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CAMPAIGNING WITH SHERMAN.
From the Sea through the Carolinas to Washington.

On New Year's Day, 1865, General Geary who had been Mayor of San
Francisco and?..latar one of Buchanan's Governor§ of Kansas, had ended his
first week 111: direot command of Savarmnhj Geary, & good soldier, was
proud of exercising civil rule.

It had been a week of peace and good order and so the officere in

. general feeling grateful for that modicum of rest which everywhere pre-
vailed ,brought their greetings to Geary in the old fashion of ﬁaw Year
calle. After paying my respects to this proud Governor I began to visit
my COorps and Division Commanders. When I reached the temporary abode of
General Frank P. Blair I was shown to the door of his dining room. The
orderly saidf "They are in there, General". Without thought of intruding
I opened the door and stepped in unasked. A large table loaded with re-
freshments was surrounded by arrinarqjin“rull uniform, standing erect
with glasses in their hands. They had suddenly §risen when I opened the
door. Somebody was proposing a toast. I tried to retire saying to Blailr,
"I beg pardon, General; I didn't know you were at lunch." Every man then
with some blushes of embarrassment put down his glass. General Blair
laughed and begged me to join the party.

I said, "No, no, I might spoil your funf’than I backed out into the
adjoining room where in a moment Blair and Sherman came to me. Soon, af-
ter giving me a hearty welcome and leaving Sherman and me together,Blair
returned to his other guests.

Sherman explained that he had Jjust come there a few moments before

me.



N et -
[/}
: . dgsTaonold fixke

TN ASp

a1 J
i’} it

+« HAMATHE HTIY DUIMDIATMAD
JgaofanirdesY ol ssnlliors?d eodd dwywords se2 sdi moxT

nse Y0 Toysd nmeed bard orfw yvreed lLatenmed ,398L ,vsd a'tseY wel o
ald bebne bDsd ,ssansl Yo Promyevod a'mensroud Y0 eno Telslbrs aaatsnszq'
asw ,Tolbloes boon 8 ,yr1sed ,dsnnevsB To bnemmoo Yoetid nl Asew faxiy
«0ltrx [Ivlo nnleulotoxe Yo buoxy

nt sTeclito eodl oa bae <TebTo boon bns eoseq Y0 leew 8 need ban 11
-oTq oTordwyreve doldw feer 10 mwolbom ¥sdd 0% Liteisry nnileet 'Isweney .
T80y waﬁ 10 nolrdast blo edd nl yized ot samlesTn tledd finword beltsv
$lalv o neged I Tomrevod Huwoxg aldd ol sfoegeer wu snlysq TedIA .sllso
10 sbods yrsroqued edl beroser I medW .sTebmemmo? molalvid bme agqTod ¥m
edT .mocr srinld atld o <Toob edd of nworde esw I «xialf .9 insr® L[erenmed
arntburdnt Yo iuwordd froddlw .visrtened ,everld nl exe verT" .blee yltebro
-7 filw bebsol eldat eztsl A .bedesny nt beqyedas brs <Toob erfdd bemego I
toete 3ynlbnede ,merotiny [LyY nl ereolYYo vd bebmworrve esw sinemiasyt
oid beneqo I nedw mealth vinebbue bed verdT .abnsd <Tlerd ﬁt asgasly ddiv
(2i2ld o) unlyee otlleT of belxd 1 ,¥asof 8 antaogoTa msw yhodemo? .Tooh
nedd nsm Yrevd *.donul s eTew woy wond H'mblb I ;IsTened .mobiag ged Iv
xlpl8 Ietensd .saels ald awob fuy Snemeasrisdme Yo sedewld emos fAdiw
18q ord nlof o em bemmed bns bedawsl

orid odnt $wo beiosd I naﬁa‘}nuﬁ quoy [loge Jrigim I ,om ,oM* ,blee T
~18 008 .em of emso nsarrern® brs Tislf fnemom 8 nt eTedw moor natntolba
cisld, rerlenod em bre namredl pntveel bns emoolew yitsed 8 em aniviy Tel
: .sdaeuy Terito ald ot berruiet

' 910%ed sfmemom wet 8 oxerdd emoo faul bed ed isdd benislgxe nsmredl

o O



B
"I ' pleased to find you here, Howerd,- I am too busy now for this
jolity,though belng New Year, it 1s all rightl T was going over to your

—

houge for & talk."Then he sald substantlally, *I have declided to marech,
ae gsoon &g possible, through the Carolines. You will eross your Ay bY

water over to Deaufort,2.0, Saxton is there on Beaufort—island with a

Sioour: and Kilpatrick will go.,up the Savannah on the west side as
far as Sisters TFerry and cross the River there, Slocum will then march
to Robertsville.®

Just ag soccn as you ear do it I want you to push across abcut twen-—
ty miles to the north end of Beaufort Island, and lay a bridge there,
vass on northward vy Gardens Cormer to Focataligo,.®

Sherman had tut a sketclhy map bhefore us,

"Dontt the enemy still held the forts at Garden's Bornaribfand Po=-
cataligot*, I asked.

w0k, yes,* he said, but they can't detaln you long."

nrell,* I sald, what are the means of transportation eoross the
gulfs and bayst"

Sherman had that in mind. "The quartermaster's department here have
many boats and small vessels such as they are-, and the Admiral will use
naval ocraft galore. You must be at Pocalddigo by the 15th inst. Can you
do 1t%v

"If it can be done, General, you will find me there the 15th of Jan.*

The earmvaign began at once. Everything for a time worked in Kindly.
Refore the end of the first week I went over to Beaufort and took my
quarters with Saxton. As the boat—loads, Blair dispatehing them, landed
I had them sent to their brigade and division campg. By January 1lth the
entire 17th Corvs,(Blairs) was landed and ready to advance.






flaneral Logcan rejoined his command the 8th of Jamuary and following

Blair ferried over his mumerous brigades., I had him

]

siid one division
t+0 march by the nion-Causevey. This relieved the terrible pressure on
the geamen and navel cormanders., Ve later were obliged to send Corse's
Division to eross with Slcocevm. The ralie were 60 heavy as Lo raise the
rivey shove its banko, This dolayved Slocum and Corse & full week beyond
the time Slocum was t0 be at Roberteville,

I had tovgh work to got 7 1ds

m%d ridge traln to Sesufort on tims., At laat
on Jamiary 13th with the 17th Corys and pert of the 15th I marched the
airhteen miles to the north ypoint of the Island, While the brldge was
beine laid dur‘ng the night we g1l bivouvaced near a strange negro settle-
ment, I think these neproes were ghe last from Africa. They danced all
night, holding their hands with palms up as if to cateh drops of blessings
from above, and they shouted ¥lory,glory® mixed up with werds which none
of ue could transiate. They éxhibited great joy. Our soldiers left thelr
asgrmeg 1o behold this stranpge scene and often gave baok shout for shout,
and thus ther perticipeted in this sdnpgular jublilee, Everything was
lighted up by our ocmnp fires and made a victure of which de¥Weyiches might
be proud.

Sarly the 14th ny crossing the arm of the sea just bridged to the
main land began. A few troorvs to capture the pilckets of the enemy had
been first pushed over in boats, That was done the evening before so that
all was clear ilmmedistsly ahead of us. Our bridge, owing to some rotten
uanvasttrcuulad us much by eontimous breakages near the shore; but we
nmanaged by contimious mending to get well over before noon,

Accompaning Blair I followed the leading troops till we were suds

denly brought to a standstill by a fleld-fort near Garden's Corners,






T aterred out with nmy Aide, Capt. Beeche to exomine 1t, Tt was only trou-
blescme on account of what appsared to bde smeft clay pground in front of

1ta parapet, Just then there was no firihe from that side of the fort,

Ye ventured along,.Beebe and I, stamping the pround to try it; when I
tuirned bhack a single nhar?—ﬁnooﬁar hed oot our ranre and fired. Te ac-
knowledre his salute I raised my hat, but hastened sway, He was, thue stil-
mlated, rather impolitely I thought, to fire agaln three or four times,
throwinge up the dirt altogether toco near us for safety, Our skimishers

who were watching our movements cheered us in & lively manner when we

passad back under cover. I hed found the pround herd encugh to charge
over; but during the delay Cenersl leggettts Divieion had passed beyond

the FYort to the east of 1t, oo that the Confederates ( only & rear g:ardj
and & battery) fled 1n haste toward Poostaligo,

Syronding out our troops like & fan we succeaded in marching on all
the rcads, but the Confederctes were sure,withoul rcaacQ’ however, that
woe ware aiming for Charleston. Ve reached the neighborhocd of Poocatalige
Junetion about sun-down, Naturslly it wae guarded by a fleld fortifica-
tianhin a thinly wooded country flat and Ewampy,-4 fortification of laxrge
démensions. The mein fort head twenty-four embrazures for cannon,and
faced,like tine sprvers,tovard every poini of the compass. Our skirmish
line from ths 15th Corps yushed on quickly to within musket range and
developed a sharp and panicy sort of firs. This ¢a2used to us the loss
of several veluable lives, They had many pleces of artillery waitlng
in those enbrazures. This made 1t very vexaclous and trying to the skir-
misiners; but ocur gharp-shooters soon got to work and effectually sticpred
the Confederate gunners., Ye heard our men ¢all out, where the rifles
gounded like cannon and voiges resounded through the pine trees and across

the marshes with redoubled effeot, "Ho, there, Johnniesl stop your none-






sense: this is the 15th CGorps,., We'll hive you all in the merning.®

A% davbreak we found that they had heeded the werning and abandoned
their strong fort and fled,

That day, the 15th of Jarmuary, 1864, I planted my feel upon the cross

ties at the Pocatalipgo Junection; and I sald, *All righv, the firsl stage

Shermar® Savannah program sc far as the right wing was oconcerned was
thus fulfilled to the letiter, Blalr covered all spproaches to Focataligo,
and pressed his brigades far out to the right and left and over toward
Robertasvilie to meet Sloocun. {Lgﬂiid not get thepe till after many deys,
having encountered almost insuperable obstacles. To Focatallgo Logan
more rapldly olosed up his division,

sherman & littie lupetlent gt the high-waler delays, @f gi;ﬁ&h and
8locum ;whe were getting over the Savannah and across muwberless inter-
vening and hindering swamps,camne up via Beaufort and spent a few days
with me. 8Sometimes at night I would give him my camp bed, which though
without a mattress afforded reasonadbe comfort,eand he seemed to enjoy
sleeving there under my tent-fly. One night with his boots and trougers
off in redﬂii& knit dreawers he 1a1ﬁ down to sleep as we all thought, but
hearing some of the officers and myself talking around the camp fire about
general forse's expedition and reconnaisance toward Charleston, Sherman
roused himself and came out in stockings &nd drawers and began warming
himeelf by turning first one side and then the other to the fire and
treading in the ashes. So he paerticipated in the ccnversation. I had
just received a messapge from Forgpe's Division., IHe had dlscovered a large
pody of Confederates, He did this by threatening to cross the Salkehatohis
toward Charleston. His men had kept cutting wood, building large fires
and showing through small openings a very extensive skirmish line. Behind
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thie 1line his several drum-Corps boldly rang out in the nelghboring foreat
the sounds of the fife and drum, It was not long vefore the other bank
©f the river was peopled with all the force Hardes could mster to stop
Bherman's, passage.-

After hearing the news Sherman laughed and as he juaped inte my ved
without dusting his socks, orled outy, *That's gocd news-,a8ll right now,
Howard, "

The next day (Fsb, lst, 1865) taking a general direction a little
weatl of north I put ny command into dn indescribable wilderness of swaiap,
trees, small rivers and their branches, considerably worse I believe than
those penetrated by the children of Israel at any time between Fgyrt and
the promised land., Blair moved on twelve or fourteen miles to Whippy
Swamp, and Logan, taking narrow roads tc the left of Blailp, worked his
way to Hickory Hill Post Office. Blair's men, those not in the roads,
struggling on through the thickets with cauasioﬁfsmall openings, breath-
ing places,to right and left of his main colunn,brought up at Vhirpy Swamp

about one in the afterncon. I was with nim at the tine of arrival, There

our whole front was held up by the bloodiest sort of spiteful picket fir-
ing. The roadway ahead of us was completoly blocked in its niddle and
far to the right and left by felled trees and five smaell bridges gone.
B1x hundred Confederates,more or less,were behind the 'blockade,

General Mower, who always loved to meet such trifiing orposition,
soon managed to get a half side wilew for a battery necar his advance, and
began what he called a brisk enfilade. The 600 Confederates were soon
routed after the battery bvegan to play upon them; the obstacles were re-
moved; the miry causeways were handsomely corduroyed with small cypress
and the five bridees rebuilt with larpe® tress, so that before night the
bloody swamp was crossed and the whole of Blairts Corps encamped on the
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gafer side where there was more lateral space and flrmer ground. The
Oonfederate firing had been hot encugh that day. iany of ocur bravest
men on the firing line near the roade were badly mut and 2 fer slain,
~,m“£qW?c standing near Lisuten -%ﬂﬁ' Taylor, the assistant and the son

ué'ﬂE ﬂ;1gf of artillexry a fine young officer ol about ny E 11“
struck his neck severing an artery; I s=aw the blood spurt as from a
vierced by a lancet, I selzed with a thumb and finger the Birs of the
wound and held them fimb' together., It was but a few minutes before
a surgeon came, He sald, ®General, your quick action saved this voung
man's life.v

It 1s & ocomfort onoe in a while in war to feesl that you have saved
a lire,

Logan's men marching fast made mdre distance during that day then
we did, yet they met with contimous and similar obstructions. From Lo-
gan's report to me that nizght I mads this rscordi: "Our men made short
work of clearing away these obstacles, doing 1t joycusly and declaring
that they could remove thein guicker than the Confedrates could make tihsm,.®

On the third we had the energetic division commander, lower, ahead.
He made early and with speed a demonstration toward Broxton's Eridge
over the SBalkehatchee, This bridre was long and continuous, It was
utterly oconsmumed. Mower, after doing all he could to convince the Conle-
derates that hemeant to go that way sc mmch so as to bring together large
niimbers of the troops and batterlies of his eneny, m leoft a single bat-
tery of heavy puns protected by one regiment to keep up the demonstration.
The woode were too thiok for even an enemy to guess what lower was deing;
he then turned northward and moved quickly a distance of five niles to
Piver's Bridee, Fe arrived just in time to prevent another body of Con-

federates from completely severing that connection. Thay were, however,
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on hand soon enough to worry his soldiers more than usual, Our men were

resleted not only by eavalry, but by artillery and infantyy hastlily broupght
to and ocoupying a well defined fleld work; it was =o vlanted on high
pround as to five a clear eweep esoross the river and the lLagoon Brildges
and ohecked every aveme of gprroach to the main stream., There wae &
sidden bend in the princinle cnueeray. Then Col, Warer Swavne of the 43rd
Ohio with,his men all around him had Just turned that point many of them
were disgbled and he hirnelf was strek by a niseile which fractured his
and carcetd G ‘ ’
leg, He vas almogt vraonciara when they bore him on a sort of 3
gtretcher vast where I was trying to chserve operations. The bearer
ted near me to restyfor Sweyne was & heavy man, I,saw that he was in
great rain and iteking some plne burrs of large size I used them as chocks

to £1x hils shattered leg in as natural a positicn as pawlbles, Thi

i.-'}
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him termporery rellsf. Juest then orvenling his eves e looked into my face
and said gently, "eenerel, the Lord sustains me.* We all remember his
grand supseguent life, His Ghristian_Gharacter1anﬁ.helpfulnaaa tc others
¢ould not have been excelled,

The detall I heve given is enocugh to show how we struggled through
those gwamps where sverybody had prediocted that we would sooner or later
be annihilated. But Lee in Virginia, Dick Taylor beyond the Mlselssippi,
and Hood defeated in Tennessee, Hardee could not get nmen together fast
enough or mamerous encugh to stop ua; and furthermore our enemies had
rever interrreted Sherman's purpcossg soon enough, He was expected at
Charleston and other coast towns which he disdained to visit. In the
Carolinas he was always aiming for the up country.

Every branch of the Salkehatchee and the Salkehatchee itself and
every branch of the Edistgﬁku and in_oluding ite nortqénrk, has a distinet~
ive history of ite own, Thie north fork as we came tﬁ it almost simle






taneously at all the prover places of crossings we did have sharp O0PPO-
sition, but we resolutely met it and overcame 1it, tonfederates out-
mumbered were ohliged to give way and take up new rellying points. Vhat
a time we had mar night at Orangeburg! That north fork, having several
channels and _»ﬁﬁr&arnd by wide swamps was the hardest of any of the streams
in South Gqﬁ;lliina to oross., The trees being close together afforded our
soldiers ﬁém;#{ protection and some compensation for the mud and water they
had to wade ._r£11raugh. By ocutting roads, by using canvas boatsg, and bulld-
ing new bridgaa Blair at last got possession of the town egalnst the
fisrcest and bloodiest fighting we had had since entering the so called
osveroign state of South Carolina. When finally beaten the Confedorates
drew off toward Coluwrbia.

While I was olearing out the last of the hostile forces a lady with
dlshevelled hair blovn intc etreamers by the high wind ran out to me and
begged in a shrill voice: *Oh,sirg, glve me a guardl-give me a guard and
immediate protection.*®

I said, I cannot give guards, Madam, 1111 I get voassesslon of the
town,"

A fire broke out in the third story of a store-house, said to have
baaff& & %? a % who was angry because the Confederate scldiers had
burned his cotton. Both sides were burning cotton then, The wind was
gtrong and the flames spread till m of Orangeburg was consumed.

Phat pight, after Logen and Blair had brought thelr men irto camp
and I had made 1y dispositions for our stay. I went to Sherman's head-
quarters. He was 1in a largaffhnuaa and had a sigeable room for himeolf

and his adjutant. GSeveral officers were presont, Blalr, Jiles A. 8mith
and others. Sherman was talking and blaming Wade Hampton for Tighting
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at Orangeburg and so endangering the town and the people.

"fell, Howard,® he sald, "is everything done as we planned."®

I had hardly answered yes when some ladies were ushered in., It was
growing dark and the room wﬁs but dimly lighted. Sherman was very polite
to them as always. One took the lead as I stepred aslde and she bepan to
gpeak! "General Sherman, I knew you in Charleston. Perhaps you remember
me, I am the same who was Yellie ¥,--=t The Ceneral seemed to remember
her and they talked for a few moments about the good times before the war.

Suddenly she said, *I want you to give me a good guard., When I asked
for one todayinne of your offigers treated me with insult.®

*Why, why how could that be?*, asked the Teneral, "Pray tell me whe
it was that could do such a thing?e

®*It was Ceneral Howardishe sald sharply. She did nrot know that I was
there till Shermnn\3sngh1ng heartily, sald{ "How is this, Howardfi®

Of course I explained as well as I ccﬁld and stamered that when I
refused the puard the Confederates had half the town; but I am sure that
I wae never quite forgiven by that lady for my seeming harshness.

By the evening of the 15th of February my two Corps had swent away
2ll oprosition and were occupying the plateau on the west bank of the Con-
garee River. The morning of the 1€th we found that all the intrenchments
in our front had been abandoned and the Confederates had orossed the two
river the Ealu&a and the Broad,-rivers whioch unite to form the Congaree.
0f course the Confederates destroyed the bridgeda. Ovr men worked all
night in laying ovr rvontoons. Ve were obliged to work over &t least one
brigade across the Broad in canvas boats. The place where we landed wase
a kind of muddy dike covered with trees and thick underbrush. With such
a protection the Confederates again fought us hard; but st last we ware
well over and the enemy gcne. Ccl, Stone of Gen, Woode! Division (Lo-
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gan's Corps) with his brigade led the way toward Columbla, It was ten g%

o'olock when Col. Stone met the Mayor of Columbia bearing a flag of truueég

The Mayor formally surrendered the City to him, l
/o soon as the last bridge was fully completed I rode across with COen,

Sherman and took the direct road with him to the City. We found the ground

very dry; the wind was blowing a hurricane and the dust almost blinded

us as we progeeded., I pave Logan the charge of the City Just as Sloocum

had been given the care of Savammah,and Logan put the duty at first upon

Woode! Division of which Stone's Brigade as we have seen formed a part.

As soon as Sherman and I entered the olty we found a large portion of

Btona's Bvigade in the main street with arms stacked. Besldes the soldiers,

hundreds of white people and negroes met us and greeted Sherman with loud

cheers, We saw a long row of cotton piled up high and on fire, Some men

were at work trying to extinguish the fire, using an engine. The loose

cotton was blown about in every direction and bits of it were seen on the

" poofs of houses and on the limbs of shade trees. After vaseing Col.

gtone T noticed that some of our men had been drinking and sent back an

crder to Stone to have them placed under puard. The guards in genoral

appoared well loceted aniwere doing their duty. Thinking evervthing was

as it should be Sherman andfaaparatﬂd to seleet our quarters with the

hope of getting a little rest. It was hardly derk, however, before a

fire h?nka out in the vieinity of that main street. Some people thinking

to'acnciliata our soldiers had carried whiskey in palls along the linea,

Men who niad been fighting and working all night and who had had as yet

very 1little to eat were very quickly under the influence of drink. 4s

goon as he discovered this,ceneral Woods sent in a fresh brigade and a

11ttle later Logan had Gen. Hazen furnish another., I spent that night

in making every effort that I possibly could to save as mich of Columbla






a8 was possible and to prevent disorder and suffering. As I did,so did
my entire staff. I met G_sneral Sherman, CGenernl lLogan, fen, Woods and
other officers of rank frequently during the nightiand ngnow that they
were putting forth every effort they could to arrest the fire. Fortunate-
ly for Columbla the wind changed about three o'clock in the morning and
a 12ttle more than one third of the haautifﬁl oity was thus yprovidential-
1y kept baock from heing consumed,

Heither Sherman nor any of his lieutenants santioned any of the mise
eonduct which has been mcnrdsmmantly against all the dictates
of hmmanity. The Confederate Conmanders began the fires, When they blew
up the rallway station and scattered the cotton over the City and caused
it to be set on fire. Both Armies were instrmcted at that time to burn
the cotton, In my judgement 1t would have been difficult to burn the
cotton and destroy the publle bvuildings without endangering the City.
5t1ll there were drunken soldlers, priscners let loose of every descrip-
tion and plenty of bad men, thédves and robbers wandering about who
doubtless cared little for an order and who helred to increase the ine-
describable terrors of that awful night.

After leaving Columbia we spread out as before from Slocum's left
to mw}right covering a breath of thirty and forty miles. I now kept with
Logan as I had with Blaly», Logen and I were habitually on the hest of
terms. lle always did his rart with unabating zeal. We had one 1ittle
uantrq_;amps, at the first river crossing. This river was oversrreand-
ing 1ta banks more than a helf mile =sach way end the ground beceme so soft
that it would not held up the wagons or the artillery ocarriages. It e
came necessary to make corduroy roads under water, & mosi 4ifficult thing
todo., I directed Gen. Logan to use his vioneers and whatever tropys were

needed for this work, and I sent gy also to aid him my engineer battallon.
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After perhaps a couple of hours trial Logan wrote me an angry note and
sald that 1f I did not take away those trouvblesome englneers that he
would not make another effort to bridge that river. I took the raper
from the messenger and folding it in three parts I wrote across the back
of 1t in the form of an endorsement these wordas: "The Commanding offilger
of the 15th Army Corps will obey every lawful order.*I sent the paper
back to Logan. About twenty minutes after this we met and found every-
‘thing going on harmoniously. Neither off us ever referred te the affailr
again. This was the only difference between Logan and myself which
ooourred during that campaign, ZIEvery day the muber of negro fanilles
that came aléng with us was on the inorease. There was a curlous admix-
ture of wagons, Mmiles and horses and peoplde carrying bundles of every
glze and deseription.

Arriving at the Neuse River I.,was permitted to dispose of this strangs
rert of my oolumn, Giving them sufiiclent wagons to cerry a few davs
suprly I sent eight thousand five hundred of them with a cavalry escoxrt.
They went to the coast and settled there according to Ceneral Sherman's
hurmane field order that he dssued for their benefit. After this Ceneral
Joe Johnaton was again in our front. iie had gathered in the garrisons from
the north and the south and Hardee was his second in command., Soon
feeling strong enough he attacked Sloscum's Corps and the,severe battle
of Averysboro,resulted. A little later came the last battle, Bentonville,
N.0., vhich was severer and lasted twe days, both wings belng =iy
engaged. Just as one of my divislons (liower's) had almoet enveloped
Johnston's left and seized his commnications, Sherman called ve cff de-
claring that they had been fighting enough, I think that his mind was
fixed on getting to CGoldsbore speedily. Sherman was victorlovs, but the
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vietory might have been more decisive, Hardee permitted his son, Willle,
hardly 16 years of age, to go into this battle with the Confederate Cav-
alry. The lad wes mortally wounded and ocarried to Raleigh where ho died.,
cen. Stephen D, Lee, my classmate, sent in some underground way this let-

ter scross the lines to mé: ®Dear Howard: When you get to Raleigh, Tor

I suwppose vou will get there, I want you to give good protection tn'ﬁﬂtnp,__‘

family, because they were so kind to Willie Hardee when he was mortally
wounded.®
(11687

On the X3¢ anﬂ we reached Goldsboro. As s00n A8 My OOIMANd was
gettled in proper shape for offense or defense I ren in as usvual to see
Sherman.

wgome in, Howard,-here we are at Coldsboro at last,as I told you
at Atlantal®

T eonpratulated him gs I tock a seat, then I told him that T had
met some troops from Terry. Sherman liphted a ciger and began ee he 80
often did to walk about the mroon.

vYes, Terry has formed junction with us, and Schofield with the
23%rd Corps has come around from Nashville, but the work is not yet done.®

Then eatching up a map which included ¥.0, and Va,., he indloated the
next march. He still hoped 4o Fform junetion with Crant, Following a
review and the gathering of some necessary supplice we took the fisld as
before, moving northward. At cr rear Smithfield I saow plainly that
southern men were talking mysteriously and looking troubled. At last one
of then sald to me, “General Howard, we've heard some bad news. Ye are all
at your mercy; lLee has surrendered to Grantf A little later we had the
strange and unexpected tidings more directly. By the 13th of,Avril we

were encamped in and around Raleigh., Johnston was at Turham's Station
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2-& _ mi1es west of Raleigh with bodies of cavalry of both armies watche
ing between us. Peace was in the air, Shermanrchad received when near
Smithflield a note from Johnston asking to negotiate for termsjand Sherman
had agreed to meet him in three days, that is, on the 13th of April at
or near Durham Station. The news spread among themen and filled all
hearts with enthusiasm and hope.

But just before Sherman set out to meet Johnston & dispatch was
placed in his hands which announesd to him the dreadf1l &nd stertling
news of the assassination of Abraham Lincoln. Sherman was almoat crushed
by this announcement. He saw me just hefore his departure and I knew
that something was wrong. He looked pale and tightly closed hias teeth
as I had seen him do in battle, but he did not reveal the matter to me,
nor to anvbody. He gave Johnston the dlspatch as soon ga their rreet-
ings were over and told him that he had not let any of ug know; bectuse
he was so afraid of the anger of his men., Johnston was & rmch affected
as Bherman and dencunced the marder with vchemanece,

Sherman'a terms not belns quite accentable at Washington Grantv cane
to ue and soon all went well and Johnston's army and all others wore sur-
rendered on the same terms as those glven to Lee, Crant and Sherman by
invitation viasited tha Raleigh Female Seminary. When they were coming
away I saw that the windows of the Seminary were fllled with rretty Taoces,
The girls were taking a 100k at thelr stalwart enemles and some of them
displayed their hostile feelings. Orant probably from his quick obser-
vation guessed what was taking place, mm# turned sudderly on his heel and
looked at the girle, They pave little goweamg and quickly dissrreared.

0f course I carried out my oclassmate's wish at Releigh, doing all
I oould to proteot the femily which had been kind tco Willie Hardee,
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We now made a rapld march to Richmond, Va., and there I had a tele=-
gram from Grant to let my ocommand be marched by 1y officers to Alexandria,
and to go myself by water to Washington and report to the Seoretary of
War, lr, Stanton, This I did and was made "Cormlssioner of Freedmen®.
Mr, Stanton told me to retain the command of the Army and the Department
of thaTenneesee, rarticularly as I should need to select officers from it
to ald me in my new duties., The great review by the President,-the re-
view of the eastern and western aimiles-was planned by the time my own
reached the shore of the Potlomae and encampednear Arlingion Heights.

Just before that event, the review, I mean, Genarald and I met in
the office of General Townsend, the Adjutant CGeneral. We werse at that time
by oureselves,

rHoward,* sald Sherman, *I want you to give u® the command of thnh
Arny of the Tennessee before the great review and let Logan have it on
that occaslon.®

t0f course I demmrred and at first strongly protested. Sherman then
sald that Logan had been preatly disappointed that he had not been al-
iowed to be the suococessor of loPherson and that he, Sherman, would like
10 please him in this thing. ¥It will be everything to Logan; Howard,
you are a Christian and will not mind ¢his., . . .%

I answered, "Very well, Cenernl, if youn put 1t en that pground,I sub-
mit.

I turned to him as I reached the door, doubtless showing some feecle
ing and aske%rﬁe vith his staff at the review.

.\'
Sherman murmired something which I did not distinetly hear. When the

day of the review came,

on the right of the staff—iine next to Cen. Barry, Shermaifs

Chief of artlillery. We were near the Capitol Just before the march up
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Pennsylvania Avemue began. L8

General Sherman, brilliant in uniform and by hls vose Troud and hap—
Py, turned about and asked, *Where is Howard?®

Somebody amswere, "Back there by Barrf.'

Sherman 1{’“1“5':1,4 and cadlled me to him, "You're to ride with me today.®
And I did eo.

ATter forty-three yvears a young man brought me a letter wrltten to
me by General Sherman,- & leiter vhich I had never seen, The young man
sald: sy father received this letter from a clerk of Genersl Sherman,

a ir. Maine (the son of 2 Confederate O0fficer) who picked it up from
Sherman's office floor in Washington, Allow me to glve it to you; 1t
really bhelongs to you.r

"hat letter was a kind expression ¢f Sherman's wishes written before
the review, i,0.~ for me to ride with him at the head of the western ar=
mies which he commanded. It was already in o nilce frame and now hange 1n
the uppver hall of our house in Burlington, Vermont, teside the pleture

of General Grant and his family.
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