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Al sy Voshville , the 18th of Mareh 1864,

Grant and Sherman met., Grant had just been to Washington
and put on his new erown of General=inChier; ems Sherman
yhad but recently visited Meridan, Miss. on an experimental
tour to try the mettle of his horses, the endurance of
his mules and the legs of his men. Homlemy ubiloss,
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r_»-F—H-&ekq-q-s'-u_-g.ARe}mld these rnsj;]\ Grant and Sherman! Grant

of E]Erjim-u size with short neck, sqguare shoulders, well
proportioned _!1ea'ir.:a,r~.'i firmly knit frame, His heavy brow
and large eye, chanpgeable surel ¥, but EEJ vays masked by
his strong self control, accorded ?Eiﬁﬁ:‘.if;ﬁit}" and becom=-
ing respeet. His smile whieh et ) cover Pailad him
up to the last dewems sickness, lighted his face, bespoke
humor and pood=fello ‘-':%‘-*.ipr and to Sherman the utmost
Friendliness. Sherman appeared tall beside him, his fore-

head hi o Tl oo s
€ad high, his hair light an+ sandy, his eye keen and
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pier‘ci"-;:_,zmzi his frame, though not so compact as Grant's,
- il supple and expressive of health and enerpgy. Grant

perhle

inspired you in his wholeness like a (SR ;r'arle Sher=-
A UL ol S ts o

man like & hill-country abounding }‘ heights. His buoy-

ant coming put one at ease. His deep pleasant voice riv-

ited attention, and his fast flowing conversation reward-

ed your silence.

There at Nashville they met, and Grant turned over to

Sherman the Western /2mies. As Grant hastened back to

Washington, Sherman went with him as far as Cineinnati

. Irn a wess,

(B

Sherman has surmed up #8#® prolonged council of war:

"Amidst constant interruptions of a business and social
nature we reached the satisfactory conelusion that as

soon as the season would permit, all the armies of the
Union wonuld assume the'bold offensive'by 'eoneentrie lines'
on the common enemy, and would finish up the job in a
single campaign if possible.® “The main "ﬂhjectiv-e.l" vere

Lee's Army behind the Rapidan in Virginia, and Joseph E.

Johnston's Army at Dalton, Georgia. " Se—wichPtor—ire
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1t is put into an-

otHer form, when Grant writes Sherman ithe ensuing April

foukth, "You, I propose to move against\Johnston's Amy,
to break it up, and to get into the inteXior of the ene-
my¥'s| country, as far as yon ean, inflieti all the dam=-
age bmn can against their war resources." Yith this order

il e -
Sherpan was delighted and rejoiesmmm / pril \Oth, among

r things that:"Should Johnston fall behi the Chat-

ch&, I will feign to the right, but pass \to the left

act against Atlanta or its eastern comuniadations, ac-
hﬂm wowl”

ing to developed facts." One other item followed a

lit§le later, April 19, '64., "My directions thqn would

be, |Jif the enemy in your front shows signs of

foljow him up to the full extent of your abilj]
5 I

3
was our work, comrades, 1n a nut-—:qhe]].i“ake a bold of-

fensive. = Beat Johnston. - Get into the interior. - In=
flict damage, and keep Xmu" enemy so busy that he cannot
reinforce elsewhere.

To ecateh glimpses of how the work so ordered was under-

taken, there are other pietures. General Sherman ha-d
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some original ways of rapid transit. A special ecar took
, 0 corhs commandér,
!1]'.1’.}1:}1& 25th of :"THI‘E}'I)tﬂ General G. M. hcn-:i,f-,eht}!en =
ety ot Pulaski, Tenn. Next he joined Me Pherson et
eyt 3t Huntsville, Ala. The two 'I‘qjﬁn\ﬁnre s
with Thomas at Chattanocoga; Lnf' m eedily with Scho-
Field a hundred miles eastward without rail-cars at Knox-
ville. Schofield turned back with them, so that shortly
AL _r
after, at Chattanooga,in the left hand room of a story
M
BTy house, now owned by Mr. J T Williams, took
anolhen WLy
place before the gnd of Mareh, /\Ne“mr'ﬂblra meeting.
ﬁ%ﬂﬁm
Oneq General Schofleldyg ®me was to bring into the field
about 14,000 men, He was in form more like Grant than
Sherman. He cnmhi*wec!h intellectual vigor with mark-
ed judiclousness. Another, Me Pherson, Ehari to fur-
nish some 25,000 soldiers. He was alrea-dy =) of

Shermmanin quickness of thought, but like all engineers

more SEpETsETEg wary in his execution. With his genlal
!

4 . it : e
face, his large high head and fism Figure,he stood sl
o
=& the noblest, The third, General ‘Geo. H. Thomas, with

tallo

his nearly 70,000 apgregate. He was £53  and broad, and







7 i

C 5.

heavy, and haﬂﬁsﬂme, of good judgment and sterling record,
These three amy cormanders were thus assembled and the
hearty Sheman was with them. Of this sroup, Sherman in
his story has said: "We had nothing like a couneil of
#ar, but consulted freely and frankly on all matters of
-}ﬁt-‘ﬁ’“—-{t
interest then in progress or impending.* At et the
A
first of May was to end the period of preparation, when
the different clans should be gathered and ready for the
fray. The leaders of corps and divisions, and the essen-
tial consolidations were there fixed "pon; and the great
problem of safe supply was, at least to themselves, sat-
isfactorily solved, The meeting broke up~-~ the commnad-
ers returned to their places, taking Sherman for a while
back to Nashville. No man ean tell the: amonunt of hard
work that resulted from this interview, That next month
was pregnant with the faith and hope of the coming cam-
palgn. Behold the loaded trains, following untiringly in
sight of each other; but do not stop to ecount the broken
engines by the way side, or the cars turned topsy turvy.

Behold the dupliecate and triplicate bridges, the hosts of
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mules and horses in motion, the redoubts and bloeck-houses
construeted or building, the sugar, the coffee and the

hard-bread and other supplies,coming into Chattanocoga,

and the herds of cattle looing along the dusty roads lead-’

nLLﬂLtmutg Solde.,

ing to the front,from lLouisville and Nashville., The man

j o A
said: "Tecumseh is a great &%21:1::;;. He means business!
Thorough and confid{nt preparations are always a source of
encouragement and inspiration.

: , Fhelefto

When we were ready for the bold offensive, Thomas

AL

(Howard's corps) rested at Catgposa Springs; his centre
- {(Hooker) at Ringold, and his right (Palmer) at leet's Tan-

. A y : 3
Yard. Me Pherson was near 1.F1]]:am-n’l“I and Schofield moving
Southward from Cleveland, Tenn., approached Dalton.
1t was the sixth of May. Yy tice Cat@osa Springs,
ettt 2. summer resort.  The surrounding
hills were covered with tPEES1]ight greenlin tender leaE;
and the mountain ranges on two sides, lLookout and Taylor's
Ridge, pgave substantial back ground to a variagated and
charming landscape. The effects of war had already near-

?E depopulated the village, so that there was Jittle use
or the large hotel bui i

{3 Il 1 r - .

11ldings o the smaller huarﬁinp

-

o







o
houses - aifew trembling citizens and a few dubious black

people were all that remained to satisfy offieial curi-
osity and supply loeal knowledge.

This 'rjI‘i,"{hD{ﬂUT"uiﬁ[' I saw Thomas and Sherman topether.
Sherman, now that things were in motion, appeared happy
and confident. Theme—wap—matisuoh dimmanliees, Tith a map
before him, he gave us briefly the entire situation.
"Here is Dalton, - there your foree: = on this side Scho-
field. Down there Me Phersen, soon to pass the Snake Gap
and strike Johnston's line." Thomas in his quiet way ek

Ihea.
Tt 1T Fnrt&hfhe bolder view, viz: "Send at once
the larger force not the sma]]er'thrmmh the gap."™ Sher-
man shook his head, and signified that he was not yet
ready to exchange kix bhasedfey J-:}hnst.ﬁnx. Fut there was
no jar =sewsmees, only confidence in each other and strong
hope in our hearts as we separated that day.

ﬂt-l.f

Early the next morning was another meeting -==0= wll

L
' y 2 b ; : . Me
in the open field. Stanley with his strong build, fimm

4lmB face and long beard. T. J.Wood of smaller H‘tath

graylish hair and decisive, caustic ways) and Newton with
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il B
his handsome figure and keen sensitive looks, never thor=-

oughly contented till the confliet was actually jnined/ha
jhw:e division commanders of the 4th corps stood near
each other intently gazing upon the erest of Tunnel Hill.
Our troops were already deployed and advancing in the
beautiful morning light - arms were never brighter = and
the confederate cavalry, in full array, eoming up from
beyond the ridge, with skirmish interval, added interest
and emotion to the parade,~ WAMN attery or so hasten-

ing to place only deepened the feeling in the hreasts of

Our experienced Velerans seei-stemidesmtaces ., A1 o word

of ecormmand and a bugle call the outer line took up the
run, and soon ecleared e whole front. A few "zip, zips"®
of the foremost rifles, a few cannon salutes, a few ser-
eeches of shells, a few men sounded to the death or r;mim-
ed for life: and that was all! When I took my stand by
Stanley's Eide}m the erest of theII hill just gained, and
thence soupght to reeanﬁﬂitr;ﬁ% craggy mountain range
whieh still sheltered the bulk of Johnston's host, h;%

cried out \mmm: "General, the ball is openedh " And so it
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had. It was a eurious ball, a long dance, for more than

one hundred days. And it was a terrible dance, wilder at
times than comes to foresters amid the bending and fall-

ing trees in a hurricane; it was tRmm fearfully suggestive

offfie wd 11ees
of the savapge war-dance that ends in death to white men

and desolation to homes.

Far off to the center and riﬁhtrPllmer with his strong-
e u'r'h.& l:l.n
1{Afane and Thomas~m-.like proportions, and the handsome,

L1
*fighting Joe Hooker, always a law unto himself, bore their

part in the opening ball, closing up speedily to the
; : mowth
Rocky-face-barrier, and estopping that marhhe of Georgia,
4
whence issued strﬁnﬂer, sereeching, whizzing birds than

those which gave the gaping moue its name of Buzzard's

Gap . One such savage bird in the shape of a minkie ball

Ilew between Howard and Thomas, wound its way group
of staff officers, grazed the limb of a tree and fell
& upon the ground tearing in its Flight a general's
coat in three rents, and peeking an uncouth hole through

the rim of a staff hat. Meanwhile Newton and his brave

men against bloody resistance, were dragging eannon to
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the very hostile erest northward; and Hooker wWas ascend=-

ing the mountain against heavy odds snuth#nf#nr the old

Buzzard's formidible Roosts.

) uhhﬂhif&- a2
JYj.H‘me Hueﬂeaégesara Mﬁu{\pﬂinted. TWO Tivers eemse
f\1§é5? u
together, one the ﬁaﬁteﬁQQfa flowing west, and its trib-
utary, the Conndsauga, south, Confederate Johnston,
after fleeing from Dalton, placed his arfmy in the N. W,

i a

angle of the ﬂtreams1reﬂting Polk's corps against the

o wl ; i ‘h*“*“ﬂ
nﬂﬁtena’:a, facing west, put Hardee's next, running up a
creek, and then bore Hood back in a convex curve till his
men touched the Conndsaupa. Sherman made Me Pherson bre-
ast Polk; Schofield face Hardee's indented lines, and
Thomas take care of Hood. Thus we were holding the outer
or enveloping lines, in the midst of forest land exceed-

M

ingly rough and wild. Thomas had not men enough to ecover
N half of Hood's front. Stanley, of Howard's
corps, held the left. He put mueh eannon on convenient
knolls and had as large reserves as he could spare; but

the indomitable Hood or the ¥ary .Johnston had discovered

the weakness of onur left, so that about three P. }. the

L]
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masses of Hood came pouring, like mountain torrents, upon

Stanley and far heyond the reach of his rifles and the

staying foree of his artillery. Vord came ‘e,

"Stanley's left is turned."

—

, and so instantly, rode

7 Sl
wkb=moeesd to a gproup of mounted officers moifan-frgm

b

kws. Here were Hooker, Thomas snd Sherman tGFiij ther, =md

oo 9 oM

thﬂww "What is it Howard." S=% Thomas
anxiously. =] -want a division at once for my left.n"
"General Hooker #il1l give you one." "Yes" said Hooker.

2 Dwaaren _
"Williams 1s right there.» Col. Morgan, of Howard's stafr,

]'.f'l le-aﬂ ‘Lha“ five minutes was pguiding Williams' brave men
t the t‘nreater d Flank. Mra less than fifteen minu-
tes Hood's masses were running back for cover to his for-

i
tifled ground. This was the crisis,

im

[

NGt s | Brompt action and fearless men saved -\bﬁ)

from impending i:v.meau:'re:":L M

ﬁ:’j’:ﬁ;n the 17th of ‘lay, between four and five P. M. Howard

and Newton with their respective staffs all mounted, were

watching from elevated ground Newton's skirmish line, as

-
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it joined fire with Johnston's rear gnard. lMusketry was

Yrrca

lively and a few ecannon were sounding, ¥l something likeov
lion's interrupted roar, or the thunder of an approaching

storm. Sherman and ssseeslerr other officers rode up and

began to take observations. Suddenly from a new place

Prevend cup—ddeaga, Tom the edge of a2 wod %}{?HT-HHE bat-
tery =remesig-dwire 15 for a practiece-tarpget. 5Shell after

shell eut the air and burst heside and behind us, and

over our heads. It was, probably, the fourth shot which
exploded high up‘skynard, but at just the point to scat-
ter its fragments among the men and animals of our eomp any,
Col. Morgan's horse was injured; Lieut.=Col., Fullerton's
put hors dwycombat, and several! others of the orderlies

and escort ]a\ﬁed or slain. Capt. Bliss, of Newton's

stalffg lost his shoulder strap Flying fragmentland

he himself was painfully hurt. Of course that social
crowd instantly altered the shape of the practice-tarpget

and changed its loeation.

fo T o Sory s
The pieture at New Hope Church, seeme—ipeise memory,

A
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like the painting of a young IEoeseag= értist who has
% too mueh upon his canvass. There was Hooker
Just at evening in an open wood = there were glimpses of
log-breastworks beyond him from which camefierce firing
against his lines stretched out, - there were numberless
maimed and many dead among the trees - and a little hackr
was a church with many wounded and many surgeons doing
bloody work.:1t was dreadfully dark that night, Scho-
field's horse stumbled and disabled him, and Gen. Cox
took his place. We had numerous torches wierd in effeect
mqmu&uﬁ;ﬁbu1ﬁlgj (1 9
ffﬂ our men bhravely #nrkeﬁ‘intn place and intrenched ewg

batteries, and covered ez front. But the torches seeme-d

to make the = ness darker and our hopes that night beat

low. .Johnston stopped us rudely at New Hope Chureh. But
off to our right_pave us

G tervarty
& ]
the reverse side ecbdimtemamduse, 2171 50 hopes whieh had

Y P The;,
revived when confederates, and not yankees, were’%L
D A= N

Nallas and Me Pherson

several times driven hback.

wther night scene, though not quite so
i P q

gloomy.as that of New Hope Church, the 27th of May at
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Pickett's Hil]l Onr enemy thus deserihes its cause. He
says: "The fighting rose above the grade of skirmishing

especially in the afternoon whentat half past Fiverthe

18

L
fourth corps, (Howard)

-
=

and a division of the 14th (Palmer) attempted to turn our

gunﬁjﬁmibdaﬂl .
right, but the movement, after beinpg impeded by the ecaval-

AN

ry,w#as met by two regiments of our right division (Cle-
burn's) and two brigades of his second brought up on the
first. The federal formation was so deep that its front
did not equal that of our two briga-des; consequently those

troops were greatly exposed to onr musketry, = all but

the leading troops being on a hill-side facing us. They
advanced until their first line was within 25 or 30 paces
of ours and fell baeck only after at least 700 men ha-
fallen dead in their places. When the lea-ding federal
troops paused in their advance, a color bearer came on
and planted his colors eight or ten feet in front of his
regiment, but was killed in the act. A soldier who spr-

ang forward to hold up or bear off the colors was shot

dead as he seized the staff. Two others who followed sue-
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cessively fell like him, but the fourth bore back the
AL

noble emblem. Some time after night=fall (‘the confeder-

a‘he:—:)cap tured above 200 prisoners in the hollow before

them. "

1t was of that sad night that General Howard has written:

"We worked our men all that weary night in fortifying.

The confederate commander was ready at daylight to take

the offensive against us at Pickett's Mill, but he did

not do so, because he found our position too strong to

warrant the attempt. With a foot bruised by a fragment

of a shell T sat that night amonpg the wounded in the midst

of a forest glade, while Major Howard of my staff led

regiments and brigades into the new positions chosen for

them. Gen. R. W. Johnson, (Palmer's Div. Com'4d'r) had

been wounded and Capt. 8tinson of my staff had been shot

through the lungs, and a large number lay there on a

sidling slope by a faint camp fire, wxith broken limbs or
] Ma%f

disfigured faces." Actnally but one division /ttoom*s)
ey %

made == unsuccessful assault and its mmductﬁ:'eeeiveia

brave enemy's praise. The fighting and the night work 5
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scgmme the obieect of the movement aﬁ-aTlua- Johnston to
A

swing back his whole armmy to a new position.
)J Behold the scene at Pine Top mountain, where a reconnoir

tering group of conlfederate generals were surprised and

i

scattered by a shell, hut Polk left hehind, lay dead.

’;ﬁﬂl’i tﬂfeﬂarﬁ)‘esa;‘t-viﬁ mountain=-ridges with southern
ﬁlﬂpﬂ.% with abbatis and fallen trees, -ty
with ditehes and heawy 10:_—1.‘;131151 manneéd by abundant con=
federgte rifles and cannon.

d.[‘he 27th of June a strong and well sustained assault was

ﬁ“[:i_,“qm.
T']Hd&‘jhl"ﬂthfh shot and shell, over tr'easﬂ rough ground,

=N
2e the Divisions of Newton and Jeff. €, Davis. Hawker
and Dan Me Cook and a host of other gallant soldiers lead-
ing & forlorn hop surrendered life close g to the im-
-

passible barriers. #x yhe 4th of .July Smyrna Camp Ground

; .

A_ :

developed emedhkar hostile earth-work amid forest trees,
behind a broad open field. Stanley there showed how to
double skirmishers, capture intrenched pickets, put ean-
non behind new epaulements while the air and neighboring

groves were full of ecrazing noises and hateful missels
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Here Atlanta was in plain sight. Johnston had bothered

us long. He had repelled direct assaults with success
a*
except, perhaps, at Muddy Creek where Baird and Hesker
- Vs A
l“"L

had ditehed and cm.ﬂ’.—!r‘if_l their men at one of his angles,

and then had run %ver his barrieades. But Sherman by

wndirfoloen omd

that unceasing flanking operation of his, alﬂaysﬁ?ecmﬁpw
lished, while Hooker, Palmer and Howard were hammering
away at the centre motes, which had no approaches and no

draw=bridges, had now at last pressed Johnston back, back

Et
aceruvss the Wlowah and across the Chattahoochee to=Akisepiw!
-

ad_ M
Jahnstnﬁhylanned a final terrible blow for, Peach Tree

A

Greaig when‘Furtuwntely for Sherman, Jefferson Davis fav-

oring, as he claimed, the indiecations of Providence, re-

P

lieved Johnston frgm eormand and put in charge the hardy,

bod”

S,  1'0 5
A

e Hood. He at once, as was
expected, took the offensive. - He ecame on, as at Gettys-
burg, from the close wood into the valley, to=welcome us
i'\M— h:‘ h’ﬂ

several miles But from Atlanta. His blows were so sudden

and his onslaught so swift that at first it disturbed

* 'y m’ »
Hooker's hreathlqﬂi (Hade Williams talk fast and Geary
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guage of the foot=ball men, "t%Fy had for a few hours, a

Fhes,

hard tuﬁ.‘ile,‘“;;!ost heavily, but managed to keep on the

Atlanta side of the Peach,Tree. Newton planted his big
. { o o
\NMWt

cross_at the East end of lJine, and though, no doubt,

badly terrifi Edl#ﬂ.!-i, as al ways, too ohstinate to po back.
ﬂdﬁﬁalmﬂ._)
Thomas, modestly put in reserve batteries and kept pieces
M
of iron rattling among the chaparral and alders of those
X </ e
low=landiintervals. So Thomas and Newton preserved that

weak left flank from capture. Hood had put forth his

g Mag
tremendous energy, but F_baf‘f‘]ed turned back to

eSS cover within the thgweeeet. fortified lines
of " /\ ey,

:ﬁ_:!.i:hkthe 22nd of July, Hood dispatched Hardee, in
A

the' night, to turn by a fifteen mile circuitr‘the south=

east flank DM&“‘H. et st TEr—kas Hreye
N

GFtle—defd,, The attack came from the south and east.

Dédge's corps in reserve was first strueck, ¥ e Pherson

L]
m:in.' Then Blair's,- then logan's.

ground.

Dadpge held his

Blair gave, after heavy loss, a double repul se,
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and l.ogan galiantly e the final h?eak. e i—
Sherman, Thomas and Schofield sat upon their horses near
the Howard House watching with deep interest the play of
the lightning and hearing the roar of the thunder tili}
the terrible storm had passed zma. Once more Hood with=-
drew his shattered column to town.

The 27th of July, ensuing, by the President's order
Howard was given Mc Pherson's command. He led the way to
Ezra Chapel, going from t e left aMqund by the road to
the extreme right. Dodge gtglnyad his ,corps next to Thom=-
as, then Blair, and lastly e=s Iogan_ was finishing the
flank movement the next morning just in front of Sherman
and Howard, and about attaining with his deployed line a
wooded height, the battle bepan. It raped for ﬁﬂﬂrﬁ.

Logan's front was mainly engaged, but reaiments:rrum

Strong, oed—trr—e—ai®,

Blair, promptly led to place b

A

- —— TE re ", stopped a fearful
Dreach AvteOiidetdged’, and effectually held ‘.'ear:km—;:k-—
94a Ereaqy

Hood's third attempt, anger and
Sudoudercd ¥ o
ransfused [Pewmdeiepdpaads into his charp-

ing -ﬁ}i\;ﬁ-d. As this was
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! =20 .
ing lines; it showed itself in the seream, the vell, the

run, the brisk unceasing musket-fire and the eannon roar.
'IJ'WLL
W%ﬂcanwut forgset them! But our enemy was effeetnally re-

A

plilsed me—semamigpednd and the sad field at night was ours.
The baffled confederates seme agnin ITebaadad-aag returned
Then-
to the shelter of &= proteeting batteries.
(ads »

From the 25th to the 30th of August, Sherman's forces
made a curious manoeuvre. If you should face a line of
Artillery to the rear}anﬂ then make a little more than a

half wheel about its new left as a pivot, you would get

some idea of the manner in whieh we fell upon Hood's com-

municatiens. Yet the line, like an india rubber string,
oA
was Efjﬁ?éad till the army of the Tenn. reached Renfro

Place, 25 miles from Atlanta. Schofield kept near the
pi?ﬂfiaﬂd Thomas was hetween.

The evening of the 30th, after a weary day during which
our Cavalry and Infantry had been forcing a suceession of
log barriecades and repairing culverts and bridges, we
came to a traet of barren sand-banks, intending to carmp

there for the night. After a short halt Howard called
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Kilpatriek to him and saidi! "It is but s1ix miles to

Flint River, where a bridge erosses and but a fewvw more to
Jonesboro, the railway station. Can you send me an of-
ficer who can take a squadron of cavalry and keep VWheel ers
rear guard in motion?" "Yes, here is Captain Estes, He
can do itfif‘ any body can." ®"All right, go ahead, Es-.r.e:-;j
el 7 will follow you with infantry." Wheeler's men thinke
ing we had stopped for the night had already dismounted
and were preparing to bivouae .at a respeectful distance
Puese=—=s . when suddenly they beheld Capt. Estes with his
indomitable squadron charging down the road. The confed=-
erates sprang to their sa<ddles and no bedy tarried, neith-
er pursusr or pursued, till the #lint River bridge had
been reached. Our men extinguished the flames already
kindled, saved the h:'idf{i‘jami soon were crossing in force

—r

Just as the twilight was darkening into the night.

ov amd_
One corps, Logan's, was quickly marched along the fgerther
A

bank of the river and hegan to ascend the wooded hill
Eﬂ'}-&

beyond. Hardee's corps hastily brought hither by rail

from Atlanta, now gave in the darkness only a feeble skir-
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mish line resistance. We charpged the hill, cleared the
way to the crest, and the men, though exceedinply weary

with a long march of 25 miles or more, worked the whole

\ S0 Thory nae Py Hin |

night to cover their front with the habitual intrenchment:

The next day, the 31st of August, Togani and Ramsom's men
supported by Blair, received Hardee's renewal of the con=-
fliet. The charges were not as vigorous as at Atlanta.
They were‘all along the line, repulsed, re the next

[ 8
4!s left and the two

day Thomas had elosed in on How

made a vigorous push for Joneshoro.

dro

Hardee's half of Hood's army was oedtt, The in=-

this movement

By

stant the situation was known to Hood, still at Atlanta,
he abandoned that eity and suceeeded by a wonderful night
mareh in forming a junction with Hardee below us at Love-
Joy stati;niﬁ Slocum, who with the 20th corps being lert
behind, had intrenched himself in a stronpg fortified

place across Sherman's northern communications, soon had

positive evidence by the city fires and explosions, that
Hood had lertr—isiput his eolumns in motion at dawn of

R = F:e.-pt&mbex/*\am! marched joyously into the lately he-~

leaguered city.
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Gen. Sherman who was near us at Jonesboro, gives a graph-
ie picture oelilitpldnd "That night," he says. " 1 was
so restless and impatient that T could not sleep, and
about midnight there arose, toward Atlanta, sounds of
shells exploding and other sounds like that of musketry.
T walked to the house of a farmer close by my bivouaec,
called him out to listen to the reverbrations which came
from the direetion of Atlanta, (20 miles from us,) and
inquired of him if he had resided there long. He said he
had, and that these sounds were just like those of a bat-
tle. An interwal of quiet then ensued when again, about
4 A. M., arose another similar explosion, but I still re-
mained in doubt whether the enemy was engaged in blowing
up his own magizines, or whether Gen. Slocim had not felt
forward and became engaged in a real battle," Later that
day rumor followed rumor that Hood was gone. Winally a
note from Slocum himself assured our anxious General of
the Facts. Then as he turned back to take possession he
sent to Mr. Linecoln that memorable despatch, "Atlanta is

ours and fairly won."







As Hood was yet stronf he prepared h mselﬁﬁfhi}e we rest-

ed, and re-equipped to\make a vigofous offensive campaign

with a view, as was said, to strAike our lines of supply

+
and tow us back, 1little by lit§le, first to K[haggnooﬁn,

then by a bold effort ecros # the Tenn. to bring us to

Nashville. TIf sueccessful if this it was hoped that Sher=-

man with his Generals, Thopas, Schofield and Howard would

a little later feteh wp
M

succeeded in doing us

Iouysville, Ky. The rash Hood

nich damage. He cansed the death

of many men and severg trials to YWany more, but he himself

being defeated by Sghofield, at WrAnklin, succeeded in

breaking up and degstroying his whole\army upon the bayo-

nets of Thomas af Nashville. Meanwhi

-

Atlanta, now de-

populated, had /become an importamt een re from whieh to

send forth tofard Grant in Virginia, a flinely equipped,

completel y organized conquering force. FProbably no
words uttered at this date ecould give to our children an
idea of the joy and the assurance of hope that penetrated

all classes of society when the proelamation was made at

Washington and echoed through the North and West, "Atlantas
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25.
is won." It meant, that "our glorious caunse had prevailedl

Ll
?Rebe]]iﬂn = sald cannot last much ]rm;gar!'ﬂtﬁiermerorth
! \

. =
every slave that touches our s0il shall be forever free.
|It spoke of the end of war, of the begining of peace,
glimpses of which were already seen from the hill-tops of
Georgia. | Tt meant speedy emancipation to white men as

well as to black. J It spoke of happy homes soon to be re-

visited, of lovely women and preecious nhi]:‘]ren/ who had

i
long waited for sueh good ne#ﬁ}nﬂd vhose eyes/were already
sparkling with delight to welecome us home. Yes, Yes,

B b
Atlanta 'won was indeed a bow of promise set in the clouds

though yet heavy; a bow of promise to America(and to the
world that right and justice and honor skedd prevail, and

God's will be done soconer or later upon the earth.
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