





Fourth Monograph.

CAMPAIGNING WITH SHERMAN.

Before the opening of the Spring Cempgign of 1864, Grant had bheen,
through an Act of Congrees, promoted to a rank new to our regulations, name-
ly, that of Lieutenant Ceneral. FHe wes then assigned to command all the
Union Armies, and Sherman took the Military Geographicel Division which
he vacated.

On the 18th of March Grant and Sherman were together at Nashville, whert
Grant turned over to Sherman the Vestern Armies, and set out for Washington.
Sherman, going with him as far as Cincinneti, had a thorough understanding
with him as t0 the Spring wvork to be undertaken.

As soon es he could Shermen came to us, wvho hed wintered in the neigh-

Bee Moo
borhood of Chattanocoge. He called a meeting u{ijrm¥ Corps and Division

Commanders. In the village,-Chattanooga was hardlgﬂggie than a village
_then,- we found our way to a small one—-story house owned by a worthy citi-
zZen, Hr.‘?.Tl Williamﬁ. Sherman and Thomas were slready there when Hooker
and 1 came in. e Guwessem and.échofield, classmates at West Point, entered
the council room together; and soon the other officers invited were nre—
sent. After a pleasant greeting to each, all standing, Sherman without cere
mony took a seat beside s slZeable square table,vhile MeCoy, one of his
Aides, unrolled a Topographical chart, which had been prepared for the
occasion. He first told us the general plan of Campaign that Grant desired
to work out. "The objective points", he seld, "are the armies of our oppo-
nents, for example, Lee's near the Rappahannock, Dick Tasylor's bevond the
Mississippri and Joe Johnston's at Baituh, Georgia." Sherman was chewing

the end of an unlighted cigar. "The Hohnston Army is our objective. Ve take
the ﬂffensiva,rﬂrive that Armﬁ out of Dalton; get into the interior; in-






flict all the damsge we c&n; and we must manage to keep our eneny so busy
that he cannot send reinforcements elsewhere, particularly not to the Fast."

e
brought back with him from the Mississippl McPherson now e the Army of

After leaving Grant,Sherman had sped sround from ﬁi:;; 0 Army and
the Tennessee, and Schofield, who had the"Army of the Chio", having re-
placed Purnside at Knoxville. These two with Thomasg had become Sherman's

three army commanders. Hooker, dignified, smiling and handsome, sat besilde

General Thomae and I was near them. Thomaes, during a pause when Sherman
had stepped out of the room for a moment, complimented Hocker on his record.

"Ch*, sald Fooker gracefully, " General Thomas, you are the maker g{_hiﬁ-

tory." As soon as Shermsn resumed his seat he told us that the 1llth and

12th Corps would te consolodated and form the new 20th, and that Gen.
Howard would have the 4th Oorps as Gordon Granger,its present chief,(who
wes not present) would go away upon a leave of absence.

This was a specimen of Sherman's wer meetings. He said of i1t: "¥e had
nothing like a council of war, but consulted freely and frankly on all
matters of interest then in progress or impending."

Schofleld was to bring down from Knoxville 14,000 men. He was a scho-
larly man, wary and judicious, always helpful; about the size of Grant.

. McPnerson was to furnish from his Department (of the Tennessee) 25000 men.
In stature like Sherman, ten years younger, the completest of engineers,
with a large head up, and a pleasant face. Thomas had in readiness his
Arry of the Cumberland and would take out at least 70000, which would
include artillery end cavalry. Thomas was strongly buillt, of about Sher-
maﬁ's age. Just as the confering was about to close,Sherman said, "Ve'll
gather here," pointing to a place on the chart, "about the first of May."

I enjoyved this meeting. Shermen was especially cordial to me. "“You

see, Howard, the 4th Corps 1s scattered from here to bevond Knoxville.






You'll have to go up to Loudon, East Tennessee, to relieve Granger and
get your Corps together by the first of May." The future looked bright
to me as I rode back to Lookout Valley that evening.

It was the 6th of May, 1864. The three armies had assembled near
Catoosa Springs, at one time a popular summer resort between Chattanocoga
and Dalton. The place now was almost deserted, containing empty boarding
houses, many trees newly leaved, a few trembling citizens, and a small
crowd of curious black people. The morning was sunshiny as I rode into
the village and stood near a neglected circular fountain, then without
water. Soon Sherman and Thomas came up and dismounted, their orderlies
taking thelr horses. A few other officers, including Schofield and MoPher-
son, joined us there. With his map spread in front of him, over his knees,
Sherman gave us the needed explanation. "Here, Thomas," glancing at the
map and eastward upon the ascending slope, " here are vour forces. 'Up there
to the left on that steeper inecline, are yvours, Schofield." "Ch, ves, é::;;
Ao s A
man's cavalry and battery beyond! They are not in sight from here."

"Down there to the right, McPherson, vour men are massed (?) readv to

pass Snake (Creek Cap and strike Johnston's line south of Dalton.?

Thomas in his quite way here put in a word: "Send at once, General, the
larger force not. the smaller through the CGap." Shermsn smiled, shook his
head and replied, "I am not ready yet, Thomms, to exchange bases with John-
ston." I caught the tenes of a difference of opinion, but there was no
unpleasant feeling as we separated &nd went off to our separste camps,hav-
ing confidence in each other and hope for the future. As iy camp was near
Sherman's I visited him during the evening. Instead of a tent he had =
tent fly stretched over some rails, leaned up ageinat a fence. A fire was
burning brightly near one end, and Sherman was standing nesr it with one or

two callers warming their hands by the fire. A few camp stools were there.






He hed,close by, hls mess-kit and another tent fly drawn over some poles
held in place by slender crochet stickas. It was his dining hall for there
were two long boards for a table. After a while Capt. Dayton, his Adjutant.
General, was obliged to have a smell common tent for his papers. I spoke
of the simplicity of things for the Commander of Armies: "Yes, ves, Howard,
I have cut off the baggage for everybody and I mist set an axample.t‘s"rhomaa
worries me; he insists on having a tent to sleep under."’,) Gen. Thomas had
in & reilway sccident injured his back and shoulder, and really found it
necessary te teke more care of himself than did those around him. Otherwise
he could not have endured the hardships of a campaign. Sherman liked Tho-
mas and always closed his criticism with some kind word. * Ve ocan't do
without Thomas even if we do have to take extra care of him."

The next morning my Corps in the center of the general line began the
forwerd movement. My Division Commenders were Stanley, Newton and r.:’:;&.”
Ve were standing where we could see our several brigades, vhen the order
®"forward" was given. Sherman with his field-glass was on a prominent knoll
and his signel station close at hand. All were gaZing intently upon the
long crest of Tunnel Hill., The troops with gay flags and bright arms sprang
forward in the buautiful morning light. The Confederate Cavalry opposite
soon appeared coming u;p mm%?m the ridge. This adda;&ﬁm’i'/mant to
the scene. A battery ha:r:a and t.hnr::h‘: ened to place, which only served
to deepen the feeling of experienced veterans. At & bugle call the outer

line, in double time, ran forward and soon cleared the whole front. A few

zip-zaps of the skirmish rifle th cannon's ruar a few shrieks of ex-
ploding ahails,}s few men kill nnd a hundred’ wnundad—- that was all of the

battle &t Tunnel Hilﬁ*? Vhen I joined Stanley on the crest just taken,
whence we could see Rocky-face Ridge behind whizh was Johnston's Confederste
Army, Stanley cried out, "General, the ball is opened!" and indéed it had.






It was Shérman™s strange ball, a long dance for more than a hundred days.

Sherman jolned us there and expressed his satisfaction at this first move.
Yhile McPherson was ing his march southward toward Snake-Creek Cap
Sherman usually kept near Thomas' points of observation, from which I came

and went. Now he could see Newtdon's men climbing to the crest of the rocky

alro May
barrier azaingtﬂt_;lodd? resistance! a-nd—'ehergﬂkglimpseu of Schofield's
]
Infantr:rAtry to turn the northern extremity of the same hilly but his
n
mind with McPherson. "All I want," I heard him say as I

was leaving him to join Newton W on the narrow ridge, "is
to keen Johnston busy here, so as to give ‘Eli: time to get to Resacca."
When that night I came to report to Thomas the situation of my Corps, Sher-
man was there. I saw that something had gone wrong. "Howsrd," he said, "Mc-
Pherson has lost the chance of his life!" Turning to Thomas, he added with
considerable feeling, "Take now all your Army except Howard, and I will
bring Schofield. We will push with all speed to Resacce through the Gap.
"-J? McPherson finding a consideresble force.in his front has retreated through
the Cep. I will let Stoneman's Cavalry remain with Howard. Of course,
Cen. Howard, you will get your orders ima—femn. Be sure to hold Johnaton
as long ag vou can; 1if he hears of my move he will go as fast as he ean
rr;:um Y yewt through Dalton to Resacca. As soon as he starts follow him
v s

Just as Bharmanhsaid., it vas s done. For a short timé I had some ap-
prehension that the Confedergtes would turn back on me. Gen. Newton said
they surely would; but after some brisk fighting andArapidAca.nnon firing,
I smr that it ns but a aa:r guard affair. Ye pushed ahead Stoneman and Ir
and worried\'lot:nﬂinl-h ra&r, t11l1 I had joined Sherman with little loss of

men or of timew o Lot sosat W*MMMH

'ud,n. I~
A two days battle ensued. Hood's Corps was sent around Sherman's
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#r=ni. There was a wide space between Stan-

left. I had Stanleyv'a Div
At

ley and the Oustenaulﬁkénd the Confe ates were pouring arsund that flank

Qﬁ,m:{a.aﬁw ¥
furious.,.J hurried off to

A

ive me a Division

and driving back Stanley's men. The bgttls
Thomas. Sherman and Hooker were together near him.
right off! They've turned us by the River. Thomas called to Hooker,"Gilve
Howard 2 Division s= quickly as-ssmssd®e." Col. lorgan, afterward commission
ér of the Indian Buresu, was with me (he was my taff officer).

He guided the nivisinn at one h an n wood to that tt nt.
I s heron o o wirSong
Hood's flankers were stopped, h¥s masses broken up, and dang
SDoova
dafaatﬁsvar. This battle ended llke so many others; by one of Shermafi's

Divisions almost getting at Calhoun upom Johnston's railway. He rstﬁggﬁzin
the night. We followed at dawn of the next day, McPherson moving westerly
towards Rome; Schofleld and Hooker easterly towards Cartersville; and
Howard and Palmer straight forw :& in pursuit. My corps, Newton's ivisinn

ahead, had quite a battle, twn:.%:k' 3 -4&1; A.dairsville.,
Sherman with his Chief of %ef Col. Bgai !and Cap I.;Da.}r on, overtook

me during this engagamsnt.1h3herman 8 attandantg, Newton{and mine made
quite & show of mounted men. A Confederate battery g?t our range and blazéd
awvay, shells shrieking over our heads, some explnding‘:;:;::;ur‘ One burst
g0 neer in our front, that Col. Poe was slightly wounded by a fragment.
Newton's Aide, Capt. Muntington Jackson, had his shoulder-knot cut off,
and was bruilsed besddes; ; and an orderly was worse wounded. The blood
that was s0 freely flowing on our long skirmish line in plain sight had
its counterpart here among the Generals. As we quickly separated and Sher-
man was riding off, he sald, "You are too gttractive, Howgrd, for me."
Hood seeing Hooker's and Schofield's advance past his eastern flank
told Johnston that his position, then with his back to the Etowsh was al-

ready turned, so Johnston immediately retired scross that river. Ye had
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8kirmished sharply at KingsImn, Cossallie and
by Hood from a dreadful battle at the river crnasing??ﬁherman put his

s but were saved

headquarters near nmine at Kingston, a point midway between his flanking
forces. A singular inecident occurred here during the first of our three
day's rest. Several offilcers were going to Gen. T.J. Wood's tent for re-
freshments. Wood turned to me and said jouj’eel?, "Come, Howard, don't be
singular, drink with the rest of us! " Shermen heard Wood's chaffing and
sald, "Come, Wood, let Howard alone. I want one officer vho don't drink!"
There was a small house across the road from the 1ittle Kingeton Church.

Shermen sat at a window in the house facing the Church Sunday morning(May
22nd,1864). General Corse Was just then his Chief of staff. He came into
Sherman's room and found him writing. A small flask of whiskey stood on
the tgble beside his ink-stand. Sherman never took much stimulant, but
when he was weary and desjred to gnntima his writing he would tske a swal-

CAANA -
low, as Seward was said to bedee—e= sipfof tea to put through a long speech.

As nhe reised the flask for); swallow the church bell opposite began to ripg.
"Corse,"sald he, "send the guard and arrest that fellow who is ringing

the bell, it annoys me." Corse did so. My friend, E.P. Snith,(afterwards
Hon. E.P. Emith,m Indian Bureau) wes the fellow. The rope had
caught the bottom of & trouser-leg and flying up had torn it to his thigh.
VYhen oy frienn'thare alune'was laughing at his disaster and wondering what
he should do, the grave order came from the door "fall in". "But look st
me. I can't be seen in this predicament. Tell the man that sent vou—*" "No,
no, they are not my orders. "Fall in." Between two armed men Smith marched
over and saw (orse. " Why, General, he pleaded, "it is Sunday and I was
ringing for Church." Corse went to Sherman. He looked up and ssked what

he wished. "I've had the man brot.; he belongs to the Christian Commission. »
"Vhat was he ringing that bell for?* "For Church. He says its Sunday. "
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*Sunday, Sunday!.didn't know it wgs Sunday. Let him go."
Scon Sherman and Johnston were facing each other on the®Dallas line".
& '
We fought the battley of New Hope~Church Dallas, Pine Top and Picketts
- - j e, P—

Mill with little relative change of position.

The 27th of May Sherman sent me with two divisions, Richard Johnsons'

and J.T. Vood's, a davs march tc turn the Confederate rigimt an

ble st'r*:lker a ‘nard lmr.. My Alde, Capt. Stinson, had s rifle
Ig:-.-., ¥ Lo-cn Yigea, HWee .

his ‘no }ia nas the nephew of James G. Blaine**_l vas wounded in my left

foot a tle beginning at 6 P.H. though £ Ilﬂ lik mme thunder

atnrms, terrific while it lagted. H}r men weru
Ot peer—ipdiled and w}\rmre ﬂat}l? W . g, The ing and the night

4 Johnston's prepared attack the

intrenching of our sturdy men
next morning, and caused him to swing back his whole line to a new position
less favorable to hiﬁl was With Sherman when he noticed the boldness

of the Confederates on Pine Top. He ordered me to f u and st looking on
when one of my batteries banged away at the e;pp’om pl&uagﬁ\aroum the pointed
height. He then rode away. It was told him after the war that Johnston
himgelf was up there with Polk, Hardee and others. They saw us getting

ready to fire and scattered;"but General Polk, who was dignified and corpu-
lent, walked back slowly X X X X was ﬁt:ﬁcﬁws the breast by an un-

exploded shell which killed him instantly.* The signal off‘iua:ck int reted

the message that followed: "Send an ambulance for Gen. Polk's body. I saw
“Ad
more and more of Sherman every day fer he went from Corps to Corps during

the battles of Muddy-Creeék, Kenesaw, Kolb's Farm and Smyrna Camp ground.

R, . e ———

At Kenesaw his headquarters were near CGen. Thomas's center 600 vards to

the rear of my line. He had wires along on the graund to Hqil:i-gl
and to Schofleld; alse to his depot of arms and suppliam Ve rectlved a

bloody repulse there before those prepared works, 1031112: many valuable
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lives., "Howard", sgld after the war, "I am sorry that 1 ordered thalf-:‘ﬂ;;

2. VA

assault, though I helleved myself justified at the time. At Bmyrne Camp

July 4th, 1864, a half mile west from the Chattahoochee was 2 two story
house standing in a pretty grove of quite sizZeable trees. My oOwn caup

was there. 1In front was Stanley's Division in a long line with skirmishers
1ntrunnhud in the usual rifle pits and short trénches. A Confederate Divi-

e e bk —
aion in the edge a thick wood faced me. Sherman rode over from the
A

river to see me. "Howard,"he saild, 'thaﬂif-"s no enemy in yvour front only
pickets. He 1is mﬁghing at you." "You are nmistaken, General," I answered,

] have abundant evidence of the presence of a large force." He was 80

"“m ‘Q‘Nq i s A

positive that I called,Stanley and sald, “I}oublﬁrvour ﬂkirmish 1i e and gﬂ

(h.a-)ﬂn_ e
ahead." It was q:qmr dc-ne. ¥e quickly captured ‘ct?a ish i‘la pit
then mai line ! !ﬁ M‘;&viral hostile batteries wide
oy P i Nl s B Ry 4
apart., ,J saw Sherman paasing from tree to tree the shells cracked over

his head. He.said to ma@oﬂe away, i:;eﬁ, ’ vou were right
this timel v B M. Mﬁn-w‘-—\ t{-
8 ;

mall affairs; but Joe Jnhnstﬁni

i

- ¥We passed through a number of trifling
: s
had prepared for us a warm reception et Atlanta. Ve swung up; Thomas stret
A
out, holding gth uid,ea of the famous Peach Tree Creek. Schofleld came
ncﬁ and far over &as 1f coming back from Augusta was the wary McPherson,

having now an Army of three Carps, i.e.— about 33,000 men. Enoﬁrhy order

avallable men, July 20th, to meet the A.rmr of he Gﬂ;erle‘"d just as 1t

was ﬁ—]r'smmmgjucuuwing bcath m of moroukpd Peach

of Jefférson Davia, having succeeded nhnqmn at Atlanta, sent all his ;g

-

Wiy A m«%
Tree Creek; then zbout one mile from Atlsnta. 1In its beginni HEA was ;{P
JA ‘40“/
shilon over agaih. Our men at first fell like treeaﬂa hurricﬂna it waq
aust = cegperate charge straight in front such as Plckett madse at. Getfys~ ;
!

burg; but Palmer's and Hooker's Corps wére made up of veterans, who rallle
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oy sy

in an incredibly short time, and by cannon and small arms, gave fire for

Gusk

fire. Newton's gallant division never budged, catching an attack front
oy
andfto the left of the Atlantanroad,—-they repelled 1t 12;1_:.h ways, while

: ’ﬁe had brought

Thomes in person covered them with battery discharges, w

up and diracted. d g dreadful assault his firﬂ_‘t. attempt with the whole
I..IL K< teetas~Sol Seamae
of his Army 1&113:’!. and he, &fter heavv losses/pdrew back his

weary hrigadns within the.Atlanta works.

As . Thomas was assaulted on the 20th of July at Peadh Tree Oreek, so0
was lcFherson struck and nearly overwhelmed the 22nd ;crf July, holding as
he did the eastern flank of Shermen's forces. Hordees fifteen mils march
around to the left 18 well known. Dodge's small 16th Corps held the rear

YRS

without a trench or cover! the vigorous Southern,.zll that.could be spared
2 b N (e Ll Dhonls

from the Atlanta, came from behind his division. #mw_they faced Hbg;;"‘-.\
~

end fought in the open without a regi 1031;_5,11;5 organizatilo "(rem*l—"
19 = succession of attacky marvelous record. I heve a pict.uz'a

of that fight on the wall of my ﬂf‘f‘iue ""‘*‘?) bk, 64, Y

HcPhersmN* between Dodge ‘and .T-!la:lr.- the monmiant 15 th ‘?he :
& D Laed g fx,:ftﬂird

spot. Bla:Lr on the real left of Shermesn's line Hd-rnu’-a-un ¢ He loBt
OV y P T A,

onejbriga,de. but the rest fwg%t- on both sides of his barricades and the
M
corps hakd itas own throughout the bloody all-day strife. I sat beside

Gheo
Sherman when Logan,withi Ft. Wood's Diviston restored his broken line.

It was handao!wl}r dnn& in plain Viﬂ"l ~80 far a'lra?' that w8 could not BI?B the

| ; .}.":44 H+.4 v Gpzatid V- npiatited o e f
rien of blue and gray :E'all Eh or from lesser wound J %‘r’mfiam t-h-n *'-'-L
Li *i”«"

urged Sherman to send hiik ar’y in column between the Sl ve fighters and
oY
the Git_]:’ but H gazing intently with a flushed faus sald, "HNo, no, let

the Army of the Tennessee {-u-na'-'h&gan#fight- it o M‘. night that bat-
oW A et e arer Ludy
tle was over and Huodm agq-.l'n-hr Atlanta%

My turn came next at EzZra Church, west of Atlanta, the 28th of July.
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I had taken lMcPherson's plsce at Eharman's raquaqt. I had my £ill of bhat-
% Py e {,ﬁr

tle that day. Our meri<emd a dittle cover ﬁf raf?h. Logan's Corps(the 15th)

bore the brunt of the nuﬂé%buﬁ assaults. Blair and Dodge and our Artillery

[

Chief reinfor eiﬁ‘flt wgs the first time I had used the repeating rifles

in an sction. When the Confederates were rushing as usual arﬂund our right,
Uy vl i !
they were caused to halt by the bhatteries' rapld shqili anﬂ many fel

but when Gen. Strong of my staff deployed ilw;géﬁyJ;;o of these 1"taag:fl.1'nsnm.¢t
with the new rifles, in less than fivé mimites the whole flank was clear
of enemies, the ground was stréwn with the slain, and the 11vin£'found
aheltué;gﬁgig the trees to their resr.

E&i: wvas the flerce esnd decisive battle of Joneshore. I began it
against half of Hood's Army ( }oBY a fnrged march 1 reached the
Flint River, saved the bridge,marched over and bringing back the eneuy's
gki¥mish line from the crest of a ridg;T;&n:;:Eched the three Corns, the
15th in the middle. ﬁﬂ;ﬂaa a attack at dawn was rapulsed. The next day
Thomas's Army was on my left and Sherman naar. Ws made with long lines

N
a quick forward movenent, nhinninhikg 8 W’ went, anﬂ 20 claareﬂ the town

of Jonesboro.' The engagement of Lovejoy station camne after Hood had given

up Atlanta. Hgi:gfr Bﬂ%ﬂ fnghzugunh there. With a sort of tamcit under-
iw.m,h oF Ivie
standing we both rested and drsw 6ff frumbgfth other. Our three armies

Shirusbay A .

mnveiﬂ?ack to Atlanta, mOéw as Sherman saild®fairly won After Hood had
rested days and r pplied his anmmand h und 00K a turning
nove, towing.us back towards Chatta oga3\.€herma made Eluaum, who took

the 20th Corps when Hooker resigned, intrench west of Atlantas near the

A
after Hood. "My wholé Arma;&hall follow hoodZaxcupt smau:"ﬁ), sald

Sherman. 1 was struggling along abreast of the Kenessawjj vhen Sherman

ig:%;ahoachau. Now he gave him the defense of Atlanta as the rest of us

on the top of one of thédse mountamns commnicated with Gen. Corse by sggnal.
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Corse had comﬁgllll from Humfffﬂ reinforce the small garris
Pams where the sub-depots of ratlons wex The Confederate Ceneral, French,

aent by Hood, with asbout 5000 men,- w?ﬁfthﬁht he had more,-marched hastily
to entrap the garrison and destroy it, but T rase so arranged his defense
as to hold French's men back till my command came near, and French hurried
off westward to joln Hood's main army. It was a remarkable battle. Col.
Tourtelotte, the garrison Cormmander, lost his leg, Corse part of his ear

and night cheek bﬂ?a, and the trhnahas were fllled with the sliein snd the

Lt aliiie Pl e [l Lo e’
ground outside. My Prnvnst-uarahall, Major D.¥."hittle, wrote that poem,
P

"Hold the Fort" which kKeeps up the story of the battle of Alatoona Pass,
and the remarkable feat of the slgnal officers talking with each other
sixteen miles apart with the Army of the Tennessee. I followed Hood
throwh "Snake Creek Gap" and then down to Gaylesville,Alabama. After

that active campaign my forece returned and I encamped for rest and resupply
on the battle ground of old Smyrna Camp Ground. From this place under
Sherman's direction we destroved railreads, twisting the rails, and tore
down telégraph wires and did other damage to obstruct communication pre-

paratory to the then conteuplated mareh to the sea.
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NG —WITH SHERMAN Galley
¢ [V.—How Atlanta ¥ Won.
EFORE the opening of the spring campaign
of 1864, Grant been, through an act of
Con 25, | to a rank new to o
t1 of Lieutenant Gens
nand all the Uz

rere together
Lurnes e ] :"I\l
set out for Washi
13 far as Cincinng

ith him as to the

ancil ol

Johnston's line south ol

T'h 15, in his
‘Send at once,
aller. through

W

_joined Stanley on the crest jus taken
could see KRocky Face Ridge hehind
Johnston's ( onfederate army, -Stanley

[ and indeed 1t
yi's strange ball, a long dance
an a hundred day Sherman joine
expressed his sa ion at this
While McPherson 16 1 ng his march
ard toward Snake Creek Gap Sherman
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usually kept n Thomas's points of observation
which I came and went. Now we counld see
m’s men climbing to the crest of the rocky
! 1 istance; our men dr ing
innon up by r ! z} in
1 az they climbed; crest once gained
by clul wel rifles, by pistol st nand grenades,
Confederates were k { } nded as thev
cast slope * al=go had glimg
infantry skirmishing and

want. ' .
him to join Newt on the narrow re, i3 to
keep Johnste here, 50 as to give Mac time
to § ?
10 Thomas the
1 there., 1 saw
1ng had
"“he s : 5 lost the
life.""
Thomas, Ided with considerable
g, < v all yvour army except Howard,
I will 1 5 ield. We will push wi 111
speed to swacea through the Gap MePhe
finding a considerable fi in his front, 1
e Gap I will 1 Stonema
Of ¢ e, General Ho
) ders. Be sure to hold Johns
as long a: ssible.  If he hears of my move,
will & it as he can from your front throw

Dalton t & As BDON @

time |
srates Wot

1
battle ensued
rman’s left. [ had
‘here was a wide space
t ustenaula River, and
I ing flank and
anley's men. The | WS A qu
oad and furious ] enemy fired
s always advancing: our men
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rision right off. They've turned
us by the ri
Thomas Howard a

mer of the
Indian Bureau, was th me (he was my senior
staff officer). He guided the divi O
thron an open wood to that battle
ew 1 ran into line beyvond their
and fired in lively style Hood's flankers were
stopped, his masses broken up, and the danger of
our defeat soon over
This ke » ended like s0 many
of Sherman'™ Adivisions § it

ng Haool
i Hank,
his back
i, so Johnst i
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his chief of staff He came vy Sherman's
and found him writing i nall flask of
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aster and w
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RBetween two armed men,
and saw Corse
“Why, General,” he ||'||,-;||,||,-d_
and I was ringing for church."
Corse went 1 Sherman. He
asked what he wished.
‘I've had the man brought; he belongs
LIAn OO ission."”
What was he ring hat bell f:
‘For church.
“Sunday, Sunday Didn't knov
t him go."”
m

¢ Church
» of Hoc
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and Pickett’s Mill, with kit
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I an when he noticed the boldness
of the Ce X on Pine Tog He ordered me
to fire, and stood looking on when one of my bat
teries banged away at the exposed places covered
with tents around the-pointed height. He then
rode awav. It was told him after the war that
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Johnston himself was up there with Polk, Hardee,
and others. They saw us getting ready and scat-
téred: “but General Paolk, who was dignified and
corpulent, walked back slowly . was struck
across the breast by an exploding shell which killed
him instantly.” The signal officer told who it

15, having mterpreted the message that followed,

end an ambulance for General Polk's body.”

[ zaw more and more of Sherman every day
as he went from corps to corps during the battles
of Muddy Creek, Kenesaw, Kolb's Farm, and
Smyrna Camp Ground. At Kenesaw his head
quarters were near General Thomas's center s1%
hundred vards to the rear of my line. He had
wires run along on the ground to McPherson and
to Schofield:; also to his depot of arm: and supplie:
by which he kept himself constantly posted. We
received a bloody repulse there before those pre-
nared works, losing many valuable lives, I zaw
two divisions of our infantry in lines rush forward
against pointed thickly set tree tops, and a third
of the men were slain like pigeons in a drag net
Beloved friends like. General Hooker and Dan
McCook fell in the rush.

v Howard,” Sherman said after the war, *1 am
sorry that [ ordered that i ult, though [ believed
mvself justified at the time.”

‘At Smyrna Camp, July 4, 1864, a half mile west
from the Chattahooches was a two-story house
standing in a pretty grove of quite sizable trees,
My own camp Was there. In front was Stanley’s
division in a long line with skirmishers intrenched
in the usual rifle pits and short trenches. A Con-
federate division six hundred yards off in the edge
of a thick wood faced us. Sherman rode over from
the river to see me “ Howard,” he said, “there's
no enemy in your front, only pickets, He iz laugh-
ing at you."

“You are mistaken, General," I answered. gt |
have abundant evidence of the presence of a large
force."

He was so positive that 1 called Stanley and
said, “Double your skirmish line and go ahead."
By bugle calls it was done. We quickly captured
the skirmish rifle pits, bringing in the prisoners;
then the main hostile line in the forest opened a
fearful fusillade, and several hostile batteries wide
apart added continuous shot and shell. I saw
Sherman passing from tree to lree as the shells
cracked over his head. He said to me, raising
comically his left eve as he rode away, *Yes,
General,” vou were right this time."'

We passed through a number of trifling small

pirs; but joe Johnston had prepared for us a

rmer reception at Atlanta. We swung up.
Thomas stret ut his fine army, holding th
sides of the famous Peach Tree Creek. Sch
came next, and far over as if comung from August
was the wary MecPherson, having now an army of
three corps, t. ¢.. about thirty-three thousand men
Haod by order of Jefferson Davis, having succeeded
Johnston at Atlanta, sent all his awve able men,
July 20, to meet Thomas's Army of the Cumberland
just as it was extended into long lines OoCUpPYIng
both banks of that crooked Peach Tree Cree

. then about one mile from Atlanta.

its beginning the struggle was like Shiloh
again. Our men at first fell like trees before
a hurricane. It was a desperate charge straight in
sttveburg;  bhut

front such as Pickett made at G«
Palmer's and Hooler's corps were mad 1

veterang, who rallie

termine
tantly
e At

As Thomas ¥ aulted on
Tree Creek, & : MePherson

overwhelmed July 22, holdi : t ter

flank of Sherman's forces ! "5 teen-mile

march around to the left 18 v L1 Dodge's

xteenth Co
COVET

b

i :?| R L] e et y x . Thiew T
day a marvelous record. we @ picture of

ht on the wall of my office, and always look at
with wonder and mmter

McPherzon was killed between Dodge and Blair
_the monument is there on the spot. Blair on
the real left of Sherman's line fought desperately
He lost one entire brigade, but the rest fought om
both sides of his barricades, and the corps held its
own throughout that all-day bloody strife I t
beside Sherman near the Potter House when Logan,
with Charles R. Wood's division, restored  his
broken line [+ was handsomely dome in plan
view. so far away that we could not see the men
of blue and gray fall in death or from lesser wounds,
but the movement was grand and exciting. Scho
field at the time urged Sherman to send his, Scho
field's, army in column between the active fighters
angd the city; but Sherman, gazing intently with a
i »d face, said, " No, nol Let the Army of the
Te.nessee fight it out!”

At night that second battle was over and Hoo
depleted ranks were brought ain into Atlanta

Mv turn came next at Ezra Church, west of
Atlanta, July 28. I had taken McPherson’s g

Sherman's request. [ had my fill of battle that
day Our men, after firtng began, wked up
a little cover of rails. Logan's corps, the Fifteenth, i

» the brunt of the numerous Confederate as-

ts. Blair and Dodge and our artillery chick
renforced Logan. It was the first time I had u s.
1i

e repeating rifles in an action. When the C
»derates were rushing as usual around our right,
they were caused to halt by the field batteries' rapid
shelling, our men exerting themselves to the utmost;
and manyv fell; but when General Strong of my
staff deployed on our right front two of these reg-
iments with the new r ;, in less than five minutes
the whole flank was clear of enemies, the ground
was strewn with the slain, and the living found
shelter only among the trees to their rear.

Next was the fierce and decisive battle of Jomes
boro. [ began it against half of Hood's army
By a forced march I had reached the Flint River,
saved the bridge, marched over, and drove back
the enemy's skirmish line from the crest of a ridge,
and there intrenched the three corps, the Fifteenth
in the middle. Hardee's attack at dawn was
everywhere repulsed, and the ground peopled w
the wounded and the slain

The next day Thomas's army was close up on my
left, and Sherman n We made with long lines
a quick forward movement, running and firmg as
we went, and so cleared the town of Joneshoro

The engagement of Lovejoy Station, ne
order. came after Hood had given up Atlant
Neither side fought much there. With a sort of
tacit understanding we both skirmished, then
rested and drew off from each other. Our three
armies now moved slowly back to Atlanta. “Atlan-
ta,"" as Sherman said it, *fairly won.” After Hood
had rested several weeks and resupplied his com-
mand, he undertook a turning move, to wing us back
toward Chattanooga. That sickened every heart
Sherman, quick and able, made Slocum, who took
the Twentieth Corps when Hooker resigned, ind ch
west of Atlanta near the Chattahoochee. Now
he gave him the defense of Atlanta, as the rest of
us, stirred up anew, went afier Hoodd.

“My whole army, except Slocum, shall follow
Hood,” said Sherman.

I was struggling along abreast of the Ken
when Sherman on the top of one of these mou
communicated with General Corse by sign
had come back from Rome, Georga, Lo Alats
Pass to reinforce the small garrison there where
the subdepots of rations werc. The Confeder
General French, sent -by Hood with abhout f
thousand men (we then thought he had mu
marched hastily to entrap the garrison and destroy

SA WS,
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