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Philip W. Conkling 
Doctor of Science 
 
Philip Conkling is the founder and president of the Island Institute in Rockland, Maine. He 
graduated from Harvard University in 1970 and, after teaching high school in California and 
working at seasonal jobs in Maine, earned a master’s degree from Yale’s School of Forestry and 
Environmental Studies. Conkling is the publisher of The Working Waterfront, an online and print 
newspaper that focuses on policy issues and current research that affect coastal communities, and 
is the lead editor of Island Journal, an annual magazine that explores island life through articles, 
essays, photographs, art, and poetry. Conkling is the author of numerous articles and author and 
editor of several books, including Islands in Time, a Natural and Cultural History of the Islands 
of the Gulf of Maine (1982) and Lobsters Great and Small—How Fishermen and Scientists Are 
Changing Our Understanding of a Maine Icon (2001). He is a board member of the 
Conservation Law Foundation and was appointed by President Obama as an alternate member of 
the Roosevelt Campobello International Park Commission. In 2006 he received the 
Distinguished Alumnus Award from the Yale School of Forestry and Environmental Studies. 
 


