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My fellow Townsmen:-

This year, which you eall for the town of Leeds--"The
Centennial." is the 7Ist of my own entrance into this bright worlad.
When I was thinking of my early days and the environments, I began
uneconsclously to say to myself:

"How dear to my heart are the scenes of my childhood.

"When fond recollection recalls them to view;

"The orchard, the meadow, the deep tangled wildwood;

"And all the loved spots that my infaney knew.

Here at Leeds how vividly they come up before mel The child
at first does not see far; but his eyes soon teke in some things

which remain very preecious pietures on the retina., or are soon

transferred to the fresh tavlets of his memory. They rdos however,

remain forever.

(I} The Mother:

First, it is--that mother. How my eyes and little feet fol-
lowed her from room to room in Capt. Seth Howard's big house. The
table,y the kitechen, the spinning wheel with its pleasant hum, the
quilting and spooling mehines and the great loom in the northwest

room; these, and every piece of furniture from the bench I sat up-

on to the handsome varlor mirror, are associated with some grace-

ful =ction of Eliza Otis Howard.
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(2) The Immigration:

My grandfather, Capt. Seth Howard--then, like me today, over

. three score years and ten next filled my eyes. How straight sna

tall he was. How gentle and kind to me. How dignified he appear-
ed even when sitting by the fire frame smoking his pipes, or when
with speetacles down from their ususl resting place he was reading
the weekly paper. From his lips came to me the story of the tre-
mendous journey from old Bridgewater, Mass., which brought his
growing family to Leedss a country where there was more wood to

burn and new soil to till,

(2) The Distribution:

Stillman, Rowland, Aurelia and Lucretia, and Frank (born here)
were residents of Leeds and vicinity. They all had goodly families
that scattered to the four winds. (Gen. Dan Sickles declared that
I+ Howardy hed a cousin at every railroad station in nine statesof
the Union). Ward went to Peekskill, N. Y.: Seth, the sons the pre-
sant Seth Howard's uncle, found his way to Philadelphia and thence
to Moblle, Ala.: Everett went hither and thither, painting and
leaving likenesses instead of children and grandchildren to per-
petuate his memory, always roving until hie death. I did not ex-

actly mean to sketch a family tree, but simply to turn over a few

tablets in the book of remembrance.







(4) A Bovy's Environment:
I looked out of the window of our two-story farm house., to be-
hold the Wayne pond and the greast hill of Leeds, at least the north

side of it. My father was what the young eyes sought and found.

He was not quite so tall as grandfather. 1 remember ah occasional
smile was in the sudden kindness of his eyes rather than from the

wrinkles of his face, but with his sandy side-whiskers and his len-
gthy eye-brows he usually looked seriously =t me, and oftens, doubt-

less with good reason, became a little stern, particularly when I

lost his tools or broke a pane of glass. He was at work in the gar-

den with a hired man: or he was in some one of his cleared fields:
or he had his horses one at a time scampering around him in the
dooryard; oOor he was building the stone wall and planting those
trees that have today such magnitude and msgnificence; he was al-
ways busy.

(5) The Baptist cChurch:

Rowland B. Howard, my father, loved music , played the flute,
enjoyed reading, especially poetry and good books. Onee he repair-
ed the old Baptist church and rebuilt the sheds back of it. He
called me one Sunday morning to go to meeting there, halooing from
the front of our house. I wag keeping the cattle from the corn in

the upper field, and the wind wes blowing ageinst his face. This

vocal effort was too much. That day at church commenced the fearfu
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hemorrhages of his lungs which caused his death.

(6) The Neightorg--Uncle Barna An Object Legson:

Beyond our orchard grandfather's orother Barnabus Howard set-
tled. Ohy what a beautiful place was that to the boys of my age.
His grandchildren--Luther, Melvin, Lucy, Merilla., Elmina, Mary and
Dexter. There were plenty of boys and girls there for fine play.
The small ponds by the ridge where we constructed ingenious rafis;
the apple orchard to elimb in: the maple irees in spring time for
sugar and for famous camping; the long barn with all its attrac-
tions--hay-mows with ladders to ascend, and hens eggs to find; and
outside the large barn doors just right for "barn pall." Rowland
and I were always happy when mother gave us a holiday at unecle
Barna's. She sent us off after she had put upon us white collars
anld charged us to keep them clean. They sometimes came home very
bloody and always soiled. It was an object lesson to hear uncle
Barna read the seriptures of a morning and pray--simple, earnest.,

faithful old soul, he never knew how much good he did. One Bunday

I was told that he and his family forgot that it was the Sabbath;

he was working all day in the hayfield. A neighbeor returning from
church saw him over the fence and called to him--"How is this Unecle
Barna--breaking the fourth commandment be'nt you?*

"Why s whys sartin--it is not Sunday."

"0h yes it is--'Ssbba-day.*' and I'm coming home from meeting."







(5)
"Well then." sald the old man, “I'll keep tomorrow." So uncle Bar-
na understcod the spirit of things =snd scted nobly.

(7) The Digtrict School:

The school broadens the horizon of a boy's outlook. I think
Hannah Xnapp was my first &chool-mistress. I rememober how we boys
at four and five years of age trudged up the ascending aisle of the

=

old unpainted school-house, doubtless proud and somewhat vains with
short new trouserss bare feet and straw hats in hand. Kate, Han-
nah's sisters was a fine girl too who, after some years., followed
her sister's calling. Chas. Knapp the father, our neighbor, had a
large choice family; people did in those old haleycon days. His
volice was like a shrill clarion, pleasant to children when they
were not misehievous. He had these children. Arch., Sewall, Hannah,
Katharine, Rufus, and the two Hutchins boys by adoption. Rufus was
gomewhat older than I. When I was eight he was fourteen and at
school. He was muscular. five feet ten and as strong as a giant,
but fortunately good natured. It took during our recess at school
Chas. and Geo. Lane, the sons of John Lane, Judson Lane, the son

of Issachar, Henry Millet, the son of John Dyer, Clark and Aubrey
Woodmans the sons of Ammi Woodman, Melvin and Otis Howard, all com-

bined, to tackle Rufus Knapp, throw him down and lay him out on a

snow back. Ii often gave me a sore neck and bruised shoulders to

("]

run between his great legs and trip him up for the oth

er boyas to
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pile on to his arms and feet and hold him down.

(8) The Madawasky War:

About thet time came the wonderful Madawasky war. Thel.,
as in our subsemuent Civil strifes Leeds was phenomenal in patriot-
ism. How the men ren together at the sound of the drum and fife in
John lyer Millett's yard! How they were chosen by a draft! I nev-
er before had seen so grand a spectacle as that the Leed's company
presented as they merched up snd down in new uniformss having red
plumes with white tops for the men., and bright distinetive feath-
ergs Tor the officers. My father was drafted and being infirm from
rheumatism had to send George Washington Georges 2 cross-eyed sol-
dier, as a substitute. George wes orasve and evaded the sharp eyes
of the surgeon, "for," he declared, "I can shoot with the best of
them, for I close one eye when I sight my gun." You will remember
that before the Leeds' contingent arrived upon the battle-field
Americans and British hed ecaught glimpses of each other on our
Maine frontier and both had run away. Gen. Winfield Scott ecame and
somehow parleyed with the English Commissioner, and settled the

boundary ouestion without bloodshed. He had had enough of fighting

with our ®British cousins at Lundy's Lane twenty-four years before.

That bloorless war terrified the peovple of Leeds and made the wom-

en and children ory. Was S0 near, and Maine, not Maryland and
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Virginia, was the state to be desolated by the war. Who does not

recall the old flint-lock, cartridge-box, wide pelt and powder hori?

(9) Religious Controversies:

What a school we had then both winter and summer. My

cousin, Thomas X. Bridgham, the teacher for one winter, I liked.He

had teo ferule me, together with some other lads, for golng off into
that tempting woorland where the hackmatacks, with an occasional
spruce, pine or fir grew; it was the going off during the school
hourst-I do not see how such serious boys could hsve done that!
Thomes was converted that winter when my father lay i1ll. He came
to my mother with his troubles. His father could not tolerate the
o rthodox folks at the center and yet Thomas the son felt it his
duty to join them. Dr. Bridham said--"If you Ao that Thomas. never
see me more." My mother thought he ought to join the church, but
my father said it would be better for Thomas to obey his father and
walt. By this the whole town wes agitated and much divided. Leeds
has often had its religious controversies and peen much exercised
to so provide that every one can now worship CGod aceording to the
. dictates of his own conselence.
(I0O) Politice:
uring the years before the presidential eleetions pol-
itics raged more than religion. 1In I840 the excitement in Leeds

wag at its height. The whigs for Williasm Henry Harrison erected
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liberty poles and the loco-focos cut them down. Then when new
ones went up the young whigs filled the poles with nails and spikes
for several feet from the ground and vrepared themselves with shot
guns to defend them. Peas, I understcod., were used and actually
fired into loco-foco legs. A this was done at night. Our family
was divided. Grandfather and father were pronounced whigs while un-
cle Stillman and the older children were Jackson-Democrats, called
by the whigs loco-focos. jﬂtwitﬁﬁtﬁﬂdiﬁq this commotion and con-
testy when the day for election actually came both parties went
down to the old town house and behaved all day with great propriety,
quletly slipping in their votes. Then politics grew milder =nd
miider till nearing the next political mile-stone.
(II) Leeds' Families:

The first year of my college life, as I was passing from
my fifteenth to my sixteenth year, I csme home from Rowdoin and
wanted to teach school to help out the meagre purse; but the school
committe said--"Ciis, you are too young." I had no beard and tho

of fair size my voice h=ad4 nothing grum in it. So during that win-

. ter I nominally remained at home, but roamed about the town and

vigited here and there my friends outside of Leeds. If you spesk
the name of a Leeds' family I notice that I have some assoeiation
with it: for example--the Lothrops. Col. Leavitt Lothrop was my

guardian after my father's death: Francis was a teacher and helped
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me on greatly in my mathematies: Warren and I went to Mr. Dean's
high school together at the brick school house in the Curtis or
Lindsey district; again, he and I were assoclated in the army after
his return f'rom Mexico, at West Point, where I was a cadet and he
was in the Engineer company: again when oboth were lieutepants in
Florida. My first winter school as teacher was in East Liver-
more. The next at South Leeds where my stepfather Col. Gilmore liv-
ed. This brought me into closer connection with all the people
on tuaker Ridge than in my school days.

Hot meny months ago I wes in Detroit, Mich. A handsome lady
spoke to me after a lecture: she said--"Don't you know me Otis, I

wasg your next door neighbor." It wes Betsey Bates the daughter of
" ¥

Chas., and Hannah Bates. I wish I ecould speak of them all--the
Brewsters, Baileys, Wings. unhams., Gilberts, Turners, Coffins,
Lindseys,s Bishops, Pettingills, Liobys. And also all clustered
around Leeds Center, as--the Lanes, Lecnards, Frances, Boothbys,
Mitchells, Crummets. Moores., Dwinells and Fosters. Then in our

home district where, near my uncle kEnsign Otis, I taught my last

winter schocl: and, in West Leeds where we visited and had spelling

matches and debates were, besides those I have named--the Summners,
the Robbins, the Whites, the Davys, the Fish family, the Rackleya,
the Fossess the Manleys., the Gilberts, the Cushmans, the Jenn

nnings.

the Deans, the Francis, the Sylvesters., the Grants, the Herricks
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and the Ramsdells. And who can number the North Leeds' contingent,
as--ithe Carys. the Greenwoods., the Coboss the Goulds, the Leadbeat-
arsy the Parchers, or the South Turner-Hidre ouota of the Welcomes,
Athertcons and others.

Leeds has been the dwelling place of my family on the Howard
gide, or some portion of it, for almost a century--it lacks but
four years--and on my mother's side through the Stanchfields for
more than a hundred years. Roger and Thomas Stanchfield.s the one
my great uncle and the other my great grendfathers lived near the
floating-bridge, which I think they must have constructed. That
bridge was an object lesson to me and a wonderful help in the ci-
vil war.

(I2) Patriotic Devotion:

In the Civil war from '6I to '65 Leeds filled every com-
missioned grade of Major-General, Brig.-General, Colonel, Lieuten-
ant-Colonel, Major, Captain and Lieutenant; also among the enlisted
the non-commissionea of Sergeant and Corporal. Of the whole num-
ber who fought in the war I find none but faithful and glorious
records. Many gave their lives in battle,or as a conaequence of

battles, fought for their country, and others passed away from sick-

ness induced by herdship end exposure in service. Leeds, standing

with other towns of the gtate, hss anple reason to pe proud of the

Patriotic devotion and the acecomplishments of her sons.
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Leeds has never h=d & village, nothing more than corners
and hamlets. It is a pretty large township--nine miles long and
six miles broad, essentially a farming region, but for schools,
churches and home-voting it has ever been a fair type of free Z0-
vermment, a fine place to start children in the race of life. The
rallway running its whole length has caused some restlessness an
carried off its girls and boys to other spheres of usefulness, and
privileges superior to those of their fathers and mothers, but
whenever I have met them, and I find them everywhere in and out of
clities and places of trust, I have never been ashamed oy the re-

minder that they were born and reared in Leeds.

(I4) Source of Regret:

My only feeling of regret comes when I see old farms de-
serted, the schools growing smaller asnd the families that onece
numbered many souls scarcely maintaining the name snd place of thelir
ancestors. But I for one have no right to seold, because I de-
parteds and the faithful son of uncle Stillman, your Jjustly honored
citizen, Seth Howard, is the only one who represents the name of
Howard in Leeds. And he, dear fellow, is veopling Iowa and the
west. ®But I do hope "the home-conming" year by year will draw many

families back to keep up the old homesteads. We are learning that

the variety of production of a New kngland farms where there are

=]
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well filled parns and cellars not to be despised, is a source of

comfort,and even luxury, thst ecity salaries seldom furnish.

good alr, the pure water and the choice home society, with our

Heavenly Father's blessing should count as much in I9CI as they

dld in IB80I. So my townsmen hold the fort., and

take courage to

make the new century as bpright as the old just past.







(24) Outliook for .5: New Centurv. .

The materisl prospect from now to 2001, has river
yower and factories, good homes, fine farme, plenty of honey,
‘ butter and cheese, fruite, grain and berries, choice churches,on
sightly M1ls for the Sundave, and 200d school houses with the
deer old flag floating over them at masthead at ewerv cross road:
it has gtill beautifim selfraspeeting young women and sturdy,
fearlese, g00d princivied voung men -~ all this with the 0ld
Bible .nd Bod's blessing will keep wp the heritage of contentmet,
courage and yreparation for duty here and joy hereafter.
But berond the boundary ieeds ies the State. Our
ancestor sat in its legislature and in the couneil chamber of
te Govenor, and watched its glorious beginnings, Yeur boys and
girls have many of them during the last century joined the tide
that was flowing into the cities. Now that eity-tide is tummning
for pure water and air, for health and swummer refreshment; the
g?iatest, the richest, the best of the sons and daughters of
Colunbia are floecking to our roeky shores and yeopling our rug—

E}@ islands, and trying to momopolize our 1ife-giving aprings.

let them come. Maine has-a strong welecome and a Yankee home -

market.

But bevond the State, leeds has a Hation. Every
leeds man who takes a daily or weekly journal keeps uwy his ine
terest in publie affairs, Nobody exeels him in this. He has
struggled, togsther with the volunteers, in spirit if not in
person, in sympathy if not in hardship and exvosure, through

the malérious camps of the Southern bordar; through the high
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winds and waves the great MeFican Gulf; t'nx*“n the rough
and difficult landings on the coast and the terrifie advance
over the porcupine hills and almost impassible Jumgles of
Santiago De Cuba to strike and conquer the foes of humanity with
two to one against us. How with great Joy he bsholds Cuba a
free republic with a written Constitution and our Nation's
Guarenty hehind it %o make it everlasting.

Porto Rico ies a gem. Our eltizen looks at it with
wonder, How did we pet it without blood and saerifice? How
ghall we cleanse off the debris and polish it more and more?
Oh, we will do it say ocur home politicians When our owm party
rets into ypower, We will do it whether the Constitution fol-
lows the flag or the flzz follows the Constitution. As in the
Hovward family of old # sre mar be division; the strife will be
betwean great parties; but let us remember now that Washington
and Jackson have both become immortal. PFederal and demoeratic
teraching and nractice have hoth heen essential %o €.e8 making of
a whole republic, The faults of varties and leaders pass away,
but the produets of their virtues are eatahlislied forever.

Admiral Dewey,-how your hearts almost stopred
their beete on account of his perdil in the straits of Manila,-
Adriral Dewey went there and strueck hard blows and sc expanded
our domain, My honored elassmate, William P.Fryve, with other
grear associates dared as much as Dewey in settling with Spain

for the Orient., Thar started 9,000,000, of people into life

and growth, nad vrivilege — the privilege of freemen = the pri-

vileze of owr wonderful Constitution, Prye's cormission did
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accomrlish a J;‘iﬂcent work for ]‘.'-,l.:l'.:’lnit},f‘anti. our Senate and

Presidsnt and people have been superbly wise to confim their

actions Therefore:
All hail the dawn of coming dayvs,
Which £i11 our world with bhrilliiant rays;
May men grow hatter year by year,

While heavenly hopes their visions cheer.
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