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David W. Blight 
Doctor of Humane Letters 
 
David Blight is a leading historian of the American Civil War and its aftermath. A graduate of 
Michigan State University, he earned a Ph.D. at the University of Wisconsin. After teaching at 
Harvard and Amherst, he became Class of 1954 Professor of American History at Yale University, 
where he is also director of the Gilder Lehrman Center for the Study of Slavery, Resistance, and 
Abolition. Blight’s book Race and Reunion: The Civil War in American Memory won eight 
prestigious book awards, including the Frederick Douglass Prize, the Bancroft Prize, the Abraham 
Lincoln Prize, and four awards from the Organization of American Historians. He is the author and 
editor of several acclaimed books on the Civil War, slavery, and the Underground Railroad. He is a 
member of the Board of Trustees of the New York Historical Association, the board for African 
American programs at Monticello, and the board of advisors for the Lincoln Bicentennial 
Commission, and has been a consultant for numerous documentary films.  
 


