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l géfecta of alcoholic drinks upon young people,

. In these days whenever the word temparance is mentioned
there ié such a controrierty of thought on the subject based upon
a variaﬁy of experiences in any group of men and women that it seems |
hnpeles$ ever to secure unity of plan, purpose or action.

Th& other day fourteen gentlemen sat down to a lunch table,hav-

ing baaé called together for mutual consideration of thészmkjimmkx

topic, fo wit; How shall we be able in Greater New York to meet the

consoli&ated liquor organization and power with a view to prevent
thato traffic which has been a corrupter of youth, a nucleus for crime, |

and a cﬁnstant menace to the happiness of the people?

Scirauly two individquals agreed. All wanted temparance, But 4 i
one upiuion strongly favored resting maigly upon personal example;
another , prohdbition in law; anﬂthazj ilﬂ prohibitory union and
traininé of Christian men as in the Rochester movement; another stil]
high 1i£ensa, while two were earmestly in favor of removing all licem |
se and allowingﬁiig terrible results of consequent degradation and i
woe to ﬁerformﬁ;iim;err-carrectinn on the old principle:"0f whom the ‘
gods wisjh to destroy they first make mad", |

I may say, however,that there was an unanimity in this one

genuine :
thing nwmﬂlgjthatﬂhj;:xttn love would be prumotli?%f practical tem-
paranca, that is such love as our Lord speaks of as the fulfilling .
of the Maw;that Love which penetrating the heart makes a man love !
his naigﬁhhnr as himself,

Fuﬂ sixty years I have observed the effedts of alcoholiec drinks
upon yogng people, ©Some students , preparaing for college in TR
mouth, Maine, with myslef fift.;r-f‘a years ago were so far advanced
toward the end of their term that they had considerable leisure, and
concluded , as boys willy to have a good time. The city of Portland

was not Ear away so that they went thither in groups, usually hiring

carriagais &t the livery stable to take them, wait for them and bring

them bacpc.
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Th4 results of their good time I afterward traced. One was not
able tDEFinish his course in college, another became powerful to
drink st}ung drink, but soon xmEzmmmdxkmxaxdxx, after graduating, su
suacumei to a disease induced by alcolhol; another became a low de-
bautehe and before he was thirty yvears of age was not acceptable in i

decent society. |

It |[is astonishing what havoc liquor made amongst those young men
| IIfHA
Not one af those wExm mhiéfere adicted to drink, I mean in that

A

ccmpanyi ever accomplished anything worthy of record in their lives,

and nﬂt;ﬂne of them is living today.

Again of young men at TEE military academy, who were there at
the samé_tima with mys2lf, there were a few who broke the regulations
at everﬁ opportunity, and succeded in supplying themselves with
liquor,;ﬁsually of the worst kind. Of them one teok his 6ﬂﬂ life,
while uﬁﬂer the influenee of drink, by the accidental discharge of a
rifle tﬂat he was carelessly handling; snother committed some out-
rageaua!aatiﬂn induced by drink while in New Mexico, and came near
being c@ndemned as a murderer for hanging some Mexicans whose lives
his soldiers saved. He with a jug of whisky managed to drink enough
on one occasion to cause his death, all this beforehe was thirty
years Dﬂiage. ﬁL

8till another example is that of a vcung man EE with great

But
difficujty succeded in getting into the Army; soon he was a confirmed

drunkard and would have been dismissed from the service, but for an

astanisﬂiug and unexpected reformation. He had some friends who
loved God and theér fellowmen and they induced him to make a complete
change a fter that he had a very distinguished camper til1 he fell
in a bautle with the Indians on our western frontier. As a rule the

prohibition of liquor to the cadets for four years , that is during

their cahetship, has been in a physical sense remarkably beneficial,

Health and vigor have not been interrupted or impaired by the éﬁi

sure pniben of alcoholie beverages during that formative period wheEA
youth are passing into manhood; but the morsal influenca would be Erm

oA Ui ouwAid
greater Hf every voung man could be convinced, as our Surgenn General

is that alcohnlic beverages are promotive of disease, particularly 31}
.*1.1,
on our Spurthern coast and}in the tropical climates of Cuba,; Porto
™~
Rico andfthe Philippines.
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2. _Liqubrs_in social life. _

One| of the most prominent lawyers of this city spoke the other
day in pﬁblic of how family men were subjected to ostricism even here
in 1ihar§1 ¥ew York, because they gave dinners and suppers without
wine or hther liquor., ILittle by little, he said, such a family man
was drﬂpbad by many a valuable acquaintance and his hospitality laugh
ed at, [ do hope that this is but a partial view of good society
in this %Etrnpolis.

The| influence of fashion, however, is tremendous. Young ladies
go to en%ertainments and are urged to drink wine and punch; they ses
the briliiancy of their companions and are ridieuled because their
own eyas?do not sparkle or their cheeks redened from the excitement
of wina:ithey feel ashamed because it is the fashion to drink and \Q\\
they wonder that their parants should restrasn them from so innocent
and harmless enjoyment, but we know very well the consequances of
such &njéymﬂnt, The fruits are neither innocent nor harmless.

Yauﬁg men are injured more as a rule than young ladies for in
their seéarata life they are doubly exposed, In the joyousness of a
feast wegknow that thoudands of them have fallen below a plane of

right 1iving to which they never again are able to ascend. Nothing
il

cah be more seductive than the wine cup presented by the hand of a

beautifu;, highly esteemed woman to a young man who 1s not settled

i3 his convictions to resist that sort of temptation.

3. Methads of producing Reformation,

I n@ad not say to the young that there is one proverb that will
never we%r out and that is,That an ounce of prevention is worth a
pound uf%cure. The best reformation will come to any young man or
woman hyhhaving a purpose fixed as the rock like that of Daniel when
he was alked to partake of the King's wine, A weak and flickering
rasnluti$n is of 1little avail, it will not stand the test, temptatiom
will bra&k it down and ckaracter be degraded,

Rarﬁrmation by pledges. I have watched through a long ximxm life
they areﬁsometimes effective, but never, I think, is a pledge a good
staff teglean on., Of course if one has made a pledge and put it in

writing it will have a staying influence, but it wants something

more, It always needs the help of & friend, human of Divine.
5
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A #ixed putpose, supported by constant prayer, is better than
the aiméle written pledge. A friend of mine told me that he had
made upihis mind not to drink and that he had a solid resolution _
such asiI have described, but that his head was weak and sometimes E
dizzineés and confusion trobled him as he walked a half a mile from i
his hnu%a to his office having to pass several liquor sadoons on the
way. !

Ta!rasist the invitation of friends, the sollicitation of the |
aiders and abetters of the liquor traffic, an others who would
influeme him in his business and so pa“s unsi% }\to his place
of work hs found it necessary to pray all the time and all the way,
particularly when the smell of strong beer or of whisky feached his
nostrils,

gtogather

Fnr years I have labored with my fellow Christians\in what we
call the rescue work., The method is doubtless familiar toy you. I
will 11]Erustrate by a single case. In Portland, Oregon it was the .
custom fl'ar Mr. Chattin, the secretary of the Y.,M.C.A, of which I
was pra%ideut, to go every day to the jail in order to visit those
who wer% sent there for temporary confinement. One dﬁy he found a m
man by Fhﬂ name of Pried, very stupid, imbruted by long and hard fxx
drinkin%. He had been a good boy in a Christian Family; a child
thoroug?ly instructed in the Gospel and the prayer-bocok of the Episco
pal Chufch; a merchant quite successful for a time in New York; drink
and failure went together; He started agaip in New Orleans with
similar results due to the same cause; next we find a like trial and i
a like failura in San Francisco; then began the tramp periocd of his
life, m#ra and more degraded, till in Portland, Oregon, in one of the
drink placas, that ought to be abulishad he was suffered to drink
till he /was in a stupor and then rolled into a diteh in front of the |
establéshment, The next day after the police had had mercy on him |
and kept him in the station house he was brought before the judge anﬂj
fined $iﬂ or in default of money to be imprisoned in the common jail
for nne?mﬂnth. Mr., Chattin paid his fine, took him to his owm home,
had himfwashed and dre:sed and fed; more than that, the family united

in doing those kind things that won his heart. His soul was conver-

ted. I remember when he first apose in our Y, M. C. A. Meeting and
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beanughq with tears our sympatﬁias and our prayers.
He;ﬁas regenerated. His flesh became like that of a little
child. :ﬁis face shone, and all his powers were rejuvenated. The
prayars?th&t na had learned in childhoo cdﬁﬂ the language of the

prayer-room, and the early songs, tbught him by his mother, were his

delight; When on the Pacific coast I frequently met him, in Portlani

and EQIEWhEPﬁ, and I found him, though somewhat infirm from a weak-

ened bady and impa¥red consttitution, living a cheerful , worthy 11fﬁ'I

always hy his labor gaining his own support.
{anaral Howard gave other illustrations)
|
My;thaory as to the best method of reforming those who have

I :
alrﬁadyipassed the bounds of safety and become drunkards is this.

e

When evarything has been done that medecine can effegt try the ex-
gghuk

qumm
pulsive;pnwar of a new affection, The conversion of

suggest#ve of it., PFill the heart of a man Withrﬁ spirit af‘christ
with 1née for the master and for his fellow man, will be sufficient
impulsite power to drive out the old and clinging eagerness for
drink nﬁ for other foolish excitement and scon he whole system,

body, mind and spirit, will be completely rageuerateﬁl 4
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