








Priority 3 
Assess Collections of the Present to 
Prepare for the Library of the Future 

This year, we expanded electronic access by purchasing major e-book and journal archives, 
investments that reduce dependence on escalating subscription fees and ensure continuity of access, in addition to 
saving precious space where there is little to spare. Where appropriate, we began modest print withdrawals, reducing 
crowding in current facilities and setting the stage for future moves, including a planned expansion to the Annex space, 
and eventually to a new or completely renovated main library.

Physical collections Number of volumes
Hawthorne-Longfellow Library 553,163
Hubbard Stacks 173,899
The Annex 106,304
Hatch Science Library 54,150
Beckwith Music Library 19,068
Pierce Art Library 13,940

E-collections Number of volumes
E-books 3,608,783
Serials 331,204

Part of a broadside from the Al-Mutanabbi Street Starts Here Project.

We received several extraordinary 
collections for Special Collections & Archives over the 
last year. Among the most notable is the Al-Mutanabbi 
Street Starts Here Project. Envisioned and assembled 
by California-based poet Beau Beausoleil, the collection 
includes more than 500 artist’s books and broadsides 
created by artists in response to the 2007 car bombing of 
Al-Mutanabbi Street, which decimated Baghdad’s historic 
bookseller’s district.

Other notable gifts include significant literary first editions, 
including James Joyce’s Ulysses, Ezra Pound’s Des Imagistes, 
Ernest Hemingway’s For Whom the Bell Tolls, and two 
extraordinary Audubon titles, The Quadrupeds of North 
America (1849-1954) and the first octavo edition of The Birds 
of America (1840-1844).



Priority 4 
Advocacy, Communication, and 
Engagement

The Library expanded its engagement and visibility on campus and beyond. 
We launched The Biblio File, a monthly newsletter highlighting services, collections, and events for the Bowdoin 
community, and reimagined O’Pine as a semi-annual newsletter for donors and broader public audiences.

1,814 people attended 54 events, driven by our most popular event series, Faculty Book Launches and the Audubon 
Page-Turning. We also piloted new community-building programs (poetry readings, silent reading group, film nights, and 
finals stress-relief events), along with a self-guided H-L tour for Reunion and a bike share program with the Sustainability 
Office. Since the program’s launch in October, the bikes have been borrowed a total of 233 times.

The Audubon Page-Turning event achieved two remarkable milestones: its ten-year anniversary, and the final page-
turning of volume one. The event continues with volume two of Audubon’s Birds of America, now on display in the 
Special Collections & Archives Reading Room for the first time.

“Something really cool [is] taking place in the Special Collections 
Library...There is something wonderful about it.

Librarians turn a single page of the book to limit each print’s exposure 
to sunlight. They started inviting Bowdoin students, faculty, and staff 
as well as the public to watch the turning in 2016. Now it’s become 
one of the quirkiest but most delightful traditions in Maine, with an 
appeal that even the organizers can’t quite explain.”

—Rob Caldwell, “This is one of the quirkiest traditions in Maine—
and it’s magical,” June 10, 2026 episode of 207 about the Audubon 
page-turnings.

 
Watch SCA staff reminisce about 
the 100 page-turnings past as
they flip all the way back to the 
beginning of volume 1.

Sign up to receive 
O’Pine:  generous enthusiasms 
for all readers, in all lands.

Sign up to receive 
The Biblio File: tips & tricks 
for students, faculty, and staff.





Our Impact by the Numbers

41,184 check outs
through Circulation and Interlibrary Loan

347,616 searches
conducted in Compass, our online catalog

11,921 loaned
items through ILL

as well as 6,922 borrowed

40 student-led
exhibits, events, and collections

Student-led exhibits & events included the Joshua Chamberlain display (left), curated by students of the Bowdoin Preservation Collective; the 
Printed Book Pop-Up Exhibit (center), featuring work by students of VART 2203; and Vibes with Neiman (right), with Neiman Mocombe ‘26.

Closing Thoughts
from Maxwell Payne, class of 2026

I started working in the Interlibrary Loan Department the first week of my freshman year and continued throughout the rest of my college 
experience, while also working in the Circulation Department starting in my sophomore spring. Working at the library was one of the 
best parts of my Bowdoin experience and taught me numerous skills while allowing me to help my community. In Interlibrary 
Loan, I often worked on the most difficult requests, where sometimes I had to contact libraries or authors from around the world to get a 
piece of material for one of our patrons. Through those experiences, I learned how to navigate copyright law across countries, how to work 
and communicate with librarians from across the world to help each other, and how to problem solve. That last skill, problem solving, I had 
to exercise daily, both in simpler tasks and difficult material searches. In some of the simpler tasks like printing labels for books to be checked 
out and supplying electronic articles to partner libraries I often encountered difficulties that I had to work around or fix. My difficult material 
searches were often full of conflicting information and dead ends, but I learned that if I kept searching and looking for leads I would usually 
be able to obtain what our user wanted. The best part of every material request was when, sometimes after months of work, I got 
to hold a book in my hands or view a pdf file sent from the other side of the world. I knew that I would then be able to give a 
user material that would aid their Honors Thesis, Faculty Research, or simply add to their understanding of the world. I loved 
every second of my time in the library and am thankful for being able to work in a great place with such kind people.




