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1. Think broadly about your subject.  Yes, all are connected with education but they encompass other related, and unrelated, fields of study.  For example, a paper about the role of religion in public schools throughout American history might include religious sources, sociological sources, history sources, and legal sources.  So, to get a good cross section of perspectives, don’t stick just with JStor, Academic Search Premier, or Google.  Instead try things like Sociological Abstracts and America: History & Life, etc.
2. Be creative about the terms and phrases that you use in your searches.  Think of synonyms.  Think about what language may have been used to describe or discuss your subject during the time period that you’re studying – especially if you’re using a database that covers articles published only during that time.

Although you may be researching, say, textbooks and censorship, it may not have been considered censorship but simply the selection of textbooks during the time in history that you’re studying – search accordingly.

3. Follow conventional rules when searching:

- censor* and (textbook* or curricul*) will search for censor, censoring, censorship in combination with textbook, textbooks or curricula, curriculum

- enclose phrases in quotes: “art education”
4. Use the Bowdoin Library catalog, NExpress, and MaineCat for books.

NExpress covers Colby, Bates, Bowdoin, Wellesley, Middlebury, Vassar, Northeastern, and Williams; books arrive in 2-3 days.  MaineCat covers CBB, University of Maine System, UNE, and many public libraries in Maine; books arrive in 2-5 days.

Use both the “keyword” and “subject” options in these catalogs.  If you’re getting too many results, consider adding another term; if you’re getting too few, reduce the number of terms or try some others.

5. Not all databases contain the full text of articles.  To see if we subscribe to a journal or magazine use the Journals A-Z tab on the library’s homepage.  If we don’t, use the interlibrary loan service (illiad.bowdoin.edu)

6. Reference books, if you can find the right one(s), can be a terrific resource for background information.  Again, bear in mind your sub-topics: for example, look for reference sources on African-Americans and American history if you’re studying segregation in schools.

7. Each source has the potential to lead you to other sources through its bibliography.

8. Evaluate web sites carefully for accuracy, timeliness, and authority.

