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9 Thar ‘
The retirement of my beloved friend, Rev, J.E, Rankin,
L,L,D, from the Howard University, in 1Hdﬁ1 was a surprise
to me, I had met him nearly every year, more or less fre—
quently, from my first acquaintance with him in 1869 until
his retirement, Since then I have olny heard of him occa-
slonally through his friends and through his delightful pub-
lications, which were kept up as long as he was able, in his
week , thqical gondition, to céntrﬂl his mind,
- It was always uﬁdaratnnd between us that his personal
friend and intimate, Oliver Otis Howard, should die first,
and thaii&. Eames Rankin, who Knew as much ahout the sub=-
jeet as anybody outside the family, should write the bio-
graphy and keep the ét-at:l.st.iaa of our connection and relation-
ship in the chureh, in the Y, M.C A., in the University and
in the great society af our palitr, and I think he understood
whaet a bloghapher should understand, some of the prominent
faults of his subject, I am not sure but that our relation
vas such that he becams familisr with those sina, which some
gt FLE o o peiiing Aot
far more Cathollc sed@s,delivered over to the keeping wf sy
Father Confessor, J ‘
But on the other hand,he made no confessions to me, and
1 did not put domn any faults or sin® against him, even if he
had an?. My recollection 1s therefore not statistical and
not very speceific, I do remember when in 1869, I first,lln*ﬁfﬂ'hf
him preach, His dignity of manner in the pulpit, ﬁis sérnng
kindly voice, sonorous and yagugﬁﬁégg:'firnt took my attention
and viveted it. The pictorial mannar in which he put the whole
discourse before me, in the framework.of poetry, fixed what he
saild in my memory, There was m?ign one of his sermons
than mental or asthelastic qualiiY. Thar§ was an evident spi-
rit of inspiration, over and beyond the influence of his own~4im«?pg¢

vet chastened soul, Other listeners in Washington, saw and
felt as I did, Emﬂ pause here just to say that we had a






controversy in our small Washington Church from the beginning,
It arone from two causes; Ist, the decided difference hetween
Eastern and . Western church polity. The Eastern held firmly

P ey
&%, there was & subject
of how the negros should come 1in 3% rtiﬁipata with us; in

to what we call the double gystem. The “estern gravitated
strongly toward a simpler QEEENIT

AR
the vrivilegefof a fres gnspal hmhasa two subjects of contro=-
versy with a sligﬁt 1nter?iggiiﬂg of a third, namely: that there
wvas danger of 1ndig1dugliam,jlike a fractious and unruly voung

At

horsqﬁrunning away with the bit of control,

Thess things divided our church inte parties pro and con,
and you know that the hotest of all contentions eomes into a
church no matter what divides it, whether it be the choir, the
deacon, the teachers or the pastor and his friends, wkieh enter
into the controversy., 0Ours resulted in®e a permanent division
and separation, The pastor and his friends went out and joined
& neignboring Presbyrterian Church, Those who remained, were
at first comparatively few, but they were resolute and hopeful
of success, Our new edifice whiech wﬁuld‘hnld & thousand peonle
was now completed and ie in our hands, : ‘Fm ht fnr a Lﬂr
amnnd‘tha ministers of our par;%gﬁiggﬁafar and near, NeW¥ I was
sent to Braz;;?n to see if I could get an acceptable clergyman ,
Mr, R,P, Sam¥e, a deacon in Dr, Storrs Chureh and my lifelong
friend, recommended to me & young minister, who was just start-
ing a large mission ehurch in Brooklyn. ir Eﬁﬂe and I visit-
ed him and told him the situation, He did not seem to me to be
more th;gdflentr vears old and a beardless youth at that, He told
Deacon Burke that if he would give him $100 for his mission en-
terprise, that he would go with me to Washington on the morrow,
Saturday,and preach z?r us Sunday. He and I were companions on
the train, as ur. Hurke had given him the coveted £100. It seemed
to me that I had never met an educated man who had so little of

I
what we call etrcular Knowladga;an& avery time he showed me this

E
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gort of ignorance in common affairs, I fairly trembled, and when
I.took my seat with nmy famlly at church the next morning, I was et
e = i
nearer being afraid of Epma catastrophe in my 1life’, but after,an
avkard presantatiunﬂpf thas ovening services, he npagﬂﬂ the Bible
(At B Ay

and read a text, ghen to my astonishment he gave g discourse which
in manner and substance, Dr,38orrs would have approved and Henry
Ward Feecher bardly have excelled, The congregation was taken
by storm and the reaction in my heart wes a mixture of pride and
gladness, Evervbody wanted this young man, HemeskessilSonmmk ., to
be called as a pastor, but he was fixed in hls determination to
developy his Brooklyn enterprise and would not come,

?het same year we heard Dr, Renkin, who seemed not only to
have all the pulpit eloguence that wo requl qdﬁhbut also every

.L" k
other grace, especially the well iralined Rnawiﬁd%h ol proouring
2 .,1/:

friends inaside and outside of the Chuwreh of Christ, /11 was sent
gs a delegate to Charlestown, Mass, wnere Dr, Rankin was preach
ing to & congregation of people whe appreciated nis character and
1uv?ﬁehis ministry, The result of this mission of mine, whatever

re ;ﬂ; influenceska™® brought to bear- surely 1t was not 2 poney

offer ,nor & promise of ease and rest, but rather a promise of

perplexity, daifficulty and opportunlty=- wes that Rev, J.fﬁamau
%v
Rankin 0,0, and L,L.IL,, soon came toc our pulpit, He west in and

out b»efore us for Fifteen vears, He filled t he bouse with hearers
and by God's help, he replenished the church with new members at

every corzmunion, Senators and reprepsentatives end ogfingrn of :
: e - ey /-

rank fron every department of govermment, sat,in the pews, and no

hand can measure the length and breadih and deépth and fer reach-

ing consequences of his superdb minlstry,
i, A o nd o R e







We forgot our troubles, Bastern and Vestern theoristSwere united,
?

straying members came back, cclored peopleo, adults and childrsn
were neartily welocomed by him and he brought the ppoduu.r of indi-

vidualism inte the jumblest positions of service, Thwe whole series
of consequences all working together in loving fellowshlp with

the pastor, revﬂ!‘f{ in wnat has been ever since %0 the older mmm-
bers, an ldeal Gmu'ah, mamlaﬁ? as high a grade of loving-kindness
as eny other with whieh I have been acquaintsd, It always appear-
ed to me that nothing would have deiignted D¥, Rankin more than $0o
heve given himself absolutedly to & litersry career, that is, if

he ecould have afforded the sxpensqy’ and had had enough means to
proonerly support his fanily; for in a monetary way, books of poeans

1 o history have never yet been very profitable 1o the authors,

gone of nhls swect NyTms are sung today in all the churches,

gor example; *G0d he with vou till we meet %%jn'; sgod and ho.e
and happy land®; "Keep ¥oul colors flying®; "Art thou gilent O

nethlehen®? These nymns catoh the eye of the singer and when once

in fast in the memory of the people, Many of his noems

& pung rempi
are %M#ﬂl&tﬂﬁ. particularily by .all readers who 1ove the

*
geotoh Dialect and the Scotch Humor, A quaint and peaut iful stoxy

vodd. Scoton Hit¢hers showing as 1t does

to01d under the title of
spite of abhsence and yoars

in charming measure, now the mother, in

of saeparation, never forgets the little things which made her son

to aiffer from other SONS, gven the curlous twirling of a fork at

tahle becomes the key of recognition,
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Dr, Pankin was very fond of Robert Purns. Many of his poems
make him akin to Purns in axpnﬁaqio s in tendﬂrnesﬂ numanity.
His pgreat grandfather Jamas~ﬁ:”¥§£;§€§: was born fﬂ;@auﬁq;nd, cane
in 1776 to Salem, Mass, and afterwerd moved to New Hampshire, re-
giding at Thornton, where Dr, Rankin himself was born in 1828,

This %ﬂﬁ“ﬁfﬁthﬁr appears to have exerciased a great influsnce over
h1ﬂ1ﬁiﬂﬁh- d heart, and doubtless hy the pecularity of his speech
causedfﬁiﬂuto dove the accent and tone of the 8S8cotech people, He
cast nany of his hagﬁ vroductions in the Secteh Dialect , and I
rope ?th son hﬂ i e?pmathar together all his wmoenms into one book
and navucym‘aistrihutad to every library in the land, Perhaps

some noble end generous millionaire 1ike Andrew Carnegie, who seems

- 7P
to love Skibo Scotland and Stodssh Leople, quite as well as e does
-
thelr American cousins,; would be willling to mitipiy works of

genius of this gif edﬂiaptchiah-grlndahild, J, Bames Rankin, Dr,

¥ - wtlgd
Rankin's Dreduetiens in 1rose were numerous, Soune in the forn of

sermons, enlarged and published, on such subjectin as; "Sub-de ing
Kingdoms?;"Hotel of God"; "Athelsn of the heart®; "Chriast,; His own
interpreter®, These sermons,wien yreached or read, vere never
wordy; were 5evﬁr dull.FEEE'nwavy and theological, but spoken with
previty afid aptly 11lustrated., 1t was alveys delishtful to cateh

nin upon an unexpected occasion end get him tc speak ch—hand,

aoncep—
would get at the numor, Joyousness amAw

I nave noticed him when o doing =& sbhop gud-

then you
tions ¢f the man, -
ga if nis conseience was amltting him

on frivolity, Ee would

a8 g e
igscourse into & pdnily not quite as good, In hi

denly and change his tone

for too rueh JOV, pordering,as he would 8ay,

then chenge his 4
At R

ed in grarvihing pertaining to hiatoIr¥y

::arv writings, he excell
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For some reason in hds family 1lifse, Dr. Rankin differed
from most other men, His attentivanaaa‘tn 2ll the smallexr
needs of the house-=hold, in spite ﬁf‘igﬁfabsnrbtiah in lite-
rature and in his exacting public work, was remarkable, His
wiféf;iéﬁéé,'wultar Mary and Edith seemed at all times to be
before his vision and in his heart, As his friend, I noticed
the consideration and tenderness that he showed in a hundred
ways in his own home, How those of his immediate family st
now miss his gentle, loving ministration,

His brother-in-lew, F.H, Smith, who is present, gave me
en incident which shows a bit of aunshingigfizr the dark celouds
had begun to gather about him. He went through the ceremony
of Baptising twe of nis grandehildren, only & short time before
his departure, and he gave each of them a choice little poem
just then composed, to be a sweet remembrance and blessing to

them as long as they 1live,
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and hiography, A man often tires of the aryness and baldneas of
of Sae- stvile of &he great Historians, It would be a gomfort to

read a nistory written as Dy, Rankin was wont to write, eae The

characters he amprensented to the Teople 1in the *Independent® and

the "Pilgrim Presan had such 1ife in thenm that o felt ,when read-

ing thet he was viewing the best loturd presented tmthmetest
=
Danner-on +he public stage, I belleve that Moderncritics ¢all

such writing dramatie, I am accunstomed to designate it ags pig=

terial and picturesque,
e Ko
Dr, Rankin retired from the mﬂ!& in Washington to take a

1ittle needed rest and to travel abroad, I shall never forget my
mesting with hin.and e companion in London, The WO men seemed to
me like youngaters Just out from College,sc “res onc haopy were

they, With these two gentleuen there was no possible Clasipation,

?%w#i%e? had just purehased S0lie peanuts and candy and we sat down

in the first stage corner whers thers were a=e- honches, to enjoy
i 2 AR Sic f'},!_-\.}.r.: I, ;1"

the fasst together, "Why did You retire®?, 1 asked my frisnd,

He answered,®Ch, I need rest and rogreation and am having itw,

He nardly sver —et ne that he did not vut his hand on my shculdﬁr}

draw me out on soue unexpected rgvelation and bafora we parted,

Tf“'-‘-‘ L --'llﬁ. e = ges b e >
JQJ-ﬁnewqﬂ his-own neart to pme,, I said to myself, "He ruat he axpnct-

i
il

ing to return to his church in Washington® but he didnot, l'e had <7/

- -

betwaecn four and five years in that cherming plece. Orange, N,J,
Thers never was e more complete situation.. the church, the people,

Fel

thie streets, tiie houses, the trees, the gardens and the Tlowers,
ELtt e "

In sumer tire 1% 13 as near toﬁﬂarthly Paradise as Eden ever was,

n ™ ™

asitu Dr,. Rankin
It snpesrad to his friends to be an ideal situation, But






o At 2
e cppreciated earthly deddes - bemties and glories and paradisial
environments, was not content there, he wanted to be in congunc-
tlon with human beinge. who hasi pronounced humen needs., He wanted
to enter into the perplexities and tfials and conflicts and attri-
tions of l1life, that ne mignt bear hie part in solving important
problerms, in 1lifting up the lowly, in removing unechristlan pre-
judice and in laying foundations whienh should last forever, That
was the aspiraﬁaélof his great soul} so thot it is not strenge that
he received and acceepted the call to be Presldent of Howard Ini-

Alrig et

veraity, after the retiremsnt of the Rev, Dr, Patten, who rested

from1 his long end useful work as Presideit of the University for

a short time before he passed on to nls great rawrrd1‘¢ﬁaﬁkin being
two years older than I, I fellt that it was tooc hard a vlace for
hinm to Till at 62 vears of oge, and I werned him of the heavy bur-
dens that he would have to bear, hsavy enough and weallsome BNougl
for younger shoulders, but he sniled at my thoughts and rather re-
garded E;g;"l think g8a in the 1$n£;nP opnoaltion, I was only eX-
preasing the feelings n? & real Triend, I knew that the students
would f4ind in him every quality which a man nughtlzi_ha"q to he
President of Noward University, His example would,uplifting; and
the help from many friends thet he would bring, the loving heart
thet could encodnter &nd overcome dwe friction and nrejuﬁicajﬁnd
goursge that would ensble him to stend out and out unreservedly
for the marhood of the black man, These qualities he brought and
used for the actomplisnment of his tesk, For ten years my frigend
held the throne in that remerkable kingdom, whiech required all the

ol
pesources and a manly man to make all.necessary provisions to govern

professors, teechers and students, and to live 4#F1ine noral and =pie

ritusl uplifting of young men snd young women cormited 80 OUE

F







charge, He ncgoomnlished this dﬁty as he had previously performed
ad all tne duties of a faithful trustee and all the work of a
Profensor in addition to his pastoral work in the city. He dia

aag
it with fidelity and knowledged success, and only retired from 1t

wnen kis hsalth was bhreaking and the infirmaties of age were creep-

ing in upon him, gy V. DA -3,’"? SR
Wherever ] went, neEve . . stateSin
-8 Ay

tuda Union, Ihmamia students, sometlnes under graduates and some-
times pgraduates of the Howard University. There hat®bsaen several
thousands of them strewn up and down the world and I 1»*.*1.11 zay to

you distinetly tnet I have never met but one Who waa not evidently
self-respecting and asting worthily of the Inatituta,ﬁwniqh he

= Sl
ﬁ.in_t.m attached,

I net gra-
duates in Pleride yeers age who were leading thelr people in edu-
sation and in a preservation of law and order, I encountexr '?'lf_t“'
dents on the steamers 4n Long Island Sound, The office 3,1’:61(1 ne
thet they.were much 1iked, becsuse they were not only wall behaved
but polite and attentive to thelr propsr duties. I have met then
en Pullmen cars, driven to that work through a scarclty of othsr

opportunities, and thnose were industrious and aalfedependent,

It 1s the work of such men &s Gen, Armetrong, Dr, Potien, DT,
. o o

rankin, azd Dr. Gordon,Pres, of Foward tniversity, who have made
"% peas _thket a Booker Washington, who 13 lesding his people out
into numerous chennéls of independence, industry and self- support,
vhet more can I say? I am glad to find that Rev, J. Banen ﬂankin-,Qﬁ
T alovad and ¢ iend, is already registered on the pages of
my beloved and true friend, t} Eo ~X-7~-_ : f%.
several American Cyclopedia of Biogwaphy{ True it is only a Hkﬂtch;‘:

a skeleton, & brief mention, with anall appreciation of another
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=wtt® Of phenomonal life, but you knew hin and you loved him,
colored man knew him =nd loved him,

the
because like his Haster and

Lord, he first loved them, The true nonmumenth will be found in their

hearts, Their sincere, feerleses andg devoted friendsor the black

s
man hes been mads to suf'fer nas=representation and often contunely
and vituperation, but in the end or in the course of tiue which sifts

ocut the chaff of thinge It lbra e Rinesin, such men, including

our deceased friend, %111 find their place 1ike Awrahan Lincoln

nigh up on the plain of universgl spopreciation,. In h&r low sstate,

-
idary sald, = cem i

80, 80 all thinking en, now recognize and proclaim the freatnsss

* %, and thsy hiva done

et
and especially the loving kindnesa of Abrahan Lincoln, In & lesseas
_.--“'_‘__,, _L--'_(_ ! ; - 4
~21ohd of ection, Dr, Penkin displayed a similar greatness of action,

loving kindness and Gourage, "nd snall we not recognize thﬂqﬂwhﬁbd
=ade proving &uyreciation‘pf thﬁﬁgﬂH;UE, of the labor of love, and
of nis sunerb ﬁﬁﬂlinﬂﬁﬂfﬁgéb;gl .;;Héﬁﬁqr the botton nrineipnlecf his
action, whigh Yrs, frowning has condensed, into one phrese, * ldan is
most man, who with tenderest numan+asy mﬁingéiIQQith human woe
1ike €od in Nazareth®,

by, “nnkin.(iF is his highest praiaéélwaﬂ 8 most faithful end

untiring follower of this Lord and Master,
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