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Some Lessons Derived from the South African War,
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s Some Lessons Derived from the South African War,

To the mind of an American who has followed the war of the
Boers waged against Great Britain, the primary cause, whether right
or wrong, m. to secure = freedom from the limited sovereignty whigh
Britain was exercising. TFor this purpose the Boers, having more
or less the sympathy of several nations, arm&mmir forces and

GMM!.H of mm amunition m LdAm their army
ereodreners] Fone of capacity. He began his work by pushing

‘Nvmd the borders of the Transvaal, and attacking the BEnglish near
their camps and ferts, hoping to strike blows so hard and so rapid
as to preclude the possibility of English reinforcement, at least
from outside of South Africa, The m*k’w* effort was glorious;
in a measure successful; but not complete, He found it impossible
to take from the British their strongholds, and even his successful
engagements were never really decisive, British generalship was

not remarkable for brillianey or progress till me Spmp o/ M

South Africa and assumed the supreme command, E:kmad rapidly

across the Orange river, crushed Cronje's , retook the outposts
Wﬁmn._a

ud}\rﬂim from siege every important fortress, Meanwhile he

s
moved rapidly nnrtma. fighting successfully until Johanasburgh

V};-Ll..
and Pretoria, the upitkl 8 possession. The reason the
final battles of th e 80 because t-ho;sr had lost
b’.bSt 5&% m
their able general ody equal to the task of gﬂ.}gw;in&

A
Afsaiaipsy anything
their /\furaas and giving like effective resistance to the oncoming

British,
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Now as to the lessons of this war which other nations,
small and great, may learn:

1st. Every day's news shows the folly of continuing
warfare after so complete a settlement by arms, The Boers gave the
challenge, The Englilh accepted the challenge and conguersd.
St’n%apltw Pretoria, fell into British hands there has
been mAmu for a prolonged guerrilla warfare, It frets and
worries the British, it is true; but it is at the eost of intense
and unnecessary suffering on the part of non-combatfmts, men, women,
and children,

2nd. There is an evident demonstration of the use and abuse
or bivouacs

of a concentration camp. I do not mean the camps, of pria%a:t ﬁ :
St. Helena, Bermuda and elsewhere, These must be allowed untihn:c—
changes of prisoners can be affected, From accounts it appears
that the British have shown great humanity o the Boers who are thus
restrained of their liberty. The tion camps, however ,
which were undoubtedly nta.hliuh-d m:l.nl: for the sake of humanity,
have produced the Gmpressiog everywhere of want, suffering and death
that mighthnnhulﬁfhd They remind the world of General
Weyler's uanautrl.du in Cuba, He penned his victims, old men,
wome:: and children, ia what were called Trochas and had them kept
within them by guards well armed. The results were a gradual
starvation and deaths summed up to the amount of more than a quarter
of a million of noncombatants. The difference is plain mug]ijfur
the English have fed the People whom they have gathered into con-
centration camps, and doubtless provided for the wants of this

kind of prisoners as well as is ever done in an acgtive campaign
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where the commanding officers can seldom do more than afford them
a simple sust.x‘i:nﬂ. The death rate is very alarming and gives
a2 good foundation for complaint on the part of the Boers of cru-
elty and neglect, even where no such hardship was intended.

I remember very well that at one grawe period of our civil
war the disturbance of the population was so great that we had in
such camps of concentration over a hundred thousand noncombatants
to whom we were feeding ly rations. This continued until
after the war, ¥or a thtMt whole work of feeding the multi-
tude fell into my hands me—eommissioner, In May, 1865, there were
nearly one hundred and fifty thousand persons of every age,nqn-
combatants called refugees and freed-men, to whom I:;mad to be
issued daily rations, The sick were gathered into hospitals and D‘rfyﬂluu
0=En children into asylums, About one-third of the whole num- -
ber thus cared for were whiteg 'mninlr those in the mountains lying
between West Virginia and the Mississippi who had been disturbed
by the operations of the great war, The most nfficpthan method I
found for the reduction of this singular army was to ascertain
places, north, south, east and west, where remunerative work could

thither
be obtained. They were sent.in groups or companies under a

carefully selected agent's care. ﬁ:r; thousand were d.i:tr;u:id
in this manner to new homes throughout the country from

@ The whites for the most part left us and took care of
themselves as the conditions of peace were favorable to them, and

very soon all the able bodied of both races found sufficient em-

pPloyment and compensation to relieve the govermnment of their sSup=
port, Remenbering these things, our phili’nthropio people ought
not to be harsh in their judgment of the British method of supply-
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ing the destitute. They could easily follow our 151%111 the re-
duction of want if the Boers would stop their irritating guerrilla
business,

3rd, It occurs to me that there has been a want of wisdom
in the policy of the British in not offering better terms to the
conquered, It is evident that the Boer has an intense desire
for ind.npundi;;a of the British yoke and is doubtless, as a rule,
willing to sacriéfice his property, his life and risk every suf-
fering that may come to his family to secure it; but we remembar
that there are within the limits of the Transvaal large numbers
of people who are not Boers, who, of course, $hould have a reason-
able participation in the affairs of gﬂqrni?lt. As inhabitants
they must be looked out for, The natives }\hmu never been treated
by the Boers with anything looking to their education and upbuild-
ing,and the ;ﬁ%ﬁa from all nations flood the cities and the
mining country, Surely out of all these elements, including thesd >
Boers -}Ih\ﬂ are ready to submit to reasonable terms, the British
could g0 on and organize self government as we have done, or are
endeavorbng to do in the Philippines. The prompt following up of
military victories by civil methods appears to an onlooker to be
a wise poliey,

4th, The Orange Free St 11 be obliged to abide the

amuquanuu.s“nf her course, elieved on_l_{ oy t.h_?___ zenerosity of
m Out of pure sympathy that state entered into the
war and identified her mdepamint m:ti?iu wita that of the
Transvaal, OFf course in the end she will have all the Trivi];{éu

and all the freedom which the Canadians enjoy today, and that
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freedom will be extended tc the immigrants of all nations within
her limits,

5th, I am frequently asked how an American, a citizen of
the United States, can sympathize with Great Britain in this
struggle. I amswer only for myself, The design of the prime mov-
ers agalnst the British flag is doubtless to establish a great re-
public in South Africa., A republic which will inelude the Trans-

vaal, the Orange Free State and the remainder of the ¢ auntry to
‘%{i this cannot be done without the breaking

Cape Town,
of what we call the British Empire. A break in South Africa would
be likely to be followed by the revolitsg of other countries sub-
jeet. wholly or in part to British sovereignty. By such breaks
Great Britain, as a dominant power in the earth, would perish
forever, What the loyal American claimed for the Union during our

eivil war, the BFit#sl id#ld## Lloyal Briton justly claims for
the Empire, and for one I do not desire to see Great Britain

either crippled or destroyed,

6th. Many of our public men, and especially army leaders,
have believed and often asserted that modern arms on account of
long ranges and quick firing repeating guns, would be so destruct-
ive of life in war that wars would necessarily cease, Our war
with Spain,and all its entailments in the Philippines, has shown
that this is not the case, The war in South Africa in every re-
spect re-enforces the opinion that the improvement of arms will
never produce a cessation of wars so that the friends of peace will

be obliged to look to other influences for securing their noble

aspirations, The reason for this is very plain, the forests, the




nlddlw smollan Ifls Yo siasvplasit eodd o bebuedxe od L[Llw sebeetl
I +a8imil wed

10 aesliiv & ,msclvemA ns wor bedes vidbcppetl as 1 Ji32
eld? nl ala?ivl 2seid A3 iw esglidlsquye neo ,803888 be2lall edd
-vom emivg odd To myleesd odT leays 30T wine vewesms I .olipende
-e% ise1y & relldades of seslidwod ul gal? deliivE ed? Sanlans wve
-oaanT odd sbhulonl Iflw doldw c;Idhq11 A 0iTiA 3008 6l olldug
o Cidauo o' ol Y0 webnlswet odf bus oisl@ oo opasi0 edd ,[asv
snlised odd Juodtiw emob od Joanso sldf ervrmg 20 w7 sgad
biwow soiv1lA diwoB al dsew A .0vigul deliiv€ odd [Iso ew Jadw Yo
-due seliimuoo wilc Yo +iflowey ol W Pewollo: od oF iesll od
siserd dowe wE .yimmlevevos dalflvE of ag al vo yllvdw foej
delveq biyow  diwse ot nl vowoq Jasniseb 8 ss8 alailvg $eevd
wo aniwb golall o4 v0Y bemisale nsolvemh [agel edd 3adW ,vYeve10l
w0t amisfo wifewi modl+E fowol SNRENNRELINTS 190 oy vaw flvie
Gladiv€ 2s01D eou 0F eileed Jom ob I eno w02 bas ovlgmT oud
' JSogeitesd o belgglyo tedile

a1ebsel yris ¢llsloegee bns .mem cildug wwe Yo vasll 439
Yo 3novos so earse aiebom Jads bedveves nedlo bus bevelled ovad
“tourdueb oe od bluuw ,saus snilseqget palilt Xolup bas édegist Pio
ww 10 ecee0 vitssseosn bivow sisw fadd wew al o1l %o evi
mwode sed  seniqglildd et ni sipemiisiae adl [is bas . misgl Adiw
-8 Yrove ul solvIA fiwoB nl wew odl .e0s80 od Jou el eldd Imdd
[[iw sarse Yo Imemevoigul edd J2d) molnlqo o) mecvolne-ev Joegs
[fiw eoseq Y0 sbmeix? edd jauly o zisw 20 pnoliscsec 2 eoubouq voven

o [dom thed? gmluwoces 107 esomewiinl wedlo of ool ol begllide od

oidd .ales10 odd .nlelg wiev el elrn? 10T nosset oLl +Gno ! tatlgas




kopjes, the crags and the canyons still exist, They are a shelter

to advance or retreat and they limit the destructiveness of long

range guns, And t.her?;.li_a'u many limitations to the quickest of

magazine riflha, Lﬁésaxmpla the amount of amunition a man can
Ad abyrrgs (Lo t-a

aarrrn constant wa.sta of rapid firing and the danger of jam-

ming or clogzing of such weapons under the best of care in handling,
With regard to 8 shortning of -ﬂ:z.\ 8 in consequence of improved
armament, this desirable aaﬁoﬁfﬁ%ﬁu%ectad; butthe very
boasted ability of magazine arms may heAa.nd. doubtless is a large
factor in the encouragement of the Ladrones of the Philippines

and the Boers of South Africa to keep up their guerrilla enter-
tainment.

In conclusion may I say that in my judgement the wisest
course to pursue in the case of an irritating partizan strife af-
ter a great war, is for the conquering nation to do as nations al-
ways have done, that 1s hold and fortify important points, and,

if necessary, &Q put a movable force in field, X send out
Ma&ﬂg—,;

the detachments of it in somg force so that no guerrilla band
L .-A
can have the éclat of a small victory here and there, Peace I

hope for, peace complete and thorough, but it cannot be gained ex-

cept by the exercise of wisdom and of justice, Neither can Great

A _\‘ &7, e ,g_ﬁ
Britainagor the United States afford to deal with any natiu%:ax-— <
L

cept with impartial justice,
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