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Swbjects:

Some noted public men I have known in the sixties,and Generals,

James G.Blaine, Gen.Jameson, A.Loncoln, Gen,McDowell,Gen.McClellan

Gen Milroy,Gen Hooker, Burnside and €rant.







SOME NOTED PUBLIC MEN AND GENERALS THAT I KNW
IN THE SIXTIES.

The first men of note that comes into my mind in view of
my subject is James G, Blaine. MWy first distinective recollectlon
of Blaine was when I was stationed at Kennebec Arsenal. Blaine was
then 1iving at Augusta, and the editor of the *Kennebec Journal®.
Having friends in the regular Army Mr, Blaine soon made himself known
to me after I took command of the Argsemal, One day I came OvVer
from the east side of the river to the business part of Augusta. The
office of the two opposing papers, namely the Journal and the "Argus®
wes side by side, end each had a balecony just sbove the basements.
The editor of the "Argus" spoke to Blaine from his balcony just as
Bldine reached his from the stalrway, He called Blaine to an account
in urmeasured terms for something published in the Journal, Blaine
answered in his sharpest style and pelabored the Democratic editor
$111 he was glad to flee for shelter. I was standing on the oppo-
site side of the street and heard the sharp gontroversy. This con-

troversy I recalled with great distinctness when the Hon, nulmnu
gonklin received his terrific castigation on the floor nf 2 unm at

a later day. When aroused no man could easily meet Blaine in de-
pate and never could any one bring him to terms by ebuse, Blaine did
me meny & good service while stationed at the Arsenal, As speaker

of the Maine House he ailded me to get a bill passed by the legislature
which gave to the children within the g¥ounds of the United States
Arsenal a right to attend the schools of the ¢ity; & right before that
time denied them except by the payment of tuition. It was natural
pbeing of sbout the same age that our families should become acquainted

the ome with the other, at this early period of 1854 and 1855. i
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8ix years later I was just completing my four year's detall
as an instructor of the Milivary Academy in Mey, 1861, Civilwar,
as it 1s now called, was already upon us and the officers of the Army
were seperating and taking sides for and against the Unitéd States.
Gen. Warren,who had been an Assistant Professor with me, had become
the Lieutenant Colenel of the Duryea Zoaves, and Alexander McDowell
McCook, a co-instructor, had rushed off to Ohio and taken the Colenel-
oy of the Ist Ohio., Many other officers had resigned from the Army
or obtained leaves of absence, some to go South and some to abide by
the flag. Day by day we were watehing Gen, Benjamin Butler's opera-
tions in Maryland, and the excitement at W est Point ran high, I had
written the Governor of Maine, Israel W ashburn, begging for a chance
among the Volunteers, He had replied to me that there was no opening
for me as all the officers were elective.

Near the last of May I received a telegram from Blaine the
purport of which was W 111 you, if elected accept the Coloneley of
the 5rd Maine?". Before answering this Mrs, Howard and I had had a
serious talk. We agreed that I might £111 the position of a Major,
or as Warren did of a Lieut, Coloneley, but that the position of a

colonel was & little too high a step to be taken at once. I went im-
mut_:g:n consult with the Commandant of ecadets, John F, Reynolds,
at that, havingii.local rank of Limut, Colonel, Reynolds was a man
of great seriousness, always very genteel in his dress and appearance
and very polite to his fellow officers, always kind and cordial in
commanding the cadets. I sat down with him,as I recall it, on the
small porech of his quarters. I asked him what he thought should be

my answer to that dispatch of Blaine's. He replied, "Accept of coursé.
1 showed him that I had never commanded more than a Company. He Tre-
plied, What of that., Don't you think you could do as well as a doc-
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tor or lawyer who has h:? no experience in military affairs?" He
then sent for the mb,i'e‘}}muum; a book that I had had no occe-
gion to study very mueh prior to this time., He called my attentlion
to the paragraph which showed how to organise a regiment, marked pas—
sages and turned down the leaves. After I left Reynolds I mustered
up enough courage 1o reply to Blaine, "Yes, if elected I will take the
Coloneley.”

It was not many days pvefore I had met my fate. I had parted
with my family, resigned my Army Commission and orgenized the first
three year's regiment from my native state. How well I remember
peing introduced to the Governor by Mr. Blaine. Gov,. Washburn was
a shortish man, quick in motion and rapid in speech, He appeared to
me to enjoy the prominence end the power which the great conflict
already on had brought him, He was & thoroughly patriotic soul,
and prepared to give all the strength he had to sustain Mr, Lincoln
and Xeep the Flag flying.

As difficulties increased Blaine was cooler and more thought-
ful, Perhaps a couple of days after my arrival I was walking with
aim at evening along the main street. After a period of silence be-
tween us. thinking of the existing state of affairs, Blaine suddenly
remarked, "Howard, you will be the first general officer from this
gtate." Of course, I did not think so for I was just then tugging
eway as hard as I could ab the duties of a Colonel and not very soli-
citous for any promotion, Blaine seemed to be ever watching over
my gg4dg interest, He congratulated me when promoted; he wrote &
sympathetic letter to my step-father when I was wounded; he congra-
tulated me upon the vote of thanks of Congress after Getipsburg; and
with his superior talent he defended me when attacked in the news-—
papers on account of our defeat at Chancellorsville. Of course I

watched Blaine's career with ever increasing interest, sympathizing
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with him, and wanting to see him President of the United States. He
has become so well known to his countrymen in his superb statesmanship
and in his able writings, and magnificent work in Congress, that it
would be like carrying coals to New Castle to tell you of these things.
But from my personal intercourse I had some knowledge of the kind-
nesses of his heart and the warmth of his affection, to which I love
to testify.

At one time I came in close relationship with Gen. Jameson,
It was when he wgs Colonel of the 2nd Maine, Jameson's military ca-
reer was a brief one, but it was brilliant though so short. Early
in June the 3rd Maine with its Colonels put in an appearance on Meri-
atan Ni11,a083 the Colwiplan College. It was uring a terrifie rain
storm when we arrived, Col, Jameson's regiment, already established
near the College, had ample camping ground with tente well pitched
for the officers and men, Though the lightning flashed and the thun-
der roared and the rain goured down in torrents, still Col, Jameson
with a few of his officers came out to meet us. He distributed M
mMmmmhinoﬂmmmmmmhum, g0 that in
a short time the majority of them had some shelter, His regiment
gave us coffee for refreshment and treated my hulnink soldiers so
well that they had the necessary courage to putnthuir own tents as
goon as the storm subsided,

Again and again I met Jameson who ever had what I called
a parellel’ command of about equal strength to mine. ¥He had a fine
handsome figure, and was noted for tthm of his deportment.
It wes sad news to me when the fever caught him after Fair Oaks and
carried him off, It was at that anoMnt on Meridian Hill, while
we were drilling from morning until night, that I first became ac-
guainted with Abraham Lincoln, He was sitting in a two horsé carriage
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when, after one of my evening parades, I was taken by somé@ friend to
meet him, He spoke to me very pleasantly and he took my hand, I Tre-
member that I was disappointed that he did not appear taller when
gitting in his earriage. I have always wondered what he did with
his legs on that occasion,

only a few days ago I cameacross Capt. Savage, who was a non-
commissioned officer in my regiment:at the time of Mr.Limcilwsvisit,
From over-work or improper food, I became suddenly prostrated by a
bilious attack., It seemed very much like a regular attack of cholera
and my surgeon, Dr, Giddeon 8, Paimer, was much alarmed at my condi-
tion as I grew rapidly weaker and at times delirious, Capt. Savage
says that Mr. Lincoln came out to see me at one time with Miss Char-
lotte Cushman, and the second time with his little boy, "Tad", Savage
says he had been placed on duty near my tent with instructions to keep
everything quiet. After visiting the tent Mr, Lincoln went some-
where to inguire of the surgeon about me, while little "Tad" remained
behind. Mr. Lincoln had injoined upon him to be very quiet, Savage
says "Tad" asked him after this fashion, "Is the Colonel sick? Is he
awful sick? Father is afraid he won't live," 1 did recuperate as ra-
pidly as I went down, quickly respdnding to the medicine and care
which I had had, The wife of one of the Captains, Mrs, S.,S, Sampson,
vho saved more soldier's lives than any other person whom I know, had
me furnished with those delicacies which means so much to a man taken
with sickness in camp, and Mrs, Caroll, the mother of Gen, Samuel
Sprigg Caroll, had me brought to her home for a eouple of days, so
that I was on my feet again with my new strength before ten days had
elapsed from the beginning of the assault. I had several opportuni-
ties of seeing Mr., Lincoln before crossing the Potomac, What Impress-
ed me most in him was the fact that he had to bring men together-,

[
|
f
:
|
|



P

of bnelTt Bmom Yd neis? ssaw I ,sebesrsq gnlmeve ym To eno Tedts ,nmedw
=T I .bned ym oot ed bns Yiinsaselq YIev em ot edoga e .mid reem
nedw Tollsd tseqqge fom bLb ed fs/if besntogysalh esw I fedd Tedmem
ddtw b ed 2sdw betebnow ayswis evad I .exsltTiso ald nt gnitiile
. molesooo iadd mo egel ald

=fon 8 esw odw ,058veE ,Jqed smotToseauso 1 oS eysd wel s YImO
ALl voplisnd . I Y0 emtd edd $s dmemiyes wm b Teol¥ro bemolselmmoo
8 ¥ bod sréeotq yinebbue smsved I oot Togorqmt T0 ATOW-reVO MOTT
stefodo Yo Aosdds Taluger 6 eAll dowm Yzev Demeea &1 ,Mostis ewollld
.~ibnoo ym #s bemisis doum asw ,Temisd . moebDID .30 . moeyIve Vm bnse
o3svsee .ﬁnn m.t-lthbultt #s bns zedsew Yiblqer wors I es mold
~taid selM Aflw esmis emo 18 em eea 0F Iwo ameo mloontd .TIM fadd ayss
o38Ve2 ,"beT" ,Yod eLfisll ald dslw emts bmooes edd bms ,nmemdevd eddof
geed ot amoltowzdent fAilw imed ym Tsen Yiub mo beoslq meed bad ed ayse
-amoe inew mlfoontd .TM #nmed edd zntitelv TedtA | felup antidivieve
bentamet "Hal" eliill eiltdw .,em Jwods noejius edd To exiupn: ol exedw
eReval ,delup Yrev od of mid mogu bentofnt bed nlfoomid .IM .brided
ed al Tiole femofol edd sl .noldept ald? Teits mbid bedas "HAT" ayse
~8T a8 einrequoet DD I “,evii 2'now eod Distis al Tedist tiole [uiws
eTaED brie snlotbem odd of snibmdgses YiAotup .mwod Imew I es YIblq
Jongus ,2,.8 81N ,antsdgad edd Yo emo 0 o%lw edT .bsd bed I doldw
bed ,word I modw noeteq Teddo Yne nedd sevii e'wsibloa ezom bevaa odw
noAsd mam & o3 doum om smeem foldw selosolleb esodd Ailw bedmlmrut em
Ioums2 ,med %0 Terdtom odd ,I[l[oxed ,.eTM bns ,qmso n! esemiole dilw
oa ,aysb T0 elquon 8 T0T emod Ted of rdyuvord em Dad ,lloxsd azaliql
berd aysb ned eroYed dignerda wen ym Ailw nisgs 60T Ym no msew I tardd
~tnudzoqqgo Isxeves Had I ., dlusems odd %o ynlinnliged edd mor: beegale
-agoxqmt fad VW ,o8mo09 edd zyniacozo 6T0%8d nloontd ,IM znissa Yo sel?
«~Tofregot nem yrtid o bail eod rad? dost odt maw mtd nt reom em be




men of different views and prejudices, He impressed them,and all
who approached him, with his tenderness., He had a kindness very like
that of the Great Master., This faculty was accompanied by an unvary-
ing faith in the being whom he designated and frequently spoke of

as the God of our Fathers,

Lately I have come to the conclusion that in matters which be-
long to Generals to study upon and decide that Abraham Linecoln out-
gstepped them all in the clearness of his vision and in the judgment
which he declared. It gives me great satisfaction to have known him
and to have known him so well,

Before the formation of the Army of the Potomae, Gen, Irvin
McDowell had,on our side,the command of the Provisional Armv. Pitted
agaihst him on the other side of the Potomac near Manasses Junct ion
was Gen, P,T., Beauregard, I had known McDowell at a distance before
the War. He was & large man, always in excellent health and capable
of enduring great fatigue, He had been a great student of Milltary
History and was a favorite aide or Adjutant to Gen, W infield Scott.
He had all the formal dignity,and that was excessive like that of his
General, of being able to keep officers and men at arms length, and
never had (except in the rich hospitality of his own home) any ap-
proach to what we call the"Suaviter in Medo." McDowell, notwith-
standing the severity of his discipline, possessed many good quali-
ties. Always temperate; always patriotic and personally brave.
Beauregard, however, did not excel McDowell anq&uw gave him proper
eredit for what he did. |

¥ hile on Meridian Hill I received a note from McDowell ask-—
ing me to select three regiments besides my,own to form & brigade.
This I did so that my brigade consisted of the 3rd, 4th, EE:;FM
Vermont Regiments. This Brigade I took into the first battle of
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Bull Run the 21st of July, 1861, It may be of intereat to note
here how my division was formed, Col, Franklin commanded our first
Brigade; Col, 0,B, W ilcox our second, and Col, Oliver O, Howard our
third, and these three brigades formed Gen. HeintZelman's division,
Franklin was a little phlegmatic, but he had a large brain and was a
noble commander., His officers and men trusted him. Wilcox, I had
known formerly in Florida, He was diligent in mestering the duties
of his profession, rising steadily through the service to the command
of a corps. Franklin was one of the fist Corps commanders selected
under McClellan, HeintzZelman was already advanced in vears, tho
not so old as Gen, Scott, He was of an irrasible disposition, easily
offended and very exacting. He always paid extreme attention to 1it-
tle things, yet you never encountered a braver man or a truer patriot.

You hade had all the detail of Pull Run end I need not repeat
i1t. McDowell's plans were laid before his officers the night before
the battle and they were good,- excellent if he and his army had been
able to execute them. Beauregard on the other side of Bull Fun,
being a capital engineer, had made very complete arrangements for a
defensive battle, but he hardly would have succeeded in that first
struggle if it had not been for the fact that Gen, Jos, E, Johnston
hnd?,j}ut in an early appearance upen the field. Jnhnaton‘n advise and
the reinforcements that he brought from the Valley of Virginia were
the direct causes of McDowell's defeat. I do not think that Gen,
Beauregard should ever have undertaken large commands, Engineering
was his fort and that he understood. But Jos, E, Johnston was a man
of the largest ability, quick to plan and able to execute.

Sherman was the only General that we had on our side who could
mateh him in etrategy. He showed his strategic ability at Gnterville,
Va., nt; Fair Oaks and alsc : in theWest during the Atlanta and Caro-

lina campaigns,
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After McDowell's defeat, Geo, B, McClellan came in command
of our forees and held his own fairly well against Gen, Johnston up to
and including the battle of Fair Oaks, Virginia., After that MeClellan
had against him Gen, Robt, E, lee. I knew both of these men person-
ally and was much with them, I really saw more of Lee in his home
life than I did of MeClellan. I became quite intimate at one time with
Gen, Marcy when he was Capy, Marcy and in command of a company of the
5th Inf. Marey was McClellan's father-in-law and for a londg time his
Chief of staff. In many instances Lee and McClellan were alike. They
iﬂl‘! scholarly men, They were thoroughly conversant with everything
pertaining to that profession, that of the milifary and civil engi-
neer. They were Christian men, kind and courteous to all with whom
they came in contact. Gen, Lee at best was as thoroughly devoted to
the Union as McClellan and nothing but the feeling that he would be
obliged to fight against his State and his numerous relatives caused
him to decline promotion and then to resign from the Army, He hae
bteen much blamed by Patriots and Statesmen, but I think if we should
put ourselves in his place we would see the difficulties of the situa-
tion, The differences between him and McClellan were rather in de-
gree than in kind, McClellan found it difficult to trust Volun-
teers and he so far estimated, probably through false information,
the numbers of his opponents that the effect produced in him was al-
ways the same, namely, cautiousness. This enabled Joe Johnston to
outgeneral him in the beginning of the Peninsular Campaign, and CGen,
Lee to overcome him by prompter action, Lee outgeneraled not only
McClellan but Pope, Burnside and Hooker, The Armmy of the Potomac
did put up a very fair campaign against lLee, but Lee's retreat, recu-
peration and opposition to Grant; ang ovposition long kept up with

inferior numbers against our greatest General, who had ample resources
and plenty of men, and left a record of Generalship for War students
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to study and imitate,
The first time I saw Gen, Grant I was impressed with the

tremendous strength and charster of the man, He planned instinctively
and executed his plans personally without a shadow of wavering. He
differed from all others in his bellef as firm as the hills, that he
was carrying out the will of Divine Providence in putting down the re-
bellion against the Americen Union. He was quite gentle in deport-
ment, self-sacrificing,&self-reliant, His enemy,and not some town or
city, was always his objective point. We had no other General who had
this fixedness of purpose. f#s4id# orant was not always silent,but
at times very talkative, when there was no newspaper man present, But
he did not td4lk about the things which it was wise to keep to himself,
My subject is too large a one to push as I had intended,
I would like to speak of Edwin M, Stanton,the strongest cabinet offi-
cer under Lincoln; of Salmon P, Chase, the brave and ambitious Sec-
retary who organigZed our finance during the war; of Geo, H, Thomas,
the noblest Virginian who fought for the Union without let or hin-
drance; of the superb W .T. Sherman, who fought so many battles and
handled the land end the sea as 1s they were his servants; I would
like to speak of your own Terry and Hawley, who was not only a clear
headed soldier, but a leading statesman during the timeswhen such
incorruptable statesmen were needed, All the young men remember the
glorious deeds of the generation which is now almost a closed book
and from it gather new inspiration for genuine loyalty to the flag

and to the country.
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