated> with poor in
every Quarter likewise advantages and disadvantages go where you will.

But one truth is certain that a man must be wide awake to live in this world. | had a letter from Harrington a few
days since. He was then at Sacketts Harbour in good health and spirits. <Everet> | have returned to Leeds in
the month of July. Samuel do write me immediately after receiving this and inform me of all the news when you
left Leeds of our old friends of the Country where you now live and how you like leaving Leeds and all the
removals from there with all the deaths and marriages. Give my best compliments to your father and all the
family. Tell them Ward Seth & myself are all in good health.

Receipt of my best wishes for your prosperity.

Your friend & schoolmate
Rowland B Howard

Mr Samuel Paul
Lyons



22 12/1/1815 From: RB Howard To: [Capt Seth Howard]
RBH-0e01k Peekskill [Leeds]

Source: Bowdoin

Peekskill Dec 1815 [Assume Dec 1 1815]
<[Torn page]>

with pleasure | present myself to my beloved payrents and be assured that | feal particularly interested for your
well fare & happiness at the consequence of my absence be what it may. | have long delayed writing hoping to
receive a line from home. But an anxious mind and a belief that it would not be displeasing to you to lern the
welfare of your distant Children prompts me to write. Everet arrived in this village in about fourteen days from
Leeds has boarded with Ward & myself ever since which is eight or nine weeks. He is in perfect health and has
painted Wards, mine and many other pictures in this place but talks of leaving this for new york city soon.

Seth continues yet to flourish with much business on his hands. Rowland Lindsay has gone to oversee and
work for him in the furnace and is very well contented. Ward & myself continue as usual doing much business
and have enjoyed our selves extremely well since Everet has boarded with us. Ward will probably buy a
property in this village in the course of this winter and possibly may. In the time <[paper torn]> discourse of late
some inclining so <[paper torn]> | have been very harty through <the summer [paper torn]> except about once
a month <[paper torn]> | have had an alarming pain in my brest with uncommon sickness but after running my
stomach with an Enema in two or three days | got about again. It is owing to a debillitated constitution altho |
am now quite healthy.

| confine myself at home pretty much having wrode but once more than a mile from the village for five months.
Of course | can give you very little history as there are many places of note within five or six miles that | never
saw. You may think strange of this but it is a fact. The people all are very domestic in this Country. | like my
situation very well, and hope by industry and stout application to business to support myself hansomely and lay
up something against a day of need.

| present myself with gratitude to my good mother and thank her for good counsel in my youthful days and have
lernt by sad experience how to appreciate the benefit of many small domestic favours of a mother which a
person is deprived of among strangers.

With due Respect and esteem | am your dutiful Son
RB Howard



23 1/3/1816 From: Rowland B Howard To: Ensign Otis
RBH-0e01m Peekskill Leeds

Source: Bowdoin

Peekskill Jan/3 1816
Beloved Friend

Words cannot express the gratitude | feal for your favours of the 15 of Jany [Dec?] which was the first within
four months. With becoming humility | think myself incapable of Giving addvise to one older than myself
notwithstanding my inability | will embrace some of the principal ideas of your letter and to which you can add or
diminish as your better judgement will direct. 1st then as respects traveling you have already learnt my mind
and experience being the best instructor | have had the opportunity of information and improvement whether |
have profited by it or not. A man with money can put himself in to business where he pleases but without
money he must be favoured by providence together with industry and econemy to flouris with any degree of
prosperity every thing is best illustrated by comparisons. Now to compare you with myself in every respect
would not be just, altho your education and opportunities <[torn page]> much the same with mine yet <[torn
page]> fortune (the best recommendation <[torn page]> strangers) is undoubtedly considerable where mine is
nothing. Therefore your prospects would be better than mine. The common people of this country are very
illiterate owing to bad management of schools and the luxurience of the country produce dissipation. Therefore
a young man of your education with a full portion of good breeding and good character can walk and be
respected in the first class who are generally speaking welthy and indowed with polished manners in this class |
have had the fortune to introduce myself and (considering | am writing to you in confidence as one friend to an
other speak not of this) have so far gained the confidence and esteem of an A. Y. L. in the V. whose rank and
fortune surpasses any in my knowledge.

| flatter myself that if my esteem and inclination corespond with my outward wish | shall one day possess h.h.
but till then God forbid! As you know it never was my faculty to speak on that far into my heart. If you conclude
to travel south you will call on me of course, which | shall consider as a greatfull favour. | long to see my good
friends for some such | know | have in Maine youthful companions. <[torn page]> to me and Ensign you may
<[torn page]> my frenship is the same as when we were classmates at the Monmouth school. | am not doing
so much business as formerly in consequence of the small pox prevailing throughout the village which is
occationed by some ignorent supersticious willful people who would not believe in the efficacy of the kind Pox
as a preventative against the small like the dutchman carring a stone in one end of the bag to mill because his
father did.

However thanks (not to the docters for they have tried to spread it) but to heaven that there is no more here to
<have> it when these get well. We need some yankee laws in this respect. | am astonished at your negligence
in writing to me you must not expect it is so necessary for you to hear from one so often as for me to hear from
Thousands. Write every opportunity. | will write when any news presents. In your next speak of my friends. All
you know is news to me. Give my respects to all that know me. Tell them my health is better than formerly.

Yours respectfully
Obt serv
Rowland B Howard

Ensign Otis
Leeds



24 2/22/1816  From: Everett Howard To: Capt Seth Howard

RBH-308 Peekskill, N.Y. Leeds
_ , County of Kennebeck
Source: Bowdoin District of Main

Via Post Office Winthrop

[Missing Opening. About 1816]

for more than an hour being in perfect health and thinking nothing would heal me, having frequently wet my feet
during the storm. | returned, drank a dose of Brandy, het my feet & went to bed. Colonel Bebe was sick in my
room. He said | would pay dear for trifling with his health as he called it at Sacketsharbor, which | found to be
the case, altho | am not certain it was that which made me sick, but however | was taken very sick the next day
in the afternoon, & continued there almost a week with no soul to wait upon me but officers Servants, who out of
benevolence lent me them. They made me porige herb drink & chicken brouth, swept my room & brought water
to heat my feet &c &c.

One of these was a smart boy that came with Chandler from Monmouth. His fathers name is Allen, frequently
at your house to sell Baskets with queen silk over one eye. Blake of Monmouth servant to Chandler was taken -
<> before me. Not a soul in the house would appear early to know when | was to moove to a more convenient
place for a sick person. In fact | thought it time to moove myself if | wished to live. | procured help to pack my
things & place my trunks on my carriage, entered it with much difficulty, but being assured | could ride from
trying the day before. | left Sacketsharbor without being able to take a last look of it behind me as | entered the
woods. <[Missing lines - paper torn]>

[written crosswise on the paper] Seth is doing well or not but he is doing much

Your unfortunate son
Everett Howard

[Envelope]

Capt Seth Howard

Leeds

County of Kennebeck
District of Main

Via Post Office Winthrop
[Stamp] PEEKSKILL Feb 22



25 7/29/1816 From: Seth Howard To: Capt Seth Howard

RBH-0e12 Poughkeepsie Leeds
, Count of Kennebeck
Source: Bowdoin D. M.

Poughkeepsie July 20th 1816
Dear Parents

having so much to attend to | have delayd writing since | arived here till now. | have the pleasure to inform you
that | am in health. Likewise all the rest of your relation & friends in this place.

| came by the way of Newyork, stopt at Peekskill saw Ward, Rowland, & Davis Francis. Everet came with me to
Poughkeepsie. We were all hous together at Peekskill, a circumstance that has not hapened this great while
before & indeed | never expected it to hapen. This last journey | road raising Eleven Hundred miles on horse
back in about thirty days. | never saw a drop of rain in the whole time from Louisville. | came to Frankford then
to Lexington thence through washington to Limestone at Maysville, crossed the Ohio River went through
Challicothe leaving Cincinata.

To my left past through Zanesville leaving Marietta. To my right crost the Ohio River at Wheeling into
Pensylvania through Washington to Pittsburgh about Six Hundred Miles, then crossed the mountains to
Chambersburgh through Harrisburgh, Carlisle to Easton. Crossed the Dellaware River in to Newyork through
Morristown. Newyork to the citty of Newyork. The pleasantest journey | ever made excepting about two
hundred miles in Pensylvania among Dutchman. They could not talk English, but we could make the Dutch
Girls understand very well. | have traveled more than three thousand miles in the western country, through
Ohio, Kentucky Tennesee, Indianah Territory, lllinois Territory & a little ways in to the Missouri Territory. | was
within twenty miles of John Lindsay but never saw him. | have been sorry since | did not go.

| have seen a most alligned Country, & one that | could recommend to all young men. Especially Machanicks. |
have not time to explain to you now the many local advantages that Country possesses over the Eastern part of
the United States, but at some future period, | will give you my memorandum in full, & my observations
ocationaly as | traveled through. Probably it will not be till | am settled there. | find a great deal of difficulty in
settling my Business here. | don’t know how | shall make out but | hope to get through in the course of two or
three months. | want to visit you before | go so far from you, but | have met with so many losses & been so
unfortunate | can hardly afford the Expence. It is but little ways | know. You can immagine to your selves how |
look about as fleshy as | was when | was home & rather darker complection. | may come before | return to the
Westward, but its uncertain. | expect to be marryed as soon as | return, but | shall come to see you as soon -
notwithstanding that . For | can take my little girl in my pocket - not much larger than a ground squirrel. She
wants to see you as much as | do. Now who would have thought that | should have gone to the Western
country to get me a wife, but so it is & cant be helpt. | believe Rowland is getting him a wife & Ward not far from
it, but not knowing cant say. Davis says that Lucretia is one of the finest girls in that Country. | never heard fill
now that Aurilia had a Son. | wish her much joy. She certainly must be hapy as it is her own Fault, for she has
got one of the best hearted men for a Husband this world affords. Doct Bridgam is what | call a whole sould
fellow. These are the ones for me. | want none of your half way fellows. | like those that can look on adversity
& smile, & say the world was made for Caser & for Cato too. There is a number of Branches of Business that |
can go into at the Southerd but have not determined yet what | shall do but | expect either go a boating to New
orleans or establish an Iron Foundry. Both very proffitabe business but the Boating is very disagreeable, but |
am determined to get Rich if it is by hard knocks. Rowland Lindsay is here & has learnt to be fire man in the
furnace, a trade worth one thousand dollars to him at least. If | establish a foundary in that country he will go
with me where | shall do well by him.

Please give my love to Aunt Lindsey & family to Stillman & Family & all my relation friends & acquaintances that
wish to hear. | remain with sentaments of fillial gratitude.

Your affectionate Son
Seth Howard

[ENVELOPE]



Capt Seth Howard
Leeds

Count of Kennebeck
D. M.



26 3/23/1817 From: Davies To: Mr Rowland B. Howard
RBH-0e13 Leeds

Source: Bowdoin

Leeds March 23d 1817
Rowland,

| have leisure to write to you, and would to God | could answer half a score of your letters, but not a word have
you written since we parted! You Sir, one so fond of tracing the connexion of causes and events, will, |
presume be so good on the receipt of this, as just to inform me, what Magic Spell has wrested from your hand,
that pen which you used to hold so liberal.

A late writer has said that hauman friendship was like live embers, when collected together they warmed each
other and were continually breaking out in to flames: but rake them a little assunder they instantly loose their
warmth or partial strife; and my ounse Land Lord | believe he is above half right.

You begin to suspect me of writing you a novel, no Sir, nor hystory, but a few plain family facts. Your Parents
are well and enjoy a competant portion of vegetable nutrement to keep good their physical force, and luxuries,
quantum sufficit to render their days easy and agreeable, which you must know is not the case with many in this
country at present - some wear the aspect of penury and want, while all serious judges, express serious fears,
that some animals if not human, must perish for want of subsistance; unless some thing extraordinary takes
place. Sleighing commenced about the 20th of No’r & has continued ever since with little or no intermission,
save what arose from intense weather and blocking snows. But it is a most general time of health. | know of no
one sick at present. | have been hauled up a few days for repair, but the Doctor, like you may by this time be
exceding tired of torsing my illegible scribling, but Rowland is the best | can do. My hand vibrates with my
heart, so that it is with dificulty | can make any thing like letters. | have frequented Miss Hannah Chandlers
company at times this winter. She often enquires after you with a degree of interestedness. | am apt to think
Hannah & Lydia great girls notwithstanding all that has been said against them. Miss Harriett Starr of Jay has
been here for some time with Lucretia. She is a pretty little bewitching creature - as fond of making conquests
as was Hadasah, and | believe she has partially succeeded in some instances.

| have taught school three months this season and want one month of completing my engagements when | was
taken sick. | conclude | must abandon it and when | regain my health, if soon, go again to Brunswick to work at
my tract, as such would be profitable should | be able to pay as close application as the business requires, but
all is uncertainty with me. | shall be against a stump soon for want of paper, so good by - till you write to me

Davies
March 28th
Dear Sir,

Since the first date of this letter, | have had a relapse, much to dishearten my spirits, and consume my
ponderious system, but yet hope to see better days, but alas | don’t know!! Since being confined here | have
look around me for some friendly compassionate intimate, have extended my retrospic as far as you, but
thought | could see no genial Rays of Heaven born sentiment to illume my sad condition; felt an aching void in
my own breast, too poignant for discription, and almost wish to be buried in silence, as deep in the bosom of our
earth, as | fill myself, in the memory of those, which | once hailed as the dearest of natures gifts. | am apt to
think my constitution of such an exotic nature, that it must be transplanted to some more congenial clime, in
order to exist in this world. You used to ask me, in case you commenced business for yourself alone, if | would
not come & live with you; such an opportunity | would gladly embrace.

When at Brunswick last winter | received a letter from Ward which | believe | have answered. | have not heard
about you or your health since then. You may wish me to write more particular about your family, but they enjoy
a tolerable degree of health generally, excepting Lucretia, whose health is indifferent, but her spirits are good.
What | before wrote about her gallant, | don’t wish you to immagin that serious consequences are likely to
attend it. | only wrote it for novelty’s sake. God | should almost envy the Best of men such a blessing.



Thomas, | was ready to conclude, last fall thought something of marrying Miss Pitts, but by some strange,
fatality (to use Gen Dearborn’s expression) has changed his purpose, and she, to please her Parents, has
consented to be published - to another man, but declines marryin at present. This Rowland was the most
marvilous thing in this County. Hardly a person in town or in the adjacent town but what interested them delve
in the affair and Wm Otis’ family, who you know were always predudicial against our family, led the ran

A kind Angel has lavished his Magnetia, calemel Jolup &c so profusely that the obstructus of nature have
yielded to their influence, and | shall be able to Return to School shortly, so glorious thanks to God and
Generous Reward to the Doctor. | have no essays on human understanding, no Rhetorical or Logical
disertations, no Geographical or Astronomical observations or Classical lore to develop to you; but think you
much better pleased to hear of the partial function of our preventibus.

And first of Uncle Jos who married off two of his girls in one hour, to men of the upper country Alpheus L to Miss
L Foss, Mr Levab Lethal to Miss B. Lane, Thos Lindsay to Olive Church, Mr H Jennings to Miss Hannah
Lothrop, &c&c, and | guess by and by Lucretia for a Mr Plaidsted of Gardiner is as partial as you please. He is
a scholar and from common Report a fine man. Rowland, | want to see you and chat about the little interesting
pictures of Peekskill and especially about your little girls, Miss Catherine Miss Kelsie &c &c. | should be glad to
hear of the shines which Ensign cut among them, but he does not write me or any body else as | can hear. |
saw Nancy a few days since in fine health and Mine. Cupids dart has at length persed my head, Liver or
something, which will eventually produce connubial intercourse or lingering Death you know which | don't er
carelll Give my compliment to Ward Aunt Fanny, and all who may inquire after me at Peek’s and to Mr Prey in
particular should he be within your knowledge. Ask him to wright and command Ward to. Tell Aunt Fanny |
wish | had stad with her last winter, and tried to have gotten that old Miss Lyon with her fortune, as we talked.
Write yourself soon, tell of your circumstance intentions &c &c.

Accept my best wishes with those of the whole family and believe my your undeviating friend,
Davies.

Mr Rowland B. Howard

[ENVELOPE]

Paris Me

March 29

Mr Rowland B. Howard

Peekskill

State of New York County of Westchester



27 4/20/1817 From: Seth Howard To: Capt Seth Howard

RBH-0e14 New Orleans Leeds
_ , County of Kennebeck
Source: Bowdoin Province of Maine

Winthrop Post Office

New Orleans April 20th 1817
Dear Parents

| have the pleasure to inform you that | am in very good health. | arived in this City, about ten days ago after a
passage of thirty days, from Cape Girardeau County Missouri territory, where | was Blocked up in the ice all last
winter. | left that place the 12th of March about 9 Oclock in the morning & never left the helm to exceed over an
hour at a time, till | landed in this City on the 12th of April. | was quite worn out with fatigue & want of rest. But |
am very Smart now, have about 300 barrels of Pork & 100 of Beef, but not finding a market, | have had it all
repacked & stored. Should | not find a good market here in the course of twenty or thirty days, | shall ship it for
New York or Boston, & then Should fortune favour me, | may once more visit my paternal roof. Once more
press to my bosom my kindred friends.

You may have blaimed me for not writing oftener, but believe me when | tell you that every convenient
opportunity that has presented | have written, all last winter there was no mail went from the country where |
was. Of course | could not write, but not a day, not an hour | may say, that past me, but my thoughts were on
those that | left behind, & often has the Silent tear stole down my cheek while reflecting, that the change of
fortune has driven me from my friends, from my home, from all that is near & dear to me in Life. Little did I think
when last | saw you that so soon | should been a visititant in this City of disipation.

It is now Sunday, but business goes on the Same as any other day, to a stranger it appears very odd, but the
inhabitants think nothing of it. | have just returned from takeing a walk from the back part of the City, out of one
hundred children that | saw, there was not to exceed three white ones. In fact the inhabitants are all coper
collered excepting a few that have come from the Eastward, & many of them have a creole for a wife or
Mistress. It supprises me very much that a man Brought up in the Eastern States could ever fancy one of these
half breeds, the language spocken here is principally French. There are people here from all parts of the
World. This is the grand Mart, or deposit of vice & debauchery from all quarters of the globe.

| have not yet been to see the cellebrated Battle ground of Jackson’s victory, but intend going as soon as | have
leisure, after which | will write you the particulars. What would you think when | tell you, that the River is now
two foot higher than the City. It is kept out by a Levee, a mound of dirt thrown up about four foot high. The
River is now in its highest stage. This Levee continues on both banks of the River up One hundred & fifty miles
along which are the most Elligant plantations of shugar & cotten that can be immagined. It looks like one
continued village on both sides this whole distance, & | am told it continues so to the sea a hundred miles down.

The richest Planters on these plantation own from a thousand to two thousand negroes - a young able Bodied
Negro here is worth one thousand Dollars. They see hard times poor fellows. They don’t get half enough to
eat. These French & Spaniards have no mercy or humanity. There is no Law to punish them for killing their
own negroes, if they affront them. It frequently happens those large slaves owners don’t mind killing a negro if
he don’t please him.

There is at this time about 400 ships & brigs in this port. | spent allmost the whole day yesterday to see if |
could find a vessel Bound to Hallowell, but could find none. Had | found one | intended to have sent you a
barrel of shugar. | was in hopes to have found one. It would have been very gratifying to me to have sent you
this small present a token of remembrance & no doubt it might have been of some benefit to you, as shugar
must be high in that country. But as itis, it cant be helpt.

My dear Mother, | address you in particular, | have an idea of the tender anxiety a fond mother feels for her
children when absent, but | beg you to rest assured that in whatever situation | have here before been, or
hereafter may be placed, those good & virtious principals instilled in my youth have ever been & | flatter myself
ever will be my constant guide. No doubt that my misfortunes & their consequences have been a source of
much affliction, but it is the destinies of fate & we must submit. Should we both live it will not be long before |



make a visit to that country. If | don’t this summer when | shall take with me my dear Mary. Oh! | wish she was
there now, to be society for you & Lucretia. Please to remember me to Stillman & family, Doct Bridgam & family
Aunt Lindsay & family, Lucretia, Rathburn, & Franklin, Frank. A day | want to see him more than a little. Adeu. |
am still under the necessity of subscribing myself the unfortunate wanderer.

Seth Howard

[Envelope]
[Postmark] [ faint]
Capt Seth Howard
Leeds

County of Kennebeck
Province of Maine
Winthrop Post Office



28 6/15/1817 From: RB Howard To: Capt Seth Howard

RBH-0e15 Peekskill Leeds
_ . County of Kennebec D. Maine
Source: Bowdoin via Winthrop P Office

Peekskill June 15, 1817
Beloved Parents

| take the liberty to write notwithstanding | must think you had almost forgotten me as | have not received one
Letter from home for more than six months and have waited anxiously every mail till | have given up the Idea of
hearing from you. With pleasure | can say for the first time in my life | have enjoyed perfect health for the last
six months. And while | continue so, how gratifying it would be to me were it Possible to visit my parents,
brothers, sisters & old friends. But fortune the govenor of human pleasures has long denied me that supreme
felicity and nothing but dame prudence has prevented me from sneaking a moment to spend with you. | am
touched with gratitude when | reflect on your care, assiduity & prudence to instill in my mind Good precepts and
examples in my youth & which | hope have been so far usefull as to not render your son unworthy of his
parentage. Altho, Desapation has been round me as a snare and vice as a temptation & Disappointment the
natural attendant on a fruitful immagination has some times been my lot. But | have no reason to complain of
my situation considering that | am nothing more nor less than a poor young man. Mr Otis you have
undoubtedly lernt is my partner. We are in our new Store much the hansomest in the village, with a very Great
& General assortment of goods sell at a small profit and for cash only doing at present more business than any
around us. | have put in my proportion of the partnership money & shall be much disappointed if Mr Otis does
not at least get five hundred dollars soon notwithstanding my credit is good in New York for any amount | would
be likely to ask. But you know it was always my wish to do business safe. | think if his father could once come
into our Store & see how he is situated he would help him to some money which if he ever expected to do |
should any wait be the most use to him now. He is a very prudent saving yong man, very much improved & will
shortly handle goods with a very good grace, well contented & well pleased as you must know that it is no small
thing for a young man to be introduced into such extensive business. It occupys our whole attention myself in a
special manner never leave the store except to buy Goods.

I must say when Mr Otis gets more experience in the Business & more acquainted with the people that |
anticipate the time when | shall be able to pay you a short visit. Oh! The ties of affection bind me to maine
notwithstanding the distance | am from you.

Ward is well, has led a saw mill & keeps an extensive lumber yard in the village in company with Mr Marquis
Philips a nephew of Uncle David Philips who does the business. His justice & sherif business occupies his
whole attention. Everet | heard from the 20 of Aprill, then in Savannah in Georgia. Had made much money &
was in the best of health. Seth arrived in the City of New York from New Orleans a few days ago while | was in
town, well, but has seen hard times. He brought a 100 barrels of Pork for sale. Uncle Philips has moved to
Peekskill and set up the tin business. Doct Bailey talks of moving to the village.

Give my respects & love to Lucretia Rathburn Franklin & all Brother sisters & friends. In great Haste.

Your affectionate son
RB Howard

[Envelope]

Capt Seth Howard

Leeds

County of Kennebec D. Maine
via Winthrop P Office



29 1/1/1818 From: Scipio To: Dear Editor
Choniun

RBH-312

Source: Bowdoin

For the <Closman> [entire letter is faint and difficult to read]
[Date is estimated about 1/1/1818]

O <Sharpsburg> excursion
<Dear> Editor

happening to recollect that | had promised to write for the Choniun why not here | have seated myself to fulfill
that promise, but now the question arises, what shall | write about. | can think of nothing but a hunting
excursion from which | have just arrived, and as it was rather pleasant to myself, it may not be uninteresting to
your readers. <Our> party having provided themselves with some old rusty <firlocks> with which our forefathers
had langed away at | don’t know Bears, wolves, catamounts, hedgehogs, mose and dear, geese, ducks,
beevers, skunks, woodchucks, &c&c, to say nothing of “Injens” and “Brittishers”, being ballasted also with
gunpowder, blue pills, flints, caps, <pinning> wires, knives for skinning the “varmints” to be teakin. We were
prepared (after reading Davy Crockets directs For hunting the “critters”) to proceed on the dreadful business of
killing with malice aforethought any thing that wore fur or feathers, from an “Injen devil” down to a striped
squirrel, or, from down to a “tebs bird” up to a South American condor. Having heard that the extensive forest
west of <Cochesoagen> Lake offered a rare chance for our “hunting” thither we bent our steps. On reaching an
ancient road which bounds this wilderness on the north we paused to determine for the public good, our ears
were Soon Alerted with a noise of a varmint, pounding against a tree. Thither we went. We soon saw that he
evidently was either trying to stave the tree in pieces. In his fury, at our intrusion into his sequestered retreat, or
trying to stave his own brains out rather than die by the hands of the assassin.

Having however, poured a broadside into his rear. He fell into our victorious hands, and we marched away in
triumph. Soon again we discovered a four legged “critter” whose name we did not stop to ask, making towards
us, with evident intent of evil. Giving him a shot, he thought best to return to his den. And we thinking best to
consider him as mortally wounded continued to advance into the forest. Our party now separated into three
divisions. We belonged to 1ist, and were the first to meet the next game. A fine plump looking drummer, which
made our mouth “warter” and our stomach juices was discovered sunning himself on the <lut> of our veteran
fallin oak. We were about to introduce him to the attenten of Black Betsy. When casting a no face - don’t -
can’t come it kind of a look. Off he flew like a gall. “Wats afraid the fellers want to go home with her active
nights. The whole party now put off in pursuit. We chased and chased, but the more we chased the more she
would not be Cothched, no how. At last we put the best looking chap we had on the track but she had made up
her mind, and like some others of her sex of another genus, she would not be coaxed so it was given up.
Having taken at now of the beautiful lake Cock.... And ascertained from one of the inhabitants that the varmant
of a larger growth, had gone to attend a World Convention sitting in Peartown , and Catamountville to consider
the expedancy of adopting measures for protekting themselves more effectually against their common the
“Crocketites” we dug out for home loaded with the enormous amount of peltnis and venison which we had taken
consisting of a little, nasty, speckled-red headed woodpeckers.

Scipio



30 1/30/1818 From: Rowland B Howard To: Capt Seth Howard

RBH-0e16 Peekskill Leeds
_ . County Kennebec D. Maine
Source: Bowdoin Via Winthrope Post Office

Peekskill Jany 30 1818
Dear Parents

| again write hoping thereby to gratify my kindred connexions & fulfill a natural obligation | owe them. It is with
peculiar pleasure that | can state that | and my friends are injoying perfect health and prosperity. But it has
been a subject of unpleasantness to me that | should be deprived of Intelligence from you. A partial delay is
excuseable but a total neglect is unpardonable. But however a Due sense of the obligations | am under to my
beloved Parents whose fostering hands sustained me in my youth and to whose care | am indebted for the first
principles of Education and to whom | am indebted in a measure for my present happy situation in life, render it
nessary that | should make frequent acknowledgments of gratitude to them & show myself not altogether an
unworthy son. Altho circumstances as relates to business wholly unforeseen by me has prevented my writing
my near & dear connexions or returning to the Bosom of My Fathers family.

But | hope in the course of nex summer to be able to visit you again & My being unacquainted in the Early part
of my life with Mercantile business and Likewise without resources you must conclude the two first years of
residence here in that line must have been somewhat inconvenient and altho my experience in this branch may
have been dearly Bo't yet it will be more usefull.

My prospects at present seem promising. Mr Otis and myself have had not less at any time than four thousand
dollars worth of goods on hand at once since our commencement. He is a man very well respected and of a
very good disposition. But as he continues without funds or resources we shall disolve in the spring. The whole
business has been transacted on my credit and Punctuality which you must know occupies my whole time and
attention. We have sold many goods and handled much money this year.

| hope my dear mother will rest contented as to the welfare of her distant sons for if the least circumstance of llI
health misfortune or disaster should befall them | shall embrace the first opportunity to communicate it to you.

The last we heard from Seth, he was about to descend the River Missippi with a number of boat Loads of corn.
His wife likewise was to go down in the steam boat and both to meet at New Orleans. This was in December
and further | know not.

Everet went from Ohio to Pittsburgh, thence to Erie. On Lake Erie where he wrote last he was in a sleigh. Then
going to Kingston Montreall & Quebec and then to Maine or Europe. The last improbable. He was well “except
his old acquaintance the Reumatism”.

Ward is engaged in his official business and probably will go to Albany this winter. He has not disposed of
himself in Marriage yet nor is there any hopes of a ready sale. Mr Pray occupies a space in our circle of
Bachelors and on the score of attachment like another Brother. | have not been in the country but once for four
months nor to Doct Baileys since last March. The Doct is now here in health, likewise his family. Patiais a
Beautiful Girl. She boarded in this village last summer, and went to school to Pamilia Phillips who teaches a
boarding school.

We have had no snow yet but continue in expectation. The weather is warm. | sometimes wish | was in Maine
that | might take a leasure sleigh ride. The Hudson River is not frozen here yet. There is Rising Twenty five
houses Building in this village this winter, 4 on lots that Ward has sold & one he is about to build himself. We
shall try to obtain a Bank this winter.

Tell the Children | remember them all, Lucretia, Rathburn & Franklin but shall forget if they do not write.
Remember me to all relations and friends and be pleased to receive the Greatfull acknowledgments of your
Dutifull son.

Rowland B Howard



NB. Tell Mr D Francis there is no Death in his acquaintance. But Marriages innumerable among which are
Charles Diver to Hetty Strang cousin to Catherine, Philetus Raymond to Miss Hannah Dusenbery & Jesse
Christian to Nancy Chess, and many more &c&c. It is a long time since | heard one word from Leeds.

[Envelope]

Capt Seth Howard

Leeds

County Kennebec D. Maine
Via Winthrope Post Office



31 2/21/1818 From: Rowland B Howard To: Capt Stillman Howard

RBH-0e17 Peekskill Leeds
, County of Kennebeck
Source: Bowdoin D. Maine

Via Winthrope Post Office

Peekskill Feby 21th 1818
Dear Brother

It is with Reluctance altho a pleasure that | write to you - inasmuch as you nor any of my friends to the Eastward
have condescended to write to me for some months - yet a kindred attachment induces me to fulfill an
obligation due my friends. You can not immagin with what eagerness | search every mail for a return on their
part. Providential circumstances has led me far from you and my situation in business compells me to remain.
But it is with lively sensibility that | often picture to my immagination those friends | left behind, among them
yourself and wife and Dear little children. | presume a happy circle in the enjoyment of life and the pleasures of
society, which are gifts of stirling worth that ought to render all contented and happy and draw forth a due
reverence love and Gratitude to the Creating Author.

What more particularly drew forth my pen at this time is to Record the Death of one of our distinguished
Revolutionary heroes and much esteemed Patriot Maj John Paulding, who performed an act of Patriotism
worthy the imitation of every enlightened freeman. He died on the 19th Inst and was this day Buried with the
honors of war and Masonry. In conjunction two Miles from this Place to which the Proseccion Marched from the
house of the Deceased Three Miles Escorted by a company of Cadetts from the Military Academy at West Point
with the Best Band of Musick in the United States.

The procession was arranged commanded and Directed by my Brother Ward who was selected for that
purpose. The procession consisted of one hundred and Three wagons average five persons in each with as
many horse and foot. In the whole surpassing any thing of the kind | ever saw before in numbers, solemnity
and good order. In discharging the last obligation to this distinguished individual | hope we have done that
honor due to his name which no American can recount without feeling of the highest respect.

| had the honor yesterday of negotiating with the commander in chief of West Point for the Military assistance
we have received this day and | am happy to say that all was conducted in the best order and greatest harmony.

The deceased was the father of nineteen children and lived with his third wife and probably about sixty years
old. Thus fades the valuable citizen and thus fades the hero with laurels. A sad certainty but no more
sorrowfull than that - we must all Die. A consideration that should teach us to discharge our duty to our creator
and to our fellow men, that when we pay the last debt of nature we may not fear Justice, but deserve mercy and
Receive happiness.

| see | must curtail observation which | should make were you nearer me and instead say | and your friends
here are in perfect health. | have not heard from Seth lately and Everet | Believe is in Canada. Uncle Phillips
lives here, his Daughters are fine accomplished Girls which is to be expected from their education. | have rode
frequently with them when we have had sleighing which has been near a fortnight this winter, but all gone at
Present. Thus you see we can not enjoy ourselves in that pleasurable arrangement as you can in Maine.

Mr Otis is yet My partner. We have yet a large quantity of goods on hand not little than three thousand dollars
worth which it is [my] intention to sell before the River opens. Business continues tolerable good & Mr Otis is
much improved in his manners as is natural to suppose for he visits in the most genteel circles. When | shall
again see you | know not but | hope before many years. Give my compliments to Doct Bridgham and friends
and remember me to my fathers family.

Yours with affection
[Rowland B Howard] [Hole in Paper]

Mr Stillman Howard



NB Rowland Lindsey was here last fall. He lives on a small lake near Lake Erie and | presume is a doing well.
He was then in the lumber Business.

[Envelope]

Capt Stillman Howard
Leeds

County of Kennebeck

D. Maine

Via Winthrope Post Office



32 6/21/1818 From: Seth Howard To: Capt Seth Howard

RBH-0e42 Cape Gerardeau Leeds
. _ . [Missouri] County of Kennebeck
ource: Bowdoin Province of Maine
To be left at Winthrop Post
Office

Cape Gerardeau [Missouri] June 21st 1818

In good health | date from this place. | believe | wrote you at New Orleans of the unfortunate occurrence that
occationed this Journey. We sailed on Board the Steam Boat Franklin from that city on the 23d of April. We
had as pleasant a passage as could be expected at this Season of the year. Owing to the great misfortune of
breaking the main shaft of our water wheel, we was detained Ten Days, which made our passage much more
Tragious than it otherwise would have been. The weather being tollerably warm in the Lower Country, we was
annoyd very much by the musquitoes, which are very Troublesome, & nights particularly, they are allmost
insupportable unless one is provided with a Musquitoe Bar, which is made of thin Muslin, & so constructed as to
cover you compleatly from the annoyance of this disagreeable insect. This | was carefull to provide before | left
New Orleans. Itis an old saying that a burnt child avoids the fire.

On my passage from New Orleans to New York in 1817 we were detained by Low tides, at the mouth of the
Mississippi, ten days, during which time, language cannot express, how much | suffered from this poisonous
animal. They were much larger at that place than any | had ever seen before or since.

There has so manny accidents hapened on this River to Steam Vesels, that Mrs Howard was frequently verry
much allarmed for our Safety, but takeing every thing into consideration our passage was much more agreeable
than otherwise. We arivd at this place on the thirtieth of may, making in all thirty seven days from New

Orleans. This being the only place near where | had my business to transact that we could get comfortable
accommodations, we accordingly made it our home here.

It is fifteen miles from here to where Mr. Stevens died, at a place he had been doing business at for two years
past. He had visited his family but only once in that time, but had not seen them previous to his death for
Eighteen months, which rendered the circumstances of his death very distressing to his tender & affectionate
family. Mrs Howard was very anxious to visit the grave of her beloved Parent, & as there is no way of travelling
in this Country but on horseback, & She, never having rode any | had some fears for her safety. However it
was her wish, & we accordingly procured horses & rode there without any accident. So far from being timid as |
expected, She seemed to enjoy the novelty of the ride very much, but | must draw a veil over the remainder of
our visit. All you who have simpathizing hearts to participate in the distresses of the afflicted, & can mourn with
those that are berieved of a tender & affectionate Parent will in immagination no doubt accompany her to the
Grave where are deposited, the last & Sacred remains of a being, who has shared with her the delicious
Sweets of domestick happiness, from her earliest infantcy, whose instructions & admonitions have been receivd
& treasured by her as the fundamental basis on which depends her enjoyment through this, & her happyness in
a future world.

Mr Stevens & his family are all natives of England. He moved to New York City about the year eighteen
hundred, at which place he has made his principal residence ever since, till about two years & a half ago he
moved to Kentucky. He was a baptist Minister, & from what | can learn his principal object in moving to this
Country was to preach to the Natives of those Western Soils. However it Seems he had partly relinquished that
object by his remaining So long in New York, notwithstanding, on his moving to Kentucky he again seems to
pursue his original intention, by leaving his family & coming to this place where fate destined he should close
the period of his Existence away from his native country & from the Bosom of his worthy family, who would have
esteemed it the greatest happyness in this world to have been with him & by their kind attention to have
soothed the last aggonies of expiring Nature. He died on the tenth of March. He left a wife & four daughters
three of whom are married & one remains single. Two were married last winter & both live at Louisville, where
the Mother & Lidia the unmarried sister reside.

But to return, we tarried all night at this place. The people who had tended upon Mr Stevens during his short
sickness (only about ten days) were very kind. They urged us to remain longer but every thing appeared so
melloncholly & Mrs Howard so low spirited, | thought it best in her present situation not to remain, any longer.



We accordingly got our horses, & after a few hours pleasant ride arivd at Cape Gerardeau. Mary is so much
pleased with riding, that we have since been out to a small town about 15 miles, went one day & returned the
next. The Franklin Steam Boat Stopt here day before yesterday on her return from St Louis. She took in a few
hogsheads of to-bacco for me, & started again yesterday morning for New Orleans. To day | Start on
horseback for St Louis, & shall return here again in the course of ten days, & as soon after as | can arrange my
business so that it can be left in the hands of an agent | shall leave this part of the Country for Louisville
Kentucky, where | shall remain probably till October, when | shall again return to Orleans, once more to try to
settle myself. | am very solicitous to hear from my friends especially from my near relations, but my situation is
so transitory that | miss of a great deal of information from that quarter. Do not fail to write me at Louisville, as
you will have sufficient time to send a letter to that place before | leave there & after that continue to write to
New Orleans . Mary & | send love to all of you. We do not despair of seeing you yet if we should live.
Remember us to all relation & friends.

| remain your affectionate & dutiful son
Seth Howard

[Envelope]

[Postmark] ST. LOUIS JUNE 23
[Postage] 25

Capt Seth Howard

Leeds

County of Kennebeck

Province of Maine

To be left at Winthrop Post Office



33  5/9/1819 From: Lucretia Howard To: Seth Howard Esq

RBH-0e18a Newburg Leeds
, County Kennebeck
Source: Bowdoin DM.
To be left at Winthrop Post
Office

Newburg May 9 1819
My ever dear and affectionate Parents

You may be surprised to read of my being in this place but | have become a great traveller. | came here in
company with uncle Phillips and good family. We came in a sloop which you know was new to me and you
must judge it was a source of some sport indeed it was. We had a fine sail and they talked some of making me
Captain | had so much courage. There were several young ladies on board and we had fine time.

| have writen that | am in a new place of course you will expect I'll describe it but | have been here so short a
time that [| am] not capable yet but can say of all places that | have visited | give Newburg the prefference. Oh!
it is a delightfull place. | have formed but very few acquaintance but those that | have are very fine.

It is very hansomely situated on the River and | have never looked out but have seen no less than 8 or 9 sloops
and often the steemboat and allways the house boat. | don’t know as you have ever seen or heard of this
house boat but it is a great curiosity. The bottom looks like. The horses go round as when turning a cider mill.
| think there is eight horses. It is curious indeed but you have a poor discription of it as | am not in the habit of
discribing any such a thing.

| never was so delighted with a place in my life. Itis very lively and very gay but the gaity is not the most
attraction that it has. No indeed. Lucretia is not a very gay girl. | think if you should see me you would think me
more simple than ever. My good cousins say | have altered very much since | came here but | cannot see it
myself and hope it is not for the worse for it is my greatest wish and constant prayer to be good and conduct
myself so as to merit a hearty welcome home once more, though there is every inducement for me to be happy
here. | mean the society and place are so pleasing that nothing except the duty to the best of Parents could
induce me to leave <[torn page]> delightfull a place, but home is pleasing and will <[torn page]> me while My
dear Parents live and do not think that Lucretia will ever forget her best friends in the fashionable world of
Newburg. Oh! No! Home will be as dear to me as ever, althoug | have formed many very dear connexions
here, but | shall be favoured with a correspondence with them after | arrive at my native home but the tears
steel down when | think of leaving them and | cannot help it although you may say | ought to be stimulated by
the affection to you. Oh |l am. No child’s Bosom is warmer with affection for there Good Parents that your child
that now addresses you. How bountifully | am dealt with. Parents and friend it would be ungreatfull for me to
wish for more. Some times | say oh that you live altogether but this would be too much for one to posess
Parents and friends all in one vicinity. | cannot ask it.

Now | must stop. The bell rings for the last time and must go to church. | was in hopes to finished my letter
befor the meeting but have not. Good morning for the present.

Church is out and | am again seated by my Uncles desk. If you was here my happyness would be complete.
My dear Uncle and Aunt are seated by me and are requesting me to Give Love to you. Uncle is highly flattered
with his new prospect here. Oh they are parents to me. | never shall forget there kindness to me and | hope
you will ever bare in mind there goodness now <[torn page]><If I> had room | would try to discribe the
goodness of my <more than> kind Brothers. Never was a sister so blest before <[torn page]> good, so good
Brothers and cousins, | idolise them all. They seem more like sisters than cousins. Uncle Bailey & family are
included but oh we must part and what shall | do. We are often all together and jolly as possible when the word
is said part from Lucretia our feelings cannot be surpressed.

| received a Letter from Ward this morning from New York. He is in health. A few days since | had one from
Rowland in Peekskill. He is also in health. Everet the same. He has become a Labourer in the Ocum mill.
They flourish with their ocum. Rowland is a tradeing as usual. | have been his clerk for several weeks untill |
came here. Cousin Joseph [Bailey] has gone to school. He has lived with him a year. He will return soon.



Well what do you think about my comeing home. Do you think it is time. If you do | must go but Ward is to take
me and we may start in June, but it is uncertain as he has so much business on board and the Great Wedding
is about to take place. | am a goin to Poughkeepsie from here with Cousin Pamelia [Phillips] and from there |
am to spend a week to Judge Johnsons the finest familey in the world. | go to New York City from there. Those
are my visits that are contemplated before | <leave> this happy Land.

Give my love to Stillman and family. Dr and Aurelia often mentioned me to little Hinvenold that she may
remember me. Oh | want to see her indeed all of you more than | can express. Remember me to Uncle B.H.
[Barnabas Howard] & family, Aunt Lindsey [Thankful (Bailey) Lindsey] and family and all every one Rathburn
Franklin. Oh a Little dog how | want to see him. Remember me most affectionately to Mr Francis and wife
family in general. Tell Eunice she is in debt to me a letter so write <> to me soon. Tell the Dr he never has
writen to me.

Lucretia

Arvillia and Ada [Phillips] send love particular to you and all friends. Pamelia is in Peekskill but is to be here
soon. Fail not to write. Seth is in tolerable health or was the last letter we had.

Adieu.

Lucretia [Howard]

[Envelope]
Newburgh
May 11

Seth Howard Esq

Leeds

County Kennebeck

D.Me

To be left at Winthrop Post Office



34 6/11/1819 From: Seth Howard To: Dear Parents [Seth
Howard]

RBH-0e18b New York

Source: Bowdoin

New York June 11 1819
Dear Parents

| have the pleasure to inform you of my being in New York. | left New Orleans on the 10th of May & arived in
New York 29th of the same month. We experienced a tollerable pleasant passage. Mary was a little sea sick
when we first started out. We enjoyed our health so very poorly in that place that | was induced to try a sea
voige <which [hole in paper]> | find has greatly improved it. We think of visiting you in the coarse of the
Summer.

Immediately on my arrival | wrote to Ward & he & Lucretia arived here four days ago. Ward will return tomorrow
& Lucretia will remain with Mrs Howard till | am ready to go to Peekskill when we shall all go together & spend a
little time in the country after which | am in hopes that Ward will accompany us to the Eastward.

I met with quite a misfortune. The next morning after Ward arrived here, | got out of bed & in attempting to walk
across the Carpet & wash me, | ran a needle in my foot & broke off inside. | immediately sent for a surgeon &
had it Scarrified, after a fruitless search for two hours he gave it up & ordered a Poultice of flax seed & Indian
Meal for the purpose of drawing it out. This has been repeated for three days but to no use. | began to flatter
myself that there is none in, should it be the case | shall be well in a few days. It hapened <[hole in paper]> <to
be peculiarly> unfortunate at this time as it is not possible for me to wait on the ladies to see the curiosities &
amusements of the city.

| shipped immediately on my arival on board the Neptune Barge consigned to Mr Batcheler for you one Bl
sugar & one pair of Portrait likeness of Mrs Howard & Myself. The Sugar is New Orleans Production & so are
the Likenesses. They are in gilt frames. | hope they will arrive safe. | leave particulars for Lucretia to write.

| remain your affectionate Son
Seth Howard



35 6/22/1819 From: John B. Russwurn To: Mr John Otis

RBH-0e19 North Yarmouth Student
. Paris Academy
Source: Bowdoin Oxford

North Yarmouth June 22. 1819
Friend Otis

| received your epistle bearing date some time ago, but for the want of an opportunity have not answered it. |
understood by a letter a few days ago from friend Clark that you was at present at Paris Academy.

Well what think you friend Otis, Hebron Academy burnt down? Astonishing, you would reply. Not all so, |
consider it as the judement of Heaven for their treatment of the few independent souls who resided with them
during this past year. True is the saying "all for the best," for we see it plainly proved in the visitations of heaven
on the Hebronites.

I understood also that the Academic Fraternity began to look up a little by friend Clarks letter. You who are, or
may be scholars at Paris, have nothing to impede your progress in the delightful paths of literature. You have all
the advantages that a scholar can wish for, viz. an excellent preceptor, and a good society. You inquired the
reason of not appearing in Hebron the last quarter; | mentioned when | came away to Shubael Tripp that if |
studied all winter | should not be in Hebron any more (to school); and another, is that | did want to come for |
might have been there, all the time that school kept, as such was the desire of my guardian. | shall attend the
two ensuing months at Gorham Academy | expect as soon my guardian returns from Boston; and | can get
ready.

| should prefer being in Paris with you, but the time is so short that | do not think it worth while to go so far for
only about eight weeks. | am now reading in the second volume of the <Majorca>, and | recite at six 0 clock
every morning to Lawyer Millin. | can truly say that | felt rejoiced to hear that you had pushed on in your studies
although | had not myself. Friend Clark also named a Mr. Robinson who purposes to enter the Sophomore
Class; he is doubtless the same whom | have heard you mention as being an excellent scholar, and an
independent Soul, for all the Hebrones (Contraction of the name.)

| hope you will remember me to all the members of the Society with whom | am acquainted, particularly to
Learned, Millet, Parsons and Stone. | shall write a few lines to Brother Plaisted by the same conveyance. Job.
C. Barrows and lady (Nancy Myrick) spent the Sabbath in this town. | hope you will write again in a short time,
and give me all the particulars concerning the Academic Fraternity, your school, and Learneds and Myricks
case.

Hoping that you enjoy the advantages of health, and the same good success in your studies:

| remain

Yours

respectfully

John B. Russwurn

P. S. Direct your letters to this place still, to the care of Calvin Stockbridge Esqr.

[ENVELOPE]
Mr John Otis
Student

Paris Academy
Oxford



36 6/25/1819 From: W.B. Howard To: Captn Seth Howard

RBH-0e20 Peekskill Leeds

, County of Kennebeck Me
Source: Bowdoin

Peekskill 25 June 1819
My dear Mother

| seize a moment to inform you that six of your children are now with me (including myself) all in perfect health.

I rec’d your letter some time since for which inestimable favor | tender you my gratefull thanks. | wrote to
Stillman immediately on the receipt of your letter on the subject of its contents. | have rece’d his answer from
Boston. | shall refrain from writing on that subject as in all probability Seth or myself or both of us will visit you a
few weeks after the receipt of this.

I have much to inform you & the limmits of a letter are wholly inadequate to express my feelings of Gratitude to
you & my kind & indulgent father, by chance | saw your letter to Everett who is now with me. | was extremely
happy to hear from you, but regret extremely that any sentiments expressed by my kind & affectionate mother
should in any particular be exceptionable, that part alluding to C. Fillebrown | highly approve his conduct | am
well convinced deserves the disapprobation of each individual of our family & | assure you is not acceptable to
my Dear Sister Lucretia. But when you tread on the subject of her union with an other person and discover a
considerable anxiety for its accomplishment, | must by leave to chide you on that subject and flatter myself from
the generous sentiments | know you to possess, you will never urge a union of your daughter with one who is
not of her choice. | have no time to portray the consequences, suffice it to say evils of the most serious nature
have often resulted from this interference of parents in selecting partners for their children.

Give my best respects to my father. | shall endeavor to visit you when Lucretia returns which will probably be in
July. If not at that time | shall so arrange my business to see you in the fall. Untill then except this assurance of
my feelings of gratitude and tender affection for each of you.

Your Son
W.B. Howard

N.B. | shall probably have occasion to use the horse while to Oliver Otis when | arrive there for his base
conduct & conversation respecting me.

PS. Lucretia and all your children send love to you.
W.B.H.

[Envelope]

Peekskill 25 June
[Postage] 18 V2

Captn Seth Howard
Leeds

County of Kennebeck Me



37 7/16/1819 From: Ward B. Howard To: Capt’n Seth Howard

RBH-0e21 k/leeds
e
Source: Bowdoin

16th July 1819
Dear Father & Mother

After | gave up the Ideia of returning with Lucretia | intended writing a long letter to you but have neglected it
untill the eve of her departure & shall now be under the necessity of refering you to her for every information
respecting me. Your repeated favors & kind offices to me, through life merit & shall ever command my
gratitude. In condescending to let Lucretia visit me you have laid me under a double obligation to you, & be
assured it shall never be forgotten. | can truly say | have enjoyed more pleasure in her society for nine months
past than | have before enjoyed during my absence, no trifling obstacle would have prevented my returning with
her. It would be a source of gratification to me to restore to the arms of my beloved parents in person this idol
of my heart. She will teach you to forget the loss of all your absent children. My regrett at the thought of parting
with her is more than | can express. | could in no way reconcile myself to this event but from the consideration
that your claims are paramount to mine. | flatter myself you will excuse my detaining her so long when you
discover her complete restoration to health. Should her health again become impaired let no time be lost in
giving me information for a change of climate is perhaps the only restoration. Dear Mother excuse my
occupying so much of my letter on the subject of my sister & do not consider for a moment my attachment to
her detracts in the least frm the love | bare to you. On the other hand it is to you | am indebted for having such
a sister & for the many virtues she possesses. | have only to add, whatever her prospects may hereafter be, |
earnestly hope in the selection of a partner for life that no mercenary motives may influence her friends or her in
such choice.

I long to see you all once more. | do not wholly despair of making you a visit this fall. Be pleased to accept this
assurance of my fondest affection & gratitude to each of you, & thro you to our family respectively.

Ward B. Howard

Capt’n Seth Howard
Leeds

Me

<> by Lucretia Howard



38 10/3/1819 From: Seth Howard To: Doct Thomas Bridgham

RBH-0e22 Peekskill kﬂegds
. aine
Source: Bowdoin via Winthrop Post Office

Peekskill Oct 3d 1819
Dear Sir

| have the pleasure to inform you of our safe arival at Doct Baileys on Friday Evening but makeing thirteen days
from home. We arived at Bridgwater the Friday after we left you. We remained their till Monday morning, it
raining without intermission Saturday & Sunday. We had extreme good luck whether it was oweing to the very
particular & obliging prayers of Mr Barrel or my own good fortune that naturly attends me when | am journeying |
cannot say whatever cause it may have originated from. It would not in the <least> diminish the excelled
opinion | entertain of his sincerity | should have felt myself under equil obligations let the occult have been what
it might.

Mary stood her journey remarkably well considering all things, the Horse was rather inclined to fail towards the
last but like Hudebrasses warier he is determined not to die yet. The carriage performed remarkably well &
underwent no more dislocations.

We had the happyness of finding all our friends in very good health & seemed pleased to see us. Please
excuse the word seemed - a deep & thorough knowledge of the world has put this & other words of the same
meaning in to my noddle & unless | am very circumspect they will come out where in some instances they are
entirely useless & perhaps ungenerous.

Everet & Ward came to Doct Bailys on Saturday Evening & last Evening | returned with them to this place
leaving Mary at the Doct’s for a few days. Rowland is here, & talks some of going to the state of Maine. | have
no advice from the Southward in consequence of which | shall remain here longer than | did expect. | fear |
shall suffer great losses from the failures both at New Orleans & Charleston. It is useless to attempt to discribe
feellings that are the inmate of every bosom that posssesses a heart of sensibillity particularly one who has
been the child of misfortune. | refer <you> to the partial knowledge you have of my <[torn page]> & disposition
& the principal that regulates my actions. | cannot say my feellings because they appeal to a higher source of
originallity & then fancy to yourself with what care | can stem the wildest torrent of adversity, that independence
of soul which god has condescended to bestow on me can never fail, whither | am possessed of every luxury
that affluence can give or whether | am confined to the dreary walls of a prison, | shall remain steadfastly the
same. There is none can know me but those that can feel like me & to Such only will my sentiments & opinions
appear rational. How frequently have | been amused or rather disgusted with the sarcastick & illiberal
observations of some, of company | have frequented before this, on my sensabillity & want of life & animation.
Believe me | do not envy them their enjoyments but rather pity their infatuations knowing they never enjoy that
refined sense of feelling stored in a mind conversant with itself.

Please excuse my haste. Remember me to Aurelia & all my friends. | shall write to my parents when | have
some leisure.

<Ada> yours affectionately
Seth Howard

[Envelope]
Peekskill
October 4

Doct Th<omas Bridgham [torn page]>
<Leeds>
via Winthrop [Post Office]



39 11/20/1819 From: Seth Howard To: Dear Perents [Capt Seth
Howard]

RBH-0e23 Peekskill [Leeds]

Source: Bowdoin

Peekskill Nov 20 th 1819
Dear Parents

| have the pleasure to inform you that all your relation & friends in this part of the country enjoy very good health
at present, contrary to my expectations when | left you. | think it pretty likely | shall not go to the south this
winter, in consequence of letters recvd from New Orleans no longer ago than last Evening. | have made up my
mind to tarry here for a short time at <?erents>.

Mary enjoys her health tollerably well. | have moved my furniture from New York here & commenced keeping
house. Mrs Howard is often wishing for Lucretia to spend the winter with her. If she was here, | have no doubt
she would if Possible enjoy herself better than she did last. | occupy one of Wards houses which | have fitted
up in very handsome stile. We had quite a party last Evening & company more or less every evening.

Pamelia is now here, came from Newburgh day before yesterday in Company with Miss Johnson. We had the
pleasure of her company one Evening & yesterday afternoon. Ward took her to her Fathers. He has not yet
returned. Pamelia will remain here some time. She left her Parents & friends in good health, & says her Father
is doing very well. Ward is a building his New house. Times are very hard & money scarce.

Everet started from here day before yesterday for the South. He has conducted so imprudently, that | think he
has not so friends in Peekskill except his brothers. From what | can understand Ward has conducted very <> &
liberally towards him, paid him principal & interest for every thing he ever had of him & charged him nothing for
any expence he has been to him since he has been living here. | am sensible he never will be thanked for it.
Rowland | believe is preparing to return to the State of Maine pretty shortly.

| am waiting to receive some letters that have through mistake been forward to Hallowel after which if | do not
go to the South | shall commence the study of the Law. This perhaps may surprise you, but all the business is
now at a stand & nothing doing & being situated as | am with the advantage of an excellent library | have taken
every thing <[hole cut in paper]> & flatter myself it <[hole cut in paper]> do. To be shure it <[hole cut in paper]>
, but have | <[hole cut in paper]> to go through with it? <[hole cut in paper]> more than 27 years <[hole cut in
paper]> & perseverance by the <[hole cut in paper]> can commence the <[hole cut in paper]> you a gain before
long <[hole cut in paper]> our friends & relations we <[hole cut in paper]> to hear from you often <[hole cut in
paper]> write to Mrs Howard <[hole cut in paper]> | remain your

Seth Howard



40  3/7/1820 From: R. B. Howard To: Cousin Patia [Bailey]
RBH-0e24a Leeds

Source: Bowdoin

Leeds March 7th 1820
My Dear Coz,

| being left a lone for a few moment | thought | would set down and write, and to write what was last in my mind,
but not least in my esteem would be to write to and of you. Indeed | have your miniature before me when | go
to sleep and when | wake and were it not Painted it is imprinted with an indellible stain on my heart and ever
prominantly visable in my minds eye.

I may have spoken reproachfull, May have writen “admonitions” to you my Dear coz. Yet | always possessed
that sinsabilility toward you that should cause me to be a partaker in your joys and a companion in your
sorrows. To say | feel for the happiness of Pamelia would be superfluous. Perhaps she does for mine. What
shall | say of myself? That | am almost in a state of enui! Neither business or pleasure, hope or fear, love or
hatred seem to exercise any dominion over me, but now and then a little resolution of late seems to come fully
over me and | am in some hopes | shall shortly look about me and endeavour to find a little fortitude and
ambition and once again make some kind of figure in the wide world.

Some part of the past winter | have spent very gay and lively, have been to many parties, sleigh rides &c, have
conversed, played, sung, <> &c. - and have seen many lasses interesting and more or less entertaining have
not improved much in the art of Politeness or in the skill of wooing have seen but little to interest the heart the
eye or understanding except what the great volume of nature unfold to view on which in a leasure moment |
cast an eye of inspection where we always find something new and pleasing to mankind, but stay says you!
Your letter is all a dirgression! | beg pardon - your kind letter | received dated Peekskill Decem 14 and not
having any thing to interest you will plead my excuse for not answering you sooner and now | have nothing to
write. | begin - Nothing did | say. | have everything to write. | often call to mind how much pleasure we
enjoyed in Peekskill, real solid comfort of which | was then sensible as well as now but more forceably when
deprived of it. Oh that | could now take hold of your right hand | would tell you, — nothing but.

What strange things immagination will put in ones head but come my Dear P- you will take my arm | hope and
we will take a walk down to our log by the Hudson where we will set ourselves down and meditate. Now Mr
Pray informs me in the great room where the noisy <> of Yankees would salute the ear together with the sweet
melodies of the flute violin and clarinet have dwindled to Ward Aunt Fanny and steward and the mewing of one
solitary cat. How unlike the former house of joy and mirth where | have met Pamelia oft with a reciprocated
smile that would seem to bespeak our hearts at ease. Oh what incoherent sentences my imagination is so
prolifick. My heart is so full. They so confuse my head | can not write. The very reasons that should urge me
to say more.

| saw your letter to my Beloved sister (who by the way talks of her Dear cousin Pamelia almost every hour in the
day). It contained a great many little incidents pecululearly gratifying to my feelings and you can not write any
thing that would not be. So “you cant help yourself” when | can steal time | set myself down and read over our
course of letters together which pleasure | have indulged myself in eight or ten times since | arrived in this place
. When | have no fresh supply of thoughts of future happiness | go back and partially live over those hours that |
have found away. | must introduce you to my cousin Ann a young lady who has (notwithstanding my drowsy
writing) such a flow of natural talent that would almost animate a statue. She has wit sense Beauty and a
musical poetical talent nothing but cultivation wanting to put her in the superlative degree. | wish you had her
as a schollar. You would be so pleased with her. If you see my yong friends at Peekskill you will not forget to
say to them for now all the good things. | should were | there myself. | have more than once resolved to burn
this letter and reresolved | have thought how <ironically> you answered mine from Redhook which was written
in the deepest sincerity. | have again though what obliging letter you have sent me how much your last did
please me how corresponding with my friends is the last pleasure | am not yet deprived of.

[R. B. Howard]



41 9/1/1820 From: R. B. Howard To: Doct R. Bailey
RBH-0e24b Harrisburg

Source: Bowdoin

Harrisburg Sept 1820
Dear Sir

| Received yours of August 25th five days from the date. It was the first letter that came to hand with which |
was much gratified and am highly pleased to think that | can have intelligence from you so far in so short a
time. As it respects the $5 bill | sent you it was not of the Allen money in that was only one 5 doll Bill which |
took particular notice of at the time. It was of the <Nowhaten> Bank & Guard. And as it regards Wards Note
you write you thought of sending it to me. Now if he has not money of his own he has of mine in his command
to pay two such notes as that and you know | was in want of money when | left your house. However if you
choose send the note and | will forward the money and interest immediately as | never intended (God know)
that any of my friends should loose any thing or suffer any inconvenience from me. As for Crawford his bargin
is good enough if he had lost the Allen note. My horse to be sure is a very good horse old & heavy and | could
not sell him for fifty Dolls. And it will cost me that to Winter him. | have not heard from Evert yet. | want you to
write me very often. It will not take you but a few minutes and afford me hours of pleasure.

Yours affectionately,
R. B. Howard

Doct R. Bailey



42 9/1/1820 From: R. B. Howard To: Cousin Patia [Bailey]
RBH-0e24c Harrisburg

Source: Bowdoin

Cousin Patia

| was very Agreeably surprised when in opening your Papa Letter | found my Dear cousin Arvilla (seemingly in
unison with you) had been so good as to send me a few lines. | suppose She has left you before this or She
would claim of right this return. She writes affectionate and sensible to coz sarah too. | have many
acknowledgements to make especially for her thoughtfulness in requesting Arvilla to write. | feel too sensibly
the loss | sustained in leaving my such good cousins and as for my “returning in a few years as happy as
fortune can make me” is altogether Problematical. All at present is that | am comfortably situated and am as yet
in good health while they are conveying many to the silent tomb about me. Itis now very sickly and one half of
the inhabitants at least are sick with the fever or the fever and Ague but | never was so well in my life . | was
quite unhappy when | was last with you because | was poor and without business. Now when in business to
spend my leasure hours with you would be the delight of my life, but it seems, | must still remain a pupil of
adversity for every thing is adverse that carries me from my friends. Altho deprived of your society there is
nothing shall deprive me of your good will or at least | am resolved to deserve it. Make it your study my Dear
Coz to be a kind & dutiful daughter an obliging and affectionate sister and ere long you may be a worthy and
happy companion. At any rate if you will be a good Girl you shall have a beau when you wantt one. Now if |
should not live to see you again.

This will remain as an other prof of love from your cousin R.

Cousin Joseph, altho last not least in my remembrance since you lived with me you have ever seemed to me
like an other brother | feel much intrest in your welfare and as | think much in your future life will depend on your
Education | would press the propriety on your mind of improving it as much as posible while you are yet under
twenty. That being the best time for improvement. | know you have a good heart and Generous feelings and a
mind susceptable and capable of improvement. Therefore as you grow older there will be much expected from
you and | trust all expectations will be agreeably answered. It requires much to make the man and that
knowledge which is most beneficial in life is to know yourself. Had | been successful in life | would never have
willingly parted with you. But as it is you must rest assured of the love & esteem of your cousin R.

P.S. | shall write to Benjm. When | hear from Everet and know whether | leave this City this fall
or not. My love to him and all the family. Remember me to Ward Seth &c. | shall write to Ward.

Dear Brother

| shall inclose this in a letter to the Doctor.



43 10/18/1820 From: Larry Dusenberry To: Mr Rowland B Howard

RBH-0e25 New Orleans Harrisburg Pennsylvania
_ . Forwarded to
Source: Bowdoin Lexington Virgina

New Orleans Oct 18th 1820
Mr Rowland B Howard
Dear Sir,

| have this day received your Letter of 16th ult. and was not a little surprised to find it dated at a Town so remote
from the place where | at first had the pleasure to become acquainted with you. | very much regret that your
mercantile pursuits in my own dear native state, were not crowned with success, and wish that | could give you
encouragement for coming to this place in order to retrieve your former losses.

This City is a great place for trade | assure you, but there are so many Americans stepping in for a share in it,
that | scarcely dare invite you to take up your residence here.

But this much will | venture to say that if you was here at this time | could get you a pretty good situation with a
Grocer, who wishes to engage a young man immediately. There are many situations vacant at present owing
to so many young men having died with the Fever the past Summer, but as the Merchants are now returning
<[torn page]> proceed with their business immediately,

[torn bottom of page]

you would also be informed that they were erecting a tomb for him or getting a coffin made. | have taken great
care of myself, and have been remarkably preserved through the sickly season, and another year | shall not
feel much apprehension as to my fate, considering myself as having become somewhat inured to the Climate.

Now Sir, after all that | have said relative to the uncertainty of your getting in business here, six weeks or two
months hence you should think proper to come here for that purpose. | and my friends will try what we can do
for you. | mention six weeks or two months hence because | suppose you could not reach here until some time
in the month of Decr.

With much respect,
| remain truly yours
Larry Dusenberry

[Envelope]

Forward

Mr Rowland B. Howard

Harrisburg [was crossed out] Lexington
Pennsylvania [was crossed out] Virginia
[Postmark] New Orleans Oct 22
[Postmark] Harrisburg PA Nov 29



44 12/20/1820 From: Pamela [Phillips] To: Mr Rowland B Howard

RBH-0e26 Peekskill Lexington
: Virginia
Source: Bowdoin

Peekskill Dec 20, 1820
My Dear R

You have no doubt ere this received a letter from cousin Ward containing the afflicting intelligence of your
brother Everett’s last illness and death. | would my dear cousin if it were in my power endeavour to console you
under this dispensation of Providence. When | consider your lonely situation, as | should term it, | think the
death of your brother E must be doubly afflicting to you and conclude that, though | can do but little towards
mitigating your sorrows, my letter will not be unwelcome, and | really wish | had something to send you that
would serve as a cordial to your spirits, but alas! all | have to offer is a sympathizing heart. Undoubtedly you
very well remember my inability to express my ideas as | could wish. | am sorry to say | have not improved in
the least since you left here and | fear | must always leave my friends to imagine my sentiments.

When | wrote to you last | had no idea of spending the winter here but have been persuaded so much by a few
that | have at length yielded to their entreaties and have taken my winter quarters at Mr Birdsall. The present
state of society in P.K. has been no inducement | can assure you. You will naturally conclude so when | inform
you that in point of talents it has made a retrograde movement for months past. Tis true we have some few
persons of the first rate natural and acquired abilities, but you know the same few seldom associate with the
young people of this place, consequently we derive no benefit from their superior knowledge, which with me is a
matter of deep regret. However | spend my leisure moments very pleasantly in reading and have recently read
some of Doct Johnsons writings, and must say if | could write with as much ease as his writings appear to have
been written, | should desire no more in that particular. | have not read any new productions of late except Mr
Irving’s Sketch-Book and of course | must be delighted with his sketches, for that is the fashion and if it were not
| should for once in my life be extremely ungenteel and admire his writing.

Thursday Dec. 21st. Yester even Mr Birdsall and lady with myself and their young son Daniel took tea at Mr
Mcdad Raymonds, had a very pleasant visit, was introduced to a brother of Mr R, who arrived in this place a
few weeks since and remains here in the character of a Pedagogue, whether he will be an acquisition to our
society or not | am unable to say. | understand however that he excels in singing. By the by what think you
Cousin R I, who in former times, sang so much for you have almost abandoned the practice. Sometimes two or
three weeks pass and | do not sing one song. | have added but few new ones to my list of songs, this season.

A thought has occurred that you may not thank me for my egotism | will therefore try to give you something
about your old associates. Mr Pray is in our town but never troubles any person - | mean he seldom goes out.
From every appearance his office is the only attraction for him in this place. | do not see him often, but since his
return from Maine | think him unusually agreeable and ascribe his good humour to his extreme good fortune in
obtaining the “Joy of life”.

| know but little concerning Dr Strang’s family. The counsellor is quite as attentive to his business as ever and
nothing more. | have not visited Miss C.A. since last August and have not had the pleasure of meeting her at
any party but once since that time. | hear she had been to town this fall and has returned with the fashions a la
mode New York. Judge Constants niece and daughters are almost my only associates in this place. |
frequently spend a pleasant hour with them. Well here we have Uncle Seth and lady & Mr Gilbert and lady. |
know but little concerning them, and care as much.

| go to Judge Johnston’s very often and am happy to inform you that Lucia enjoys very good health which is
something new for her. | presented your remembrances and love for which | received something equal to them
for you. You must pardon me but really | have forgotten what she said, however rest assured it was no small
compliment.

My sisters are studying the French language this winter, and | have taken several lessons but do not profess to
be as proficient in that accomplishment. However by what | have learned lately with the little | knew before | am
enabled to read French with a little satisfaction, and as my sisters have the advantage of a Teacher, | hope to
profit by their knowledge when | go home.



| have spent a fortnight very pleasantly at Newburgh this fall, left all friends enjoying good health about ten days
since. When | arrived at P.K. | had the pleasure of perusing a letter from you to your brother W and am happy
to learn that you have once more found society that accords with your taste. Your brother Valentine sent cousin
Ward a detail of cousin Lucretia’s marriage, which took place on the eleventh of November [Lucretia Howard
married Jabez Leadbetter]. You of course have heard the particulars from Maine. As for Mrs Leadbeter she
has quite neglected me the past summer and | intend to pay her in her own wise.

Uncle Bailey’s family are in good health. Cousin Benjamin is engaged in the study of Physic with Doct Wait of
this place.

Cousin’s Seth and Mary are very well. Little Laura walks and is a very interesting little girl.
| can think of nothing more to tell you that would be in the least entertaining.

With my best wishes for your health and happiness | am your affectionate cousin.

Pamela [Phillips]

[Envelope]

Peekskill

December 22
[Postage] 22

Mr Rowland B Howard
Lexington

Virginia



45 1/30/1821 From: Pamela [Phillips] To: Mr Rowland B Howard

RBH-0e27 Peekskill Lexington
: Virginia
Source: Bowdoin

Peekskill Jan 30 1821

Would you not my dear cousin like to know what the Yorkers are about this winter? | have no mind to wait for
an answer to my question, but feeling in a very communicative disposition shall proceed to tell you all the news
and nonsense that enters my head while | am writing.

You no doubt have received my letter dated some time in December, long ago. Why you have not answered it |
cannot imagine, and | suppose some young ladies, more precise than your cousin Pamela would wait a long,
long time before they would write a second letter without an answer to the first. However taking all things into
consideration | shall now, and ever, write “while I'm in the humour”.

The greatest piece of news and the prevailing topic in our town is the marriage of your brother Ward to our
friend Miss Lucia Johnston. It is wholly unnecessary for me to enumerate her good qualities to one who knows
and esteems her as highly as does my good cousin Rowland. Perhaps you wish to know a little about the
Wedding and as | had the honour of standing bride-maid, | suppose | can give as just an account of the
proceedings as you could wish. The marriage took place on Thursday evening the twenty-fifth Inst in presence
of the family of the Hon. Robert Johnston, and myself the only invited guest - both bride and groom looked
extremely well, but as my correspondent happens to be a gentleman | will not undertake to describe the
dresses. We spent the evening very pleasantly and the next day W B Howard Esq and lady, R. H Johnston
Esq. and myself had a very pleasant sleighride, but the weather was “Bless my heart how cold”. We returned to
Carmel and the day passed off in good style.

Mrs Mitchell and | exerted ourselves to make all things lively. Saturday morning Cousin Ward and Mr Johnston
came to P.K. called for entertainment at Cotters Hotel, sent for all the gentlemen of the town | believe, after
having received the congratulations of friends the gentlemen returned to Judge Johnstons to dinner and
Sunday evening cousin Ward brought me home.

We have delightful sleighing and have had for a long time; | have seen but few Post-coaches this winter. From
New York to Albany the sleighing is fine and the stages have no use for wheels. A party of ladies and
gentlemen from P.K. have been to Fish Kill to dinner this winter and propositions have been made for another
party to go to Somerstown. To the latter | have had an invitation but declined going. When the party went to
Fish Kill | was absent. Cousins Ward, Lucia and myself were on a jaunt to Poughkeepsie, Newburgh, Kent and
Carmel. If | had been here | should not have been invited | conclude, for with many of the “concern” | am
unacquainted. The beautiful Miss Mary Brown was one of the company, the last arrived Mr Raymond was her
beau on the occasion. | have attended but one large party in the village this winter and that was at Dr Strangs
on Christmas night. Catherine entertains her friends very much in the style of days that are past and has about
as many admirers. As you know quite as much as | do of such matters | will pass over the subject and write
about some other good friends. | visit Judge Constants family more frequently than any other in this place. The
young ladies enjoy good health, and are as lively and engaging as ever. Miss Emma is by some persons called
very pretty. The other girls are as handsome as any others in our town you know.

Besides the wedding | have mentioned, there is Mr George Sellack, who has taken Miss Fanny Thorn to wife.
Then as several pieces of news, | would inform you that Mrs Seth Wait, Mrs Gilbert, Mrs William Lowell, Mrs P.
Raymond & & & have each recently become mothers of fine sons and Mrs Nelson has another young

daughter. Now you cannot say that | write no news, when | have been so particular to relate all the births &
marriages | could think of & | hope you will be sufficiently thankful, but | beg you will not go far out of your way to
express your gratitude for my kindness.

But do tell have you become so enamoured of the Virginians that you cannot spend a half hour in writing to me?
or is my dear cousin brooding over his sorrows for the loss of his brother and lamenting his own lonely

situation - in such a case you may think my nonsense untimely - but be assured | respect your sorrows and
would divert them if it were in my power, however as | have written thus far and but mentioned your loss you
might conclude that | had almost forgotten your affliction but | can assure you | often think of you and consider
your sorrows must be doubly grievous because you are so far removed from your friends. If | have committed



an error by writing this, | know your goodness will forgive it.

Wednesday Jan 31.
Cousin Ward goes to Albany today - at least, he will start for that city with the stage.

Last evening J.H. Strang with Miss C. Hyatt Dr Hoit with Miss L. Constant & J Strang with his cousin Caty Ann
took tea at the widow Hyatts in Yorktown. This evening the gentlemen of P.K. and Mount Pleasant unite to give
a ball at Mr Lacocks, you know where that is better than | do. Who is going from our town | know not. | have
had no invitation and | am very sure | want none. Mr Pray tells me he has been solicited to join them, but |
conclude he will not attend. Cousin Lucia desired me to give her love to you and | would send you a piece of
cake if you were not so many hundred miles from us.

Do you think you can find time to write me a letter this year. | promise you | will steal time to read it if it is
necessary. Possibly you would be glad to hear something about the Politics of our country. In such a case |
must refer you to some of the gentlemen. This much | know there are several candidates for Sherriffs office in
this country. You must wait patiently till the Contest is over and then | will try to tell you all | know.

Adieu dear cousin. Believe me very affectionately and sincerely your friend.
Pamela [Phillips]

Wednesday afternoon. Would you not like to be in our <midst> cousin R. This morning arrived your father and
now all are engaged talking about Leeds, Boston, Newburg, Kent, Peekskill and friends of all sorts and sizes.
Our friends in Maine are in good health, but no one saw fit to address one line to any connexions here. Oh
what yankees they are.

[Envelope]

Peekskill

January 31

[Paid] 25

Mr Rowland B Howard
Lexington

Virginia



46  1/5/1822 From: VR Howard To: Capt Seth Howard

RBH-0e28 Fincastle Bottetourt Co Wayne

. Va Kennebec Co Maine
Source: Bowdoin

Fincastle Bottetourt Co Va
Dear Parents

| received Brother Rowlands letter the 15 of Octtober with no little satisfaction but haveing just directed a
number of letters to the neibourhood of home, | did not answer it. | thought | directed my letters to Friends, But
alass | have been wonderfully disapointed six monts since | left Leeds & not but one letter have | received from
<Nurseryland>. There is Jason has he forgoten me? who would have thought it, Jeremiah Lothrop & others
whom | have written to, but so it is. | will wait no longer for their answers, for | know my Parents are anxious to
hear from their unworthy Son. | have been in perfect health ever since | left home. | have to inform you that |
was some what unfortuneate in geting in to buisness in Lexington & also was disapointed at other places. But
now thank heaven! | am in business which is more agreeable, instructive, & <Popelar> although my salary is
not very grate yet It is preparing me for active business.

When | came to Lexington | was flattered by the people that | should get a profitable school there in the fall & if |
would wait | had then an offer of 400 Doll per year in Pendleton but did not except thinking to do as well or
better in Lexington. But there was a young gentleman whose Parents resided in Town, were People of a good
deal of influence being very respectable though rather poor. Of course the people in town wished to do all for
the young man they could. Therefore | did not succeed after waiting three monts.

There was a Gentleman in this place who was in great want of a young man & | being recommented to him by a
Gentleman in Lexington he sent for me. | came on immediately in the stage (it being 40 miles) & engaged with
him for one year. My buisness is mostly writing and riding. The man whom | live with is George Backus formely
from Connecticut. He being Post Master has made me <his> Dept which buisness takes the most of my time.
We have mails that arives & departs from this place once or twice every day. Mr Backus has one of the stage
routs on the United States Line & an other on the Western Line. He is said to keep one of the best public
houses in Virginia. He gas a good deal of buisness in the country which | have to attend to. | don’t know but |
shall have to go to Carolina next week to attend to a Law suit <depending> there. He has a Son that assists
him in the office when | am absent. | hope you will not be uneasy about me as it is my determination to be
faithful in whatever buisness | undertake. Perhaps you thot that a Public House is not suitable for <a young>
man like me. But you <> | never shall forget the counsel of my Parents.

| am much better pleased with the society here than in Lexington. The People are very friendly & familiar. This
Town is about the same size of Lexington but the buisness done here far exceeds especially in the spring
seasons being situated nere the sweet, hot, warm, white sulpher, read sulpher, & salt sulpher Springs, all of
which are resorted to by great numbers in the sumer seasons. There is not one quantum of the People that
attend the Springs for their health, but merely for amusement. | by chance came accrost a young Gentleman in
Lexington from Georgia. He informed me that he rode in the Carriage with Everet about one hundred miles &
previous to that he went on to Alabama & hapened to fall into Colyers company & traveled with him some
distance & in the time he left <Pioniso> with the <same> man that Colyer states he did for Everet which proves
that Colyer told the truth.

Tel Rowland to write me when he receives this all the news. | know not whether there is a Post Office in Leeds
yet. | shall there fore direct my letter to Wayne. Please give my love to Rowland Franklin & my Dear sisters
with with their husbands & Stillman & wife Uncle Barney family & all all, all. Rest ashured that my love for
Parents has incresed rather than abaited so farewell for the present.

VR Howard [Valentine Rathburn Howard]
Dep PM has not the liberty to Frank letters. Therefore | shall mail this. Yours &c
[Envelope]

Fincastle, Va
5 Jan 1822



Paid 25

Capt Seth Howard
Wayne

Kennebec Co Maine



47 1/8/1822 From: Thomas W. To: Rowland B. Howard
Bridgham

RBH-0e29a Portland

Source: Bowdoin

Portland January 8th 1822
Sir,

It is my pleasure to inform you of the proceedings of the Legislature, thus far, in order to which | enclose you the
Argus, in which is contained the Governor's message and the principle business which has occurred in both
branches of the Legislature. It cannot be expected that much business could be transacted within this period;
but having got organized and the Joint and Standing Committees chosen, the probibility is, that the session will
be brought to a speedy and hapy termination.

As it respects myself | enjoy my health remarkably well and should feel to enjoy myself very well if | could know
my little Family and friends at home were in health. This is, realy a Theatre which exhibits, to the mind, a great
source of information; not only in the science of Politics, but in the various <Takeromines> of human nature.
Being in the room where there is a number <wabersing> upon various topics. | have not an opportunity to say
much, but will observe to you that | together, with a great number of the other Representatives have a billet from
the Governor to assemble to his house to-morrow evening to take tea &c. you will also observe upon viewing
the standing Commiittes, that | am on the Committe of bills of the third reading.

Please to address this to Aurelia, Pa, Stillman and to whom so ever of our other friends that you think proper,
and | must implore your kind protection of my little Family during my absence.

From yours affectionately,
Thomas W. Bridgham

To Rowland B. Howard

N.B. Please to write to me the first oportunity, being anxious to hear what news from home.



48 2/11/1822 From: [Ensign] Otis To: Rowland B. Howard
RBH-0e29b Topsham

Source: Bowdoin

Topsham Feby 11 1822
Dear Friend,

According to my engagement | called and enquired concerning the school as soon as | arrived in town, but the
agent had not returned from Portland and the district had done nothing. | have just waited on Esq Buvington,
who arrived here Saturday. He says he wishes you to keep the shool, and will give seventeen dollars per
month, for six months, he thinks. But while at Portland he talked with a Mr Griffin, and give him some
encouragement before he heard you wished to keep it, and says he must hear from him before he can give you
a certain answer. The probability, however, is you will have the school as | find a number very earnest for it. If
you receive no word to the contrary they wish you ot begin in two weeks from to-day at which time | shall expect
to see you.

My sister write me very melancholly news and | am now quite sad in heart and dejected in spirits. The loss of
our friend, Mr Lane, will be severly felt by his relatives and acquaintances. By what | hear to, my Grandmother
is probably no more. | however have been for the most part cheerful since | arrived. | recollect with pleasure
our fine slay-rides, and think our variety of amusements peferable to the dull monotony of study. Robinson
frequently talks about his tour, and the delightful acquaintances he formed, and none hear him but wish they
had had the good fortunes to visit Leeds. The term has begun under favorable auspices, students have mostly
returned and began their studies with vigour. | am now writing at Mame Tucker’s tavern and it is so dark | can
hardly see what letters | make and see no prospect of getting more light, so you must excuse my breaking off
abrutly,

Your Sincere friend,
Otis

P.S. If you see Cinthia remember me to her, and tell her | have not gone eastward yet, but hope to soon. Give
my respects to Ann to the Dr & Mrs Bridgham. Tell the Dr | should be hapy to receive a line from him.



49 7/19/1822 From: Pamela [Phillips] To: Mr Rowland B Howard

RBH-0e30 Newburgh Leeds

. Maine
Source: Bowdoin

Newburgh July 19th 1822
My Dear Cousin

On my return from the City where | have spent three or four weeks this summer, | was greeted with a letter from
you, which circumstance was so very unexpected that | could hardly realize it. A thought occurred that it might
be one of ancient date that had strayed from my cabinet, but on closer inspection | found that you had once
more found a pen and a disposition for addressing me. Enough said on that subject.

I have so much to tell you, and have forgotten so much that | would be glad to tell you that you must not be
surprised to find this scrawl almost incomprehensible. As Peekskill was the theatre where we have played our
parts so often | will endeavour to give you a little insight to their scenes. And as your brother’s dwelling stands
nearly at the head of the town | will first tell you of his family. Undoubtedly you have heard of Lucia’s extreme
illness and loss of her son in Feb last but as you are all so very backward in writing | conclude you do not know
that she is now in very ill health. While | was in town she and cousin Ward came down, and | accompanied
them to Bath and Rockaway on Long Island. Cousin Lucia appeared to receive no benefit from her jaunt, but if |
had continued bathing in the Atlantic a few weeks | think | should have felt much better than | do now, not that |
am sick in the least, but | am afflicted with most dreadful fits of laziness. You would be astonished to see the
alteration in your cousin Pam, and you will hardly credit what | am about to tell you, but “it is a fact”,
notwithstanding Lucia has been ill so much and is now so weak that she cannot walk three times the length of
the house without great exertion. She is much larger every way and has more flesh upon her than ever | had,
and “vice versa” with me. | am just about nothing. | am so very thin - something like a shadow of the cousin
you once knew.

Doct Hoyt and Susan Constant have been married about two months and it is asserted that James Nelson and
Cammilla Hyatt, think of matrimony, as does also Mr Van de Water, a book binder, with Miss Kate Ann. | hope
you feel no jealous symptoms arising from the last mentioned circumstance. If you do | beg of you to pacify
yourself as soon as possible for it would be a sad thing for you to visit Hoboken with the gentleman when you
are on the way south. Mais entre nous, | do not think Kate will be married very soon, and this Mr Van, has been
acquainted with her nearly a year so | think her union with him is very doubtful.

Mr James <Driven> died while | was in New York, His remains were carried to P.K. to be interred. Itis said that
he left property to the amount of thirty thousand dollars which is a nice little sum if rightly managed. His sons
are much the same as when you knew them.

On Monday next there is to be a great parade at Goshen. The bones of heros who were slain at the battle of
Minisink and which have lain bleaching on the field forty three years, have lately been collected and are to be
buried on that day. Every body is going to witness the ceremony, all societies, civil and military are invited to
assist on the occasion. A battalion of Cadets is going up and - but | cannot tell you one hundredth part of the
regulations and orders on this sheet of paper.

Cousin Patia has been with us nearly two months. She was quite out of health when she came, nor is she now
perfectly well. Our family remains in such health as it always did. | sometimes think Papa is better and then
again it seems almost impossible for him to exist many hours. Thus are we driven about with hopes and fears.
Cousin Benjamin practises with Doct Gidney and boards with us. | think he bids fair to make a very useful
member of society. Joseph is yet in Red Hook. The bar has so many attractions that he had when | last saw
him determined to be a lawyer. He is preparing to enter Mr Nelson’s office this fall.

The family including cousins join me in love to you and all friends. Be kind enough to tell Lucretia that my
memory is very good and she is in debt to me for two or three letters. Moreover that | am resolved not to
intrude on her domestic affairs so long as she cannot spare a few moments to write to me. May every blessing
attend her and every one connected with her (you see | bring myself in) is the fervent wish of your sincere friend
and very



affectionate cousin
Pamela

[Envelope]

Newburgh

July 18

[Postage] 25

Mr Rowland B Howard
Leeds

Maine

July 29th forwarded Greene



50 1/26/1823 From: VRH [Valentine To: Mrs Lucretia P.
Rathburn Howard] Leadbetter

RBH-0e31 Christiansburg Va Wayne

, State of Maine
Source: Bowdoin

Christiansburg Va Jan 26 1823
Dearly Beloved Sir

Who could resist such a command as the following? Sit yourself down & anser this immediately, says that
Sister of whom | am proud. It is Lucretia, Yes Lucretia has condescended to bless me with a long
communication. Nearly six months had passed with not a word from home.

Whenever | would think of my relations, this consolation burst on my mind that their anxiety was not so great as
mine. For | had always had an idea that | was beloved the least of any branch of the family. But since the
reception of your letter | am almost compelled to believe | was mistaken.

| gave up the idea of your answering my letter at all. But to my undiservabe satisfaction | was blessed at last.
But Oh it informed of the death of our Beloved Sister! Though not so bad as | expected, yet it is enough. Little
did | think when | saw accounts of the raging mortality of that country that either our Brother or Sister would
survive the Demon.

Alas death will com & | am resined to any of Gods desires. Oft times with pleasure | anticipate the day | shall
meet my relatives in that country. But heaven knows when that day will come. Perhaps not for years But live!
live! untill | come. Yes | must see my Parents once more. | love them indeed | love! not only as a duty but with
voluntary affections. But a person of my age & situation requires fortitude which | never <> to banish childish
dependencies which has got the better of some of our Leeds Boys. There is cousin Jason J Gould & others
can go to Boston City or some big town & return to Mama with a satisfied mind. They get no business & are
afraid of starveing & back they come. They will some day find that the knowledge of human nature is not so
easily acquired. Jason might have done well in this country but | never shall invite him again.

| have told you that | was always possessed of fortitude & my next qualification you have often accused me of
not possessing. But you were rong. Industry. Yes Industry. Thou art my constant companion | never was fond
of labouring with my Body but with my mind was & ever will be my blissful employment.

Hardely one Morning this winter has presented the reflections of her luminarry without finding Rathburn seated
in his study with half of his candle consumed. In the middle of the day when my fellow students are at the hotel
hearing the news & taking a glass of toddy. | am in a retired room room listening to the recitations of five or six
dutiful little children.

Is Rowland my brother? Yes: has he answered my letters? No: what is the reason? Why he is in love: with
whom? For God'’s sake say no more! (Thunder struck, Shine enough) I—, once fell in love! But it was with an
Angel. And when | saw wife in your letter with so many exclamations around it an agreeable question struck my
mind. Thinking that M—with three letters would follow, but alas, what a contrast! Who knows but fortune will
preserve her for Rathburn on some future day. Could | think so! | dare not: Then | shall ever remain in one
respect as | now am.

If you can understand me, well. If not | am the only one that knows the secret. At awful distance | must
entertain my grief. But still in pain but dare not ask relief. And too too fain to let my

I'll languish in secret & with dumb surprise. But no more: | said | was possessed of fortitude & | may betray my
self. May Be says Rathburn: | shall before many years be situated on the banks of that beautiful Missouri that
tumbles through the Western World.

| am determined if possible to attend the medical lectures at Brunswick if not Philadelphia or New York. | have
read of medical authors. Murry & Materia Med <[torn page]> two large volumes, two authors on <anatomy> &
Daveys Chemistry. | have <> Minutely. <> name is Doct. Alexander <> a fine man & possesed of <>.

Tell our Parents to be as easy as possible about me for if | can get through with my studies as | had ought | am



safe. | may have to get the loan of a small sum of money to attend the lectures. But | expect it not from any of
my relation but some more able patron. | may get throug without. God only knows what has become of that ten
Dollar United Sates Bill | sent you. | sent a Negro boy to the office with the letter & he says he put it in the letter
box on the out side of the house unmolested. | have informed his master of it who has threatened to whip him
to death if he oes not tell the truth. He still continues to deny that he took the money from the letter & | can
hardely think myself that he is guilty. | wish you would inform me if the letter was marked double postage. If it
was he is certainly innocent. | have not the money by me now or | would send it in this letter but you should be
paid with four fold interest.

Remember me to Mr Leadbter & kiss that little boy of yours for me. Tell Papa & Mama | think of them as much
as it is possible for them to think of Rathburn. Give my love to all. Doct, Aurelia children our brothers Franklin &
Rowland particularly Stillman & family Esq L’s family throughout & kiss one <branch> at it for me & much oblige
your affectionate & dutiful Brother

VBH

P.S. | find a friend in Mr Crowden F Roweson family of Paris Me. Who is Practicing Law in this Country.

| am in tolerable health this winter except now & then a bad cold the weather being so changeable. It is
impossible to preventit. | was blesed last night & took a <First page sideways writing too faint.>

[Envelope]

Montgomery Co

1st Feb

[Postage] 25

Mrs Lucretia P. Leadbetter
Wayne

State of Maine



51 8/27/1823 From: Seth Howard To: J. R. R. Pray Esq

RBH-0e32 New Orleans Livermore
. County of Oxford
Source: Bowdoin State of Maine

New Orleans August 27th, 1823
Dear Sir

| have the pleasure to inform you | still enjoy as good health as when you left. | have got moved in to my new
house, where | am very pleasantly situated, my room being high from the ground. | enjoy the luxury of so much
to be wished for in this country, a free circulation of fresh air. Since you left here, we have had some pretty
warm days. The thermometer | think however has not ranged higher than ninety four, but for the most part the
weather has been remarkably fine.

The yellow fever has once more made its appearance. The first report from the board of health three days
since, & before two months are at an end, the probability is that thousands will traverse that old & beaten track
to the Swamp. The May’rs Carriages | see begin to be in motion & no doubt before the Season is expired
hundreds will take their last airing in this cellibrated <neighade>. Our communication with Natchez is
compleatly stoped, by a quaringtine being established four leagues past the coast, where a health officer is
stationed, & every person who shall pass there without first reporting himself is subject to a fine of one thousand
Dollars besides imprisonment. From all reports the Town of Natchez does not contain one quarter of its usual
population. Nearly all that are not sick & dead have fled to the Country. This is really unpleasant news, that ill
fated city suffered beyond account in the year 1817. | don’t know what contagionists will say now, the fever
undoubtedly has originated there.

| remain as when you left over head & ears in business. There is hardly a day since that you could crawl
through my furnace without singing your hair. My men seem to stand it remarkably well. Some of them now &
then sick a little, but oweing more | presume to imprudence than any other cause.

Holms is well & happy as ever, but poor Whitman is completely done over. About three weeks ago he & our
black boy Joe, was carrying off a ladle of iron & from some cause or other they let it fall & Whitman got both his
feet burned. They are however geting better & by the assistance of a couple of wooden legs he can manage to
go about the house, but | don’t think he will ever dare to venture into the Foundry again. | was standing near
the ladle & escaped with a very slight burn, but had it taken another direction it might have injured me in a very
tender point. | should judge at least 2 Ibs hot iron went into my bosom & past out at the bottom of my
panteloons. You know how | am drest while at work, my shirt collar open & panteloons what there is left of
them very loose.

| seem ever so poor in pocket in my life my clothes are all worn out & | have not time nor money to buy new
ones. But | have 1400 barrels of good coal & a pretty good stock of iron besides a great many other little nick-
nacks that no small sum could purchase. This is a fine demonstration that industry & perseverance will
accomplish successes.

| believe you never knew the capital we commenced on. | have smiled often to myself when | have reflected on
it? Whitman’s sofcapolate stock were this negro, that lost him seven hundred dollars, from the sale of him at
auction he expected to realize four or five hundred. This was to go for his share. Holm had a lawsuit from
which he expected to recover four hundred dollars. This was to go for his share. Poor Till Garlick, you know his
capital. This was a great prospect, poor Garlick, no money & no friends, but there was something better than all
this - a thorough conviction in my own mind that the thing would succeed, & a determined resolution to carry it
into opperation at all hazard.

I don’t know but my ambition carried me a little too far, as it was the cause no doubt of my late sickness, but
thank God | was never in better health than at present. Finally the amount of Capital actuly invested was simply
this. It took fifty dollars out of the common stock to pay the Doct bill & buy the negro, & Holms Law suit was put
off & the day of judgment how long that will be you Lawyers best know. However it matters not now the works
we have erected if a fair valuation was taken of them, would amount to at least eight thousand Dollars & we
have enough on Books that is good to pay our debt. This is not to cause taking every thing into consideration,



but what is all this to me, sometimes | think myself the bigest fool in the world to make a slave of myself in this
way.

My prospects as it respects my engagement in life are compleatly <aborted>. Poor little Laura remains in good
health &c but | think much thiner than when you left. | am very anxious about her health. If she should not live |
believe | should finish off myself.

| saw the General the other day. He says he wont get many to go over the lake, poor fellow. By the time you
read this you will have past the fatigues of your journey & | hope reaping the rich reward you so justly merit from
a long & protracted absence from all that is dear to you in life. Oh! That happy meeting you cannot find
language to tell it and neither can I, but | know it all. One bosom friend is worth the world besides.

You must not fail to bring Mrs Pray along with you, & then | shall hold you to your promise. | think if she knew
the half you suffer in her absence she would not hesitate a moment.

You see | have no more paper or | could write a month. Do not forget to say all to my Parents & friends that |
could say to think if | was present. Give my best Love to Mrs Pray & children.

Yours forever
S[eth] Howard

[Envelope]
[Postage] 20

P.R. R. Pray Esq
Livermore

County of Oxford
State of Maine
[Postmark] Sep 20



52 8/29/1824 From: Ward B Howard To: Capt’n Seth Howard

RBH-0e34 New York Leeds

, County of Kennebeck ME
Source: Bowdoin

New York 29th August 1824
Dear Parrents,

| beg that you will pardon me for not having written oftener to you. It has not been owing to want of respect or
affection or a proper sense of the many obligations | am under to the best of parrents for the numerous favours
they have bestowed on me, that | have thus neglected them. | am myself a parent and absent from my child &
consequently have some little experience of the various anxieties that you must naturally have felt for years
past.

It falls to my lot however at this time to afford you some consolation with respect to one of your children who
has been sometime absent. My Brother V. Rathbon met me a few days since on board the Steam Boat on his
way to visit me in Peekskill. He had landed but a few hours before in a packet from Richmond Va and not
stoping to inquire in the City for me took passage immediately on board the Steam boat. It so hapened that |
was going up in the same boat after Mrs H. who was then on a visit in the Country. He recognized me the
moment he saw me. | had not the least recollection of him after making himself known. It was not long
however before | could trace a family resemblance in him. | assure you | was extremely hapy to see him and
highly pleased with his appearance & deportment. He accompanied me to Peekskill & back and spent a few
days with me in this city. He expressed a wish to attend a Course of Medical Lectures at Castleton Vt for which
place he started yesterday in the Steam boat as far as Albany. He will remain there 16 weeks & will probably
be able to obtain a practicing License at the expiration of the term from some Medical society in this state. Let
me assure you that he is every thing that his Parents Brothers or Sisters could wish & | think deserves great
credit for his perseverance & industry in prosecuting his studies. He will undoubtedly write to you from
Castleton.

Mrs Howard has not yet recovered her Health, and my own has been miserable during the present summer. |
attribute it to residing in the City during the Hot weather. | have however traveled considerable, have been
myself to Saratoga & Ballstown Springs. Mrs H. did not accompany me as her Physician did not approve of the
waters & a northern climate as a remedy for her complaints. We are not at house keeping owing to her ill
health. We [are] boarding at 8 Dollars per week & furnish [hole in paper] room. | have let out my house & lands
[hole in paper] for the present. | want much to see you all and seriously intended making you a visit this
summer, but my business would not permit. Our little daughter is at the Red Mills & has not been with us during
the summer & infant has never been under the care of her mother since she was first born. She is now 16
months old & a very fine healthy child. | can add no more at present.

Mrs H with myself wishes to be remembered to every branch of our family respectively & joins with me in much
love to our dear & beloved Parents

Ward B Howard

[Envelope]

Capt’n Seth Howard

Leeds

County of Kennebeck ME
[Postmark] NEW YORK AUG 31



53 9/4/1824 From: V.R. Howard To: Mr Rowland B Howard

RBH-0e35 Castleton Vt. Leeds,

. Maine
Source: Bowdoin

Castleton Vt. Sept 4th 1824
Dear Brother

You will be surprised to hear from me at this place where | arrived a few days since for the purpose of attending
a course of Lectures. | left Christiansburg Va about six weeks since. | traveled on horsback to Richmond
where | remained a week. My hors then got lame & | exchanged him for a three years old colt unbroken which |
sent by a friend of mine back to Montgomery who will brake him & take care of him - without expense till | return
or give order for him to be sold.

| then took water to Newyork where | arrived on the twentieth of August, went immediately across the town &
took the Steamboat for Peekskill not knowing that Ward lived in the City, but accidently Ward came on board
going to Peekskill for his wife who was there on a visit. | recognized him as soon as | saw him & immediately
made myself known. The meeting was a happy one indeed. | went with him to the Red Mills, from there to
Uncle Bailey’s where | found that Joseph had left for this place the same day. | returned with Ward to the City
where | remained till last Saturday. Then took Steam boat to Newburg where | remained till Sunday evening. |
then saw a letter from you to Pamelia where | first learnt the death of our dear cousin & your most affectionate &
boosom friend. It was news of a most disagreeable kind to me although | was warned of her fatal diseas some-
time since. We must all some day or other pay the great debt of nature. & as for my Part | am resined at any
time that God is pleased to summon me. This is a world of trouble & disapointment. The next can be no more.

| took the boat from Newburg to Albany. From there in Stage to this place, 78 miles from Albany where | shall
remain sixteen weeks.

Those notes of Lindsey’s | sent to him for collection. He let the Gentleman have a horse which | rode to
Richmond (as | told you before) for the Largest note. The other he could not pay. | left it however with Dr
Chapman. His circumstances are not very good for paying money at this time. Had just been brought on the
notes. They could not have been collected at all as they are outlawed according to the Laws of Virginia, their
being no witness nor Seal.

Ward is one of the finest fellows in the world & he has a no less amiable wife. Uncle Philips family | was also
much pleased with.

My health is not good but better than when | left Virginia. Had | remained there till this time | fear | should have
had a severe attack of Bilious fever. It has been remarkably hot the past season & is now very sickly in that
place.

| am in great hast. My bell is now ringing & | must close. My love to Parents brothers & sisters.

Yours &c
V.R. Howard

PS Write me immediately without delay. Itis a long time since | heard from home. We have about 150 students
from all parts of the United States & five fine Professors &c.

[Envelope]

Castleton Vt

Sept 4

[Postage] 182

Mr Rowland B Howard
Leeds,

Maine



54 1/9/1825 From: V.R. Howard To: Mr Rowland B Howard

RBH-0e36 Kent N.Y. Leeds

, State of Maine
Source: Bowdoin

Kent N.Y. Jan 9th 1825
Dear Brother

| left Castleton at the close of the Lectures, called at Newburg where | spent a few days at our good Uncle’s in
the Society of some of the finest cousins in the World. | then went to the City where | remained a few days with
Ward & sister Lucia whose health is very bad. | then came to this place where | have been two weeks. | have
taken a Diploma from this State for Practicing Physic & Surgery after a very strict examination by the Censors,
but thank fortune | have enough to answer every question. | received a letter from Seth not long since. He
invited me to come to Purlington Mississippi where Mr Pray now resides, who is getting rich fast. | expect
however to go into Partnership with Benj Bailey in the City of New York till Spring, who is doing a good business
there. 1think then I shall go to Purlington unless | can do better in the City.

| am very sorry that | could not visit our dear Parents when | left Castleton but my circumstances would not
permit of my spending more money that was absolutely necessary. Therefore | was obliged to deny myself the
happiness. | have used every exertion in my power to procure a profession which | am in hopes will afford me a
living. But this country is overflowing with professional characters & unless | do business in the Cities | shall
abandon the idea of settling in this country. | have talked some of settling at Put Court House but | fear | could
not do business for some time there therefore | have relinquished the ideas as it is necessary for me to do
enough at the Start to pay my way. | shall go in a few days to Newburg, from there to the City.

There could nothing have afforded more pleasure than to have seen my dear friends in Maine before | settled
but | am in hopes if | am fortunate to be able to see them once more. Tell my dear mother to rest easy about
me for | am determined to pursue a steady course of life & if any thing ensures me success it must be that.

Uncle Bailey & his family are all in tolerable good health. Joseph returned with me from Castleton & with me
<took> examination & received a Diploma. He will remain at present with his father. He wishes me to
remember his love to you &c. Uncle Phillips is doing tolerable good business at Newburg but his health is very
bad. Uncle wishes to be remembered to our dear mother & father &c. All send love to Lucretia & all the family.

Write me at the City soon. | am yours affectionately
V.R. Howard

[Envelope]

Kent N.Y. Jan 10, 1825
[Postage] 25

Mr Rowland B Howard
Leeds

State of Maine



55 7/16/1825 From: V.R. Howard To: Mr Rowland B Howard

RBH-0e33 New York Leeds

. Maine
Source: Bowdoin

New York July 16 [18247] [See Note 1]
Dear Brother

| received your letter a few days since & am happy to hear once more from home, a favour | have been long
deprived of. Ward & Lucia have also been complaining for a long time of your neglect.

My business is increasing & | have now but little doubt of doing well. This city is the best place for a Physician,
of any in the northern country. My health however is poor & | think it is probable we shall have the yellow-
fever. Itis now very hot. The thermometer has been from 98 to 90 for six-days. We have parted with our gest
LaFayett not without a great parade &c.

Ward left my office a few minutes since. He requested to give his to all the family. Len is at the Red Mills.
They will start in a few days for the Springs. Ward in company with Joe Snowden of this city has purchased the
Red Mill Plantation at 30 thousand dollars. They are anticipating a great speculation.

Ward recd a letter from Seth not long since. He was then well. Your acquaintances in this country are
frequently makeing inquires about your well fare &c.

| was at Peekskill about ten minutes this week but could not leave my office longer than 24 hours & then on
business. | visit none but the Sick except now & then by the way of increasing my acquaintance in the city.

| exchanged your money but through my carlessness permited them to take a percent whereas at some other
offices | could have exchanged ever for New England paper.

| had some difficulty in geting it off as it was supposed to be two dollar Stamp.

Should any of my friends visit this city again, they will find my office No 112 Chapel Street. | will send you this
mornings paper & was the Post Office nerer | would send you one every morning. Noan charges me nothing
for his. | take the Statesman. Therefore | have two papers per day.

You probably have seen the account of the ascension of Mr Robinson in the bolon. It was the most awful &
sublime scene | have ever beheld. Such a crowd of people never were assembled on the battery & in the
Castle Garden before. | was in the Garden at the time with nearly four thousand.

My love to all Parent Brothers Sisters &c

Yours &c
V.R. Howard

P.S. | enclose three notes one five, one three, one one.
[Envelope]

Mr Rowland B Howard

Leeds

Maine

[Postmark] New York July 16

[Note 1. The date 1824 was written in later. General Lafayette visited New York City in July 1825. Thus, the
year should have been 1825. “Contemporary newspapers reported temperatures exceeding 100 degrees on
July 13, 1825; the city and its environs were prostrate with heat and drought as the Nation's Guest prepared to
take his final leave of Manhattan. According to an account published by the Newark Sentinel on July 19, 1825, it
was early on the morning of Thursday, July 14th, 1825, that General Lafayette was escorted by military parade
from his lodgings on Broadway, New York City, to the Hoboken ferry, where he crossed the Hudson River into
New Jersey.” From the Bergen County Historical Society.]



56  4/11/1826 From: S. Howard To: Seth Howard Esq

RBH-0e37 Pearlington Mississippi Leeds
. State County of Kennebeck
Source: Bowdoin St Maine

Pearlington Mississippi State
April 11th 1826

Dear Parents

Being so much engaged in business | have delayd writing for some time. | did flatter myself with the hope that |
should receive letters from some of the family when Mr Pray returnd but | was disapointed. | continue to enjoy

good health, with the exception of one very serious misfortune. | have nearly lost my eye sight. | can immagin

no other cause but from casting of brass.

I had made every arrangement and was determined on visiting you this Summer, but | regret to say that it will
be impossible. | have erected a Steam Sawmill in this place, which is now in opperation and unless | can get
some one to supertend it, which is entirely out of the question in this Country | cannot come but | have made up
my mind positively to come in one year from this if | have to shut it up.

If my sight continues to get worse as fast as it has for the last two months | shall very soon be obliged to give up
business. Even now | cant keep my own accounts nor read a word. My words that | write | am obliged to have
read to me to know what | have written. It is a most unfortunate thing to me as it has deprived me of all kind of
enjoyment. If | had have had any idea of such a thing when | sold out the Foundary | should have given up
business then, but as it is | must make the best of it. | have been advised by every body that knows me to do
this and sometimes | agree with them & think it best for me with a constitution brocken down and impaired as
mine is to do no more, and then again | know | should be unhappy, but let things go as they will.

| do not live for myself. If | can educate my daughter, as she deserves to be, it is all | want to do with life. So far
as money can effect this there is nothing to fear, but this is not all. | would prefer to have her under my own
eye. | had a letter from her a few days ago. She would have come down this last winter had not the small Pox
been very bad in New Orleans. When | come to the North | shall certainly bring her with me.

Unless you was to see it you have no idea of the immense Labour, anxiety, and trouble of mind, that it requires
to manage the concearns of a large Steam Mill. The proffits are very great or | should never undertaken it. |
have forty men imployd altogether in the swamp and about the Mill. She cutts to average six thousand feet of
cypres Lumber per day which is all ordered before hand at $35 pr thousand board measure so that she
<executes> work dayly to the amount rising of $200, but then there is a great many other parts of the story. In
the first place the works cost a great deal of money and now and then a piece of machinery breaks that costs
me from one to five hundred dollars to repair. Notwithstanding from any reasonable calculation she must with
my management clear eight thousand dollars a year. But | don’t mean to be troubled with her longer than | can
help. | would sell her tomorrow together with all the land and property | have attached to it.

Sometimes | fear that you will blame me for not coming to see you this summer, but really if you knew the
singular train of circumstances that has taken place you would not blame me. Mr Pray and family are well.
Give my Love to all. | am your affectionate son.

S. Howard

[Envelope]

[From] Pearlington
18th Apr, 26
[Postage]25

[To] Seth Howard Esq
Leeds

County of Kennebeck
St Maine



57 3/24/1827 From: V.R. Howard To: Mr Rowland B Howard

RBH-0e39 New York Leeds

, State of Maine
Source: Bowdoin

New York March the 24th 1827
Dear Brother

| received your letter of the 28th of January a few weeks since. It accorded me the greatest pleasure to learn of
the good health of my friends in that part of the country. It is a blessing that | have never till lately known how
high to estimate. Within the last six months | have for the most of the time been incapable of attending my
business in consequence of ill health. My prospects here have & are still very good, but in consequence of my
health | have resolved to leave. A Suthern climate will suit me best & | have not the least doubt but then | shall
be perfectly well in a short time.

Seth has frequently written for me to come to him but | have always refused till | received his last letter. | have
now concluded to go to Pearlington (Mississippi) where he now resides. He last Spring got a situation on me
which was worth three thousand five hundred dollars per annum & was very angry becaus | would not except of
it. It was Surgeon to one of the fortifications at that place with permition to practice out of the fort. That situation
is now however filled but he holds out other prospects which will perhaps be equally as practicable. It is quite
healthy in that part of the country where he resides & there is not the least doubt but that it will be better for me
as it respects my purse & more to be considered than all my health.

My complaint appears to be primarily of the lungs & bowells but | flatter myself there is nothing permanent &
that on my arrival in a Suthern climate | shall be perfectly restored. | shall leave here in a packet for New
Orleans tomorrow morning where | shall probaly arrive in the course of sixteen or twenty days at the longest,
when | will also write you immediately.

My Dear Parrents must not be the least uneasy about me, as it is the opinion of my best friends here that it is
the best thin | can do.

Ward & family live at Peekskill when | left there a few weeks since. He has two fine girls. Lucia is in tolerable
health only. Ward is in the lumber business & is doing considerable business. He has not seen your letter yet
but I will enclose it to him today. Uncle Phillip’s family remain at Newburgh yet & | believe get a very good
liveing. | have not been there since last spring. None of the girls are yet married, but all are very amiable &
worthy of the best of husbands. Uncle Bailey’s family are nearly as when you left here, except that Benjamin
has settled in this city in the practice of medicum. Joseph has moved to Peekskill & occupys the situation of Dr
Hayes who has moved to this City. Harry Rundle has married Miss Emma Constant (Judge Constant’s
daughter) & a Mr Birdsall has married Miss Jane the other daughter. None of Doct Shnnon girls have married
since you left. | believe seth will proabaly come on to the north this summer.

As it respects the Rowland Linsey debt | thought | had given you the particulars long since but | must have been
mistaken by your letter. At any rate | got a horse for the largest note which | exchanged for a butiful two year
old colt, which colt | left with Mr John Robinson near Blacksburg (Montgomery County) who promised to break
& take care of him till he received some further instruction from me , free of cost. | wrote to him last spring to
sell him & forward the money to me. He informed me in his answer that the colt had got hooked by a steer a
short time since & he was afraid would never recover. Since that he wrote me that he was dead & mentioned
that he had been offered $100 for him before he got hooked. The other note | left with Doct. David J Chapman
or rather Isac Chapman & Sons Merchants Blacksburg Va. for collection. | have their receipt which | can send
to you any time if necessary. You had better write to them immediately but | am certain they have not collected
it yet as | believe Rowland’s rather poor. | never have received one cent of it in no way except the hors <[torn
pagel> you see how he has gone. <As> it respects the money you lent me. | am realy ashamed to make any
excuse for it ought long since to have been <sent> but just at this time | am wanting every cent | can rais to pay
my expenses which will be very high on the journey. | have debts to a considerable amount due me here that |
shall be obliged to let stand for a short time. | hope however to have it in my power to pay you before long as it
was a favor | shall never forget.

My love to our Dear Parents & every branch of the family. | expect to return to this city in one year from this



time when | may visit you. In great haste | remain your affectionate Brother.

V.R. Howard

[Envelope]

[Postmark] New York [date unreadable]
Mr Rowland B Howard

Leeds

State of Maine



58 6/1/1827 From: R.B.H. To: My Dear Eliza [Otis]
RBH-0e38

Source: Bowdoin

[18277? - written in pencil. Assume July 1 1827]
My Dear E

| know not with what terms to address you! How uncertain and transitory are all our immaginary pleasures. |
have long anticipated on answer to some of my letters and long expected to have such news from you as would
induce me immediately to cross the ocean that divides us and clasp my Eliza in my arms. | have passed in a
kind of suspence day after day week after week & month after month untill it is too late in the season to go to
Georgia now and no news of you has arrived. If you are still alive and should read this and call to mind the
writer | yet indulge a hope that within your bosom beats a pulse yet repleate with true affection and that in your
answer (which if not written this must be my last) you will excuse your self for this neglect and write me what |
long to <hear [torn page]> that you are well and happy as you can be while so far <[torn page]> him that loves
you. | should have writen recently had <[torn page]> convinced that | could not receieve an answer in time
<[torn page]> Georgia in October which has been my intention <[torn page]> and not receive any letters at all
from you has <caused me [torn page]> to give up the idea of going this fall and to try once more to hear from
you. | named to you that | had some some duties to discharge to my parents that called me home. | now see
them comfortably and pleasantly situated and they and my little brother Benjamin Franklin constituted our whole
family and to tell she hath | am sometimes lonesome but yet sleeping or awake my mind is often anticipating the
pleasure | might enjoy in the society of my Dear Girl but next | look at the immense distance that part us as a
mountain at whose summit | may never arrive were you here perhaps we might be happy. | had a fortunate
voyage but twelve days from Savanah to my fathers house. Could | be sur of such a one again | would soon be
with you but to go to sea is dismal except to see Eliza. Do write me something of everything of all your affairs
and whether you still remember me what | can do to live with you or you with me | still have a gratifying pleasure
in the <expection> of my visit to Georgia and especially to the house of your hospitable mother whom | much
esteem and long to see as well as all the family whom | greet with my tenderest regard and now almost
despairing of any news how you’d write but short and will only remind you again of my everlasting affection and
esteem for you and ask if you have so soon forgoten your warm professions of attachment to your dearest
friend .

R.B.H.



59 3/14/1837 From: Ward B. Howard To: Rowland B. Howard Esq

RBH-0e40 New York North Leeds

. Me.
Source: Bowdoin

New York 14th March 1837
Dear Brother

When | left you | intended writing immediately on my return, but | cannot recollect having done it. On the 4th of
Jan’y | had the misfortune to break my leg since which time | have not been out of my room untill within the last
10 days | have with the aid of Crutches been down in the parlour & dined with the family. | am now fast
recovering & intend going up the river to see my children in a few days. | hear from them frequently and have
the pleasure to inform you that they are all well with the exception of the whoping cough. My youngest daughter
& little boy have been afflicted with that during the winter but Mrs Mitchell writes me that they have it favourable.

I am with my sister in Law Mrs <Niuen> who has been more than a sister to me, every comfort and every
attention during my long confinement has been bestowed upon me with a lavish hand so much so that | must
confess that my sufferings have been light and trifling to what | at first anticipated. It has been a temporary
inconvenience in relation to my business but it will soon be over & my Leg as sound & as straight as ever.

The great scarcity of money during the winter has affected my pecuniary concern a little. | purchased rather too
much real Estate the last Season. My Highland Granite Quarry is however likely to turn out well. Mr Puck from
Winthrop was here in the fall & left a day or two before | broak my leg. He went up to the Quarry with me, & can
give you some particulars when you see him. A Mr Barrett from Hallowell our foreman on the Longfellow
Quarry has been here during my confinement. That Quarry has not done as well as | expected the last year. It
has however cleared 10 per Cent on the Capital.

I should like to dispose of my interest in that Quarry, if | could do it without loss. 1 find that | am liable to
sickness and accidents daily and the sooner | close my affairs the better it will be for myself & children. | have
no longer any ambition to gratify and should feel content to settle down in peace and quietness the short time
that remains for me in this transitory world.

Let me hear from you, your family and all our friends around you to whom you will please remember me
affectionately particularly our dear father. It is possible that | may visit you during the coming season. | should
be happy to see you or any of my friends here at all times. | shall probably be in a better situation to receive
them when | am settled at Peekskill where | intend going ere long. Let me know how our dear sister Lucretia is
& her family. | feel great anxiety about them & have thought much of them during the winter. My love to all.

Your affectionate Brother
Ward B. Howard

R. B. Howard Esq

[Envelope]

Rowland B. Howard Esq

North Leeds

Me.

[Postmark] NEW YORK MAR 16



60 7/1/1840 From: W.B.Howard To: Mr Seth Howard Jr.
[Care of]
Thomas W. Bridgham
Esq
Post Master

RBH-0e41 New York Leeds Me

Source: Bowdoin

New York 1st July 1840
Dear Brother

Your letter announcing the melancholly death of our Brother Rowland was rec’d in due course of mail. | ought
to have answered it long before this, and can assign no just cause that | have not, other than my own bad
health & depressed spirits has for the last few months unfitt me for allmost any kind of business. At the time |
received your letter my health was improving. The melancholly news your letter imparted & the derangement of
my private affairs has very much retarded my recovery. | had been for three months confined to my room & to
the House the whole winter and am at this time far from being well. | have been & still continue to be under the
Doct Charge & the influence of medicine.

| cannot express my feelings of sympathy for the widdow of Brother Rowland & her family. When | received his
last letter | had every reason to expect that long before this my children would have been deprived of their only
parrent. My affairs in a wretched condition & they left without a protector, fortunately for his children they enjoy
the kind protection of a mother’s care. And | hope ere this both sister & children have become reconciled to the
will of divine providence in thus depriving them of a Husband & father.

Remember me affectionately to her & her children, our dear father , and our family respectively, in respect to
your means of visiting your family as expressed in your letter | wish that it was in my power to aid you. | am
aware of your great anxiety to see them and can but think that brother Stillman will assist you, on this subject
you know more than myself. | am happy to hear that your health has improved & hope that you may soon be
restored to perfect health. It was said that Franklin would come on here on his way South in June. | thought
likely you might accompany him but not having heard from him | presume that he has not passed through the
City. Let me hear from you on the receipt of this. | feel anxious respecting the health of you all, particularly our
aged father to whom the death of Brother Rowland must have been a severe blow & very afflicting. Please
write me respecting Sister Lucretia & her family. | was much surprised & mortified to hear that she was reduced
to the necessity of leaving her home to work in a factory & wish that | possessed the means of relieving her in
any way from such imbarrasment.

From a letter | recd from Everett H Bridgham | observed that Doct Bridgham was P. Master. | will take the
liberty of enclosing this to him or superscribe it to him for you and as it contains no secrets may read it & hand it
over to you.

Your affectionate Brother
W.B.Howard

Mr Seth Howard Jr.

[Envelope]

Thomas W. Bridgham Esq
Post Master

Leeds Me



61 10/6/1848 From: O.0.H. [OO Howard] To: Mr. Rowland B. Howard

RBH-025 Bowdoin Coll. Readfield

. Wesleyan Seminary
Source: Bowdoin

Bowdoin Coll. October 6, 1848
Dear Brother

| have returned to “Old Bowdoin” and am now seated to fulfill my promise, to write my brother a letter. | liked the
old gent you board with better the last time | was at Readfield than before, and moreover, | was pleased to find
that you agreed with him in “Politics” so that there is no fear of your quarreling with him on that “score”. Your
Chum appears to be a fine-good hearted fellow, resembling Perley somewhat | think.

But to begin from the time | left you to relate my doings. First as you know, we started in the rain. Well with
some wet and a good deal of mud, we put up to Arza’s house the first night, and the next day being fair, we
proceeded as far as Col. J Gilmore’'s where we made a long visit. They made me wash the carriage, which | can
tell you was a “job” indeed. A day or two after that our folks resolved to have a pump and sent me to work to dig
a ditch extending from the well to bottom of the “Back Room” floor. | accomplished that. | also mowed “Buck-
Wheat” all one day. | might tell you many other labors of mine, but it would be tiresome to you to hear them.

There was a ride | must tell you about. | started from home one morning to make my friends a visit at Leeds
Center. Uncle Ensign’ s and Aunt Aurelia’s were to be my destination. | started and met Benjamin Turner going
to Mr. Brewster’s. Well, | turned myself about and went with him, for the sake of having his company after taking
a few more such turns | arrived at Uncle’s about 11 o’clock, stayed till after dinner and Laura Howard having
begged Uncle’s horse, we took a ride to the North part of the town. We returned and went to Aunt Aurelia’s to
tea and Laura said she must have another ride. Accordingly she got Everett’s horse & Mr. Racley’s wagon, &
taking me as Teamster she went to “Leeds Slab City” and spent the eve at Mr. Pfennings.

About half past nine o’clock we left for home. In the first place it was so dark that we could hardly tell ourselves
from the horse. Next the horse was blind. We headed the way we thought was home and brought up against
the wall. | got out and felt for the road and put my beasts into it. Again we drove and again we stopped at the
wall. Well what must be done, my girl was frightened my horse was blind & it was so dark | could not see. She
begged to go back and the more | swore | would go ahead. | felt the road again and led my horse about half a
mile till we came to where the road was hard, so that | could tell by the sound of the wheels whether we were in
the proper place or not. | got in again & it began to rain in torrents and | laid on the whip careful when we got
into the ditch to get out again, but when we got up to the utmost speed our rein broke, this time | said nothing
but leapt & caught my horse & brought him to. My girl knew nothing of what had happened. | tied the rein and
we got home at last-badly wet, badly muddied, and excessively angry at our bad luck but we possessed whole
necks. Let me try ever so much, | can never equal in words that adventure, when | think of it all myself
command is required to keep down my “<risables>". Especially considering the way we got out of the wagon
when we got home. We knew not the ground from anything else and hence rolled over together in the wet &
mud.

| have taken a school in Livermore a little south of the Camp Grounds at $18 .00 per month & boarded. Our
folks were all well when | left home. Write me soon and tell me how you get along. | have some idea of sending
a fellow from college to teach one school, so that you can study your Latin & algebra.

Your affectionate brother
0O.0.H.

[Envelope]

Mr. Rowland B. Howard
Readfield

Wesleyan Seminary

Via Augusta



62 10/31/1848 From: O.0O. Howard To: R. B. Howard Esq.

RBH-026 Bowd. Coll. Kents Hill

Readfield Maine
Source: Bowdoin

Bowd. Coll. Oct. 31, 1848
Dear Brother

You will be at home before me and hence, | would like to have you come after me. | shall be obliged to carry
home many things which | cannot put in very good shape to be conveyed in the stage. But | will write the
particulars to mother and also when | wish to go home. I'm afraid you go to the extremes in your judgment of
Gancello. Once you were loud in his praise, and now you attribute his conduct to selfish, if not mean, motives.
He is a good hearted fellow & surely would not injure anyone for the sake of himself.

I think, myself, that a recommendation from Kents Hill Preceptor would not go very far in influencing the
government of Bowd Coll. But if a person is well prepared, it matters not whether he has studied at an Academy
or not. But a recommendation from a preceptor, whom they can put confidence in, lightens the examination
much. | would not have you go to N Yarmouth. If you prepare yourself well, get a recommendation of good
moral character, and come here, | will be responsible for your getting in.

Stinchfield is doing very well and probably he does not care much for one or two scholars. Be careful and not
judge too harshly for you might wrong a good hearted friend.

| did receive your catalog, but, as we did not get out one this term, | thought | would not send an old one. | don’t
know but | shall be obliged to stop writing to my friends if they cannot read their own letters. Perchance | might
write something which ought to be kept silent. | grant I am not much of a poet, but | like to read some poetry
very much. Goldsmith’s “Deserted Village”, | think, is the prettiest poem | ever read. You will like Shakespeare
better one of these days, after you have studied a little more. | have read considerable prose writings this term,
nearly all Irvings works, Scott’s novels on the Crusades, &c. | am now reading the history of England. You
spoke of some of your young gent’s speaking original pieces, thinking they would surpass our junior fellows. If
they can | wish | had them here to get our mathematics. We shall begin tomorrow, a book which is said to
comprise the hardest mathematics in existence | cannot tell whether Mr. Townsend understands your manner
of teaching by analysis or not. But | guess he can analyze, so as to make the common branches sufficiently
simple. | rather think he will be contented at Leeds.

| thought when | saw Frances Turner, that he looked very “poor” and thin. Don’t you think that sickness has
stopped his growth? Between us (entré-nous) | do not think that he is capable of studying too hard. He might
not take exercise enough (which would be very probable). Does he learn Latin easy?

Our Junior parts came out not long since (I don’t know, but | wrote you about them) and for some time there
were long faces and deplorable visages. There were only four this fall & we expect five more next spring. |
expect there will be more unhappy ones then than now, as those who do not get one then will lose all hope
upon which fickle deity a great many now rely. | suppose you have made great advancement this fall in your
studies, but if | were you, | would not get any Latin or Greek "out of” the course of study necessary for a
preparation for college, after you read the reader. That is, if you ever intend to enter college.

Give my respects to your Chum & TF Turner. Tell mother | am perfectly well, when you go home, and if she
does not believe it, she will when she sees me as fat as a pig.

From your affectionate brother
0.0. Howard

I shall not make any excuses for bad writing for | always do things in a hurry and never do them well. So |
should have to excuse myself all the time.

[Envelope]
R. B. Howard Esq.
Kents Hill



Readfield Maine



63 3/17/1849 From: O.0O.H. [OO Howard] To: Mr. Rowland B. Howard
RBH-027 Bowdoin College Kents Hill Me

Source: Bowdoin

Bowdoin College Mar 17 ‘49
Dear Brother

| was glad to hear from you this morning and learned that you were prospering so well. My health is pretty good,
but | must say that | never have known what studying was before. Not a moment can be spent in idleness. We
have three long and hard lessons every day and in addition a Spanish Lesson twice a week. Themes or
Compositions require much attention. To prepare ourselves to write the most of them we are obliged to read “all
creation”.

We also attend Cleaveland’s lectures on Chemistry which are about one hour in length. These are very
interesting, accompanied as they are by experiments. There are about 100 medical students who attend these
Lectures, the Senior & Junior Classes also. Yesterday they rushed “en masse” for the door from different parts
of the room, and there meeting a reaction was produced and sundry medics lost their hats, a few their
equilibrium and consequently were overturned. Old Cleaveland jumped upon a high seat as fierce as a tiger
and ordered them out. He said “the like” had never been known for thirty years. | went back (after | got out) for
my hat, and | must say | never saw such a looking man as old Cleaveland at that time. His features looked
hideous. His brows were contracted and his eyes glared upon one as if a demon directed them. Such is the old
gentleman in anger, but he is very pleasant and kind when unprovoked.

In Latin we are reading Tacitus, truly the most difficult to translate of any Latin extant. It is so concise that one
half of the sense must be supplied. Tell Frances after he gets a little accustomed to the style of Sallust it will be
as easy as any author which is read in the preparatory course.

Some polite individual has had the extreme kindness to “hook” my German Undine. And what | shall do | do not
know. | do not like to buy another, as | still have a slight hope that my old one will return.

Spanish is one of the prettiest studies which | have attended to since | have been in College. We began to
translate the very first lesson. Probably it comes easier from our having studied so many other Languages.

You spoke of Roland. | have thought much of him since he went away, and hope he will do well. But | fear that
he will see many hard times ere his return. He has been very little accustomed to the world and its ways.
Everyone however must live and learn for themselves.

Tell Thomas F your “Chum” that | believe he is already indebted to me for a letter. | will write him, however, as
soon as | can. When you write to me do not fear for my interest. Write on whatever suggests itself first. No
matter if you do write about strangers, my curiosity will lead me to take interest in those with whom you
associate.

My health is now very good. My cough has almost left me. Mother was very anxious, but she must have
received a letter from me before this, which will or has let her know that | am yet “up and sound.” Give my
respects to all my friends whom you may meet and none others. Don’t let your “chum” criticize my hand for my
pen catches “loud”.

From your affectionate brother
0.0.H.

[Envelope]

Mr. Rowland B. Howard

Kents Hill Me

(Pleas ch’g No.30) (0.0.H.)

[Postmark] BRUNSWICK ME MAR 18 Paid 5



64 4/9/1849 From: OO Howard To: Mr. Rowland B. Howard

RBH-028 Bowd. College Readfield

Kents Hill Me
Source: Bowdoin

Bowd. College Apr 9 '49
Dear Brother

| seat myself later than usual after the reception of your letter to write you a reply. | have been to Portland since
| received your letter, and on returning found a letter from home. Mother said you appeared to enjoy yourself
very much in your present situation. Our class had no recitation from fast-day morning till to day. The most of us
got leave of absence and went away. | went to Portland, in the little steamer, called the Flushing on Wednesday
and returned Saturday after-noon. | had an excellent visit. Perhaps you will ask me where | went. | should not
dare to tell you. Suffice it to say, | found friends and had a splendid good time.

On Thursday night between the hours of 12 & one, | was awakened by the ringing of bells, & the cry of fire. | got
up and looked out of the window, and the fire appearing so near induced me to dress me & venture out. | went
but a short distance, before | saw four or five buildings all on fire. The blaze poured out from the windows and
ceiling around the roof, enveloped it in a sheet of flame. It was a beautiful sight to look upon, almost
compensating the loss of property. | staid about an hour & returned to find a good fire built, which | could
approach without burning me. | also found two beautiful girls sitting by the stove. They had been frightened from
their sweet dreams by the cry of fire, and sat trembling for fear, the fire would come nearer, but it did not and at
two o’clock | retired.

The day | came away, there was quite a strong specimen of female heroism. A man had been for a long time
wont to desert his better-half and seek friends at a rum shop, as many other foolish men sometimes do. Well,
the rum seller sold him intoxicating drinks-he took the beverage. And when he was a little tipsy, his implacable
wife made her appearance, and wielding a huge club broke canisters and bottles, Windows & glasses of all
descriptions. And then escaping those attempting to lay hands on her, she triumphantly led away her silly
husband. If all wives who have drunken husbands would do likewise we certainly should have less trafficking in
poison, for men would flee the moral suasion of woman'’s anger.

Mother says Roland Alger has not written since he left, although he must have stopped in N. Bedford two or
three weeks. | fear it will be hard for him to begin to write letters. Our family were all well. Mother said Charles
could sing correctly more than 40 tunes. | rode home, yesterday, a long letter of three & a half pages. Give my
respect to Thomas F and tell him, that he will have to write me the first letter, for | have written so many that |
cannot find anything to write about.

If you can study out this hastily written trash, write me an answer. If you cannot, write and ask me, and | will
write plainer. Peleg & Townsend send their respects to you. Study perseveringly and you will one day be glad.
Be idle & you will soon regret it. Write me when you are intending to Go home.

I must get my mathematical lesson.

From your brother & friend
OO Howard

[Envelope]

Mr. Rowland B. Howard

Readfield

Kents Hill Me

[Postmark] BRUNSWICK ME APR 10



65 4/15/1849 From: O. O. H. [OO To: Rowland B. Howard
Howard]

RBH-029 Brunswick Kents Hill

. Readfield Me
Source: Bowdoin

Brunswick April 15 ‘49
Dear brother

| have felt some criminations of conscience since | mailed my last letter to you. And | now begin to fear that |
shall not get an answer from it, for it might take you many years to “make it out.” However that may be | will give
you another trial in a plainer hand perchance, though probably more nonsensical than any preceding. For | am
not one of those scrupulous individuals, who always wait a reply even from a friend. | believe “amor fratum”
exists between us, hence there is no need of ceremony in our relations or correspondence.

| am half resolved to tell you a secret. | will if you will promise yourself instead of me not to reveal it. | think it
would contribute more to our mutual happiness, orphaned brothers as we are, to be confiding with each other,
and make our joys & sorrows known to each other, that we may enjoy the sympathy of brotherly affection. In
some “after day”, we shall look back with pleasure to times when harmony existed between us. It seems
strange to me, that | ever could be unkind to my brother, and nothing pains me more than to see brothers
quarrel. But to my secret. Do not laugh at me. | cannot tell you better than to copy a portion of my “Journal.”

April 10. Time flies on its rapid pinion, but the mind employed counts not the passing moments. Study seems to
keep the mind from reflection, yet our thoughts while pouring over Text and Lexicon are busily at work. Some
passage, some sentiment, calls forth a comparison of our own ideas with those expressed. How pleased are
we, often, when we meet in another a thought which we believe had originated in our own breast! How often,
when we love an object are we reminded of that object by some circumstance which apparently has no
connection with it. The power of Association will constantly present us with things which we thought were
forgotten. The image which resides in our hearts is reflected from all that surrounds us.

| seem to have a beautiful image ever present with me, when | think, “she” is ever present in my thoughts.
When | reflect upon the past the pastis full of “L___”. When | permit myself to plan the distant future, her
interest connects itself closely with mine. Why may | not dwell on so fair an object? It is the ideal embodied in
the real. Her dark eyes, revealing in their depths a feeling innocent soul, seems ever to rest upon me speaking
the language of devotion. Her sincerity seems ever to plead with me, and say, you must not deceive & break
the trusting heart. Her purity makes me ashamed of my vices.

When with her, a sweet hallowed influence hovers around my soul, and when we are parted, the spell is not
broken. | now seem to have something to live for - something to strive for. True, my ambition has ever been
aspiring and grasping after something still higher. But to feel that you are not laboring for self alone - to feel that
a dear, cherished object hangs upon the strength of your arm for support, gives a new vigor to your soul, a new
impetus to your action.” -&c-

Perhaps somewhat of the above will take you by surprise, but | intended that no eye should see it, and hence
wrote what | felt. That is not so much to the point as some other passages, but it will give you an idea. | usually
lock such thoughts & such feelings in my own breast or entrust them to my Journal. But | thought | would share
them with a brother, so he would respect & enjoy my confidence. Her name is “Liza”- does not live within or
about the environs of Brunswick. You could not help saying “she is beautiful.” | am no enamored, blinded
admirer, but love a worthy object, one that can feel & return my affection. You must not ridicule me, even if you
think me foolish, for there is much | could tell you and | should not if you disappointed me. Our family were all
well when mother wrote.

Believe me you are affectionate Brother
0.0.H.

[Envelope]
Rowland B. Howard
Kents Hill



Readfield Me (via Augusta)



66 6/11/1849 From: OO Howard To: Rowland B. Howard, Esq.

RBH-030 Brunswick Kents Hill

Readfield Maine
Source: Bowdoin

Brunswick June 11, 1849
Dear Brother

I am much obliged to you for the piece, which you sent for | shall be obliged to declaim for the prize soon, and, if
this suits, shall take it. | shall not send you the “Dead Christ.” It is too hard a piece for you, and any one who
speaks it will need two or three months to practice it. So you must excuse me to your friend who wanted it. |
might enjoy it to day & send it; but | could not get it before.

My health is quite good. You must write me how you succeed at exhibition after it. The best advice | can give
you is “keep perfectly cool”. If any persons tell you strong drink will help throw off all diffidence, do not believe
them. Stimulants are more apt to make a man appear like a fool on the stage. | have had great opportunities for
observation on that subject.

I’'ve made preparations to keep school at Wayne Village next fall. You may do as you like about going to school
to me. Perhaps, if | have a large school, | shall want you to assist me some. People might think, if my brother
would not go to school to me, that | could not be much of a teacher. If you will go we can room together and
have some very good times. | shall be obliged to study considerably. It may be the last opportunity we shall
have of studying and perhaps of living together. Yet as | said act your pleasure, and do what you think will be
most for your own advantage.

| presume | can keep a better school now than | did on the “Ridge”. | am older & have more experience. Write
me how many speak for the prize and if mother comes to your exhibition.

I must get my lesson now. | will try and write more very soon.

From your brother
OO Howard

[Envelope]

Rowland B. Howard, Esq.

Kents Hill

Readfield Maine

(via Augusta)

[Postmark] BRUNSWICK ME JUN 11
[Paid] 5



67 9/19/1850 From: QOtis [O O Howard] To: Dear Brother [R B
Howard]

RBH-031 West Point N.Y.

Source: Bowdoin

West Point N.Y. September 19, 1850
Dear brother,

| received your letter yesterday and was glad to find that you had really arrived at Yarmouth and got settled.
Robinson is a good fellow & a good teacher. | presume he has told you that he is well acquainted with me, we
having been together in College three years. Give him my respects, & best wishes. It must be pleasanter for
you at Yarmouth than it was for me, when | went there, for there is Mr. Jewett my friend, classmate &
companion to keep you company & make you less homesick. | shall reserve all my respects for him, to fill a
letter which | shall write him as soon as | finish this.

To give you any intelligible account of my discipline, & of the “West Point System” is pretty difficult. You should
be subjected to the same to have a correct & well-defined idea of the independent Cadet. | will give you the
history of a day, or that part of it in which | take a part & that will suffice for the same things are done, the same
order, observed day after day, & week after week, except occasionally on funeral days, when the regular
exercises are suspended. (Two officers have died since | have been here, whose funeral exercises have been
held in this place.) Suppose you can see me in bed, warm & comfortable, sleeping soundly, or tossing about, in
the vain belief that | am taking part in some lively scene surrounded by friends. From some such state of
“somnolency” at just the peak of day, am | suddenly aroused by the morning gun. Drums and fifes, immediately
give forth a very inviting “call.” | jump from my hard bed, put on my clothes & run down three pairs of stairs, as
quickly as possible, & fall into ranks. The role is then called, after which we return to our rooms, wash & study
till 7 o’clock.

At 7, the drums & fifes call us again to ranks, roll is called, & we march to the Mess Hall. We stand around the
tables near our respective places, and at the command “take seats”, down we drop. We stay there 2 hour & at
command “rise”, all get up, & take places in ranks as soon as possible, and are marched back to the parade
ground & dismissed. One half hour after breakfast is allowed for recreation. At 8 o’clock all are called to
“Quarters”, i.e. rooms.

A part, however, of the cadets recite at this time. Each class is divided into sections. The first sections contain
the 1st scholars, the 2d sections the next in rank & so on. At half past 9 o’clock | recite. Then all the sections
that recite at that time are called by the bugle to the parade ground, where they all fall into ranks having each a
“Section Marcher”, who calls the roll of his section & marches it to a “Section room”. On arriving at the section
room we take our seats in alphabetical order. The instructor calls upon an individual. He must move quickly to
the middle of the floor, stand “attention”, (without moving) until he is told what to do. Then he goes to the board
and performs what he is told, (which is, usually, to deduce some rule). The highest mark given for a recitation is
3, called a “maximum” or “max”. No individual gets this Mark, unless he behaves in just such a manner, uses no
word incorrectly in his demonstration, and does everything with the precision & brevity of the text. This mark |
have got twice & come within one, two or five tenths of it every time. | am gaining in confidence & hence in rank.
| am bound to be among the first soon. After we finish reciting (at the end of 1 & %2 hours) we are marched back
to the Barracks. Called to dinner as to Breakfast at 1 o’clock, recite at 3. At four o’clock comes “drill”. The
battalion, (all the Cadets except the “Septs”) have the band to play for them sometimes & sometimes not.

We (Septs) are taken, five in a “squad”, and marched away into some private place, and there are drilled to our
satisfaction. This is the second afternoon that we have drilled with muskets, and my back and shoulders ache
more than they ever did after mowing all the forenoon, for we are obliged to put our shoulders in such a
constrained position, that, that of itself without the heavy gun is tiresome enough. After drilling about an hour &
a half, without speaking or moving unless ordered, we are dismissed. Again, at 6 o’clock is parade, when the
arms are inspected, delinquencies read to the Battalian. After this we are marched to supper then back, have
recreation % an hour. Then comes “call to quarters”. At half past 9 o’clock the drums & fifes tell us to prepare for
bed. At 10, when there are three taps on the drum, all lights must be out & every individual in bed. During the
day, the room is inspected twice by an Army officer, to see if everything is in its exact place, & twice a day by a
Cadet officer. In the evening the Sentinel puts his head into the room twice & sings, “all right” to which we reply,



“all right.”

All these officers of different grades are sworn, & thus bound to report any absence or delinquency in the
performance of any duty. Every absence or nonperformance of duty, or violation of the smallest regulation, is
reported before the Battalion, and if no good, substantial, credible excuse is rendered, the offender gets marks
of demerit (200 of which “send him”). There is a great variety of talent in our Class, running from absolute
stupidity, up to the highest grade of intellect. About 20 will be “found” (deficient) in January next.

Write me how you are getting on, as often as you can find time. Never rest satisfied with a partial knowledge of
things. Here the most of the Cadets study all the time from daylight till 10 o’clock at night, and it is necessary for
those so to do, who have misimproved their former advantages.

| was glad to hear from home through you, for | had not heard a word since | started. You may give my respects
to Jewett, & tell him | will not try to write him tonight, for fear that | should fail or write a very poor letter from
sheer fatigue. I'm really glad Peleg has got a situation to suit him. | have been in good health all the time since |
left Maine, and | am now in good spirits. My greatest enjoyments consist in receiving letters from my friends.

My physical examination was nothing. | stripped myself & went in before three Surgeons. They looked at me,
measured my height, size round the chest (34 inches). One Surgeon looked at another & said “he is a stout
man”. And said that was sufficient. | looked them in the eye without trembling or blushing.

Have you got your shirt from Portland yet?

Yr affectionate brother
Otis

Uncle Ward came here the other day to see me, but could not find me, for some cause or other. He was obliged
to leave immediately, but sent me word that he would come again in a few days.



68 10/26/1850 From: QOtis [O O Howard] To: Mr. Rowland B. Howard
RBH-032 West Point N.Y. Yarmouth Maine

Source: Bowdoin

West Point N.Y. Oct. 26, 1850
Dear brother,

| received your last letter with much pleasure. I'm glad that you were thoughtful enough to open my eyes to the
folly I committed in writing home about all my little perplexities & difficulties. | really enjoy myself here, now. |
have to study very hard, it is true, but | know that this is what | came here for. Had | not come to this place, |
could not have enjoyed all sunshine. On the whole then | am very well contented. | hear you have been into
Portland (from Peleg). How did Miss Lizzie treat you? How did you like her? In fact you need not give me your
opinion unless it is favorable. Tell me all about your visit, your studies, your class &c. &c.

Has Uncle Henry Strickland moved to Portland yet?

I made out to get permission last Saturday to visit Uncle Ward at Peekskill. The way | got permission was as
follows. Uncle came to see me & while here he told me that his oldest son was very sick & wished me to come
& make him a visit. | told Uncle that, if he would write me on his return stating that my cousin was very low, &
desired me to make him a visit, | might, perhaps, get a short leave of absence. He did so, and so, with his letter
& with much soliciting of my own, | made out to get permission to be absent from Saturday noon till 1/2 past
nine o’clock in the evening of the same day. | went over the river to Stony Point and from thence in the Cars to
Peekskill.

| soon found Uncle’s family, which in all consisted of three or rather four individuals, himself inclusive. His oldest
daughter, a Lady between 25 & 30, remains at home with him as yet unmarried. His oldest son, Augustus, is
one year older than |, a little taller, with my hair, eyes & four head. | rather think that he & | resemble each other
more than you & I. His complaint is of a peculiar kind. Something similar to Laura Fisher’s, only he never makes
a noise when the spasms come upon him. He is very intelligent & before this attack was called as fine,
promising a young man as you may seldom find. He can get no help, but he says he hopes to get well. He is
deprived entirely of the pleasures of society, of reading, writing, and in fact of everything almost that makes a
part of our enjoyments.

Tell Jewett that | received a letter from Townsend this week, who finds himself prospering finely. Townsend is
really doing well for a young man of his energy, or rather want of energy, but as he is a good hearted boy | wish
him well.

| have lately been put into the Battalion & hence feel a little more like a man, a little more independent. | remain
pretty nearly at the head of my class.

How is it? Have you found any of Virgils so celebrated beauties as yet? You cannot enjoy Virgil much when you
are obliged to study your eyes out almost & then get but a faint idea of his meaning. When you get so familiar
with Latin that you can translate with ease & rapidity, then you may take some pleasure in reading Virgil’s
writings, but all the pleasure you can derive from them while fitting for College, you will earn.

| saw while at Peekskill the place where our father once traded & was in the very same store. A lady came to
Uncles just before | left in the evening, to whom | was presented as her cousins son i.e. she is cousin to father.
Uncle says that | have many relations at Newburg. Thus you see | am surrounded by relatives in any part of the
world, even at the Military Academy of West Point.

My respects to Jewett, tell him | shall write him soon. | have had to study tremendously lately, but | expect to
have an easy time when | get to studying Geometry & French, instead of committing five or six pages of Blair's
rhetoric every day & of preparing myself to explain the hardest thing in all mathematics, viz.: the Binomial
Theorem & its consequences. My head is full of m’s, n’s, & g's. | have now got the greater part of Algebra
beaten into me so that | could not forget it if | would.

Now Good Bye. If you do not write a better letter than this of mine is, | shall say you don’t know much.



Yr affectionate brother
Otis

[Envelope]

Mr Rowland B Howard
Yarmouth

Maine



69 11/19/1850 From: QOtis [O O Howard] To: Mr. Rowland B. Howard
RBH-033 West Point N.Y. Yarmouth Maine

Source: Bowdoin

West Point N.Y. 1850 Nov 19
Dear Brother,

Considerable time has passed since | have received a letter from you. Perhaps you think me rather negligent in
answering your letters. You must not stop writing to me. | count much upon receiving letters from you and shall
write myself as often as | can. Seldom does anything new transpire in West Point. So | have no news to tell you.
West Point with all its beauty is a dull, monotonous place during the greater part of the year. The same routine,
day after day & month after month. All that keeps us alive is the excitement of study, or rather the emulation that
must exist in an institution like this, when everything depends on rank. It often looks rather discouraging to me,
to look forward to four long weary years of confinement, but | am by no means cast down. | have come here
with the determination of staying if possible, & of taking the very best stand possible. | have got some very hard
cases to compete with, but | probably shall come out right.

Now as enough has been said about self, | wish to know what your prospects are. What kind of young men you
have got in your Class & how you are making out with your studies. Make the most of your time Rowland. You
must do better, take a higher stand in College then your brother has done. | feel now that my education is
superficial. | might have accomplished more than twice as much as | have done during the last four years, & this
with ease. | am expecting much of you. You are virtually older then | was four years ago. You must have more
judgment than | had & with my experience before you, you may take every advantage of time & circumstances.

| fear, however, you will be lazy in moving your body about. If a man is going to study to any advantage, he
must have exercise of body as well as mind. You must learn to pick up your feet & walk off briskly, or, as a
soldier, | shall have to complain of you when | come to walk with you “on furlow.”

Let us see, you will graduate (if we live & are so fortunate) you will graduate only a year behind me. Supposing
you had spent four years in College, how would you like the idea of entering the Military Academy of West Point
to spend four years more? No matter how much knowledge a man may have, if he is not a natural
mathematician he cannot do anything here. | have not the least doubt that many of my classmates who took a
good stand in College as scholars, would be “found deficient” in mathematics, should they enter here & try the
course. | was considered a good mathematician. So much so that the Sophs would come to me for assistance
after | got to be a Senior. But here in “Davies Bourdon” amid roots, radicals & theorems | have to exert all my
ability & all my persevering power & then | often fall short of the highest mark.

Next January comes the examination, which is to try our strength. Every man who cannot pass that ordeal will
have the privilege of visiting his mother as long as he chooses. | am not sure but | shall envy some of the poor
fellows after all. Those who are to be “found” are called “Immortals.” The whole seventh section bear this
name. | happen to be at the other end of the Class & therefore have no fears & but very little hope. Our next
examination will be in June next, when Congressmen will examine us. By that time our class which now
contains over 90, will be reduced at least one half.

Have you heard from home since Francis Lothrop arrived from California? He thinks Roland will return soon.
When he gets home if he has made his thousands | shall put in for him to visit me. Every thing you learn from
home, you must write me. | wrote a letter as | promised to our friend Mr. Sampson. If Jae & Bill Carey are at
Yarmouth give them my best respects. My respects to Robinson, my love to John N.--

Good night. Yr affectionate brother
Otis

[Envelope]
Mr. Rowland B. Howard
Yarmouth Maine



70 12/22/1850 From: Qliver O Howard To: Dear Brother [RB
Howard]

RBH-034 West Point N.Y.

Source: Bowdoin

West Point N.Y. Dec. 22, 1850.
Dear Brother

I've received two letters or rather one & a half since | wrote my last to you; and therefore | think it becomes me
by this time to answer you. Friday brought me a letter from home from which | learned that Roland Alger had
got safely & fairly home. On the evening of the same day | wrote a letter home of 6 pages, which so exhausted
my epistolary treasury that you must not expect much of me. Perhaps | can do as many Cadets do in Rhetoric:
take someone idea & that a pretty good one; and turn it over & over, & present it with all its different shades.
What interests me particularly is the prospect of having a good time on Christmas, i.e. on Wednesday next.

I made our white-headed Captain & Superintendent a call the other day bearing him a note from Uncle Ward.
He did not make any objection to my going to Peekskill, provided that | did not wish to be gone more than one
day. He said that he would let me know time enough beforehand.

Uncle John Otis wrote me a letter that | received the other day. He said that | had as yet no demerit recorded;
that our Adjutant, Brevet Capt. Williams, of Augusta Maine, said that | stood very well in my class; and that he
expected to find my name among “the five” at or after the next January examination. | hope he will too; and he
probably will if | do not make a failure on the next examination.

How are you & your little class making it in Virgil? | never have heard you say anything about Greek. | presume
you must have studied it somewhat before this. | hope you will love Greek more than | ever was disposed to do.

I made Warren Lothrop a call yesterday afternoon. He said that he had just received a letter from his brother
Elias. Elias does not expect to return to Maine before spring. He said that his health was somewhat improved.
Speaking of Elias, made me think of Addison. Mother sent me a letter which he wrote to her. In it he spoke of
Charles Turner: said that the latter was with him, but had not as yet engaged in business: and also that Levi
Foss of Wayne was there & very sick, or rather had been very sick: and that it was doubtful whether he would
be able to do any work very soon. Poor Levi. He is the man you know who drove us on the “husking & grape
expedition”; wherein | lost my character for morality & sobriety. Didn’t we have some precious good times in that
little village? This makes me think of Jo & Josephine, of ropes, of Lyceums & of the queer little, curly headed
Russel Nelson. Laura too, fat Jolly & exquisite. You remember her, occupies no small place in my recollection,
but a precious small place in my affections. She was a strange child, but not more bewitching than the over-
effeminate Ellen H. But Macomber: where is he? That man so soft so smooth such a pre-possessing “bore”?

But speaking above of Elias L made me think of Addison: Addison of his letter: his letter of Levi Foss: Levi Foss
of Wayne, & Wayne of our mutual interest in the place & also of the thousand “souvenirs” clustering around the
same. But at first there was another branch to my reflections. Thinking of Addison suggested to my mind our
cousin Martha Ann, his sister. What kind of a thing is she: large, homely & agreeable? Or beautiful, retiring &
disagreeable? Is she fat, lazy & generous: or meager, active & selfish? | wish to know what kind of a
combination of qualities serves to render our redoubtable cousin so particularly interesting.

| used to have some high times with Lydia, her sister, before she was so fortunate as to get married. Once or
twice the pious girl would take me for a beau, & carry me to a Methodist inquiry meeting. | wonder if Elder Fuller
ever thought, while | was at Wayne, that | was the very child, who once gave him such indefinite answers
respecting the welfare of my soul. How many times the wicked Harriet B & | would torment the poor girl, about
things that acquired delicacy & modestly would now forbid me to mention. How Association will lead a man by
the nose. Without being aware of it, | have | perceive upon looking back, touched upon events in California in
Wayne, Leeds & Hallowell. Either of which places would furnish a train of reflections, sufficient to fill a common
letter. But thought is a privileged character. He is at liberty to run over the world at pleasure, & return to give a
man the “blues”, because he cannot be thus free & speedy.

Have you been in Portland lately? What has become of Peleg? I've not heard from him for a long, long time! Mr.



Jewett writes me that you are doing well: & that Vaughan is with you. Give my love to him & tell him he must try
& be as good a scholar as he is a smart boy.

I should have stopped at the end of three pages, but as three pages of my writing is hardly worth 10 cts. | will try
& fill up another after Church. The mournful Bugle is now sending forth its enticing call. | must go to Church &
listen to a very dry sermon. This is poor soil for ministers. Military piety is on the whole rather dry. In the first
place there is but precious little encouragement to a minister. He never gets any converts: & no sympathy ever
warms his soul; but plenty of criticism keeps him stirred up. But you know criticism seldom awakens the
benevolent dispositions; and almost always makes a man a little bit vexed & perhaps | may say a little bitter in
his forthcoming home thrusts. Good luck to you till after Church

I now think of a subject that may interest or disgust you. The habits & principles of Cadets.

The aforesaid church is over. There is scarcely ever any studying here Saturday nights and seldom if ever any
sleep. Cadets keep sober, & study steadily the whole week till Saturday night, and then they make up for lost
time. The Sentinels are always taken off Post at 10. In about one half an hour after inspection at 10, the wild
ones are up & “round”. A set of miserable boatmen skulk into some cove or corner with their boats full of Liquor.
At first everything seemed to go straight: but | find that nearly every Saturday night over two thirds of the Corps
are essentially drunk. Every Officer on the Point drinks, and therefore they are not disposed to be over watchful.
If an officer of the Army should discover a cadet intoxicated, he would most certainly be obliged to report him.
The cadets have been laying in stores for Christmas for three or four weeks. There is now liquor enough stored
away under the floors & in other impenetrable places to get three Corps like ours drunk three times over. | am in
no great measure pleased with this state of things, but it is no more than anyone could expect of the wildest set
of rogues in the country. Things are carried on here mostly in secret. | never have said anything in my letters
home of this interesting feature in the life & character of our embryo officers. The fact is nevertheless true, that |
never have found a more licentious, dissolute set of young men in my life. | do not wish mother or father to
know the exact state of things. | wrote my first impressions & honest convictions, and shall not correct them.

Give my respects to John N. Tell him | shall write him after Christmas. Give him my best wishes, for his school
& for his comfort. Does he go into society any in Yarmouth. Give my respects, too, to the Carey boys, if they are
in Yarmouth. Also remember me to the Dr. & his wife if they are there too. Everything goes on here as far as |
am concerned about right.

Uncle Ensign wrote me a good long letter, one of the best | have received since | have been here. He spoke of
you, said that you were growing taller, but that you stooped a little. Be careful & keep those shoulders of yours
straight, for nothing disfigures a man more than round humping shoulders. And again you very well know that it
is very essential to the health of the student to keep straight in every respect. | shall be glad when you get once
fairly entered upon your collegiate course. Be just as well prepared as you can. | experienced some
considerable inconvenience from a poor preparation. Give my respects to Mr. Robinson. Good bye for this time.

Your affectionate brother
Oliver O Howard



71 1/3/1851 From: Oliver O. Howard To: Dear Brother [RB
Howard]

RBH-035 West Point N.Y.

Source: Bowdoin

West Point N.Y. Jan. 3, 1851.
Dear Brother

You must be aware that | am now writing two letters to your one. Are you sick, lazy or seriously engaged in
study? If sick or lazy you are inexcusable, but if imperative duty prevents you from writing, | cannot complain.

Since | have written Christmas & New Year’s have passed in succession. | told you that Uncle Ward had written
a request to our Superintendent Capt. Brewerton, that his Cadet Nephew might visit him & spend Christmas
with him & his family. A day or two beforehand | went with my permit to the white-headed old one. He took it,
read it over, shook his head and said: “I am disposed to let you go on Christmas, but hardly the day before”.
Why Capt. Brewerton | have no recitation and am on no duty: “very well we will consider it, Mr. Howard”. And
Mr. Howard takes his hat & leaves. | went again, the day that | wished to go. “No! Can't let you go till Christmas
day.” O.0. Howard bit his lips, looked respectfully angry & left his office. In the afternoon after | had given up all
hopes of going when | wished, the “officer of the day”, came into my room with my permit signed as follows:

West Point N.Y. Dec. 24th, 1850

Cadet O. O. Howard has permission to visit his uncle at Peekskill from %2 past 3 o’clock on the 24th to % past 7
on the 25th inst.

N. Brewerton

Superdt Corps Cadets

Signed: BH Alden

Comdt Corps Cadets

I changed my shirt & was off in less than no time for the ferry & crossed the river with two other Cadets to Cold
Springs. One, Mr. Rundell, went down river with me. To our surprise we found that we could not go down that
night in the cars on account of some breakages in the track. Whereupon we got a horse & sleigh. And what a
ride. It was more than half bare ground and by the road we took the distance was about 12 miles. Maine can’t
produce hills half so high, or roads half so rough. The poor horse had to go though in my hands. Mr. Rundell left
me at my Uncle’ s and promised to call for me early the next evening. He came at the time, but said that his
mother did not wish him to return that night. That we could not cross the river that night if we should return to
Cold Springs. | gave up going that night, but not with a very good grace. However the evening passed very
pleasantly. One of the prettiest young ladies of the village came in & we had a game of whist.

Your cousin Augustus continues to have those horrid fits or spasms five or six times a day and often during the
night. He can get no help. Our Cousin Elizabeth is between 25 & 30, as plain as any of the Howards, but good
hearted, lively & sociable. The other, who is perhaps a year younger than you is a little pale boy. He has a very
good situation in a store in his native village. Uncle says that he has been rich several times, but that he is now
“devilish poor”. He is a “staunch old democrat”. | believe a candidate for Representative to Congress. | went to
bed that night, only to dream of Courts-Martial & of walking extra tours of guard duty.

| arose about half past three o’clock, found Rundell & off we came. We reached Cold Springs about day-light &
immediately crossed the river. | ran & reported my return to the Commandant, the Adjutant & the Orderly
Sergeant & afterwards to the Old Superintendent. They directed me to write an explanation. | did so after | was
reported for being absent without leave from tattoo on the 25th till 7 AM on the 26th.

As good luck will have it | was excused. It is dangerous business, this staying over time. One young man for
stepping into a room when he was on post (i.e. on guard as a Sentinel) was sentenced to walk 12 common
tours of guard duty: 12 tours of Sunday guard duty: & be confined in the guard room from the time of coming off
post till tattoo (at 10 o’clock at night). Some are confined in the light prison, some in the dark prison, some are
put in arrest, others in confinement, all according to the degree of the offence. If any less demerit was the result
of these punishments they would be endurable, but the demerit increases in due proportion. | have escaped as
yet unscathed.



Yesterday the January examination commenced. The first section of the fourth Class was the first on the floor. |
was fortunate enough to do first rate in mathematics. In English Studies we have not yet been examined. Just
before the examination, Mr. Abbott was 2 marks ahead of me. Mr. Lee three tenths. Mr. Lee & myself did better
on examination than Mr. Abbott, but we cannot rise him this time. 3 is the mark given for a perfect recitation.
From the first of November the whole number of recitations was 31, hence the maximum mark for the whole
time is 93. Mr. Abbott’'s Mark was 91. Lee’s 89 & Howard’s 88.7. | shall stand No. 3 in mathematics No. 2 in
general standing if | do as well in English Studies, as | did in mathematics on the examination. | shall pull for No
1 strong between this & next June: but it is doubtful if | rise Mr. Abbott. He has never studied French, but he is a
splendid Latin & Greek scholar. There are five or six men in our Class that can speak French, as well as they
can speak English. Don’t you think | shall have to be active? It is such a prominent place to stand at the head of
a class here, that there always will be fighting for it. | would give much to do it, but if | can’t, | can’t.

Write me as soon as you can and tell me everything you hear from home. | see by the papers that our State’s
prison too came near burning up. Maine is indeed unfortunate.

How is Vaughan getting on? Have you heard from Maria? Where is William this winter. | wrote a letter last
evening to Mr. Jewett. My respects to Mr. Robinson. Perhaps | shall get a letter from you this noon, | hope so at
any rate. Lizzie wrote me that she was on her way to Livermore. She wrote at her Uncle’s in Lewiston. Do you
know whether she has returned? Or whether she made mother a visit? Uncle Henry | learn is in Portland and
with his family boarding at the United States Hotel. If you see Peleg, just give him a schooling for not answering
my letter. How much money did R. A. G. bring home with him, 1800 (?).

Write as soon as you can. Your affectionate brother
Oliver O. Howard

PS
My letter is so long & tedious that cannot read it over to correct errors. Please make allowances for laziness.



72 1/10/1851 From: QOtis [OO Howard] To: Dear Brother [RB
Howard]

RBH-036 West Point N.Y.

Source: Bowdoin

West Point N.Y. Jan 10th 1851
Dear brother

| received your letter yesterday with mother’s & Dellie’s and was somewhat startled to find that you had been so
sick. | thought you might have a very bad cold & cough, so bad as to unfit you for your duties as a teacher, but |
did not imagine that you had been so much prostated. Yet since you are convalescent | will not assign any thing
bad, but hope that you ere this reaches you, you will be entirely well. It may be all for the best, perhaps for your
ultimate good mentally & physically to be thus tripped up & sent home.

Our examination is still in progress & will continue till the close of next week if not longer. Examination of our
class in mathematics commenced yesterday & ended to-day. The standing in this branch was read out before
the battalion this evening. Your humble servant came out best again in mathematics. It has not been
accomplished with ease, however. | have crowded into my head since last September 600 pages of pure
mathematics & the most of it entirely new to me, which amount is now so thoroughly mastered that it is at my
tongue’s end.

Mr. Lee has risen me for two months in succession, and bid fair to dislodge me from my position. He tried his
utmost, but some way or other | kept my place. All the Corps began to think | was down, and | began to find
many a welcoming smile where | least expected it. You can’t imagine the interest betrayed among Cadets
respecting us two, at the approach of & during this examination. All eyes were upon us. Lee’s friends excited &
hopeful, mine | did not observe. When we came from the examination hall, we were met by “how did Howard
do? How did Lee do? How did you do? How did Lee do? Till | got provoked & would answer none of them. We
were both too much excited to do quite as well as usual, but excitement never drives real knowledge from my
head. Hence | did full as well if not a little better than Lee.

It is rumored that | have studied Calculus & therefore the only hope of Lee’s friends was that he would get
above me this January, for they said it would be useless to try hereafter. You see | can pull steadily, when | do
all. Why! | will not give up in despair, but “bone” a little harder. You may think it odd that | feel satisfied to be
ahead in mathematics alone, when demerit & drawing will throw me in general standing. But ah! We graduate in
math this year & this counts towards the final graduation. You know, all | ask is to be 1st or second two years
hence.

Mr. Browne has had another hard trial, but he is again saved, whilst three of his section mates are found
deficient. You can form no idea how that man will study as the examination draws near. | have been over & over
again with him problem after problem. After taps last night | questioned him through the course, lying on my bed
& he on his. He could answer everything, all the hardest most puzzling questions, and after all he did poorly at
the examination, and came back swearing he was “found”. But he was not, he came out next to the foot. | don’t
fear he shall be found deficient while he is with me. He does not lack in talents, for if he did he could not get this
stuff any how; but he is remarkably unfortunate. When there is one thing out of 500 in the course that he does
not know, he seems is bound to have it given to him. And another thing, when he does not know a thing well, he
often says to his instructor “I cannot do it sir!”

This | seldom do. | watch my teacher’s eye & language, & often by an indirect answer, appear perhaps not to
have precisely understood the question. By the time he puts it again | have reflected upon it or he puts it plainer.
Often by some such expedients | avoid betraying the true state of my head, but if | really did not know anything
about the question asked, | would plainly say | do not know, but this has not occurred | think more than once
since last September.

Don’t you think your brother has got a little perseverance? How would you like to try a game at West Point? If
you will be No 1 in mathematics, you cannot relax your efforts for a single week. If you feel sick, forget it, if tired
never mind it, if you begin to feel discouraged, shame yourself, hold up your head & go on. But after all | enjoy
this strife. | begin to take pleasure in taxing my intellect to its utmost.



Thus you see | have filled my letter with myself, but the time of an Examination is a selfish season & you must
pardon me. Give my love to all, don’t let mother exert herself too much, for | want to find her in good health and
spirits next June. Tell Dellie he writes very legibly; & his brother Otis hopes soon to receive a long letter from his
pen. Tell him & Charlie to be good boys & learn all they can & be sure & help father all they can, for nothing is
lost & everything is gained by industry & kindness. Perhaps | shall write mother tomorrow, but be not surprised
if none of you hear from me till after the Examination is over.

When | folded this | did not know that | had any wrappers, but | found one. Ask father if he thinks of it, when he
buys himself some letter stamps to send me some, for | am out & if he pleases to charge the same to the
account of OO Howard, Cadet U.S.M.A.

We shall be examined in French next Wednesday or Thursday. Only 10 plebes were found deficient this
January, two having anticipated the event by resigning. The class was very much smaller than ours to begin
with.

Warren was well when | saw him last. He had a little ill-time, but very soon recovered from it a few weeks since.
You will receive my standing at home very soon after the examinations. Write me as soon & as much and as
often as you can consistently with those weak legs of yours.

Tell mother not to be surprised at my stand in drawing. I’'m going to rise in that between this and June. Good
bye, good luck & good health to you.

Your affectionate brother
Otis



73 1/19/1851 From: QOliver O. Howard To: Dear Brother [RB
Howard]

RBH-037 West Point N.Y.

Source: Bowdoin

West Point N.Y. Jan 19th ‘51
Dear Brother,

| received your letter in good season this time, and another at the same time, both of which gave me much
pleasure. | believe | have got all your letters, some of them however being much delayed. Sometimes | have
written you a letter, scolding you for not writing & the very next mail has brought me one from you. My
recitations, as well as yours are all in the fore noon. | like the arrangement since | can spend the afternoon in
writing letters. Our afternoons are, however, very short, i.e. if we call dinner noon, as we dine a little after one
o’clock hardly ever getting fairly back to our rooms till two. Our parade is a little after four, so that | have two
spare hours, in which | usually write, sometimes read, at other times study.

| think Roland, whether he gets married or not, would hardly have the courage to make another voyage to
California. He will be taken considerable notice of in the town of Leeds where he will find so many eager
listeners to California tales, and so many admirers of the hero, who has visited that far famed country. This will
please him. Our young ladies, few though they be, will meet & greet him with a sweet smile & open arms. This
charming flattery always makes a man swell with his own importance & seldom fails to make him content with
self, & on good terms with the world.

You spoke of mother. | have averaged more than one letter a fortnight, written to her, and seldom do | write less
than four pages, hence, you see | must crowd in a good many words, be the ideas what they may. | expect
mother will be lonesome, both of us being away. But she will be obliged to reconcile herself to our absence, for |
am very certain that |, at least, am destined to spend but precious few days at home again. While in College,
you will go home at least once in three months. Sons are sons, and if they are ambitious, the wide world must
be their home. Peace, quiet & the family circle must be renounced by the youth who would carve his fortune, or
satisfy the cravings of an ambitious spirit.

You gave me a few hints respecting your companions & the feelings that they entertain & sometimes show
towards you. This is bad. You are independent. That | like. But sometimes when we aim at independence we
overstep the mark. The most independent man is he, who can mould others to his will, and to this end it is far
better to have both the respect & the favor of others. You know how to gain both, and it is better to do it, for
unpopularity or rather a feeling that you are neglected has first a bad effect upon your heart. It is attended with a
sort of bitterness, which has an unfavorable reaction upon the whole character of a sensitive young man. | have
noted its effect, both here & in College, and therefore | seek first the respect & then am careful not to excite the
jealousy & enmity, which a very little act will sometimes excite.

Here, there is more jealousy than elsewhere, because there is more rivalry. Almost every action as well as
every word of the man who stands at the head of the class, has to be noticed & spoken of. He will be disliked
the best he can do. And it is somewhat the same with those who stand near him. | have, however, as yet
managed to get the good will of my classmates. There is scarce any doubt of your being able to enter College
next fall, but the better preparation you have, the easier will your College course become, & the higher you can
stand. Who is your Chum? If you see Peleg, tell him | have already written him two letters, for which | have
received no answers. | heard that Mr. Jewett went into Portland to hear a lecture from “Prex. Woods”, but was
disappointed.

(Wednesday Jan 21st) as you perceived by my change of date, | have, somewhat after your fashion laid aside
my letter half finished, and resumed it again after skipping one day.

| received a letter yesterday from Mr. Sargent (Sarah’s lover). He writes a fine letter, says Silas is well & doing
very well. | received a letter from Peleg today, filled to the brim, just as much as could be crowded into six
pages. He writes after the same old fashion. You would be fortunate indeed if you could get such a chum to be
your companion & friend through your College course. He says he has attended the Portland Lyceum several
times, but has not been able yet to listen to a man, who could equal our old President.



Our section in mathematics is now running over geometry (Series Legendre) at the rate almost of a book to a
lesson. Every man but one in our section has studied it before. How | wish now that | had been obliged to get
mathematics in College, as we get them here. | could stand higher with half the exertion that | now | am obliged
to make. But what is past, is past, & it is the height of folly to be looking back with vain regrets.

There’s hardly any snow; the hills bare, the weather like spring. The winter in fact does not begin with ours in
Maine, as you may judge when | tell you that | have no great coat and have worn no vest. Remember me to
Jewett. Perley thinks he will not stop in Maine much longer. Give my respects to Mr. Robinson. | used to like
Robinson very well, while we were together in College. He is not, however, very pre-possessing nor at all times
very agreeable, owing perhaps to a want of ease of manners, & more to a certain inflexibility of character, which
he shows often, when your views clash with his own. But still | respect him, because | think his intentions
honest, & his principles good though unbending. Be respectful & kind to him and you will like him as an
instructor & as a man.

Do you take as much interest in political news as you used to do? Uncle sends me papers almost every day. It
appears that our rulers are not doing much. However, the more they reduce the postage, & the sooner the
better for me & my friends at a distance. This is the business which seems to be agitating the House, together
with the existing Patent Laws. Uncle John made quite a speech on the bill for the reduction of postage.
Although not a production of great genius, still it is characterized by good reasoning & good common sense.
Think you or | will ever have the opportunity of raising a voice in the halls of Congress? Perhaps we may. Such
unaccountable things have happened. But we will not anticipate too much, especially as | am in a fair way to be
a warrior, and you have first to get through College.

My respects to all my friends & acquaintances. | believe you said you went into Portland & returned, without
making Lizzie a call. All | have to say is, | shouldn’t have done so. Tell me how you like Lizzie. | shall not be able
to write more today. Study hard, but take sufficient exercise. Try and do as much better than your brother as
you can, while you are following in his track. This will please him & be of lasting benefit to yourself.

Your affectionate brother
Oliver O. Howard

Please omit the A. B. In your direction.



74 2/8/1851 From: QOliver O. Howard To: Mr. Rowland B. Howard

RBH-038 West Point N.Y. Yarmouth

. Me
Source: Bowdoin

West Point N.Y. February 8, 1851
Dear Brother,

Saturday afternoon has come again after another weeks toil, and it is surely welcome. | opened my portfolio just
now and found no less than six unanswered letters. This superabundance of labor before me almost staggered
me; for writing letters, although but a pleasant recreation compared with mathematical study, requires time. |
was in a dilemma too, not knowing where to begin, or rather whom to write to first. But as | have already
addressed myself to you, you shall have the first effusions of my lazy intellect. | took a letter of mother’ s from
the post office, this noon, and | am happy to find our family all well.

You appear to have taken your unexpected ride to Portland rather coolly, notwithstanding your dirty shirt and
dishabille. | believe | told you how | once went to the same place, somewhat out of order - in the outer man.
When | started from Brunswick in the dirt cars, when the engine belched forth muddy water & smut, and
blackened my white coat, my white dickey, my white bosom, and more & worse than all my new, nice book, just
purchased for a present. All this between the towns of Brunswick & Yarmouth; how at Yarmouth a Paddy
woman furnished me with a Paddy shirt, collar 8 inches wide; how, notwithstanding my pride, | was obliged to
visit my lady-love with a wilted Dickey & a spoiled present; how | came away in a little better trim than | went.
Well, no matter about that for it is an old story, while your pleasant surprise is of comparatively recent date.
There is one part of your story that appears a little like exaggeration, and that is, where you speak of walking
very swiftly up one street & down another. The “swiftly” | object to, for that must be (pardon me) a moral
impossibility (?).

Well, you say Mr. Perley comes, a propos, and takes you to a private dwelling, containing people, kind,
hospitable. Very good! What next? You advise a United States officer (in embryo) not to slight this place. This is
funny? Who thinks of slighting those kind, hospitable strangers.

After a sermon one half mile long on the utility & expediency of patience well exerted, | find you among my
dearest friends - and now the road becomes perfectly clear, for notwithstanding your dirty shirt, your stay over
Sunday, stay away from Church, reading all day with Lizzie from religious books (?), and in the same breath tell
me you are scarcely acquainted with her. | don’t object to all this, but you must remember that it is wise both in
fact & in fiction, to make your stories hang well together.

You said Mr. Jewett was sick! Has he yet recovered? It is something unusual for Jewett to be the least
indisposed. | hope for his sake that it has amounted to nothing more than a bad cold. Give him my best
respects & best wishes, scold him a little for not having written me lately.

Yes, most certainly | remember Spaulding, Pike & Webb. Give them my best respects if you see them. Mr.
Webb is one of my especial favorites. | consider him a fine scholar and smart fellow. Pike is a wild one. How
does he carry himself at Yarmouth?

Mother describes her cold journey to Hallowell, her visit to the Reverend Donation Party with Roland. It seems
from this that the latter must have become a little more polite & domestic than of yore, since he can carry
mother to a donation party & that at the Minister’ s. Mother laments Mr. Martin’s course, especially his
unnatural, niggardly conduct towards his children. How different this man, from the humble scrupulously pious
Mr. Martin, whom | used to revere 10 years ago in his blue broad-cloth suit & bright buttons!

Mother says she has been writing to you to get you to carry Lizzie home with you when your term is out. | have
forgotten when that period is. Lizzie said she should visit mother when her school was done, but whether she
would go before or not | don’t know.

Mother writes also that it is rumored that Orville Jennings (tell John) has married a lady owning slaves & that he
finds the animals very convenient to wait on him &c. I'll warrant you, if our friend Orville is married that there is
something more than love at the bottom of the matter. He is thoroughly practical, & in such matters very friendly



to expediency.

Mr. Sargent’s brother i.e. Sarah’s Frank’s brother, was here to see me last Thursday from New York City. His
name is Epes. He has a medicine store of his own in the city & is a pretty smart young man. Silas is well & as
steady as one can expect. It appears that William Otis has not had very good luck with his school. Do you know
the trouble? Maria wrote me a letter from Gorham which | received the other day. She writes an easy pretty
letter. She says she shall spend her vacation in Bath.

You never have said anything about Dr. Carey’s family but once. Are William, Joseph, at Yarmouth? | cannot
write anymore this afternoon, so good bye.

Yr affectionate brother
0.0. Howard

[Envelope]

Mr. Rowland B. Howard

Yarmouth

Me

[Postmark] WEST POINT N.Y. 11 FEB



75 3/23/1851 From: OO Howard To: Dear brother [RB
Howard]

RBH-039 West Point N.Y.

Source: Bowdoin

West Point N.Y. Mar. 23, 1851
Dear brother,

| perceived by your letter to Warren that you were & perhaps are laboring under a sad mistake. | should have
written to you at Yarmouth long before this had | not thought that you must have been at home, when my first
letter arrived there after | began to recover. | never have been so that | couldn’t read or be read to. What in the
world gave you the impression that | was so badly off? They put us in the Hospital here for a cut finger, or for a
bad headache.

| have recited now over a week & scarcely any body in the class has got better marks. But for your especial
information | will give you a short account of the time | have had. | was exercising as Warren said in the
Gymnasium, with a few others, & trying on a pretty high pole (perhaps 9 feet from the ground) an exercise
which | often try. The pole turned & my head brought up on the ground “full ilt”, giving a gash probably from a
sharp stone of about four or five inches in length. | got up bleeding profusely. Every body was frightened, but
OO Howard & myself. | found that | was hurt somewhat, felt my wound to see if my skull was fractured, thought
it was not, called for my great coat, drank some water, & started for the Hospital attended by two young men. |
got there, found the Surgeon, had my head half shaved, sewed up & dressed, which operations took over an
hour.

| slept the following night very well & got up as bright as a dollar - studied some, wrote a letter to Sarah Lee of
three pages, thinking | was going to be entirely well in a week or less. But as good or bad fortune would have it,
the erysipelas got into my head & face, & soon put it out of its natural shape. The Drs., for there were two of
them, had to cut open my wound which was already closed up, run their probes down the well side of my head
& make incisions. My head was so unaccountably out of fix that it wouldn’t lie on the softest pillow. | could have
had a leg or arm taken off with half the pain | was obliged to suffer, from their various operations. They burnt my
neck with caustic to keep the dangerous friend from visiting my chest. They burnt the skin all up about half an
inch wide. They burnt me between the brows & on the side of my cheek. All this was done to fix the limits of the
disease.

Well | had a serious time. My classmates watched with me & | was treated very kindly by all, especially by Dr.
Cuyler, the principal Surgeon. He staid with me two or three nights over half of the night. Uncle Ward heard that
| was hurt & came to see me. Now | am in most perfect health. Just as soon as | could crawl | begged the Dr. to
let me return to the barracks, & go to recitations. He did not think | would study or recite, but | did. | soon made
up what | had lost & went on fairly. My head being shaved is a funny looking thing & pretty well cut up. | keep it
bound up yet & and wear a little figured skull-cap, which | never take off. | am now a very independent man. |
don’t have to get up at “Reveille” (morning roll call) nor attend any duty, except Academic, & that | attend from
choice. These are the good fruits of my accident.

| have written to mother two or three times. | told Warren to write, that my injury was nothing, but that | had no
conveniences to write while in the Hospital. | wished to prevent all anxiety on the part of mother, till | was well,
but it appears that | could not do it. News spreads from this place like wildfire. But let this subject drop.

| am glad Charlie is with you. Be very, very kind to him. Every unpleasant word you speak to your brother will
ever after give you pain. Tell him, his brother Otis, wishes to see him a fine scholar & a fine man one of these
days. Then he must improve all his time. If he can help it, he must not imitate his brothers in one respect: he
must try not to get angry and out of patience. Give my love to him & to John N. Tell him | shall answer his good
long letter soon. Warren sends his best regards to you, & thinks that it is better that | should write you then he,
& speak for myself. Perhaps you cannot make out the above for my pen has got outie, but here is a few words
that | will write better. Your brother is well but he has a queer looking head.

Yrs affectionately
OO0 Howard



76 4/15/1851 From: O.0O. Howard To: Dear brother [RB
Howard]

RBH-040 West Point N.Y.

Source: Bowdoin

West Point N.Y. Apr. 15, 1851
Dear brother,

| received yours & Charlie’s letter some time ago and ought to have answered it before, but as | seldom find
more than a part of the day out of each week in which | may write letters, | have to neglect my friends by turns.
Many of my old friends certainly think me very remiss. | did not lose but a fortnight from my studies and | am
now as rugged as of old. You asked me if | could not get a furlow & visit Maine during my convalescence.
During my convalescence | was obliged to study. Should | go to Maine | should lose my stand; this | would not
think of unless | left for good. Now | am doing very well. | was told that | had averaged the best mark in the class
in math since January. There is, however, only a few tenths difference between the marks of Mr. Lee, Mr.
Snead and myself. Mr. Abbot has fallen far below us all. In English studies | am near the head, | believe
second, and in French doing very well. If | continue to do as well, my general stand in June will be first or
second, which | can’t determine - neither do | care. It depends much on luck, & the main object is to be
registered at the June examination among “the five”.

| received a letter from mother the other day. She says Stephen Wing is dead and that Sarah Turner was
engaged to him in all probability. Sarah is indeed unlucky.

| visited Warren Lothrop a week ago last Saturday afternoon, but fear that | shall not be able to do so again, for
while at his barracks | met an Army officer who was kind enough to report me for being off limits. | did not know
that it was off-limits till | heard the report the next evening read out. “Howard off-limits 3 & 4 P.M.” | gave
ignorance as my excuse, but Old Bull (as we call the Commandant, Capt. Alden) said | should have known, so |
presume | shall have to take the demerit, 8 | believe. They will not give me extra tours of guard duty or
confinement for the first offense, though | laid myself liable to get both - so independent is a man at West Point.

Give my love to Charles. Tell him mother feels the want of his presence & assistance at home very much, and
is impatient for the time to come when he will return to her.

My hair begins to grow, though | am yet quite bald. | have got, | assure you, some pretty deep scars. Enough |
think, to secure me a pension should | retire from service. Did you know Charles Harville, who used to live at
Col. Lothrop’s. He is now here in the Sapper’'s Corps. Some months ago he, all of a sudden, got married
(privately). The next day he was taken down with the Small Pox, made out to just live through it & had hardly got
well before his wife had a child. He is an awful looking object. | would scarcely have known him, had | not
known that he was there. | should say that he was very foolish and mighty unfortunate all at the same time.

I’'m glad to hear that William is doing so well in College, but hope that you will soon do better. You must make
up your mind to take a high stand, for you are capable of it, and get a good substantial education.

| received a letter from Sarah Lee a few days since from Hallowell. All our friends, she said, were well. | hope

Grandmother will continue as smart as now, and live so that | may see her again on furlow. Mother and Lizzie
both write me that the latter has made a visit to our father’s. She said that she intended to stop & see you and
Charlie on her way home, but for some reason or other could not then.

Remember me to Jewitt & Robinson (I believe the latter is now your Latin & Greek instructor). Write me as soon
as you can. Tell me how you & Charlie are prospering in your studies, and | will soon have time to write you &
him a better letter.

Your affectionate brother
0.0. Howard



77 7/2/1851 From: O.0O. Howard To: Mr. Rowland B. Howard

RBH-041 West Point N.Y. Yarmouth

. Maine
Source: Bowdoin

West Point N.Y. July 2d, 1851
Dear Brother,

My father, my mother & Lizzie have been here & gone leaving me alone in my glory, but | have not been left
long enough to myself to feel their departure very severely. You know my luck. | am now in hot water all the
time. The maijority of my class hate me for my good fortune or for my “unlovable” nature. They report me
continually for the slightest mistakes & often where there are no mistakes, giving me some little thing that |
cannot well deny. Oh! how very pleasant, ones life can be made by an over-affectionate set of friends. To crown
my vexations, poor plebes hover around me & my tent, as though | was the best fellow in the world. A tent is a
noisy, disagreeable place for a man out of humor with himself & everybody round him - no place for reflection:
but as usual never mind. There are better times coming boys!

I am now at the head of my class, a much coveted position. But | would be a thousand times happier man, did |
stand ten files below the foot: for | would then be quietly ensconced in my mother’s kitchen, surrounded with
sympathizing friends with naught to regret & nothing to mourn for but want of talent. There | am & | must take
the brunt of the battle. | may be sent home on demerit & shall unless | speedily put a stop to the insidious
designings of my bitter enemies.

| am very thankful to you for your miniature. | did not know that you was half so good-looking, & | fear the artist
has a little flattered you, but it is better that he should err on the side he did (?). How do you make it studying
the warm weather? | wish you all success.

Mother says Charlie’s health is rather poor. Oh! | hope he will yet be a strong, hardy man.

West Point is now a beautiful place, yet all the beauties of the place can hardly make amends for the
tediousness of a military life. We go on guard each twice a week, & walk 8 hours out of the 24 & sometimes
more. In the heat of the day it is no pleasant task to walk backwards & forwards from Sentry box to Sentry box,
the hot sun pouring unsparingly upon your head a little more of the blessed heat than you would relish. Your
heavy hat & 10 times heavier gun, growing all the time heavier, with no chance to rest your weary legs or ease
your blistering feet. Such is the fun of walking “post” by day. By night it is almost as bad. You cannot sleep
during the night more than two hours & then it must be done with your big cartridge box upon your back &
bayonet scabbard by your side, with the camp floor for your bed, & your musket for a boon companion. In the
night no live man must be allowed to cross your post, excepting the officers of the guard with the countersign.
Day before yesterday | walked four hours by day & four by night, & was turned out several times besides for
other duty, got reported for saluting the officer in charge after “retreat”, that is, after the evening gun was fired.
Thus weariness & vexation combine to irritate a foolish boy.

| wish it were so that you could come to see me this summer, but | cannot receive my friends decently here, and
perhaps it is better that they should let me struggle on with my small difficulties. | will come out right yet, if | can
keep my temper!

Let me know how you are getting on in your studies. | expect you to do very well after you get into College,
where | shall be most likely to see you one year from this date. Tell me if you have a good time on the fourth of
this month & how & where you spend it. Perhaps you will go into Portland & hear Lizzie describe her journey to
West Point, which | fear was not very pleasant on the whole. | myself was so full of ignorance & perplexity, joy
& fear, mixed up with every other feeling you can imagine, that | scarce knew what | was doing. But then as she
is a good girl, | am sure she will forgive me any want of gallantry, whilst she censures the circumstances which
rendered me foolish. Oh! How I did long to be perfectly free to do as | pleased for one week at least! Wouldn't |
have capered with joy? Tell me what they say about their visit.

Give my very best regards to Jewett & tell him if he doesn’t write to me | will flog him. While mother was here |
was reported for visiting an improper part of the Hotel. The truth is | was “taken short” & went to the “sink® there.
Lt. Jones saw me & reported me for it. But my excuse took off the report | think. | was not reported for going up



stairs as we thought. All right. | shall certainly lose the head of my class if | cannot stop this demerit. Write as
soon as you can & remember me,

Your very fortunate unfortunate brother
OO Howard

[Envelope]

Mr. Rowland B. Howard

Yarmouth

Maine

[Postmark] WEST POINT N.Y. 3 JUL 5



78 7/28/1851 From: O.0O. Howard To: Dear brother [RB
Howard]

RBH-042 West Point N.Y.

Source: Bowdoin

West Point N.Y. July 28,51
Dear brother,

| am rather out of humour this morning, so you must pardon any unusual dullness recollecting always the real
motive, which makes me write, which is not so much to interest you, as to show that | am not unmindful of you,
that | remember that we are brothers and should always support & assist each other with mutual confidence
and council. My situation has been for the last few months most deplorably disagreeable & degrading, but with
friends at home and hope for a better state of things, | plod along. But never mind my trouble which have got to
be an old story.

| presume you have some considerable anxiety with regard to the coming examination, for such a feeling is
natural. Yet there is not the least danger of a failure. My old course from Yarmouth through seems now almost
like a dream, and | really believe nobody would surmise that | had been College Educated unless | told them so
but notwithstanding my discipline and experience under the tutor ship & direction of those good old professors
may have done me much good which is now scarcely perceptible, because there is nothing to call my past
knowledge & acquirements into exercise.

| have now been away from home long enough to feel that it would be something more than a common
pleasure to go back. Oh! | would delighted to peep in all unexpected, to see father sleeping over his paper, as
though care was a stranger to him, to see Roland A. singing or humming in the stair way some air, a true
criterion of his inward-self, sometimes mournful sometimes dark & disconsolate and less often cheerful, always
modulated according to the ebb & flow of his spirits. Charlie with his abstracted look, or his quiet laugh. Dellie
more boisterous, and very little disposed to gratify father & mother by making less noise. All seems to possess
a more lively interest than ever before. | place them all in my conception in all the different positions, give them
all the different employments that | have ever seen them engaged in, and dwell upon the scenes that | conjure
up now & then introducing myself in the midst.

This is a part of my business when | walk backwards & forwards on Post, after the night has closed in, after the
active beings around me have become hushed in sleep. The encampment is now over half over. You ought to
come and live with us here in camp. Your face would grow blacker & blacker every day, until you would be
surprised that people ever called you a white man, and methinks your bones would grow hard, or else you
would not enjoy much rest. | believe | could not lie on a bed and sleep if it was anyways soft.

| believe | told you, when we were on guard, and not walking Post, we were obliged to remain at the guard tent
all the time with our cartridge boxes, cap boxes, bayonet scabbard & belts on. We must sleep with them on,
walk & sit with the same uncomfortable appendages. The relief that | have been on, goes on Post 1/2 past 10 &
stays on till Y2 past 12, again at 'z past 3 and stays till half past 5, and a corresponding 4 hours by night. This
breaks up the sleep into small portions. The Officer in Charge (an Army officer) visits the guard tent at least
once during the night, and the Officer of the Day once. At these times the guard must be turned out &
inspected, and if the least thing is out of order, or any accoutrement wanting, the delinquent is reported.

The Camp ground is about 80 yards wide & 50 long. A path surrounds it. One Sentinel walks across each end,
and two meeting halfway upon each side. When the officer in charge turns out the guard, he takes a sergeant &
two privates, the sergeant between the two privates puts them ahead of him & goes what is called the “Grand
rounds”. When the Sentinel sees someone approaching, he must sing out “Who comes there.” The answer is
“Grand rounds”. He says “advance Sgt. With the countersign”, whereupon the latter advances and gives the
required word; then Sentinel says “the countersign is right, advance rounds”. Then the sergeant, resuming his
place advances across his post, or waits till the Army officer has passed between the two privates, and asked
the Sentinel “his orders”. The same operation is gone through with at each post. If a Sentinel is “hived” asleep,
being an old cadet he will probably be dismissed, or made to walk 20 tours of extra guard duty, which is
equivalent to a dismissal in my mind. Our countersigns are usually the name of some beautiful lady, or | should
say a pretty name, one night it was Ella.



You must halt every body after “taps” - holding your bayonet so as to pierce them through if they do not halt,
which the plebes generally carry out to the letter. If you could be here two days and notice all operations from
“reveille till reveille” again, you would find many odd things to interest you.

We now have two company drills a day, one of an hour & a half before breakfast, and the other before evening
parade at sunset. An Artillery drill from 10 till %2 past eleven. It is mighty hard work to drag those heavy pieces
about in a hot day | assure you. We have in camp a morning dress parade, just after breakfast, when the utmost
neatness is required. These parades & drills keep us pretty constantly moving.

Write me as soon as you can. Give my love to Jewett, tell him | got his letter & shall answer him immediately.
Now with good luck to yourself, | bid you good bye.

Your affectionate brother
0.0. Howard



79 9/13/1851 From: QOtis [OO Howard] To: Dear brother [RB
Howard]

RBH-043 West Point N.Y.

Source: Bowdoin

West Point N.Y. Sept. 13, 1851
Dear brother

You perceive | have delayed answering your letter a much longer time than usual, and you may well ask why.
The truth is | can find but precious little time to do anything beyond my ordinary routine of Academic & Military
duties. We are in the recitation room reciting in mathematics and French from half past 9 o’clock A.M. till noon,
in the drawing room from two o’clock till four, half of the week and at riding during the same length of time the
other half. At four we go to drill, return with hardly enough time to prepare for parade, after which it is night. You
must see that for a man who stands at the head of his class & who would remain in the vicinity of that slippery
place, that the intermediate portions of time i.e. the evening & the morning must be spent in pretty close study.
In fact | do thus spend it. Saturday evenings & Sunday mornings | allot to writing letters. So you need not
grumble at it, if your turn does not come as often as it used to do.

I am squad marcher of the first section in mathematics, %2 of the class in drawing, and 1/4 of the class in riding.
This too gives me responsibility & some additional trouble. But every thing now goes on smoothly. | don’t get
any reports, and have it in my power to give a great many. | never have given one yet, since | have been a
cadet, not even as a Sentinel. Why | have been a little out of fix the last encampment but | magnified my
troubles, & now am ready to laugh at my own dejection. If the true state of my mind was known, there would
have been found there but very few thoughts in favor of resigning. It was a sort of expediency, a ruse, if you
please, to bring the officers to terms if necessary, that my father’s written consent to a resignation was to be
obtained. | knew that the officers would never let me leave on the plea of not having justice done me. | knew
that if | should tender my resignation that the causes would be investigated, but this did not become necessary.
You are right, | would not yield to difficulties, unless my reason showed me that those difficulties were
insurmountable.

| will tell you of a young man in this Corps. His name is Otis. | forgot where from. There is not one individual in
the whole Corps who ever speaks to him. He has no word of sympathy, is never admitted into the sports &
recreations of others. Nobody lives with him, nobody visits him. Solitary in the midst of 200 social beings, he is
never cheered by one friendly glance, excepting when he makes friends of some plebe who very soon meets
him with a peculiarly cold & distant look. This is what is called, “being cut.” “Cut by the Corps”. This young man
two years ago is said to have been detected in “making an improper use of the vicinity of his neighbors
tent”while in camp. | don’t know that he has been guilty of an improper action since: “He is cut.”

None dare to risk themselves in society of such notoriety. Few ever ask why he is “cut”’, few care. The fact is
enough. Several others are in much the same predicament. The state of things lasts, follows a man into the
Army through life. It has and must have of course a degrading effect upon the man, unless he has more than
ordinary force of character. If he has, he may hold up his head cut his way to the right and to the left and
redeem the lost reputation. Mr. Otis’ character is gone. They say he denied the act attributed to him & that he
lied in doing so. That he is mean-spirited, no particle of a man. He is over 6 feet tall, well-made, with a good
natural open countenance. He looks kind of forsaken, but not bitter as | should look.

Do you wonder then that | would feel a little chagrined when | saw friend after friend drop off; when a young
man hardly dared to be seen in my society, for fear of his own reputation. When at the dance, if | would go to it |
put a damper upon the sport, when young men of the highest families in the Union would not sit at the table with
me, when | began to meet coldness in every look. Was | a criminal? No! But this treatment began to make me
feel like one. Well, | set my wits to work. The question with me was: will it be for my ultimate good to remain?
Was | strong enough for all this? Yes! & ten times more could not make me swerve from a steady, straight
forward course. | bore everything, every implied insult, every hint, every slander, with a little impatience
sometimes, but generally with apparent carelessness. It began to take a turn, the furlough class came back
treated me as a friend, a gentleman, an equal. Those from Maine, always have stood for me pointed out the
folly of the accusations preferred against me. In fine | now get along as pleasantly as any one, there being
about 20 whom | never speak to unless on duty. This perhaps will explain away all that strange mystery, which



seemed to rack your brain.

| very often write to you about things which | think | have previously explained to you when in reality, the
subjects have been treated of in letters to mother. Now let the subject drop. Be assured | will come out right, or
if I should ever find the Army too hot, why | know where to find friends, friends too, who will not be blown away
by a breath of vile slang, who will not fear to give me their sympathy & their counsel, because my star of
popularity is waning.

You have got into College - good! When you return be sure & give my respects to Professors Goodwin,
Packard, Upham & Boody. If the President should stop you & ask about your brother, tell him he is well & doing
well. They will be likely to inquire for me, in order to make themselves sociable with you. Prof. Upham likes to
talk with a young man about his father, mother & brothers if he knows them. He took me one day in the senior
recitation room & talked with me about my coming here. He gave me much good counsel which | have not
forgotten. | have a peculiar reverence for my old instructors, which seems to increase as the time | was with
them grows more distant. Prof. Cleveland in particular, with his age, his sprightlyness, his natural dignity
combined with his clear ideas, will always dwell in my remembrances as the model of a man; | care not for the
often repeated fish stories about him.

Now, my dear brother. You are about to enter upon a life, a little different from your previous life as a student.
You will be continually obliged to be on your guard. | don’t mean to lecture you, or advise you to avoid drinking,
gambiling, rioting &c. &c. the peculiar bad habits of college life, for | know you have got wit & principle enough to
preserve you from those extremes of vice. But while you are a freshman promise me or promise yourself not to
get angry at every little word, which is not intended for you but against your position. Bridal that little tongue, till
you get to be “cock of the roost” when you can say & do with impunity. | really want you to do well, to stand
high. To do it of course you must be industrious. You need not follow my example in regard to secret societies,
though | think it is best in the end to be a neutral. After you return and get easily settled in your room you must
write me, telling me with whom you are rooming &c. &c.

When you wish to know any thing about my experience there, so that you may act accordingly, avoiding my
blunders or patterning from my success be sure & write me. Above all Rowland take a steady independent &
upright course then you will not only have the respect of your classmates in the end, but the respect of your
professors and this hereafter if not in College will be of more advantage to you than you may imagine now. In
money matters | know you are more naturally prudent than I. It is my opinion that | might be over one hundred
dollars better off now, had | exercised a little more care.

I am glad you part with Mr. Jewett with as high an opinion of him; for | believe him far above the medium of
young men. His talents are superior but they do not by any means equal his strength of character. This letter is
the secret of his success in every position he is called to occupy &’tis what gives people confidence in him. |
have often coveted that natural independent spirit which guides him quietly & steadily on. But it is not in me. |
shrink from boldly contesting my rights, till | have nearly lost my footing, then late | have to redouble my
energies to gain the place that | should have gained with little effort, had | been at first more independent & less
timid.

The wall-layers say it is easy to place the heavy binders if you go to work aright. | was ere known to go to work
about it the hardest way & by pure force make up for want of care & skill. So be it. Each man will have his
peculiarities.

Give my love to Dellie. Let him write, never mind the looks or the spelling accuracy comes with age. My love to
Charlie too. | have not received a letter from him for an age almost.

The Professors (a la West Point) are now transferring & arranging the plebe class. Mr. Littlefield was transferred
to the lowest section. He has no education & | fear is now too old to learn. | have helped him some, but | think it
useless - he must be found. He is not so smart & energetic as Browne with whom | am living in a new nice
room, as pleasantly situated as a room could be. The latter studies very hard & is doing very well. | have made
out pretty well but must do better. Write soon. Give my respects to Kendall. He always means well, of coarse
material & unprepossessing & has a good heart. Remember me to all the old friends who inquire for me at B.C.

Now wishing you good health, good courage, | bid you good bye.

Otis



80 10/26/1851 From: QOtis [OO Howard] To: Mr. R.B. Howard

RBH-044 West Point N.Y. Bowd. College

. Maine
Source: Bowdoin

West Point N.Y. Oct. 26, 1851
Dear brother,

| have at last found time to write you, but | feel remarkably dull & fear my letter will partake of my spirit. |
received your letter a day or two ago, and | am glad to find from it that you are doing so well at Bowdoin. | am
really anxious for you to take a high stand there. This last week | have had a visit from Mr. And Mrs. Sargent &
also from Dr. Lord. They happened here the same day. Frank & his lady were on their way to N. York & the Dr.
Was bound for some town in this state towards Buffalo - | don’t recollect the name. | was fortunate enough to
get excused from recitations & military duty the most of the time that they were here.

Warren returned from Maine the week before, brought me a piece of Lydia Turner’s | should say perhaps Mrs.
Brown’s wedding cake. If she could get a husband at her time of life what young lady need despair.

Charlie sent me his miniature. It is either not well taken or Charlie has grown old very fast. | can’t make it look
very natural but you needn’t write so to him or mother, for he is sensitive you know. | can’t conceive how you
could get a better one than the one you sent me. | would judge that you dress a little neater about the neck or
as mother used to say have a little more ambition about your dress & your person than when we used to be
slovens together.

Sarah says you have grown taller. I'm sorry to hear you speak in such style of your cousins. William you know is
reserved towards everybody, but | never knew Maria to be so. | am sure they like you. Silas spoke very little of
his exploits “about town” while here. Probably for two reasons one is that he knows that he would not find me
much interested in such bostings & recitals, another that he was too much taken up with the place to think about
his past high times. You're mistaken if you think Silas is possessed of bad principles. The truth is he has none
at all, neither good nor bad. He is governed by his companions entirely, and seems to be too susceptible of
influences from all quarters. These goodhearted men who have no strength of character, who are incapable of
forming any resolutions by which they can abide are like the ship at sea without any rudder. They may not run
aground, but in all probability they will. Silas will never make much of a man of course, yet | am in hopes he will
be kept in check by his good friends & not become an unprincipled rake like his father.

You mustn’t take up with all the tales they tell you about the professors, believing them implicitly. Now | don’t
believe half they say about Prof Upham, that he fibs, tries to catch men by leading them off their guard, &c. &.
He has a peculiar way of talking with you on any subject. He would be very likely to introduce it by telling you
that he knew your father & mother, or your brother. | never believed these introductory speeches had any
particular object in view. You need not fear his pumping you. He is certainly the most lenient man at heart of all
the professors. He has interceded for many young men & procured their release from many a hard sentence.
Taking his writings & what | can remember of his character from observation, into the account, | conceive him to
be an upright & liberal minded man.

Give my respects to Kendall, Joe Howard, &c, &c. tell any who inquire for Stevens or Webb that they are in
good health and spirits after a glorious furlough & a high time.

Lizzie wrote me that she was disappointed in not going to the wedding. Sarah says she looks in fine health &
spirits now.

You must write me where you room, and with whom you are living. | believe you did not tell me about your
avowal of independence to Thomas, how was it did you have difficulty? | am studying very hard, get no time to
write letters, and doing well in every thing but drawing. | do pretty well in that branch, but others do infinitely
better.

They say Aunt Aurelia has been spitting blood. Everett has thrown William and Mary Ann on the town. The
railroad is rather up a stump, the overseers in rather hot water & the subscribers mighty stubborn. The doctor
gone, & Lydia Turner married gives the climax to the important news from the place of our nativity. Study hard &



write often - is the best piece of advice | have for you.

Your affectionate brother
0. O. Howard

[Envelope]

Mr. R.B. Howard

Bowd. College

Maine

[Postmark] WEST POINT N.Y. 26 OCT 3



81 12/14/1851 From: O.0O. Howard To: Mr. Rowland B Howard

RBH-045 West Point N.Y. Cape Elizabeth (via Portland)

. Maine
Source: Bowdoin

West Point N.Y. Dec. 14th, 1851
Dear brother,

| have already written five letters since yesterday noon, but since you are so poorly off, as regards the comforts
of life, | will try and fill another sheet. You have got a large, and | fear a hard school before you, but the only real
unpleasant thing that | see is that bad cough. Get rid of it if possible, for the incessant talking, which falls to
every School-Master's lot, irritates the lungs, as much as is consistent with health, without adding thereto a bad
cough.

I was in hopes you were situated nearer Portland, for | know it would be very pleasant for you to spend the
Sabbath with Mrs. Waite, Lizzie & Peleg. It would seem almost like going home & the winter would glide away
more swiftly. | would like to drop in upon you this winter after you get well “under weigh”, but it is not possible.
You must pay as little attention to the gossip as you can, even though it be flattering. If you could keep my stand
for me here, it would be almost a pleasure for me to keep your school. | might foot it into Portland occasionally,
but you know that | let neither passion nor pleasure conflict with duty. | might not do as well as you can now in
the way of government, for | should expect, in accordance with West Point principles, implicit obedience.

When | return home | shall be most likely to go to Brunswick after you, or have you meet me in Portland. We will
decide that when the time comes round.

| fear | shall not stand among “the fives” this year, for | am now 41st in Drawing, and am likely to lose the head
in Mathematics. But never mind all this, we will come out right side up yet

| had a letter from Dr. Lord a day or two since. He has established himself in the town of Lancaster, this state,
near Buffalo, has a fine situation & excellent prospects. | think Dr. Lord more than an ordinary young man, but
he appears unconscious of his own merit. If he continues to observe, think and study, with his wonted care &

tact, he must certainly make a scientific man, whether anybody knows it or not.

You say you are boarding at a public house. Is it sufficiently retired & still to suit your studious habits? Are there
any children, young man or young ladies at your boarding place? Lizzie will be much disappointed if you do not
go into Portland occasionally, for she counted much upon your going to Cape Elizabeth to teach. You can walk-
in sometimes if your health is good, or get aboard of some old “codger’s” cart, or have you got to be proud?
Yes, you must be frugal if you wish to clear anything. Try not to dislike teaching too much. Make it as easy as
you can, by making yourself happy in your work. One can go to the school room every day, feeling that his
school is a bore, or he can, begin his day’s work with a cheerful heart and then when he gets weary, there is not
added to his weariness, discouragement, disgust, heart, sickness. As bad as | used to fancy | disliked school
teaching, | usually entered upon my task cheerfully and threw my whole soul into my work. But no matter about
this subject, you are a School-Master yourself, & do not lack in tact or judgment.

Do you know how Uncle Henry is thriving at Portland? | wrote him once & have [not] received an answer. My
correspondence is already too extensive. | don’t dare to increase it, for fear that my friends will not any of them
get a letter from me at all. Mr. Butterfield, who graduated in William’s class, wrote me a letter from Orono Me,
said he had a young man, a scholar, who is to enter here next fall, and wished to know what studies he must be
proficient in. To answer this took a little more from my corresponding time. | have tried, but | can scarcely get off
a letter on any other days excepting Saturday & Sunday. Mr. Littlefield, the Hon. Mr. Littlefield’s son has
resigned and is on his way home. He may go to see you, but | think he will not stop in Portland long enough.
January is most here, that time so much dreaded by plebes.

Good bye. Good luck to you, take care of your health & write as often as you can. If Lizzie can get a horse &
sleigh, perhaps she will be after you, | will not object.

Your affectionate brother
0.0. Howard



[Envelope]

Mr. Rowland B Howard

Cape Elizabeth (via Portland)

Maine

[Postmark] WEST POINT N.Y. [paid]3 DEC 15



82 2/1/1852 From: O.0. Howard To: Dear Brother [RB
Howard]

RBH-046 West Point

Source: Bowdoin

West Point February 1st, 1852
Dear Brother,

Have | really neglected you a long time? How comes on your poor health. You were convalescent, write next,
well! You do not return to college till the 14th of this month | believe, so | shall have to direct to you to Leeds.
Leeds! You don’t know how a body longs to see his home, his native place! Nor will you know till you have been
obliged to visit it for two long years only in dreams.

But we have begun the second month of the new year - four months more of solid study will bring me near, very
near my home. This past week | have studied your miniature. It flashed upon me that you were a very good-
looking boy, discovering more than ordinary intelligence, & particularly that you were my brother. Are you
flattered? You need not be, for while | was with you daily | never once dreamed that you were handsome, and a
man need not feel elated because he is told that he looks intelligent, for the countenance | find very often
deceives the man of but common observance.

Charlie would like to be praised, but | will not undertake, lest he feel flattered being like me very susceptible of
the delusive spirit of sweet words. To us brothers, “looks” should be nothing, talents nothing. They should not
be allowed to enter a moment into our estimate of each other. “You are my brother”! “He is my brother!” And
such terms trusty consists the measure of our esteem & affection. The word brother is simple & significant, and
like the word mother should ever awaken gentle thoughts & tender reminiscences. | have not got my mother’s
miniature. | don’t know why | have neglected to ask for it, but | must have one when | go home on furlough.

My class has now completed mathematical drawing & commences Church’s Calculus tomorrow. Again comes
“boning” as the Cadet calls hard study. This verb “to bone” is a very sententious expression & of various
application at West Point. When the Cadet pinches himself, goes thread bare, with holes in his stockings, &
rents in his shirts, in order to lay by money for furlough, he is said “to bone furlough”. If he keeps his trimmings
bright & polished, his “pompon” (little black plume, sort of) slick, his shoes shining & his coat nice, he is “boning’
office - a corporalcy, Sergeantcy, lieutenancy according to which he may be eligible. If he curries favor, he is
“boning”it; if he is very smiling, affable & over-obliging he is “boning popularity” &c.

Another very significant word is the verb “to hive”. A Cadet is “hived” when he is discovered by a reporting
officer in the act of violating any rule or regulation of the Institution, that is, when he lays himself liable to a
report. Thus, two young men who got a Cadet officer to excuse them at roll-calls, & see that they were not
“hived” absent, in order to “River it” to New York on New Year’s day, were hived in New York City by an officer
from West Point; and are now in arrest waiting for their trial by Court-Martial, whilst a few other wild birds who
accompanied them were not hived, but only suspected. Again if the Cadet gets asked the question in the
section room that he cannot answer, he is said to be hived.

One of the most common reports is that of visiting. Several cadets are hived visiting in rooms not their own
everyday. We cannot visit each other during call to quarters, that is are not allowed to do so, and if you visit
across a Sentinel’s post with the consent of the Sentinel, you must perform four extra tours of guard duty & the
Sentinel six. If without his knowledge you perform the whole eight and the Sentinel gets reported for want of
vigilance. | visit every day in my immediate vicinity, but have never got hived visiting, or reported for letting a
person visit on my Post when Sentinel. | attribute it mainly to good luck. | am pretty careful about venturing out
when there is any danger of an inspection. The novice gets “hived” at every step, but the old Cadet becomes
wary & keen. He knows every crook & turn, can distinguish the step of an Army officer, and knows the peculiar
rattle of the sword of the Officer of the Day, and hides his pipe, or runs to his room & becomes instantly deeply
& seriously engaged in his studies. | have now given you a partial idea of two important idiomatic expressions in
our West Point vocabulary - “to bone” & to hive - in order to prepare you to understand my language when | get
home.

| have been reading Irving’s life of Mahomet yesterday & to day & could hardly make up my mind to leave it to



write you this. | had formed a very different idea of Mahomet, than the prophet there set forth. | did not know
that he conformed his doctrines & his conduct at the outset so nearly to those of Christ, that he believed in one
God & only one God and rejected all Idolatry. From his history one would conclude that he himself was a
sincere believer in his own doctrines, that a peculiar disease had at times taken all bounds from his imagination
& that, like Vandenberg, in dreams and trances, he fancied his own thoughts, revelations from God. It seems
too that his followers, Moslem writers, have ascribed to him more than he ever claimed, since he never claimed
to be anything but a prophet from God & his only miracle the Koran.

His character however was inconsistent. He ceased to emulate the character & doctrine of our Savior as soon
as power took the place of persecution; and though a much better & much greater man than my former
knowledge would give him the credit to be, yet he let a worldly & kingly ambition enter his heart; and permitted
the sword to take the place of those mild precepts which he at first promulgated, and which it would be well for
many Christians to emulate. Who knows but | may become Moslem? There is a little too much of genuine
unregenerate human nature in the character of Mohomet under the most flattering point of view for carrying
conviction to my mind.

Never mind talking about Mahomet. | only wrote of him because his life is now fresh in my mind. Give my love to
all. Tattoo is beating.

Your affectionate brother
0.0. Howard

| haven’t time to read this over & make the necessary corrections. | will leave this task to you. My health &
courage are good. How are yours? Every thing goes on well here & will if | can only rise a few files in Drawing.

Good night. Yours affectionately
0.0.H.



83 2/27/1852 From: O.0O. Howard To: Mr. R.B. Howard

RBH-047 West Point N.Y. South Leeds

. Maine
Source: Bowdoin

West Point N.Y February 27 1852
Dear brother,

| intended to have written you a letter last Saturday. In that case you would have received one either Tuesday
last or tomorrow; but Mr. Browne had a brother & cousin here that day, which caused me to put off my letter for
a day or two. To day | received yours & mother’s letter. | am sorry still to find you so poorly. | don’t know what to
make of your iliness. Just as quick as it is possible for you to go out without danger from the cold, you must
make it a point to take all the exercise you possibly can. Don’t for mercy’s sake! Let a want of energy & proper
exertion sap your entire strength. | think mother’s idea of frequent bathing & rubbing far from being a whimsical
experiment. | know that. That means kept Peleg from taking new colds & thus renewing the inflammation of his
lungs; & that it added tenfold in a very short time to his health & strength. You must have sealed your letter with
a double wafer, for it (the letter) was broken open, the wafer apparently being split when | took it from the office.
Probably there was no money enclosed, therefore no great loss.

Addison did not visit me & the reason may have been that | did not express any very urgent request in any of
my letters that he may have seen to that effect. The reason is this, that | can offer but poor hospitality to a friend
here at all & especially is that the case at this time of year. | could spend but little time with him, & unless he
might be in love with rugged scenery, the Point now offers comparatively few attractions of any kind to the
visitor.

Dexter A Hawkins, who graduated two years before me at Bowdoin, was here day before yesterday. | went
about with him a little. He being thoroughly versed in erudition & well acquainted with the minutest details of our
Country’s history, took much interest & pleasure in searching out the places of which he had read. He visited all
the forts, redoubts, batteries, monuments &. Saw everything with his big eyes in an incredibly short time. He
has a classmate here, Mr. Ives, in our present first-class, one of the prettiest, smartest & finest young men of
the class. He took Hawkins to the laboratory, where mother went with Langdon, to see some of the relics of
antiquity, and the more recent prizes of Mexico.

You will see by the next monthly report that my demerit are again on the increase. Lieut. Jones, “old Ruin”,
returned from his furlough, had a fit of sickness, from which | am sorry to say many cadets expressed a hope
that he never would recover & now comes forth as well as ever & 10 times more military. He reported me about
as soon as he got his head out of doors; although | had crept up & down stairs on tiptoe for a month for fear of
disturbing him or aggravating his fever. He seems to be my evil genius. | have now about 50 demerit. It will take
100 more to deprive me of a furlough. Lazelle one of my former roommates has been deprived of his furlough
for being caught playing cards. They can’t deprive me of furlough any way, because | will go, if | cannot go
unconditionally, | can go conditionally: i.e. on a pinch | can leave West Point & the hopes of a Lieutenancy “for
good.”

Your language about the division of the town | did not precisely understand; though | could appreciate your
remarks upon the eloquence of our quondam cousin Lloyd Gould. You nor mother said much of Roland’s
sickness or of the causes of his fever. Does Roland think or say much of California now? It has been quite a
long time since | have seen him; perhaps we would hardly know each other, but then, he has some very
peculiar traits which three years could hardly efface. | think | would know him as quick as he would me. Give
him my best wishes for his speedy recovery, if he is not already well when this reaches him.

| am on guard & shall be obliged to walk post this evening, so that you must excuse me if | do not fill my letter
very full. Give my love to mother, father, Charlie & Dellie. Tell them | am waiting impatiently for time to speed
away that | may return to them. | am glad that Charlie seeks to improve so much & that Dellie is getting so wise.
Remember me particularly with Grandmother when you see her. Take every care of your own health. | shall not
cease to be uneasy till that is restored & you yourself reinstated in your class. | received a catalog from Mr. H.C.
Wood of Winthrop, requesting a register of this institution. | have not yet been able to procure one. His
handwriting resembled yours so much that | thought before | opened it that you had returned to College. The
second thought was that you had improved in writing. My health is very good. | fancy however | am growing old.



Mrs. Rundell says however, that our father appeared to her to be much older than | now do, when he first came
to N. York. But she was then a child & is now almost an old lady. My cousins above at Newburg, the Misses
Phillips, can’t manage to get sight of me, the wonderful child.

Write soon.

Yours affectionately
0. O. Howard

[Envelope]

Mr. R.B. Howard

South Leeds

Maine

[Postmark] WEST POINT N.Y. 2 MAR



84 3/19/1852 From: QOtis [O O Howard] To: Dear Brother [R.B.
Howard}

RBH-048 West Point N.Y.

Source: Bowdoin

West Point N.Y. March 19th, 1852.
Dear brother,

| have just mailed a letter to you, but as | have received one from you since & owing to an unusually easy
lesson in Calculus a few moments leisure is left me. | will be thus early in my reply. Mother may be a little
jealous, because | write you two letters, to her one; but you seem to be in a sort of disagreeable uncertainty
touching yourself; a state of mind seems to possess you, in which duty, inclination, pride, ill-health and perhaps
a superfluity of advice on the part of others, are all wrestling together & pulling you in different directions. You
ask my opinion & wish me to give it candidly; recollecting the difference in our natures, so as not to confound
the course which would be most advantageous to you, with that | would follow under similar circumstances.
Your brother will not advise you, but will look at matters a little with you, reason upon your situation & the duties
you owe yourself at this crisis, when each step is of importance, it may be of the highest importance to your
future career.

In the first place from your statement, | judge that you are totally unfit to pursue your studies now, especially is
this the case considering the additional labor of making up. Of course any wise man will place his health above
his education, for without the former the latter will be of little avail & is often but a curse. What then? Give up
acquiring the benefit which a college education might confer. No, unless you are contented to do so. A college
course is by no means essential (either in literature, in the pulpit or at the bar) to the highest degree of success.

But knowledge must come from some source. For you | know Nature has done much. Observation & reading
have done more perhaps; but you can never make the man | wish to see you, unless, by some means | don’t
care how, you can bring your intellect under your own control if | may so speak. Enthusiasm, spirit & a confident
bearing are inestimable qualities. They belong to the most brilliant orators, & procure for them perchance more
than half of their success. But the young man, without influence, just setting out upon his career in the law,
cannot trust to them. He must be able to think, & think systematically. He must be able to put his mind where he
may be called to do it, without consulting his fancy. He must certainly be able to apply himself & that
energetically.

All this you know. You are very proud, ambitious. If you are in College you blush at mediocrity. What would you
do in your profession in afterlife? Young men as gifted you will meet. Would you not feel it deeply, should you
find that an education had placed them a few steps ahead of you when you felt conscious that they could not
otherwise have risen above you

All this you know. You know that mere reading furnishes you with facts & with statistics, but that the
understanding wants training, before it can combine them & reproduce them forcibly & advantageously.
Reading gives polish rather than power; you need the depth, the bottom, on which you can calmly rely under all
emergencies.

Now as | said it matters little how, or where, you purchase your armor. It would be the height of folly to think that
you can live always in honor, without ever sacrificing pride to your true & real interest. This you must do: “obey
that you may command” is our military rule. Strive to suffer crosses for a time & you will soon rise above them.

But to the point. What is the object of going to another college? Will it make your tasks easier? Will you have
more friends? More respect, more privileges than at Bowdoin? Think of it. Take pride away, stomp on it if it
troubles you. You can begin with another class just where you left off. In a new class it is true, but what of that?
Peleg, like you, lost a year. Many & many a young man has been subjected to the same misfortune.

Brown University | know nothing of. Harvard & Yale are too costly & you would gain nothing in point of
education in either in preference to Bowdoin. You can study somewhat during this year. You know the studies
pursued & you can with very little exertion prepare yourself to take a fair stand in another class & do it too
without being obliged to overtask yourself.



Here then is my opinion, that if you feel desirous of taking a degree at College, the best way is to lay by quietly,
study without over tasking yourself till another year comes around. Then return if you are well & strong &
resume your studies at Bowdoin. Let me know if this is not your honest conviction respecting the matter. If not
tell me why.

You are mistaken about the radical change in the estimate of worth at College since | was there. The superior
scholar would even then emerge from insignificancy, & attain the universal respect, if not always the smiles, of
his fellow-students. Would you be popular? Popularity at College | believe a curse. Extreme unpopularity is,
though not as dangerous, certainly very undesirable. But, my brother, do your best, do right, let what will come
& fear not for the consequence. | don’t mean to rehearse to you idle maxims, only those principles which you & |
must plant at the foundation of the moral & intellectual structure which we purpose to build. These we must
cherish. One of mine is to fix my standard ahead & employ every proper means to attain to it. You have your
standard probably, or at least a certain desire for some definite good, for the acquirement of which you are
ready to make every effort.

If you have such a standard, | hope it is some ways ahead. When a young man says first | will get a college
education, without other aim or object, never looking beyond, except to dream of the glowing, luscious fruits,
that he will pluck in the beautiful world; he will find himself, it is more than probable, full of indecision or wild
ogling fancies. | like to see a young man like Dexter Hawkins, with a definite course marked out, which, if
Heaven permits he will pursue to the end. Jewett too has his life-time fixed in a frame-work, penciled in outline;
the design is in his brain, & time & labor are to perfect the picture. These young men have faults, & perhaps are
even censurable for their confident, self-complacent airs, but we feel sure that they will make men & men of the
first stamp. But good bye this theme.

| read Charlie’s letter with pleasure. He is ingenious & | hope always will be so. | like to read his simple narration
of facts, ordinary events. You can’t think how it throws an interest into a letter, when it comes from home, for the
writer to enter into detail upon all that is transpiring around him. Charlie tells me of the horses, the cows, his
work &c. Encourage him to write thus.

Give my love to grandmother, if she is with you, tell her | shall certainly visit her on furlough & | wouldn’t wonder
if Lizzie accompanied me. Give my love again to all. Tell father not to work too hard, for he is getting to be an
old man, or will hasten the period, when we shall call him an aged man, if he continues to work so hard as
Charlie says he does. | shall write to mother tomorrow or next day.

It is after taps as you may suppose. My quilt serves as a thick curtain, my ear as a safeguard! | could be in bed
in no time did | hear the least sound. Good night. Write soon. & Do not let my opinions at all restrict your free
action, for | am as liable to errors in judging of probabilities as any other. You must think, decide & act & your
brother will aid you all in his power.

Yrs -Otis



85 5/30/1852 From: QOtis [O O Howard] To: Dear Brother [R.B.
Howard}

RBH-049 West Point N.Y. South Leeds

. Maine
Source: Bowdoin

West Point N.Y. May 30, 1852.
Dear brother,

| presume you begin to grow tired of waiting for a letter. Yet you need not be impatient for there is one
forthcoming, so soon as West Point &c is written; for | believe you & | always have a sufficient amount of “gas”
secreted in our pens, to make them fill the sheet that is placed under them, at any & all times, under any & all
circumstances. But Mr. Rowland, you should not banter me on having a gossiping correspondence, for |
disclaim the honor most essentially. The gossip that | repeated to you came from a different source than you as
before fancied. Know now that my correspondence, rank higher than “gossips”.

Our examination commences Tuesday next. When you get this | will have been already examined in
Mathematics. That wondrous course, which is foolishly supposed to test the young man’s abilities will have
been completed by your humble servant. | have the best mark in that branch in the class & have the advantage
of being already at the head. Therefore if | do well | will remain where | am, but since | am but two tenths ahead,
a failure on examination would set me a going down.

| have now all told 70 demerit, a goodly amount is it not for one who had 0 demerit last year? | have striven
twice as hard this year not to get demerit, but it was of no use. All the good resolutions, all the precautionary
measures that | have taken, have been rendered null. Never mind. Standing does not make a man, nor does
the loss of a few files by demerit subtract from his knowledge or intelligence. My heart is not set upon it, though
| may take a little pride in being first in my class. Few in the long run take the “ups & downs” of life with a cooler
or more philosophic spirit than |. You think perhaps that | fret & worry myself over these little matters. | used to,
but | found that my nonsense got no sympathy & quit it. | can now regret a folly, brooke a disappointment or
undergo a misfortune with a stoical silence. This result in my impatient constitution has been effected by
discipline. Good! How wise we are getting. Still methinks you will find your brother the same old sixpence,
brightened or tarnished, as you please, by various handling.

Lizzie wrote me you were in Portland, said you looked so much as | used to when | was in College that she had
to stop & think before she spoke to you when you came to the door. Good again, or as the Frenchman says Eh!
Bien! How much you must have improved! | fear you must be now the best looking man of the two. | console my
vanity by the remembrance of former days when | was young. Mother says | was once a pretty boy.

I had a letter from Frank Sargent, Sarah’s husband the other day. He writes me that his business has been
almost as good as nothing, that Addison has made him a tempting offer to induce him to set out for California
very soon. He had not determined to go. Sarah wrote in the same letter that she feared he would go, did not
fancy the idea, but she did not know but it was for the best. It seems to me | would exert myself very much to
get business nearer home before | would leave a young wife so soon after marriage for the uncertainties of a
voyage to California.

Those young men at the Mess Hall, are sentenced to be confined to their rooms from the first day of June till the
battalion go into camp, walk post equipped as sentinels every Saturday afternoon from two o’clock until retreat -
between five & six hours, in the hot sun before the barracks, without relief or rest. Then to be confined within the
chain of sentinels in camp & walk post in addition to ordinary duty every Saturday till the 1st of July. Severe, is it
not? If you would shoulder father’s old blunderbuss that was carried by Washington George in the “Madawasky”
war, limiting your post by the bars near the bee-house & the road, where the post-box used to stand, tramping
steadily with a heavy hat on your head for <> hours without speaking or stopping a moment, you could
appreciate the pleasure of this extra duty. Yet Cadets make nothing of it, a few oaths muttered now and then
against the oppression seem sufficient to sustain them. Some get so used to it, that they walk out in the evening
at release from Quarters for exercise after it.

| presume you will be looking for me between the twentieth and twenty fifth. | shall write home after my
examination in Math. Hoping you are all well, with my love to Dellie, mother, father, Roland & all, | will bid you



good night. | received mother’'s & Dellie’s letter with the money the most of which | deposited immediately. The
new Cadets are flocking in. | shall be detailed in a few days to instruct a section of them in the fundamental
branches of learning, being on that account excused from all military duty till | leave for furlough.

Good night. Your affectionate brother
Otis

[Envelope]

Mr. R. B. Howard

South Leeds

Maine

[Postmark] WEST POINT N. Y. 1 JUN 3.



86 9/4/1852 From: O. O. Howard To: Dear Brother [RB
Howard]

RBH-050 West Point N.Y.

Source: Bowdoin

West Point N.Y. Sept 4th, 1852.
Dear Brother,

| received your letter Thursday and was glad indeed to hear from you, though | had not been long from home.
You are right, that week after | left home did pass rapidly enough, especially the first part of it. | came back to
West Point rather reluctantly, but now | am back, I'm glad of it, for every week that passes brings me on to the
close of my term. | care less about rank than | used to, but since | have been away & seen a little of society & of
men abroad, | feel more than ever a desire to increase my stock of knowledge.

| have been doing pretty well this week - study does not come hard, though now & then thoughts of those | have
left behind, a sort of longing to have again the same respect, attention & kindness bestowed upon me that |
have had for the past few weeks, will make my open book become dim before me, and you need not be
surprised that the tears do sometimes start to my eyes when | think of the change. Yet it is all well. | am well
situated compared with what | might be. Of course every man has his hardships & his trials, and he is a man,
mathematically speaking, in the direct proportion that he nerves himself up to an effort sufficient to overcome
them. My lot has sometimes been hard, but now it is easy.

To tell you the truth my standing at the head of my class is of very little consequence, it serves to flatter my
vanity & to please my friends, but to graduate 1st subserves hardly any other purpose. If my object is to be a
Civil Engineer, supposing | had an equal amount of knowledge to graduate lower, to stand 1st would do me little
good. If | wished to remain in the Army, promotion is so slow in the Engineers, that it would be better that |
should be in the Artillery. And again an officer in the Artillery can get a post at West Point as instructor or
assistant professor as readily & often more so than an officer of the Engineers. So you see | have a little
common sense to console me if | fail to stand as high as | have wished. It is best to be prepared with a little
sound philosophy in your head to counteract at all times the effect of these little failures & disappointments.

Mother spoke in the few lines that she wrote of my afflictions, which | term Job’s afflictions. Well, |, with violent
intent, stopt those two that were making their appearance when | started from home, for | did not want the
plague of the things while traveling but last Tuesday a new one began to come, in a new place, and | have been
quite lame with it as it was on my leg. | have however been the gainer to a degree, to compensate for all the
pain that | have suffered, for I've been excused from drills, dress parades, marching, & writing till today when it
broke, and it being Saturday | do not have to go to drills. My health has otherwise been excellent. | prescribed
for myself Sulfur & Cream of Tartar, but | believe they have sent me clear Sulfur. | have to take it in water, in
which it does not dissolve very well, so that it makes queer medicine.

Gen. Scott was here yesterday, and our class fired a salute of 15 guns. He did not get any more than his rank
entitles him to, though he be a candidate for the Presidency. | did not see him for | was not at the firing of the
salute.

| have not seen Warren to speak with him since my return for Capt. Alden has keep me in confinement ever
since. You know | presume that all we mean by confinement is that one under this punishment must keep his
room except when on duty. A breach of confinement is 8 or 10 demerit & a very grave offense. So all | have to
do is to keep my room. This does not trouble me much, for | can find as much to interest me here as elsewhere.
Capt. Alden has really no right to keep me in confinement, for no official notice has been taken of my offense,
but | keep pretty still in hopes that he will by & by let me off without giving me any demerit. | might complain of
him to Col. Lee, but | reckon it would not be good policy. Col. Lee the father of my class-mate is now the
superintendent, as | believe | told you in mother’s letter.

I have not heard from Charlie yet. You have already been to Commencement | shall expect a good long
account of the proceedings, a description of the Generous Pierce, one of my Alumni brethren. How does
mother do since | left? Give her my love. If she could make it so as to come & visit me next summer, nothing
would give me more pleasure, but | thought that considering the many calls upon her for money that it might be



asking too much. Lizzie says she will come, and perhaps her mother & wants to know if you will not go too.

| found a good long letter here from her when | arrived which was very acceptable | assure you. Give my love to
all. Tell me what you intend to do, if you have given up going to Kents Hill. | felt bad about leaving you without
bidding you goodbye, but perhaps it was the easiest way of getting off. Take good care not to catch cold. | do
really take an interest in these approaching state elections. My Advertiser has not come this week. | found lots
of documents & all my old Advertisers at the Post Office when | returned. | had already read the most of the
latter at home. We are having beautiful weather & have had since that long storm, that met me on my arrival &
rendered my first Camp tour of Guard duty so very agreeable.

Mr. Rundell says that he draws 65 dollars per month, and he is in the infantry, so rations & all the pay put
together for the second Lieutenant in the infantry amount to sixty five dollars per month. Tell father if he looks in
the proper place of the Army Register, he can find the pay, the amount of rations & the total amount for an
officer of any rank.

We now have to go to drawing everyday & draw two hours, from 2 till 4 o’clock, and if my duty is tiresome this is
especially to the young man who has after experience discovered his want of talent for the fine arts. | am now
drawing a cottage scene & feel quite interested in my work. | hope | shall get a letter & a paper today at noon,
for | am as yet a little homesick, these things are more than ever agreeable.

If you saw Lizzie at Commencement tell me about her, how she looked & seemed & what she had to say. She
managed to keep pretty cheerful before | left and | was glad. Again remember me to all the family, to Aunt
Lucretia’s family, one & all & to all my friends at Leeds. Especially to the one with whom you seem to like to sing
Sunday evenings. Ask mother to write me as soon as she can find time. Goodbye from

Your affectionate brother
0. O. Howard



87 11/10/1852 From: QOtis [O O Howard] To: Mr. Rowland B. Howard

RBH-051 West Point N.Y. South Leeds

. Maine
Source: Bowdoin

West Point N. Y. Nov 10, 1852
Dear Brother

| received your triple letter the latter part of last week, and was exceedingly glad to find that Charlie was able to
write. This letter should be written to him, but Lizzie wrote me that he was expected in Portland about this time,
so that if he happened to be there it would be better to write him the next one that he may have it fresher when
he gets home. Since you are such a politician | presume you are wearing rather a long face. Whigs are rather
badly defeated at this Presidential election, worse than could possibly have been expected by any previous to
trial. Did you ever know of such a fall as we have had before this?

My birth-day generally comes on a colder day than it did this year. | can hardly realize that | have passed the
age of 21 forever. Yet such is the fact, and though | have passed the age of boyhood & youth and have reached
the period where one is expected to be a man, | believe myself just as much of a boy as | was six years ago.
You too are getting on in years, 18 & over. What grand farmers we able bodied young men could now make,
had you been less lazy & | less ambitious.

Don’t you wish we were settled down, living quietly & happily, as prosperous young farmers, enough to eat &
drink & where, respected by our neighbors for our virtues & our industry, and particularly eligible to the smiles of
the blooming, marriageable fair ones. Supposing you wanted to get married you would have somewhere to put
your wife. You wouldn’t have to live on your neighbors errors & quarrels, like the lawyer, or like the literary man
taxing your poor brain instead of your right arm for bread. But after all, everything considered, we are well off as
we are. It is a difficult matter to curb a restless spirit. With an education, though we may not contribute much to
our own personal comfort, though the sum totum of our happiness may not be increased, yet we are better
enabled to do good; that is if we put our education to a proper use, if we let knowledge have its legitimate effect,
the circle of our influence will be much widened and thus we may have a better opportunity of carrying out our
nobler purposes, then if our sphere of action was narrow.

What are you doing nowadays? Reading perhaps, & if so what? | do not read much. | do not get time to do so. |
wish to read more, but my lessons must come first, and military duties are not to be got over anyway. After |
graduate & go to my station, provided it be in a civilized region as it probably will be, | will endeavor to read &
make a business of it. My health is now very good and | am getting on very well in everything. My standing for
last month says 2d in Mechanics, 5th in Chemistry & 11th in Drawing. Mr. Ruger was 1st in mechanics. It was
owing to my getting one or two bad marks. Mr. Lee was third. Mr. Ruger is going to give me a hard try & will
perhaps be put ahead of me in mechanics, since | seem to have the ill-luck to do badly when Prof. Bartlett
comes into the section room. He visits us about once a week & usually on Monday. | am not apt to have my
lesson well Monday morning since | never study Sunday, & | believe my instructors are beginning to discover
the fact. Week before last | got 2,6/10 Monday & the maximum every other day for the week. Last week | got 2,
4/10 on Monday & a max every other day. Last Monday, my birth day, | did better than on Mondays in general,
& probably got a max (three). But these details are of small moment, though of such little things is our life at
West Point made up. These little marks have a direct bearing upon our general standing & it becomes us to get
the best marks possible every day. You will perceive that | did not get any demerit last month. | got one, but
since | did not get any more according to the regulations it came off.

| hope you will be as fortunate every time you get run away with as you were the last time. We sometimes see
some pretty good runs here. But they do no damage since no carriage is behind the horse.

Give my love to all. Thank Dellie for writing me so long & so good a letter. He must try hard. | fancy Charlie is in
Portland, if not tell him he shall have a letter in a few days.

Write soon. While you are all at home, you can get me up a letter pretty often. Do not make them quite so heavy
as the last, or put on a double stamp, because as you say it is a dear loss to pay an extra five cents. | am much
obliged for the money you sent me, for it enabled me to settle my debts, have one dollar left & feel quite
independent once more. Do not tell anybody, but | keep that dollar hoarded up, in gold, in the bottom of my



watch pocket. Give my love to mother. | shall write her soon.

Yr affectionate brother
0. O. Howard

[Envelope]

Mr. Rowland B. Howard
South Leeds

Maine

[Postmark] [ too faint]



88 12/17/1852 From: QOtis [O O Howard] To: Dear Brother [RB
Howard]

RBH-053 West Point N.Y.

Source: Bowdoin

West Point N. Y. Dec 17, 1852
My dear brother,

| received your very good letter yesterday, and this is the first opportunity that | have found of answering it. | say
very good letter because | like the spirit of brotherly confidence in which you wrote. It may seem to you that |
have rather neglected you of late & perhaps with reason you may say it. When you were at home | gave you
your turn with Charlie & mother. | have not your convenient capacity of writing rapidly though you can bear me
witness that | do not take very much pains with the mechanical part of my letter. The truth is that | am a steady
but slow thinker. While you are away from home | will try to be a more faithful correspondent, because as you
say such things as letters are very acceptable to boys like us when away from our father’s fireside.

As | said I'm glad to have you express your thoughts, your secret thoughts to me, and if | return the favor, our
correspondence will tend to develop a reflection and perchance that desire or feeling which you say is lacking,
which prevents you from being a practical as well as a theoretical believer in those great, eternal truths of which
you speak. | am and always have been a sort of intellectual Christian, that is my intellect asserts to divine truth,
but my heart is not engaged, my affections do not affix themselves to that Savior, whose mediation, Christians
& the Bible tell us is our only safeguard. | have at times put in practice the various methods proposed by divines
for awakening an interest in my bosom concerning things that common sense tells us are of the first
consequence & of pressing urgency.

| read my Bible. | attempt to pray to my God & my Savior before | go to sleep each night. | try to do right, to
eschew evil thoughts, to forgive injuries but it's no use. Yes it is of use, | am a more cheerful, more contented
being, for exertions to do & to think and to feel right, must have a beneficial influence, but | mean | seem just as
far from the goal | would reach as when | set out. Where then is the remedy for this perfect indifference in a
matter of vital interest? The cause is here my heart is pre-engaged. | love those things which are at variance
with the principles that | would espouse.

| am ambitious of distinction. | love praise. But reflection tells me that my worst enemy is vanity which you know
accompanies selfishness or is the result of it. | am selfish when | look to Heaven for a blessing, and this same
vain & selfish spirit hinders that simple, genuine feeling of trust, which those should have who seek their Savior
to good purpose. In brief then | believe | never will be a Christian, till | am prepared to devote my whole soul to
the Service of my Father above, for while | mingle in common pursuits | have an ambition which is common to
us all, and this ambition generates an inordinate love for the fruits, which you are led to believe are the certain
rewards of the ambition of those who have become great.

How easy it is to understand this Scripture: “seek first the kingdom of God & his righteousness and all things
else shall be added unto you.” And yet you & | my brother are now very much disposed to seek everything else
first. You once said | wrote sermons sometimes for letters, and | fear this may proximate one. It is no use for me
to try to work myself up into a blind enthusiastic state, and wildly talk & wildly act. | believe common sense aided
& directed by Scripture truths, that is, conscientious common sense, should direct a man in seeking religion as
in all things else; so soon then as his faith has become strong, so soon as he has with decision & candor
devoted his heart & life to the service of his God, a retrograde is little to be feared. Strong excitement the terror
of an imagination, set on fire, by the depiction of the horrors of future punishment, is attended with little love,
hence when it subsides, we are surprised to find those who were ardent Christians know better than ourselves.

You & I, my brother, may be & undoubtedly are similarly circumstanced to those, who have acquired distinction
in state, in literature or in Science, our feelings & the influences at work upon us are what theirs were at our
age. Supposing we yield to these influences, supposing we let the love of eminence, and hence very naturally
the love of self, press us on & on, to gain ambitious ends, at the expense perhaps of unwearied exertion,
incessant toil. Would it be wonderful if our souls became absorbed in our occupation, if we gave little thought, &
consequently wrote & spoke very much less upon Religion? Would it be wonderful if we yielded to doubts &
skepticisms, since being practical Atheists it would become us to convince ourselves of the falsity of theoretical



religion?

But Daniel Webster was not such a man. Whatever may have been his conduct as a practical Christian, never
in all his writings, never in any of his speeches, have | found one sentiment that would reflect any dishonor upon
the religion of our country. He always seemed to me to have a firm belief in an overruling Providence & in the
truth of revelation. He was a great man. The God of Nature gifted him with many talents, hence it may be he will
have much to answer for, for his responsibility was great. In the private letters & journals of John Quincy Adams
may be found much to attest the truth of the Christian religion and he was no mean statesman. The purity of his
private life too gives one exception to your general rule. But as you say it is a lamentable fact that intellectual
men, those who are eminent in the departments of State, literature, the arts or Sciences for great power of mind
are too often either lukewarm Christians, or those who ridicule all things sacred.

Those doubts that you expressed were very natural, but | would not admit them because my common sense
would not let me admit them. | know there are Christians in the world. | know the Bible is true. | know
furthermore that | may become a Christian. It would be a beautiful feature in our lives to become Christians. Is it
possible to sacrifice pride, to become fully conscious of guiltiness to see clearly the purity of the Savior we
would apply to?

Suggest any subject you please, talk freely to me, with me you will never find ridicule, or the derisive smile that
chokes all confidence. You may always be open with me, and if my failings, my trials, my hopes & strong
desires may be of service or interest to you in the rehearsal, you may know them. The letter you directed is the
last that | have rec’d from home. There are many things that | would say, but my time is very limited. Duty here,
is you know not left to one’s own discretion. Remember me affectionately to Adams. He & | were always the
best of friends. He can tell you how very much we were together. Does Lizzie write you a good letter? If she
does not she does not use you so well as she does me. You have a fine place at Mrs. Frosts. | would like to live
with you this winter. | have to study a little too closely here. The examination is near. | continue to do pretty well
in my studies.

From your affectionate brother
Otis



89 1/14/1853 From: O.0O. Howard To: Dear Brother [RB
Howard]

RBH-054 West Point N.Y.

Source: Bowdoin

West Point N.Y. Jan. 14, 1853.
My dear brother

You may be wondering why | have not answered your letter before this, or rather why | have let so long a time
intervene between this and my last letter. You would have to be here at West Point during one of our long &
tedious examinations, to know how all absorbing they are to those who are to pass the ordeal. | am now entirely
through, finished today.

In Mechanics my luck was not very good. Each individual has to be called up twice in any study of the
Mathematical kind. On my demonstration at the board | did well, but on “Questions” after missing one | got into
a state of excitement as is my want, spoilt my recitation and as a consequence fell from the head. | came out
second. In Chemistry | did first rate today. The instructor gives you a subject thus: “take the subject of “Specific
heat” for instance.” You must take up the subject and discuss it in full till he tells you to take some other. We
have to take metals & gases, tell their constituents, the compounds from which they are derived, the substances
which precipitate them, all their properties & uses and their tests on the floor without assistance. A single gas
would give you little trouble. You might remember all this in detail, but when you come to take a book full of
them it becomes no easy matter to prepare yourself thus.

| would about as lief commit as many pages in the Latin Lexicon. But when | found | must get the subject thus |
set about it with a good will. But | have had to study harder & more hours than | ever have on any thing else
since | have been in the institution. It may seem strange to you, but they seem to have a peculiar propensity
here of making things easy to be understood hard. But | am glad of it, for | know Chemistry can be of little
practical benefit to a man, unless he has it in his head. Lil G had it thus by heart when we began, and never
has made most beautiful recitations. He is now ahead in Mechanics, & will be in Chemistry. | will probably be
among the first five.

In Drawing | have risen from thirty-five to fourteen, that is where my mark puts me. Our pieces have not as yet
been inspected by the Examining board. You see by this that there is little chance of my being ahead again, but
you may know, that this standing ahead is rather a game of chance. It is well known here that there is seldom
much more than a shadow of difference between the first four or five men in a class. Now in Mechanics there
were over six hundred pages, and had | happened to have been questioned anywhere else than where | was |
would now be first instead of second in that branch. But enough of myself.

You speak of violating the rules of epistolary writing. | did not know there were any such to be observed, or if
there are any, it would be stiff to observe them between brother & brother. You say you consider yourself &
doubtless your friends consider you a bundle of inconsistencies. This is a wrong & foolish fancy, but one into
which | fell during the first part of my College course. It arises in part from attempting to estimate your own
abilities before your talents are properly developed. You say very truly that it is easy to advise. You can tell
another what course to pursue, how to spend his time, &c. It is easier certainly to advise than to act, but it is
possible to act.

| can tell you how to remedy every defect you mention, not by preaching and giving moral lectures, which one
day you would resolve to heed & the next forget. Lay aside as your brother has done all this pondering over the
elements of your composition, this constant estimate of your natural abilities & defects, these futile attempts to
ascertain what you are fit for and what you are made for. Choose from the employments of men, a vocation
which you would like supposing yourself as capable as anybody. With this end constantly in view without
wavering labor for it.

You will say to yourself “this is possible for a mind constituted like yours but it does not apply to me.” | do not
believe it:-with a will, few young men failed to mould their characters to suit their purposes. Now is the time for
you to store up knowledge & you are doing it. Never mind the heterogeneous mass, it will some day come
straight. | would not dissuade self examination by any means, but this studying one’s capacity and measuring it



by comparison with other men. It only makes a young man unhappy, fearful of making a failure, fearful of setting
off from the shore, & filling him with dread of being wrecked if he is once in the open sea. | am comparatively
contented & happy when | strive to do right, and perform with a good will my present duty. | dislike to advise
you. | would rather not, but | have often had fears that you would not do justice to the mind which the God of
Nature has given you.

Once | feared that a partial success in getting the attention of others directed to your “early promise”, might tend
to render you superficial. Then | feared the very reaction which seems to be going on in your mind now. The
discovery of a want of system & regularity in the various materials that you have gathered into your head. |
never thought you would be vain or conceited, but that you would become averse to all, that cost exertion,
wrongly thinking that permanent success could be gained without it. | am at times filled with doubts &
forebodings. | have scarce money enough in the world to carry me to Washington & back. | do not know
whether to remain in the Army or not after graduating. If | attempt to fathom the future, it is dark. | know nothing
of the world. | could not buy a suit of clothes without getting cheated. | do not know how to keep or make
money. | have plenty of dry, useless abstractions in my head. Here | might go on till you might laugh heartily
over my simplicity; since you think me a man, because forsooth | speak boldly & full of hope, usually concerning
the present & future. Now | just say when | get to reflecting thus “here young man what are you about.” “Take
care of the present & let the future take care of itself.”

Lizzie scolds because you do not write her. She goes to school. | am expecting you to visit me next summer if
Providence will permit it. Remember me to Adams. He is an example of a man who*takes the world easy”. Ask
him if he is not going to get married before me. Tell him he must hurry for before the close of 1856 | hope to be
a married man.

| had a letter from home a short time since. All well.

Yr affectionate brother
0.0. Howard



90 2/7/1853 From: O.0. Howard To: Dear Brother [RB
Howard]

RBH-070 West Point

Source: Bowdoin

West Point Feb. 7, 1853.
Dear brother

| received your letter of the 29th ult. In good season, but will have to beg your pardon for a want of promptness
in answering it. | had been when | received yours, only one to Perley for some time, and so by "odd jobs" |
managed to make him out a full letter last week. | presume you laugh in your sleeve at all my poor apologies
and say "I know where your leisure time goes to" | have a particular time for writing those especial letters and |
allow nobody to encroach upon it. You will, being a sensible young man, readily acknowledge the necessity &
propriety of such a private arrangement with myself.

Nothing made me feel worse than the hint that you might not visit me next summer, for | had counted upon it
strongly & laid it by as a certainty. | do not think | can let you off. Certainly | will not take you from your studies,
but you will have vacations. Either of which you can spend by coming to see me. It is expensive it is true, but it
may not be made much so, and if you are moderately careful you will or may save more than enough to defray
your expenses between this & then, over and above what you might otherwise spend & think nothing of it. How
quickly | would let you have enough for that, if it was possible. It is difficult to conjecture, where In the wide
world you will be able to find me after | leave this place. Perhaps | am wrong to urge you to do what you would
do with the greatest pleasure if it becomes possible.

Yes, my playmate Melvin Howard has left us forever, and | believe with you that he is in a happier & better world
than this.

Methinks you had quite a nice time with Miss Patten, a ride to Bath and a sleigh-ride to Bowdoinham Village. |
have consulted with Lizzie about the propriety of telling Aurilla. Yes | would have liked a sleigh ride too, with a
pretty girl. | would want my pick, however. You see | never do such a common everyday thing as to step into a
sleigh - it is unmilitary.

We have some fun nowadays at riding "cutting heads." Without some explanation you might imagine that we
diverted ourselves in the sportive process of cutting off each other's heads, or perchance, that we hung
ourselves up by the legs on cross-polls, & slipped off cutting our heads on sharp stones. Oh, no! We do not
often enjoy that fun. Very seldom do we indulge in the pleasure even of throwing tumblers at each other's
plates. It is something that occurs in the regular line of duty, this cutting heads. Imagine two ranks of horsemen
mounted & drawn-up in battle array. Each rank facing the other in a large rectangular drill hall. You see six men
with soft heads made on purpose to be cut off, arranged at equal intervals round the hall. Two men start from
each outer flank with Sabers drawn, pass each other on the right, first a walk, then trot, then gallop. Go round
once till the horses get agoing at full speed. Then they each begin to cut off the heads of the stationary men
each on his own side. He cuts the head of the first by a front cut, the second by a right cut and the third by a
pierce which operation is called a tierce point. | have cut off every head yet and sent them rolling on the ground.
Now you must not imagine there is any blood spilt for there is not. The bodies of these stationary men are made
of wood, and the heads | reckon are bags of sand. Now you perceive these are the kind of heads to practice on,
and heaven preserve me from cutting off any others.

| did not understand what you meant by uncle Henry's last stroke, unless you meant his charging father with
telling of his offer of a thousand or two thousand dollars when in truth he ought not to have had a red cent. Is
there anything else remarkable that he has done? | expected he would be in New York or Philadelphia before
this getting rich very fast & moving in the first circles of the Social world. | do hear from home occasionally, but
not so often as when you were there.

| am tired of studying, tired of drawing everyday. Oh, you can scarcely imagine what a bore it is for a man with
my artistic skill to bone away over that drawing & painting day after day & week after week. Before January
however, | rose from 35th to 16th. This encouraged me a little, but | am very tired of the operation.



You wished for a register. No registers are ever issued in January - none are published excepting in June. Then
five a piece are given to the first five in each class. The rest have one each.

Do you ever see the President to talk with him? | wish you would ask him why | did not receive my Diploma. Mr.
Perley was to pay for it and take it for me. | never have yet been able to find out why he did not. If you will ask
the President, after presenting my compliments, if the reason was because | did not perform my part at
Commencement or because | did not hand in the one | had written. | think he will tell you. | hoped the College
Government would write for me to come & take my second degree next summer, it being at the end of three
years, and | supposed that | might get a leave for a couple of weeks or ten days to go to Commencement. But
of course a man cannot take his second degree before he takes his first.

Remember me to Adams, ask him if Georgianna is married & see if he does not laugh. Ask him what he thinks
of his old room-mates course of procedure.

Mother wrote me that George Jones had started for California. She thought he would take a ride up to see me
but | have not seen him.

We lost three men out of our class this January - one from New Hampshire. He did not think of being in danger
of being found deficient, but he did very badly on the examination and had to leave. Three were sent from the
first-class, one from the third & 14 from the fourth. This is the first Jan. anyone has ever been sent away from
the first-class. Cadets generally think themselves safe when they have reached the first class & they ought to
be.

I think you take a wise course not to go into those cold rooms this spring, but you do not learn one half as much
as you would by listening to others reciting every day but it does not matter. You can make it up by & by.

From yr affectionate brother
0.0. Howard



91 3/13/1853 From: O.0O. Howard To: Dear Brother [RB
Howard]

RBH-055 West Point

Source: Bowdoin

West Point Mar. 13, 1853
My dear Brother,

| am very sorry that | did not keep my promise to you so that you might have a letter on your return to Topsham.
| intended to have written it last week, but instead | wrote a very long one to mother & Dellie, intending to have
written yours, as soon as | finished that, but | cannot write fast enough "tattoo" comes now before | think of it.

Lizzie wrote me that you were in Portland on your way back. | wish you to tell me how she seemed, if she
looked as well as when | was on furlough. | suspect she does not. Is it as pleasant calling there now that they
have a big family as before? She said you told her that Uncle Henry talked of going to Australia, but you did not
think he had the courage to go.

Is old Bowdoin very highly elated at the elevation of one of her sons? President Pierce made a fine inaugural
address. | think | will like him pretty well. He has given us a Secretary of War, who will not spare as much Jeff
Davis. Already he has given orders that no more Cadets who are found deficient shall be turned back but all
such must leave. The secret of his severity to be is that he is a Graduate of this Institution himself. CM Conrad
was a splendid man for Cadets. Yesterday afternoon | called on a Graduate of Bowdoin & an Athenaean |
believe, Horace Williams, Capt. Seth Williams brother, the latter is the adjutant of this Post as | may have
written you & my particular friend, a very fine man indeed. Horace Williams has been to California & returned
wealthy. He seems about 25. He may be older. He was in the class that threw acid in Professor Goodwin's
eyes. He was at the celebrated bon-fire. | never met a more thorough gentleman, or a more amiable man in my
life.

How did everybody seem at home? Is mother well - Charlie & Dellie growing out of my knowledge? It is wicked
to shut me up here, so that | can not run home and make a short visit, like you, but then | had my time.

This month of March is an awful month at West Point. | believe it is about as bad at Brunswick, though
Topsham must be a nicer place, since the melted snow & ice will flow down from its steep hills to the old
Androscoggin, but here we have a deep snow one day, a fair & warm day the next which generates liquifaction
& evaporation a little too rapidly for comfort, and the next a nice rain, so that we tramp about in mud & water &
snow the whole time. Why | have not had dry feet after ten o'clock each day for a fortnight, but it does not seem
to hurt me.

You passed your examination did you not before you went home? My diploma is of no great consequence
anyhow? You need not trouble yourself to inquire about it. When | need it | will easily get it.

What did you find of interest at Leeds besides our own family? Was Aurilla there? | presume you had plenty of
music did you not? Don't father think we have a set of Sows in the Maine legislature now? They have some
queer times to see. The Advertiser & Argus seemed to continue their political feuds. But | perceive the Maine
girls are getting brave, especially in the town of Stillwater. If all young ladies would be as prompt at defending
their honor | presume the country would not be as full as it is of dishonorable, contemptible, cowardly rakes.

No, | go too far the country is not full of them, but she contains a number sufficient to change our terrestrial
angels into fiends, to people our cities with prostitutes than which nothing in human nature is more pitiably vile. |
like the honor of cadets & officers. They always respect female virtue, and they discard with contempt the man
who does not respect it, and | believe many Southerners would put a bullet through his heart, though | regret to
admit that vice in other forms is allowed & even popular, still this principle, and the deep & habitual regard for
truth in an officer, cannot help impressing you with respect for him. This as | once imagined is not the worst
school in the world. There are many virtues acquired & cherished here, a peculiar dignity manliness & high
sense of honor characterizes almost every graduate.

| hope indeed you will come to see me next summer. A visit will do you much good besides the pleasure of



meeting your brother. You can gain much information that will be of use to you, and will probably enjoy visiting
places & scenes that are already familiar on the pages of history. | will leave nothing untried to make your visit
profitable and interesting to you. It will cost you something but it need not much.

Here comes tattoo. This will make fourteen pages of letter paper, covered with my scrawl that | will send out by
tomorrow's mail. Perhaps you may think that | write very slowly from what | say. Oh, no my pen glides on pretty
rapidly unless | take pains, as | sometimes do, though seldom in my letters to you. | am not going to take pains
till you do. If you will sit down & write me the best letter you can, | will give you a more careful reply & perhaps a
better. | like, however to read your free & easy style, when | do not have to stop too long on a queer character &
by so doing lose the thread of the story.

Mr. Williams says, Mel Fuller is doing great things at Augusta as Editor. He thinks him a smart man., Says he
will always be called a smart man methinks, but never, probably a distinguished man. | like to see our old Alma
Mater turnout worthy sons. | hope you will do honor to her name, by doing full justice to yourself. Is your health
good? | hope it is. | am not going to write about my little ill-turns any more, when | get right decently sick I'm
going to write home about it or get somebody to not before. It only gives mother useless anxieties to tell all my
little ailments. | am well now. May God bless you & prosper you in all things right, my brother.

Yrs affectionately
0.0. Howard

| have not time to read this over. Correct errors for me.



92 3/30/1853 From: O.0O. Howard To: Dear Brother [RB
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RBH-056 West Point N.Y.

Source: Bowdoin

West Point N.Y. March 30 '53
My dear brother

The reason | have found time to write you in the middle of the week is between you & me, that | am afflicted with
one of Job's comforters & and in consequence excused from drill & dress parade. | went & took a bath after
returning from the Drawing Academy at four, and am now enjoying myself as well as possible under the
circumstances. | received your good long letter & in a day or so afterwards one from Charlie. | was particularly
gratified with the good news that you will visit me next summer.

| have not been doing so well in my studies as | could wish, especially in Chemistry. When we come to review,
taking four lessons at a time | cannot stow away in my memory everything in detail and consequently get
"hived" now & then, but it does not matter much. | am not going to study myself out of the world for a file or two
in standing.

| am glad you got my Diploma. President Woods was always disposed to flatter me somewhat, but he
remembered me on my return to Brunswick rather better than the majority of my old friends and teachers, and
seemed very glad to see me. You will like him when you come to recite to him, for he is a pleasant as well as
superior instructor. Did | tell you the reception my old Griffin gave me when | visited Brunswick on furlough? He
thought | must be one of the Portland Band of Music because | had bright buttons. He told me he believed he
had seen my face before somewhere, but he could not tell who | might be. McKeen the College treasurer made
the same flattering mistake and rather than rise any higher in the Aristocratic Scale, | wished that | had been
more modestly attired. | intend to put by the military insignia on my next furlough, that is, if | can get a citizens
coat that will button all the way up to my throat.

Each class before graduating, some four or five months before, is allowed the privilege of enjoying both uniform
& citizen clothing. Mr. Earl of Boston, or Wyman of New York, usually comes on here & takes the measure of all
who want clothing & has them ready-made for the members of the class some weeks before they leave. It costs
nearly every man between three and four hundred dollars to fit himself out, buy his uniform, his sword, his trunk
&c. The Military Trunk costs twenty-five dollars, Great coat forty. Now | am not going to submit to such prices for
myself. | will buy just what | am obliged to have and when | get in Maine | can get the rest for half the money.

| wrote a letter to mother last Sunday. | presume you & Charlie find time to write her oftener than | can. |
received a letter from mother & Dellie last week which | answered Sunday evening. She is talking of visiting
Portland, and perhaps she is already there. | hope father's business will take him as far as N. York, for | believe
it would do me a "heap" of good as the southerners say to see him. | see by the papers that the Maine Law has
under gone revision, and that the reins are in no way loosened, but are rather drawn a little tighter. | do not
know what will be the final issue of all these measures, but | hope they will not by reaction generate any
retrograde movement in the cause which they assumed to advance.

Professor Sprole has made me as a member of his Bible class a present of a book entitled Nelson on Infidelity.
Nelson was originally an infidel himself, and he did so much evil by spreading his doctrine that after his
conversion he resolved to spend the remainder of his life in turning aside man from infidelity. He was a very
powerful & vigorous speaker, and went from one part of the country to the other, stopping & speaking wherever
he found skepticism in vogue . He is as vigorous a writer as he is said to be a speaker. He rises up the
geological infidel and the learned infidel, admirably. | have gained a great deal of information from reading the
book, particularly with regard to the prophecies of our Savior, in revelation, which | did not understand. He
shows how to the letter these as well as numerous prophecies of the Old Testament have been fulfilled. For the
sake of avoiding Christian partiality, he takes for his authority infidel & heathen writers in the majority of cases. |
think you would like the book if you could manage to get it.

There are two objects in reading a book of this character - one that we may be posted up on such subjects, so
that we may not be silenced by a scoffer at the truth for want of knowledge, and a second is that it gives interest



to the perusal of Bible history, leaving out of account the solution of many doubts & perplexities, which fill the
soul, at times.

Our new Commandant is making a complete revolution in the process of drilling. It is almost impossible to go to
drill or parade without getting reported. Major Garrett (the Commandant) himself does not report badly, though
he makes us "toe the line", but the Infantry instructors under him often report to cover their own ignorance i.e.
they fancy they can make men learn to drill well by telling them that every mistake will be reported, but do not
know how or do not take the trouble like the Major to explain each motion in detail. | have got reported twice
within a few days for not "dressing properly". You think perhaps that refers to clothing - far from it. | was very
neatly dressed as | always am, but it refers to a want of accuracy in aligning one's self on the men on his right
or left at some company formation.

Give my love to Charlie. Tell him | will write him soon. He wrote me a very good letter. | want him to try hard to
do well. Tell him there is not the least danger of his falling behind me in scholarship, if he will but half try.
Remember me to Adams. Tell him | would like to take a walk out home with him again, as | once did. You have
a very good sized school it seems. Do not work too hard.

Your affectionate brother
0.0. Howard



93 4/17/1853 From: QOtis [OO Howard] To: Dear Brother [RB
Howard]

RBH-057 West Point N.Y.

Source: Bowdoin

West Point N.Y. April 17, 1853
My dear Brother

| noticed many things in your last interesting letter, in the one | wrote to Charlie immediately on the reception of
yours. | cannot realize that George is really gone to his Eternal home; that | never will again behold his mild &
pleasant countenance again, while | live. And is it really so?

How little one thinks when he is mingling in a little friendly social circle, that that is the last time he is to see
some one of those bright faces, beaming with intelligence and bespeaking an active spirit within. Yet every body
dies and nobody thinks of the matter after a few tears, a few words of regret, and the single thought that | too
may be the next victim to the fell-destroyers dart. Not so there are even here in this forgetful, careless world
those who are more deeply impressed. There are affectionate hearts left pierced and bleeding, whose wounds
are not so readily healed by the busy things of active life. Those who are taught valuable lessons by these
afflictions, who learn not to put their trust in earthly hopes. Still did you ever think of it in your hours of gladness,
when every man seemed kind & friendly. Did you ever think that these same smiling faces would smile on when
you were taken from them. A word of praise, one shadow of regret & you are gone from their remembrance? It
is not a pleasant theme for reflection and | will change to another, hoping that George is in a better & brighter
world than this, and leaving it to a merciful God to assuage the wounded spirits of his parents & friends, we will
pass to think of other things.

Since | wrote you my military relations have undergone a wondrous change, from being a private in ranks | have
come to be the second officer in my class. At Parade last evening we heard the following order. "The following
appointments are made to take effect from this date - O. O. Howard is hereby appointed Quartermaster
Sergeant, vice Colquit resigned". And so it is. Now you have a curiosity to know something of the duties &
responsibilities of my office. You have had some idea of the hardships | have had to undergo at times and the
continual routine of innumerable & inevitable little duties that | have had to perform which in the aggregate
consume much time and often procure demerit. All these things are got rid of. My duties are as follows: inspect
one half barracks every Friday night for damages, open the storerooms every other Sunday morning, go to
Sunday morning inspection when it is fair, so that we can have it on the plain.

| have a pair of Chevron's one on each arm just below the shoulder of the form of which you may judge by the
accompanying figure or better. The dark part is black broadcloth & the yellow stripes are gold lace. The vertex is
put uppermost and just touching the lip of the shoulder and the lower part reaches over in front from seam to
seam. | do not have to attend any roll-calls, any drills, or parades. | can sleep over reveille, have a light after
taps. Besides my academic duties, riding and Artillery | have nothing to do. | have the best office for "otium cum
dignitate" in the Corps. It is odd, | have been a private and now | rank above all the 16 sergeants in my class but
one. | did not expect this honor and it makes me right joyous. Perhaps you can get a reply to your letters more
readily than you have for some time past.

Monday evening

The battalion is at drill and | am here strange to say enjoying the dignity of my Office. | will be Quartermaster
next year if | behave myself, will have no guard-duty to perform while | am here. | have no musket but a sword &
sash. | got a new pair of Chevrons today. They cost three dollars, and a sash will cost 17 or 18 dollars. This is
bad, but | should have to get one as soon as | graduate. When you come to see me | can now go where |
choose, cross sentinel’s post & be saluted, instead of saluting. Capt. Williams says he was never gladder of
anything in his life. He thinks | never have had half a chance and thinks | will now show a brighter side. It seems
odd not to be obliged to jump into bed at the three taps, not to start up & hurry on my clothes at reveille, not to
go to drill while the others are being put through, | can tell you. | thought from certain favorable rumors that |
would be made an officer next year but | did not dream of this sudden & high promotion. | never knew the Corps
of Cadets to manifest so much pleasure at anything of the kind before.

Give my love to Charlie. | presume he thought his letter was never coming. It has reached him though before



this. Good night. | will write you soon. Remember me to Aurilla & Mr. Adams.

Your affectionate brother
Otis



94 5/8/1853 From: O. O. Howard To: Dear Brother [RB
Howard]

RBH-058 West Point N.Y.

Source: Bowdoin

West Point N.Y. May 8, 1853
My dear brother,

| have expected a letter from you this past week. | have been anxious to get a letter either from you or from
home, since mother was sick & still far from being well when she wrote me; but | did not get a letter from a living
soul for the whole week, something so unusual for me that my anxiety is increased.

| told you | had been made in officer in my last letter, and anticipated having an abundance of time for
corresponding with you. The first week & a half | did have to myself during the battalion drills but since | have
been obliged to go to Atrtillery drill every evening between four & six. The time | had | spent in painting, reading
& writing but now as the examination draws near | have to be preparing for it as usual. | am very poorly
prepared for this examination not because | have been idle but because we have such an extensive course to
be examined on. Two thousand pages of philosophy & chemistry are not easily retained in the mind at once.
You may it is true have a great many ideas about them, many subjects may be as familiar as your alphabet, but
it is hard to retain an accurate knowledge of everything in detail. Will | not rejoice when this ordeal is passed.
Two more such and another course is completed.

| wish yours was as near its termination. | am counting very strongly on seeing you next summer. | may go to
Maine myself if Prof. Cleaveland will write for me to come and take my diploma, | mean my second degree.
Otherwise it would be useless to try to get a leave.

How is Charlie's health now and mother’s. | fear too Lizzie may be sick for she did not write me all last week. |
usually get a letter Saturday, but | was disappointed yesterday in finding none for me. My health is pretty good. |
have not much flesh, but | am getting a better complexion by bathing in cold water every morning. We have ten
small bathing apartments with a bathing tub in each, into which we can let cold water or warm at will. When |
commenced lying down in pure cold spring water, | would jump out as quick as a flash, but now it does not chill
me more than it does to wash my face. It is worthwhile to take a cold bath, you feel so finely all the day after.
You think it requires nerve & courage, but it does not. | used to cry & writhe when father would wash his little
boy's face & comb his head, but it was not long before it became a pleasure to wash.

| believe | have not told you | was elected vice-president of the Dialectic Society three weeks ago. | have had to
act as president for two meetings. It is quite a dignified position here, but it is rather irksome with its
responsibilities. | suppose they will elect me president but | do not care whether they do or not. If they do & also
elect me orator for the Fourth of July, the honors will be put on rather too thick. | would accept the latter for it
would make me read, write and prepare myself to do partial justice at least to the occasion.

You asked me some time since what office Uncle Ward has. | do not know. | have not heard from him for a very
long time, nor have | been fortunate enough to meet with his name in any paper. Yesterday our class was taken
out to measure the height of Fort Put by using the barometer. You may be aware there is a long list of
observations and subsequent calculations to be made. | make it 322 feet above the level of the plane. It is about
five hundred feet above the level of the river at high water.

It is alternately cold and warm here. The weather changing suddenly and going to extremes, but vegetation has
advanced rapidly. Already the cherry trees have blossomed & dropped their white covering. The trees are
leaving. The foliage & the ground look fresh and green. | think you would be delighted with West Point for a time
at least. | will give you some fine tramps & show you some beautiful scenery. | presume Charlie sighs & wishes
to come too. | would that he could. Sometime he shall go to West Point. | may live here. Perhaps | shall come
back here as an instructor. If so when | get a home, a little wife &c. he shall come and live with me; since he
probably with his peaceful turn will never be a Cadet. | do not wish him to be one either. It is sure to transform a
man be his nature what it may into a military character of some kind. | believe my tastes & habits will always
verge this way whatever | may hereafter do, whatever field | may attempt to cultivate.



Since | wrote the last sentence | have been to church, returned, had a theological discussion, an earnest if not a
learned one, have been to dinner, returned & lighted my calumet - it has got a reed for a handle and a
meerschaum bowl. Did you ever see such a one?

We are having a smart rain now. Cadets prefer that it should rain on week-days. They think they do not gain
very much if it rains on Sunday. We had a very good sermon to day - a part of it touched upon profane
swearing, a vice which you may know is rather prevalent here. This very thing tends to prejudice visitors &
strangers more against this institution than any other one thing. Yet Cadets never use an oath in the presence
of ladies or of their officers. A few in my class are trying to break themselves of the ungentlemanly habit. | am
very glad to see even an attempt, for it is certainly more inexcusable than any other form of depravity.

Give my love to Charlie, tell him he shall have a letter soon. Remember me to Adams. Write soon, tell me all
that's new. | shall expect to hear from you all this week and | hope indeed to find that mother is well again,
entirely. May God bless you, supplying you with health, strength & a goodly portion of happiness.

Your affectionate brother
0. O. Howard



95 6/26/1853 From: O. O. Howard To: Dear Brother [RB
Howard]

RBH-059 West Point N.Y.

Source: Bowdoin

West Point N.Y. June 26,'53
My dear brother

| am almost ashamed to write you, it is so long since | have done so. | forgot that vacations have an end until
reminded of it by a letter from Charlie which told me of your return.

Our examination closed with the close of last week. We moved into Camp last "Saturday-muk" as Southerners
say or in our tongue a week ago last Saturday, and are now making the most of Camp life under Bob Garnet as
Commandant. He is a tyrant. One by one he is cutting off our privileges, and the encampment instead of being
as it has been intended, a time of recreation, is to be a period of imprisonment.

I shall not be able to visit Maine this summer. Perhaps | might, had Joe McKeen written for me to come & take
my degree, but as he only signified that | would have A.M. by enclosing three dollars, which amount | have not
in the wide world, or at least at West Point, | do not think | can go. So, if you think you cannot pay me a visit, |
must bear the unhappy thought of not seeing any of my friends for another year and perhaps not then. But | will
not be low spirited. | do wish to see Lizzie for many reasons, and | am yet in hopes that some of you may come
to New York & bring her.

Perhaps you are wishing to know the result of examination. | came out 2nd in Phil. 5th in Chemistry & 9th in
Drawing, which would have made me 2nd in Gen. standing if | had had no demerit. As it was | came out third in
general standing.

| was not made Cadet Quartermaster but a Lieutenant, first Lieut. of "C" Camp. | have to drill plebes at the
manual of arms an hour before breakfast, and an hour & a half in the afternoon. | have to go on as officer of the
day once in 8 days. His duties are now made very irksome, since he has to be on the watch all day & all night &
has to report every violation of the thousand & one regulations. He has to certify to the Commandant that he
has reported every violation of the regulations that he has observed & discharged his duty faithfully during his
tour. This he has to give in writing above his signature. He has to be present at all roll calls, to turn out & inspect
the guard by day & by night, to inspect every relief of sentinels after they have been posted &c. &c.

The most disagreeable of all duties is to report Cadets for swearing; this he must do, or refuse to sign the
certificate, in which case he would be reduced to ranks & have 12 demerit recorded against him. Fortunately,
cadets avoided me while | was on as officer of the day, and they seldom swear very much in my society
anyhow, so | did not get a report of that kind. | only handed in four reports, One a plebe for attempting to pump
water from the Sundial, two for cap visors out of uniform and one for an absence from Reveille roll-call. | shall
have to exercise my military talents every day now for the whole year. | believe new cadets like me, since | treat
them as gentlemen & do not put them in the guard tent. They have to move though when | am drilling them, &
those whose tents | inspect have to have things in order.

We who are officers have some privileges which we can appreciate better than you. We have a good large tent,
can have a light after taps as | have now, have a table & a desk, &c. Army officers treat us with much
defference. We can cross the posts of sentinels & be saluted between Reveille & retreat, that is from 5 o'clock
A.M. till sun-set. No citizens are allowed to come into our company grounds or tents. They have built a
reception tent, at which any lady or gentleman who wishes to see a Cadet is sent, while a member of the guard
goes for the Cadet in question, Every cadet except Cadet officers, have to report at the guard tent when they
leave camp & when they return, where they are going &c. They can only go to the library & the <Rink>. Now if
this is not tyranny what is? | cut across the post of sentinels & go where | please & shall till the order comes that
first-class officers will report at the guard tent their departure, purpose & return.

Judge Goodenow, the father of John H & "the little old man" was here & brought John with him. The Old gent
introduced me to all the members of the board, many of them took all the notice of me | could wish & more too. |
<fenn'd> their daughters & nieces, that they were wise enough to bring with them, did not study, but had good



luck & did well on the Examination.

This June made sad havoc in our class, they cut off 8 of our fellows, all of whom are good fine young men.
These are now waiting for orders from Washington to set out for home. We hate to part with them. One young
man from Philadelphia has been my particular friend. They found him | think unjustly. He knew almost as much
about chemistry as | did & yet they found him in that. They have been here so long it will ruin many of them.
Another very amiable, good principled young man from Vermont, Mr. Hyde was found deficient.

One in the fourth class from Maine, Mr. Frank, who has ever been remarkable for imbecility of mind, studied
himself almost to death to pass the June Examination. When he came on this floor a sickness came over him &
he was sent to the Hospital. Ever since, he has been growing worse & now lies there near the point of death. |
sat up with him last week one night. | found the robust man a weak, helpless, imbecil child. He has no sense &
no energy. His disease is a Congestion of the brain. He has a large body & well-developed. He is muscular. No
man could find a man better suited to manual labor, & here with an energy worthy of better success, he studied
himself into his grave. Will men never learn better than to send such young men here. They cannot get through
and if they could, they are not fit for American officers.

My Oration, such as it is, is completed & committed, & waiting to stir up the patriotism of West Pointers. | shall
have to speak to a crowd. There is chance for much credit if | acquit myself well, & for much shame if | should
fail to do so. My speech is not good & | am going to make up for deficiencies by speaking it well. | shall not get
the credit that | obtained from Mr. Barrows a year ago, but | would rather speak here than to a Leed's audience.
We have had two grand speeches here during the Examination; one from Maj. Ward of Florida, a splendid
extemporaneous effort & a second, written oration by Mr. Raymer of N. Carolina. Maj. Ward took much notice of
me, after my examination in Philosophy. He came to see me in Camp twice, & | walked & talked with him many
times. He is one of the most popular men in Florida, though he got beaten when up for U.S. Senator. He fought
for Scott's election. Oh! What a speaker! | did have no idea of what was meant by an eloquent stump speaker
before | heard him.

Good night. | must indulge in the luxury of a few hours sleep on a soft plank floor.

Yr affectionate brother
0.0. Howard

| cannot read it over - it is so late. All been written since taps ten o'clock.

Remember me to my friends. | spent very pleasant memories with John H. Goodenow. It is pleasant to meet a
familiar face.



96 7/15/1853 From: O. O. Howard To: Dear Brother [RB
Howard]

RBH-060 West Point N.Y.

Source: Bowdoin

West Point N. Y. July 15th, 1853
My dear brother

Yesterday | got excused from drill on account of a bile and | wrote a long letter to mother. To day | am also
excused on the same plea and | will endeavor to make you out one. Now Rowland nothing would be more
gratifying to me than to correspond with you regularly, but if you do not get a letter, you may not imagine that
you are forgotten -for a day never passes but | think of you, but you must recollect that | am in Camp and that
the whole time is taken up from morning till night. At present from about ten minutes after four till ten minutes of
five, | have to myself, and if it did not come in the afternoon, | could employ it in writing, but the afternoon is a
bad time for me to attempt to write anything, and | get so dreadfully tired every day that | cannot think of writing
after taps. Nevertheless | will do my best to fulfill my part.

For the last few days we have had some very hard & dirty work to do at the laboratory. Each set of three makes
a fire ball. We first take off coats, roll up our sleeves to the elbow & grease our hands & arms. Then we
pulverize 10 Ibs. of niter (salt-peter), 6 Ibs. of sulfur & two or three Ibs. of antimony & mix them together. Melt 1
Ib. of beeswax & pour the former mixture into it. Then we take large pieces of canvas & saturate them with
boiling tar-pitch-oil &c & lay them together. Then we drive these pieces till they are as hard as leather & sew
them after the shoe-makers fashion into the form of a large ball with a narrow neck. This we then put into boiling
water, till it is soft & with our hands turn the thing inside out & it is harder & dirtier work than skinning a slippery
eel, in a satin vest. Then we place the ball in a block with a mould just big enough to contain the ball, the block
being secured with iron hoops. Through the neck that first composition is inserted about a pint at a time. After
every dipper full we have to strike twenty-one blows with mallets about as heavy as our old sledgehammer,
upon the end of a piece of wood inserted in the neck. This takes a long time. When we get the ball full, it is
taken out of its case, looking right plump & round, then we suspend him by the neck and plait around him a
network of tarred rope &c. This when complete is what is called a fireball. It can be fired from a mortar to any
elevated position where it will burn for some time with an intensely bright light, or it can be thrown into a place,
the object being to set something on fire.

We have besides these to make cartridges of all kinds, 300 or 400 apiece, rockets, Roman candles, matches,
grape & canister shot &c. My class are now drilling at the mortar battery. As soon as they return, | will have to
go with them to the laboratory & work till noon. In the afternoon we have to recite in tactics, infantry one day &
artillery the next. We get 30 or 40 pages at a lesson, and have to get it right after dinner when a man is heavy-
headed & sleepy. Why | do not get time to read at all. | thought | would have a fine time reading this
encampment, but | was mistaken.

| did not know that Lizzie had been sick till you wrote me. | received a letter from her at the same time. | could
not tell why | had received no letter for so very long time.

They are firing at the third class battery now, and also at the first-class mortar battery. The latter are firing shells
to a barrel set up on a post for a target just to the right of Camp. You can hear the shells whistle along as they
come over. A part of them weigh 90 Ibs. In war they have put into them about 2 Ibs. of powder so as to burst
them just after they reach their destination, but we only put in 4 oz. just sufficient to blowout the fuse. The third
class are making music, firing just as fast as they can one after another. It would amuse you to see ladies jump
at the firings, and it does not help the silly disposition at all to tell them there is not the least danger.

| have received all the papers you have sent me and read them with pleasure. It is queer that | have not told you
of it. You know | cannot send you papers in return unless you would like to have the Portland Advertiser, which
would get to be an old paper by the time it got to you through me. | believe | gave you an account of my
success on the Fourth of July. | do not know, whether it was to you or Charlie that | wrote that. At any rate | got
more than the usual amount of flattery, had a bouquet sent me by the ladies from Cozzen's Hotel &c. &c. Ifitis
not too late | wish you would "take my second degree" & pay the price, for you see | have not the three dollars
to enclose & | cannot go to get it myself.



Since it will be such a tax upon your finances, | must not urge you to visit me this summer. | wish to see you
very much & | wish to see Lizzie too. But | must think of your interest as well as of my pleasure. How long has
Lizzie been sick & how sick has she been. They do not tell me such things. | expect it is because | myself am
apt to be silent about my ailments unless | am very ill.

Remember me to all my friends. Tell the President if you should happen to talk with him that | wished much to
spend this next commencement at Bowdoin, but it is impossible. | hope you will do very well, but | fear to have
you study too hard.

| wrote a letter to the last Advertiser giving an account of the death of Cadet Frank of Maine. The editor Mr.
Carter prefaced my letter by some appropriate remarks. He himself was here two years, went home on furlough
& certain circumstances prevented his returning. Perhaps he got married. | do not know. At least that is a
circumstance which would hinder his return most effectually.

Goodbye. | cannot read this over. Write soon.

From your affectionate brother
0.0. Howard



97 8/3/1853 From: O. O. Howard To: Mr. RB Howard
RBH-061 West Point N.Y. Brunswick, Maine

Source: Bowdoin

West Point N.Y. Aug. 3d '53
My dear Brother,

You ought to have had a letter before, but as you know very well the reason of my not writing you oftener, you
will excuse it. When | get again in Barracks | will surely write more frequently. Everything at West Point goes on
as usual. | am Officer of the day today, for the day & night following. | rank every cadet in the Corps & have the
wonderful privilege of reporting. It is however no longer a privilege, but a duty since we have to certify in writing
that we have faithfully discharged our duty during our tour in accordance with the Academic regulations &c.

| had a letter from Lizzie yesterday. She says she is almost well. She & her mother are just about starting for
Lewiston for their health. She said she had just written you a few lines, so you know all about the journey
probably. How are you getting on in College nowadays? How does studying in warm weather agree with you? |
hope better than with me. Our studying comes in the afternoon from 1/2 past one till four and during that time |
take sundry naps & go to recitation with a lesson that is hardly passible. One afternoon | got to sleep after
asking somebody to wake me a few minutes before four. He forgot to do so & | got an absence, which is three
or six demerit. This is all the demerit | have recorded as yet. | have been remarkably fortunate thus far.

We have as | have told you parties Monday, Wednesday, Friday evenings of each week. | go to them very
regularly. | never dance anything but Cotillions, but | like to talk with people. It tends to relieve the monotony of
our everyday life. We shall very soon return to Barracks and will have to study even harder than ever before for
we have more to get.

| take things very easily now and although | have a long lesson to get every afternoon, | scarcely exert my mind
at all. | fear to get into indolent habits, which may hang on after we get to studying in good earnest. But it is not
best to borrow trouble. | have not given up all hopes of seeing you this summer or fall. Lizzie is not able to visit
me now. | am not certain, but | think it would be full as pleasant to visit me after we go into barracks as before,
only you could not see so much of me. Now you could see me in Camp several hours every day. To day you
might have been with me all day, excepting when | was forming classes & visiting the sentinels.

Sawtelle has a mother & sister here now, and | visit them often when not on duty. She (Miss Sawtelle) says |
have been engaged eight years, thinks me a wonderful prodigy of Constancy. She is of course mistaken about
the eight years, and | hope | am not such a prodigy as she would have me.

Being a Cadet Officer | have to make new acquaintances every day, and | find some of them very pleasant.
One day | get introduced to some ladies from Cuba, next from Ohio, next from Maine, next from Philadelphia,
etc.

It is now late in the evening, tattoo is just beating & | must leave you to see that no one is absent from the roll
call. Nobody was absent. | got acquainted with a lady the other day Mrs. Blix of Philadelphia. She is the mother
of a classmate of mine, took quite a fancy to me, and sends me all kinds of nice things, cakes, apples, peaches
&c. Once she sent me a bunch of Havana cigars. Dr. Carr the father of my tent mate from Virginia also gave me
a bunch of right nice ones.

| will tell the countersign. You can come into Camp if you will come before morning. It is seventy-six. Now you
must not tell anybody. If you conclude to come, the Sentinel will challenge you: who comes there? Answer:
friend with the countersign. He will say: Advance friend with the countersign. If you are right military he will let
you pass thinking you are some officer, but if he halts you & calls the Corporal, tell the latter you wish to see the
Officer of the day, and he will be forthcoming, rubbing his eyes & wondering who can be calling him.

Good night. | have not much to tell you, except | am well. | want to hear that Lizzie is ent