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A, Aneedotes of General B F. Butler.

(+)
The first sneodote I heard of Gemeral Butler was certainly
characteristioc of the ,man., Affer indulging in the satis-
factory belief of it for helf a cenfury, a young lawyer
asgures me that the ancedote 1tself has some impossidle feat~-
ures in 1%, W

h’t\u it may, I am disposed %o make the re-
cord as I heard 1%,

In the olden time in Hass, the most aristoeratic
gantfﬁﬁrzzﬂf ] liT% gaid to have worn kid gloves, helonged
to s}\carpumtion. Hmrl there was a corporation in Lowell,
which kept sevefal large factories in operation. Tn one of
them a young girl who was amﬁ eﬂ&:guanraﬂ rather aha.rpl;v,‘
her oversegr one day when he put an impertinent gquestion
to har ll"‘Taima& & disrespectful retort. The

e, —

overseer immliltaly disahargwd this young employee and re-
fused to pay her a month's wages which she Wamed, and
which were due at the date of discharge.

The young woman carried the case to B. T, Butler
then a young lawyer in Tewell, and Mr., Butler called upon

the head of the corporation and demanded an irmediate settle-
ment,~- a peyment of the account and costs. Butler re-

ceived Trom this dignified chief am Indignant refusal. Iir,
Butler young as he was, hardly changed countenance except

to cast his eyes knowingly =8 he always ﬂ.‘.‘ldE to the right
and left: and then with a polite how he said: "Tell sir, I

have a way %o make you pay this debt."
He then went immedistely to the court and got cut /'
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wa%ant of attachment, (how directly OF, .Air‘z.pﬁ?.ﬁ%aqﬁ}f "r}%:e Seme
atent this T do not know), what he actually d4id was %o have
the shertff levy and attach the waterwheel of the factorys
and this ettachment wes sufficient to stop the waterwheel
from runningfand ﬁﬁf‘;ipple the whole concern.
Ag soon as this action was reported to the cor-

poration, the young woman immediately was paid in full &
i
- sum of money whiech ineluded the young lawyers fee,
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General Butler once did me a good turn end I am gled now %o

make a record of it. He was a member of the Eouse of Re-
presentatives in 1874 when some eharges were preferred against
me on the floor of the house., Charges which originated in
General Bellknap's office of the war department: It sesemed
to be out and dried that a court of inguiry made up of army
officers should he required by & Joint reselutien of both

78 Lot py N Ck\mam [
houses M nté General Bellkmap who was
—

M
then seoretary of war would have the selection of the offlcers

to compose the court. The resolution was inftroduced in the
house =nd referred tﬁ the military ocommittee who rePort-ﬁ'.}v
back to the house recormending the reseluntion. It pre-

soribed seven gemeral officers for the court. As soon as

the resolution was reported I felt that my ehances for a

fair 1nvastigatibﬁ of the oharges preferred were Very aIim. wi
It appeared to malfn;; acouser was to ﬁlaﬂ W;; S'Zﬁm vt
Before, however, I could say anything to any friend of ;;.ne

in the House of prmn'l:ati"j General Butler rose in hise

place and said: "I understamd it there is prejudice agalnst
General Howard on seeount of his friendship for the colored
people and his continmous work for them. T move that the court
congist of offl , the majority of whom have ed with
colored troor a::? ﬂﬁrﬁhﬁ ﬂ‘-‘f L;;ngi: jar’ér:ﬂ‘tﬂélﬁght
of challenge”., Some pna replied to him that General Hnwa.rd/:'
had & right of ochallenge according to law. General Butler
Replied: "I imow that but T want this right emphasized. The

friends of BellknapSg were very much disconserted hy General

Butler's attitude and they hastened to have the resolution
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gsent back to the committes. I!leanwhile I was informed that

Eresident Grant himself would appoint the court. Having fiyll

confidence in General Grant I went to Gemeral Mtia%l&'_

to let the resolutionm _ it returned from the amittﬁ,}@‘.

The Homorahle nmhﬁi’ n the hearing of others, proh.ably

in the lobby, that he would bet 15,000 against 21500 that

General Howard would never suffer that resolution to go through

the Senate. T hastened to the Semate and t0ld Gemeral Logan

who wags chairman of the military coomittee of the Senate,

of the eircumstances and that I would be glad if the re-

selution sppointing the court would go through. It promptly

passed both houses and Ceneral Grant made 2 careful selection

of the officers for the court. Gemeral W, T. E‘Q_mﬂl %

the chairman, I have always felt that iha;utim @"Gineral
&M’u.,ﬁ?mvﬂ from bel ﬁiﬁ’?m '::: :‘ﬁtoﬁj;ii)ud court

for 1nvuut15atilx The nﬁef the court nqu!.ry were

all that anybedy could have wished and were approved hy the

President himself.
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