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\\_ﬁll pah e 26th of September 1863 almost the last words that

Abrahem Lincoln spoke to me, just as I was about to leave
Washington with my command, which was destined for Chattanooga,
were concerning Cumberland-Gap and the people of Hast Temmessee,
As that interview was the last I had with him before his death,
I have endeavored to recall and treasure up what he had especial-
ly in his mind, |
In manner and words he manifested a peculiar tenderness toward
the people of that mountainous region, His largeness of heart
took in all, He wanted me ﬁn understand and appreciate their
worth,

Afew months later, about the first of December, after our
victory at Chattamooga, Gen, Sherman with the 15th Corps, and I
( Gen, Howard ) with the 11th, marched a few miles apart into

Hast Tennessee in order to save Burnside, then direfully threat-

ened by Longstreet at Knoxville,

Many of my men were quite short of clothing, some were with-
out overcoats and blankets, and some were barefcoted, The kind-
ness of the people was marked, exceeding ﬁhat we had met in Ohio
and Indiana, They supplied us as far as they could; women and

children brought food and water, and men would sit down and take
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off their shoes and give them to the soldiers who had none. Thosée

mountaineers, as a rule, had a passion for the Union, D

As we moved along from valley to valley in our march, I came
to understand Mr, Lincoln's confidence in them,
In the ensuing winter, - during ouwr bivouac in Lookout Valley,

Gen, Von Steinwehr, one of my Division Cammandurs kindly rebuilt

ot WUy e ué
the log church which had prewieus-te o arrival ruthlessly gone

to firewood, Vervy soon we had schools for the lldran 1n the
At J.J{ L1 JIVT_ L"'f fyﬁ' J"{‘g{

new structure, as well as %g the young man‘s canvﬁs pavillion,
ﬁ'/! .»“-.af,.ah.- St AANCAAA
The voung fol came gladly to these schools from the mouwmsbedn ;k
2

Vel o

slopafﬁfbr mi¥es around, They were eager for knowledge, Simple-

‘7

L

hearted, honest, quick to see and to learn, they began to feel

ko

that hitherto they had been destltutq,ni;&%; privileges which our
northern country-people everywhere possessi and so diligently
A

embraced those we offered,
ib’}"{[‘f LAY M‘f f"l"{'r

Again and sgain my friends and associates have e efforts pub-
A

licly and privately to start institutioms which would reach these

mountain people; some of them have been abundantly successful
and wonderfully fruitiul o1 goou,

Five years‘aga last spring Hon, Darwin R, James of Brooklyn

and Rev. Fred B, Avery of Painsville, Ohio, and two experienced

missionaries, our host and hostess, sat with me on the broad
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N
veranda of what is now the " Harrow-Hall " , then the Harrow-
A
School building, situated on a high plateau east of the little
(I Py |
village named Cumberland-Gap, The Gap itself, famous in the wap,
A

a dip in the lofty range lay beyond the village westward,Fringed
with trees and clad with a curtain of clouds it made us wonder

what was beyond, till our host told us that it separated us from

a Kentucky settlement and village, and thnaut> the crest m"\ that

Aoed, et ha drid, othnn) , webnon v N,

rugged mountain range d?vi d Tennessee from Kentucky, ‘Hot fer /4

from where we sat was the old log church, in front of which / !
S oadsli dy K

Henry Clay used to stand and speak to the people, five tlmusaml f’ff;

A ez *

and sometimes more, Q % :
29. 7 G\
" ¥a

The remarkable " Four Seasons' Hotel ®, which had cost '} G--Q_L ;
R v %
% e L]

<
over half a mlllmn, Emd. which tha wreckers had torn down, was ' &

A
o cw-}:H ol Lt e {
\J.

only about a mile to the aastwar its Sanitarium had been

spared, It was a large building wh:mh might hold 200 students,

W-L h
and the h&en::m«gﬂﬂ acres were there with good barm and stable-

room and alsj\' the %ﬁﬁ;cadmmzad roads that the great New York
anginear, the much loved Waring, had surveyed and completed,

Boys and girls were coming and going across the veranda, student
girls were doing the work of the Hall under a matron's supervi-

P
sion, We saw industrious lads at work about the grounds; and

A
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these were fhe mountain youths, ﬁf c:'iw:)m ﬂ,{{ﬁ %’Ef\]-fx; ", 4,
l’h{j ar(i
This narrow Suhooll.)\m but & begimuing; the village was
small, then almost without bustness; the friends that ceme to
the great " Four Seasons' Hotel ™ would come no more, and
whence would be the future support of the teachers?

As we glanced arcund and our host and hostess explained
where the steep paths and the rugged roads came from, I thought
that if five thousand people could come down to that center on
their horses from the hills M—li’oraata m?wmuuntains and val-
leys, all upon short motice, to hear the voice of Henry Clay,
the young people could and would come by the scores and hundreds

a Wc.fﬂr r’r&(.,
if they could have a reasonable opanmg for education, At that
time there were fourteen counties, round about that beautifyl
valley without any school matavarﬁ] In answer to the question
put by our host: How can we go on? I answered, and my companions
endorsed my proposition: "Let us make this a larger enterprisé!
There could not be a better center,"” Out of that small begin-
ning has grown the " Lincoln Memorial Unmiversity "

A capital charter was obtained, so as to orgamze under it

(/. MAJMryf"; forets gy

a Board of Directors and different Departments, Elraad,,r it haﬁi ,)
27

mw@'*‘* ‘”!"g%’ “m;*&m

a good Normal, a well-started Industrial e=d suchyAcademic provi- , /o

o B -ajj b
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sions as may be needed, Its primary and grammar grades must be

kept up for some time to meet the needs of bright amd able schol-

Wt o @)‘»"{: Sl

ars who have never—saiars had sss opportunities to begin the
study of books, I have been long used to College and Universi-
ty work and I am sure that I mever labored with a better Board
of Directors - and this Board has had strong Advisory Boards in

ew York and Boston to endorse them in their great emterprise,

iz ~WhA) ey are ooy

especially in thmee efforts) for a proper endowment,

yeaod

As T8 suggested in our first intewiaw&&as soon as the
Board of Directors was in practical working shapa, tha:.r, through
special trustees, purchased the entire TFour Se&a R’;rwgich includ-
ed fertile land for crupfjand woodland, Trua,)\h ;? mortgages rest-
ed upon this estate. Some of us for three yeafs went from one
business.man to another; we sent out innumerable letters to Sunday
Schools and Churches. We prayed, we planned and we worked; we tried
the representative missionary bodies; they had too much to do al-

-

Avar:fing from

$5,000 to $8,000 per year, were diligently raised and always paid;

ready and could not help; but the running expenses

and o ‘b; the kindness of Mr, Carnegie, the last money, $2300

was given and every mortgage on our property discharged, One of the

Dty
trustees had kindly a.dvanued a. thausand dollars, a sum he »s_not able
EWLL, =
to give, This we owe iE 511 that remains to_he paid on the
had i (afieuds
purf:haae accnun’t r a t:l.ma we thought he"was able and
u,cL S«*u. A Aﬁ

willing to give. The Sanita.rium, much out of repair from some




Old War and Navy S—1853.
Division.

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
BUREAU OF PENSIONS,

WasHINGTON, D. C.,




disuse, ! Mf
years of uRReRMPpRRRY, wWe partially repaired and into it as
many students and teachers as it would hold., We named this struc-
ture "Grant-Lee Hall", I was asked to call it "Grant Hall" or "Lee
Hall", I answered, "Oh, no! we want them joining hands, Thier
friends have indeed joined hands in this anterprisu. m c?nf

¥ at-tee iy
ate and the union men are in the same Board, working activel tﬁ

build up the institution. ThaJ\Harrow School Board of T sta;/: which
preceded us, merged all their buildings and grounds into the one
enterprise that ]':rlre nm the Lineccln Memorial Universit;r.

We have hasjopp‘oaitim. The opposers say: "Tennessee,
Kentucky Virginia, that touch each other at the doors of your
lﬂﬂﬂ&-—&saﬁ é%lﬁ?u enough high grade institutions already, There

w
would be no harm in an academy but a university is a michdmer."

I reply tha.?: ﬁimtmgruup of schools and departments,-
that the wnr/;‘ is a proper honor to Lincoln who was born and bred in
these mountains; t the university may be down reaching as well as
up reaching, j

Some students, Eidﬁd by their work, are able now to enter high de-

an beneath the necessities of the people,

partments, while others, educated only in wood-craft, rough farming
or mountai need to begin at the threshold of Book learning,
s, need to bog b

So we keu];}\all the é':';:: necessary to meet their needs, Our

st.udents are mns&ly wprking part of the time for their support,

o, | A (P L]
A ucufd not go to Knozrillu, sixty-five miles away, nor to Berea,

N
one hundred and ten miles to the north in Kentucky. As Moody's

zhoals namj.nl.rins were needed at Harthfia d, Ha.ss_, S0 are ours
ALt bt .i';'f"‘"“ 4V A Ll //}1 LDt _-‘_:T-a’:
l.tc‘umh d-—(}a.p)e d ¢/ A (A dedheis] 4

Again, in time, after the districets round about Cumberland-Gap

w have started and sustained good schools and enough of them, then can
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we abolish the lower grades, preserving the Normal, the Industrial,
the Academic, and such other departments as the region and the people
may require, WVhat Booker Washington is pleading for in the inter-
est of his race, t%u%fplnding for and providing for largely in
the interest of thu/;hite youth of the mountains,
"But, General,"says one,"the population is too sparse!"

Indeed it ls-nnt-. After careful inquiry, a member of our Board and q_
Director reports: "Within a radius of fifty miles are over 230,000

people with no well egquipped college."™ The region chosen for a

"Four Seasons' Hotel" is th ul nuntur for a uniy ity.
d e j bri-r-{"" cetl A ¥
But. will the students aoma? Dur highast mmbu-A:ln one mr is 368,
They are eager to come and n.ppl;r in larger numbers than we can yet
take care of, ‘)4- é!',fJﬂ/{V{m— E{J J,u: {.f;"’{,ﬁ-",{,‘ £ e g f{f

O/',{ : ‘*‘ Vill they wrk? A little study of our 1ndua‘hri‘a and il-
lustrations will answer that question, They who have no money.ommd-

entreat for work,  In type-setiing, carpentering, gardening and
BRM 6ty AN
general farming thay have alr astonished their friends.
P F et 4
We have before this date sent forthhgwenty teachers into the

neighboring districts. After their short schools they have returned
to us to pursue their studies still further,

= Have the girls alliﬂind.ustriua?' Oh, yes! They are taught
what an industrious housekeeper ought always to know., In the new
girls' dormitory now being built by student labor from the brick mak-

and
1n'g}\hs1:.one-laqring to the final finish, we have a special portion
constructed with a view to teach, as they do at the Pratt Institute
mtin sumu;

in Brooklyn, all the details which pertain to 1 ¥

Meanwhile, waiting for these new facilities, the sewing, the care of
a room, the making of good bread, and the cooking and proper serving
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of meats and such like work, have been well and sucnessfx:lly taught
by most accomplished and self-sacrificing lady tmuher.a:ll__“ iz 2 rule
how able are these mountain youth?” We answer that the progress in
three years' time is extraordinary. In listening to their school
debates, for example, I found that they handled public questions
understandingly like experienced men and showed that they had been
reading diligently and thinking with care and quick inteligence. 1In
supervising their prise essays and declamations at the last com-
mencement, members of our Board were satisfied with the rm 8.
These mountain students are ambitious to excell., They a.re:)&antaring
upon a2 new experience and a strenuous life. i
< How about the conduet of the young paoplc?‘* It will compare
favorably with that in other colleges, in all with which I am acquaint-
ed, Quick tempered they are, and sensitive to any fancied encroach- |
ment upon their mountain freedom; they want all the liberty that they
can have consistent with good order; but they do see the reasonable-
ness of a good, wholesome disecipline,

One of our nicest young women said to two of the Direectors
as they were riding with her in the cars while en route to her
mountain home; "I am so proud! because I have been to every recitation
and exercise the whole of this term. I'm going to tell my folks and
shall bring back with me for next term my two sisters. I tell you
it makes me proud.," She said that her hard-working father had put
up & frame house of one story, but that there were only two rooms and

a2 kitchen in it tkhat young woman was beautiful in her health, strength,

hope and joyful courage.
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Is the institution intended as a charity? ¥ar from it, e

Board determined in the outset that it would be better that every

student should pay. The students who work in the industrial connec-

tion are credited so much for their labor and arrangements are made

at Grant-Lee Hall for the board and ledging of most of those students

who come from plaaa? outside of Cumberland-Gap and its neighborhood.
AL ‘*rﬁ ‘:L}'-Vvl“"?mi' \\S

.'Ehis hoa.rd haa for each scholar.and A ufior each

g /5o
taauhor‘a'&“irh Grti‘;t u{ﬁﬂfﬁ%l for messing purposes keeps a di-

rect a.cccunt with the Treasurer, It is charged with all which it

receives from the farm at reasonable rates, We now have ‘f*v horses,

ik p—
/Wiy miles,for work on the farm; llﬂnM cows for mil{;;u.nd xxx hogs,

calves and fowls of different kinds are a part of the products of

the farm, The farm thus becomes a feeder to the institution, Pro-
visions from it of grain, potatoes, oniomns, squash and other vege-
tables help largely to support not only the students of Grant-Lee

Hall but the teachers and boarders at Harrow Hall, which is nearer
the village. A large number of pupils, of course, board at home or
in priva.t.e houses when they so prefer, particularly the day pupils

*’whtuh recite in the Church Room'and in the Harrow-Hall recitation

rooms, Our primeary department has thus far been accommodated in
one of the churches of the village, situated near and convenient to
the Harrow Hall,

To state the case, then, more concisely, the student at the
University pays his way entirely, miklmxxin money, in work or partly
in money and partly in work, A scholarship of one hundred dollars,

I am assured,will carry a student through one year., With fifty dollars
he can,by his credits in the industrial division, easily go through

the year and keep up his ﬁtul‘liﬂﬂ..
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We now have in all the departments =~  teachers. The
Acting Superintendent lives at Harrow Hall, His wife has assisted
him effeetively in the care of the girls dormitory and industries,
He is so connected mkkik by telephones with the stable, the Harrow
Hall, the Treasurer's N, d other buildings, that he is able to
keep in close ralationahil}kiith all the machinery of the institution.

As years were increasing upon me I found it necessary to
diminish some of my activities. Last Commencement, the latter part
of May, meeting the Board of Directors at Cumberland-Gap, I begged

them to put in my place a new Wrautur. They did so and
thus greatly relieved me ﬁﬁémms

. 7The new Managing
Director, whose name appears in the circular published herewith,

has been quite successful in raising the funds for running expenses.
He and the financial agent,going n% together, have well canvassed
our field of hulp.AI arg& X have remlined esident of the Board

of Directors., We are greatly hnping that some men of mmams large

means mn.y be indue to t eir ntt for a while away from
s ﬁ‘ w We. o-od. 'L“,M
the citiaa and the nld :I.natitutiun.e field
III'. e b K, P;I.oraana wrote me in the uutsut of our antar-
prise, the following inspiring words, "There is no spot in our count-

ry at this time where a school can be established that will do as

much good for the whole people as the one you contemplate at Cumberland-

Gap, Tennessee, "

0 Suast™ .
The New York Trihu;ma) ked, "Our readers often do us the
LY

honor to accept our estimate of a philanthropic endeavor and take
advantage of the opportunity that we point out., We urge them to do

80 in this instance (referring to our Lincoln Memorial) with a full

assurance that they will be rewarded for their faith and generosity."
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The editor of the Christian Herald touched a warm place in

Pt
73, hear{$when he wrote: "We believe that there are multitudes in

th};s broad land to whom the possibility of rearing a monument to the
memory of Lincoln, which shall at the same time in educeting these
people (the mountain youth) fulfil a desire dear to Lincoln's heart,
will come as a welcome opportunity for patriotie and Christian serv-
ice,"

My desire is so strong to present the case of these mountain
people who have our best blood in them, and yet who have been somehow
overlooked and left behind in all our educational privileges, that I
am Jp%m/ of an inability properly to picture the situation so as
to interest my countrymen, that is, sufficiently interest them to .
induce them to make the endowment of this University liberal and

assured. One capitalist, T was told, Haigf why does not Ganura.l Hpward
A Ooen M

endow it himse 1r? Irrreed s rmmir e
e e/, ﬂwﬂrﬁ W‘-"f mf}ﬂz_m LD {“"9“""'*1
rbe—emeer al once} "General Hmrd. has given all he can, He has }Q'

worked for the institution or many years without pay a.ndﬁa.e Sub=- M

seribed sufficiently toward it to cover his own expenses, but he -
(8% " . AL Loy i
nudsfh{:efp f’rom those who are able and willing to give." %

-

As T see the matter, a half a million of dollars of endowment

for this institution, with all the expansion that wcrul come from
used
that sum, would be of larger ans&aa than two m.illinn :Ln any oity of
oM
the land, This may seem 1i¥e boasting, but let our rriends remember
A

that Wee strong men like Webster, Clay, Lincoln, Garfield, Grant and
a

Blaine mmmeclromoctitecammkxy and £k a host of others like them, cfme

from the country, True, young men can go to the cities for education’

but it is better that they should be well established in prineiples,
ERdximaradx in morals, and in hadbits of study before they go t.here
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&y
spem, the cost in any of the grga.t citi is four s five times

l-f A
I@iﬂh for each student, We can_ b }\ ng up our Anglo Saxon M“IJU—«/}E\.

to a higher plain of living and thinking and doing for the w

progress mere by M;,r ashnols ademys, colleges and universities
" (_‘I—I.A--—%"}Q I.-\a. mﬂ.-l.- .,,...,,_ 5 :

tbﬂth—w—e&w—nm. The ; endency to run to the city for every

sort of enterprise and for every privileme of education is not a

wholesome one, At a.nar rate,My Gountrymen, let us try this experiment
s Qo
A 88 2 neuclcus far a.bunda.nt schools, as an example for educators, as

& helping hand extended to thése who have ability but lack the means
to develope it, as a veritable monument to the mountain manhood of

Abraham Lincoln, as a contribution to hiz extend his loving-kindness
and tendar m&rcy to the people he loved most, Indeedwmfﬂﬁifz to
see this instltutinn well endowed is stronger than my 1if === L
w fii;,tléoma Ltrm or patrons will rise Wtu‘“ ("“'l wc%

m%cuasaful '
Q%? : X e ewwivin

.

d glﬂriﬂuﬂ.
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