





It always affords me eéspeclial pleasure to be called to Michigan,
: Armgl i had
In the f¢TsthﬂlViHlﬂn that T mmxxzxsesd during the Civil War was &

brigade comnanded by Gol., Hall of the Seventh Michigan Volunteers,
holding his place as Senior Colonol, (ol, Hall was a Pupil of mine
at the Military Academy, a gallant and cepable officer, so that I
was doubly gratified to have him as s brigade commander. The Seventh
Michigan has always rested in my mind as my beau-ideal of a regiment
of volunteers. At Frederickburg, in December, 1862, Burnside's men
had worked all day, beginning before the dawn to throw a bridge aecross
the Rappmahanoch, The Confederates,in rifle pits on the other shore,
had killed and wounded the engineers and all who aided them while
attempting to push out their batteaus, ILieut.gol. Baxter, in immediste
charge of the 7th, had been talking with his men, He and Col, Hall
brought to me, and to the Coxpe .Commander, Gen. Couclj, a proposition
to get the batteause ready under covery as soon as ready, the members
of the regiment would seige thew, £ill them, and push for the other
shore, and clear out the Confederates who were holding the rifle pits
and : arlng it impossible for our engineers to lay a bridge. The
workg!ﬂlprnmptly undertaken, and in less than fifteen mimites from
the words*push off", the whole opposite bothersome line was rooted out
and captured, or driven baeck beyond the houses of the City of Frederi-
cksburg, There were a Tew wounded, and among them, Baxter himself.
thereafter
He was immediately promoted to a Brigadéership, and as you hnﬂwf;held
& distingusihed place among us. There are other connections and com—
radships with Michigan that meke my heart glad, derived from fields
like Gettpsburg, but I will not detain you except to say that our

country cen not furnish better men in Army or Navy than you can from







this state; The prerequisite always being that they be Dproperly com-
manded,

These reflections lead directly to my subject, to-wit "The Hatinn*s

i o

Safety and our Sundey Schools,"
My first Inquiry is:*What do we mean by the Nation's safety?
Most of us, I think, have in mind the fall of our Republie, which
compared with most other nations on the Globe to-day, is yet in its
youth. All publie writers say that this republie y & goverpment of
the people, where liberty is mxXx restrained snd regulatgglgy law, is
yet an experiment, The fundamental law is our Classic constitution,
and all other laws, federal and state which will stanq the test ﬂf b
glorious st Viéyedit 411}
time, are under and in harmony with OdTIFbaStluUtLOn.riIn 1361 the
life of the nation as a nation was threatened. Itai;;faty was then
in danger. Forca time we depended wupon the Statesmanship of the
President and Congress, and,under the president , upon the Army and
Navy . It was a long struggle , but the loyalty of the army and the

navy,recruited from the people, stood the test, It was an enormous

cost, a devotion, that counted no treasures toﬁﬁrecinus. nor blood too

sacred to give that the integrity of the Republic might be maintained,

You may ask me here if the schools bore any part in that struggleg

You may assert that the schools were on both sides, Virtue was on

both sides, Devotion , self-saerifice, convietion, concentration,
were everywhere,

and courage.a Yas. That is true, yet the Lord knows that there was a

right and a wrong in the struggle, Every University, College, Academy,

and Public 8chool where our men were educated as statesmen, or as

defenders of the republic bore their part in fitting their votaries

and their pupils for the work that was beflore tnem,[ I have 1n m;n&
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tpg 9th Indiana ?nluntae;a. The rank and file were composed of in-
teligent, educated , thinking men, They went together as a unit.
Thelr declaration was "The Union Shall Be Preserved” They would in-
trench their front like engineers. They would catch the sound of
hostile men; drop their shovels and piecks, and seize their rifles
while they called one to another "They are coming beys." They would
hold on to any point given them, without flinehing, or they would ad-
vance to points where the bullets were flying too thiek for all of
them to escape death or injury. It is this deseription of inteligent
sturdiness which constituted the main body of the army and the navy
made up prinecipally of voimnteers, which recovered lost forts, lost
states, and finally prevailed in a complete restoration of the Aner—
ican Union, which was thus purged as by fire.ITWhat part, you may now
ask, had the Sunday Schools to bear in thet struggley My answer is
that they bore no small party in leading up to the erisis. A republie
without a Godly basis, without the gpirit of morlaity and religion
in it, is like a body without a soul; like an inteligent selfish
thinker who has no heart. It was, I think, the first pkece I learned
to speak at school "Standy, The grounds your own, my bravesg  Will
you give it up to slaves?™ The second that I remember in a cheistisn
lpressed me
school was about a slave chained in the market place., The words, "his
heart was broken crazed his brain,""He whispered, wept, and smiled,
and soun"ﬁhey drew him forth upon the sanda the foul Hyena's prey &c."

Think of the impression of such words on the heart of a child.

P

¥illions of youth were impressed like me, At the Sunday School I

learned such words as thesei"Love the Dord, thy Ged with all thy heart
and mind, and strength, and thy neighbor as thyself." I was taught
thaet my neighbor was any man in need of my help. I had great admiration
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for Joshua, who had convistions, and like Col, Roosevelt of the Rough
Riders, had also the courage of his convietions, I admired David, who
never counted muibers when his cause was right, and who went against

the foes of righteousness in the name of the Lord of Hosts. Of course

in %unga
I did no £¢,a¥ns%§03%ve war and bloodshed, BExxzxxm I knew the com-

mandments, and I knew that the spirit of the Saviour's teaching was
always in favor of peace, but peace as an ultimatum. His own dedlar-
ations showed that upheavels would come and that his servants must be
ready for any sacrifice even of life itself in defense of right prin-
eiples and a righteous govermnment, The instruction given me was
the same given to millions of children, Instructions which bore fruit,
not perhaps ghe fruit of full fruition, but a fruitage which did not
sep the manhood of the nation or prevent the nation's sons from doing
their dudy regardles=s of the consequences to themuelvea.i'Pnesibly
there was a better way, but we of '€l eould not see it, and do not

yet see it, the teaching not only l8d~ up to the erisis, but after the
erisis it gave us a man like Grant, who sought not te be King, or Czar,
but who said with all his soul to the people of the whole land "Let us
have peace®, In the mother's home, and in the Sunday School, he
leaned that, and he did all in his power to bring about a veritable
peace established in righteousness. "Righteousness exalteth a nation

butsin is a reproach to any people,”
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After the great criaig of the Civil war, behold sgain, the power

of the Christian Schools., They e;fected a veritable union, a union of

hearts. With co-workers, christians flooded the country with them,

As the captain of the Freedmen=Schools, I was the meens of starting over
seventy of the higher grades, as Universities, Colleges , and Normals,
and they are all to-day in full operation. None of them are without ihe
Sundey teaching. The Bible forms no small part even in the week~day

instruction,

The Ghristian_gpirit begine, of course, in the Christian home, but

Christian homes, even in our beloved land are vet iﬂfgreat minority.
So, diligent attention by all christian teachers and workers is had
and needed to extend their privileges to the hosts of other children.

L A test was made by a public educator, very recently, in all the
public schools of Cleveland, Ohio, every child was asked: what he or
she thought was the object of the instruetion in the common sechools.
Out of fifty per cent and over came the reply of each "to make money".
A small proportion answered "to make my way in the world," and a still
snaller proportion declared that it was "to fit me to help others." If
this be a fair sample ef the instruction, moral and religious, that
comes to all children of the land who have only the publie schools,it
is plain thaet we can not rely upon them for teaching God's truth., I
belleve they all do allow the sentiment to be written on the black-
board contained in the brief eighth comnandment, to-wit:"Thou shsalt not
steal", and possibly another commandment may not be positively forbid-
den, viz: "Honor thy Pather and thy Mother that thy days may be long
in the land which the Lord thy God giveth thee.,® I know, however, that

where teachers are Godly men and women, teachers in the publie schools
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I mean, they can not help by precept and exarwle, ¥ going beyond the

permission of their system, and that pupils do receive from them an in-

spiration against irreverance, profanity, sabbalh-breaking, murder,

licentiousness, and covetousness, But, it is the Sunday Sehool that
teaches these things out-and-out. They teach that the ten Commandmente
are not mere precepts,apigramatiﬁphr:sgg, or the statements of philoso-
phers, but they are the ccmmendmette of the Living God, who is every-
where present, and that by them He reaches , seigzes, and holds the hu-

man EERstEREE conscience,

found in the agtion of the violent, or in times of revolution. They
lie far back of these things., They are like a slow poison, which 1it-
tle by little enervates and weakens the system of a man till at last
his energy and usefulness are destroyed, and by and by the last spark
of vitality disappears.

Egp“ccmﬂ to us from other lands, from one of a hundred different
motives, perhaps. For example, for escaping the eonsequences of crime
committed; for making a better livingy for self and family; to satisfy
a discontented heart; possibly with a view of eontinuing robbery, or
other erime already indulged in,in some new way. Whatever be the motive,
we find often a large grouping of them in a city. They gather together
in some secret assembly, and preach to each other. I have known soume
of them to advocate the doetrine of hate; the doetrine that eapital and
labor are essential enemies that the interest of capital is mean and sel-
fish, and griping and heartless, and that the interest of labor is to
combine against every man that holds any cepital, to regard him as an
enerny of mankind, and to do him all the injury possible in hie business
consistent with what may be wrung out of him for themselves. A young

man no longer ago than yesterday said to me that he was always watching
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out against the men that had wealth, and if he found which way that man
voted, he would vote the opposite ticket, Monopolies are equally bad.

We are familiar also with the anarchists who go a step further
than the pesimisty and the eriminal., They declere our social organi-
zation a failure, and Christ's teaching a fraud. They insist on wiping
out all government, all present forms, proparty_and possession, by fire,
by dgnamite, or other explosives. Just what govermment they would es-
teblish, or what social existence they would allow they have not vet
very clearly recorded, Now, these are th spots and blemishes. Such

_teachinéilikely to spread emong large classes of men who can not see
anything beyond a pPesent distress, | How can these things be counter-
acted? My answer always is "they can be eounteracted in this country
by our institutions, viz: our Ohristian homes, or if you please, our
Godly homes, our Christian sehools, or schools which have the spirit of
Christ in them, our churches, which may inelude every organization that
embraces the love of God and of man, and operates for the benefit of
hunanity, and finally our system of sufferage, where men by voting learn
how to vote, as by thinking they learn how to think, or by working at
any business, they learn how to wnrk;“'ﬁgain, my mentor says "Well,
General, what has this to do with the Sundsy School? " My answer is
simple and plain, that either of the organisms that I have mentioned
would be utterly futile to prevent a poison from working;a decay from
extending; or foul inseﬁ;ﬁr from ereeping in , penetrating and corroding

of thenm

our social life, Every one ,the family,in its home life ; the school ,

in its school life; the church in its inkerior life; and outward effort,

and the ballot in its commnity-life, would be barren and useless , or

positively harmful and distruective, if they were not one and all pene-

trated with the spirit of Him whom we must worship in spirit and in truth.
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It is necessary that Divine love and humen love be comingled ssad har-
monious and true, How can it be brought about? I know of no éther way

than by teaching to the children the Bible, which is the word of God.

| H\  To make this teaching universal , the soul mst become receptive,
more generally than now

the soul off the child, it will be necessary to regognize the need of

the new bidth, The Bunday School brings the truth of the ever present

8pirit to the child's mind by implanting in his mind and heart the

Holy Word, especially ¥he teachings of our Lord and Savdour.
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