
LACEY BALDWIN SMITH, of the Class of 1944, teacher, scholar, biographer.  A 
native of Princeton, N.J., he graduated from Bowdoin following service with the Army 
Air Corps in Bangalore, India, from 1943-1946.  The recipient of M.A. and Ph.D. degrees 
at Princeton University, he has been a Fulbright Scholar, Guggenheim Fellow, and Senior 
Fulbright Fellow at the University of London, as well as being an Honorary Research 
Fellow at University College, London, and a Senior Fellow of the National Endowment 
for the Humanities.  After teaching at Princeton and M.I.T., he joined the faculty at 
Northwestern University in 1955 and he has continued to add lustre to the distinguished 
history department since then.  A prolific author, he has established his place as one of 
the foremost modern interpreters of Tudor England.  From his first study, Tudor Prelates 
and Politics, to his recent Elizabeth Tudor: Biography of a Queen, he has with insight, 
originality, and lively prose made a turbulent period of English history come alive for his 
readers.  He is one of those scholars who combines the highest standards of 
professionalism with the capacity to write for a wide audience.  Nowhere is that skill 
better shown than in his Henry VII: The Mask of Royalty, a challenging and original study 
that reveals new dimensions to the biographer’s art.  Devoted to the search for truth that 
is the scholar’s goal, enlivened by the excitement of it all, and committed to the 
challenging task of teaching, he embodies to the full the deepest and most profound 
mission of the College. 
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