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Some Reminiscences

have
Vhey kMxx remfined d4n
my life's histoly have beqn streng confras

AN, [,adc--!.a{.f-i
af“jrmeu.i#:ﬂ: cqar:e qf position, from Bowdoin College

In the senior clau%janﬂ having a‘rrved at that dignity which
: 2
E’L{ML A

SR dut& nq after three yvears of study pechlaP social 1life and
oL wm%
eteen yvears Qfxpgg,

d*uLlDllﬂgr I La a proud and tapp;
receivxng uLa kind attention of professors and the marked respect of A“MH
nts, earnestly expectant of the Zret occasion. the last
#/’!'l. : » : ; ey —
Commencement net—many wWeeksahead, when I received a nomination ??ﬂ e
f

the Honorable John Otis, the member of Congress from my father's /
i
B = f

-
distriet, followed speedily by a regular appointmentfo a cddetqqhu

e

S = — =

at West Poind.
As the immediate future of a student after graduation
full of uncertainty, I quickly decided to accept the new honorinut
so much!because of a military outlook as that I could pursue mirpﬁata
studies and attain a profession, if found equal to its demands.ia“&{__
attended by a certainty of X atio - a compensation which
would inecrease with time. My mother did not quite like the
sudden prospect but she she looked in my face "you have

made up your mind". By of the President and Faculty

on

h«ﬂu.— @& (34 L

college,]l was permitted to pﬁﬁﬂ my examinations and receivesmy diploma
A,

without waiting for ®ommencement" which did not occur that year

(A. D. 1850) till the latter part bout the middle

of August furnished with a fairly good outfit of under tlothing and Sewet

L] Y. .
v
other &8 articles of as the West Point circular specified,

Ay







left my home in Leeds, Me. for West Point, W. Y, Twelve miles in

an open wagon to Lewiston and thence by rail on the new Atlantic &

=

St. Lawrence railway to Portland; from Portland to Boston by steamer,

and from Boston to New York via the Fall River railway and a great
Mot~

Soun stamneifwas the Journey, fthexztaksmemkxef - whichxizxzsuffickenmk
LR

kxxxhpow which gcecupied for days in the m The statement 1s

sufficient to show the difference between
twenty-four hours will easily bring = from my old home to New York.

I did not long delay in the vicinity of the Metropolis, the changes

here in fifty vears if they could he named would seem like exaggera-

tions or fancy stories. The Astor Hpuse was then the principal hotel,
at the foot of Broadway
and the Washington House afforded me a comfortable bie$h for the

AN

nigl

ull of delight with new scenes I entered the cars of the
A o~ ShohiGe =the | 8
Hudson River Bailroad as far down town aqﬁﬁnamhers Street, station
and ascended the river enjoving the magnificant scenery from my car
; : o n S S Boros_
window all the way to Cold Spring situated séx miles north of West
N ."I
Point axg xx &had. Being more in haste’™jan I would have been at

e e T

any subsequent period of my cadet career{ig : r to"the Poiniég
| e = il e (G
I walked to the ferry at the foot of the main At that time
hood

there wers twojboats two weather-beaten old men to man them. As
LS

a rule there was but carsman for each boat. After some walting
W - Il ]
and getting =¥ small trunk carried to the dock, I was helped bag and

baggage on board. Three or four passengers joined me there. One of

a.].‘l__‘ L

them, dressed in citizen's clothes, a fine appearing, genteel, gentle-

A
manly man,who years later gained a great reputat ion by being t

A-.-Lf_', ke

antagonist at Bull Run,was o - Capt. E. Eirby Smith, He

talked with me pleasantly and drew me into conversation which seemed







to amuse him as it doubtless reminded him of a like innocent peripd
of his own life. I may pause a moment to say that between Boston
and Fall River I had met Lieutenant Alley who had Just graduated

from West Point, and who wWas my predeces from our home distriet.

-3

He had warned me to be sure and dispose of my cane and put away my

(" %— L AL
silk hat which had been badges of Mg high college attainment in the

senior year of Bowdoin, Lt, Alley had given me alsp much other

wholesome advice as I was going to a place where ne=body could stay

except the young man "who can and will" master the situation. Having

attained a little more modesty, if humility before I met ﬂapt.E~K“%jﬂ

Smith, I was prepared to ] ETe ‘ully a few suggestions from

S
him He advised me to go to Roe's Hotel for the
encampment of cadets near at hand and carefully observe all I could

that evening and the next mornin

£ . I should have hastened as my
required to report to the Superintendent or to his Adjutant
as I could find them after our landing,but Capt. Smith said
10t hurry; you cannot report to the Adjutant or the Superin-
tendent till to-morrow at the orderly hour of nine o'clock™. All

these favoring providences enabled me to get a fair start without

running upon the usual rocks of trouble that afflict a new cadet. I
dn June .year

found in the early morning two other cadets who had enteredntheywpre-

vious ¥umm,-it being now the 20th of August,-Cadets Webb and Stevens

who hailed from the State of Maine. Being themselves of the third
ﬁqLL£4L4 /
class which fwrriskee the drill-masters for new cadets of the grade
&h*lﬁh?ul*%ﬁJ

of Corporal, and all theifudets which have hazing propensities, I

had to endure at their hands a little chaffing but it never went
i . fia Ekfﬁi"bﬂ 4 o
further tnan}f@ flatter mgiﬁﬁiﬂezﬁfeed me with taffy and send me to

the pump for buckets of water.







As I did not come in June I lost the"breaking in"which my

=

June classmates had enjoyed, but there wWere several of uérbhg came in

e

September and were therefore called "Sept H“rﬁjo“e from the South and
OIS LU0 Ll IR e

some from the N I I recall "Sept" Stuart, whose last rank was
Lieutenant-Ge I B, Stuart,Lee's favorate Cavalry leader;

nSepta™ H, W, 01 uadfh )* . Smalley, A. B. Chapman, with Wade,
i-—'—-r *‘ . L(

Black and Gegurl. For a time we were all drilled three and four

times a day dn two squad3x Of the seven I have named with myself

there were in ime three general offic hree Colonels and one
!(-‘LMLM
who died very soon after graduation.

When I went to report to the Adjutant's office I found
from Augusta, Malne Cap yth Williams, a most delightful,
rentleman who at once 1d me where to go and what to do.
Without much frietion or annovance I speedily 11 into the ways of

camp life; but those few days before passing to the barracks the
first of September it was a trial to be in eivilian dress, because
one could not keep i v h the facilities at han@f. I ha%ﬂ?c

ﬁ/ET [{LGJ‘ Rl el R L

cha witdk=me as I was s soon to have the new uniform.
h

sleeping on the floor of a tent with one blanket under you

gver vou Was new business! and the being drummed to bed at
reveille
and drummed out at ENXXIXX Were hs ships which course became 1

and less so with experience; but ti ' all of us September
cadets was tough from th heginning1and did not : 3 AEE ations

#Ijil after some twenty days we had,lost our petty

—_ | _ Ay

then as now a suit of gray with bell
5, was

buttons. A little l, who/wes af erwarda\f}and deficient

the common dress of the Gdﬂet;,

at the next January examinationj habitually drdilled my squad.







was called "the set-up drill" and he did his work
Occasionally he would get impatient at my awkwardness.
To put my little fingers on the seam of my trousers, draw my head
back into place, keep my stomach in, my chest well out and my heels
tc[;etl'.et*‘.._.,,""ﬁ’.is was sore work. Then to march with toes

. 05 < Jm%ﬂ
warﬂr:ithout breaking up the extraordinary position of ti

&%%Ffﬁ@&ﬁvcaused amusement to strangers looking on. One day my
Corporal with dispair in his volice eried out: "Why don't vou stand
like a man and not look so much like a monkey?2" How I bore all

1. 3 A Ti,zfr’-r‘t *“4‘-/} e | B [sepm s o
this without resistence I can hardly tell{ \; had made a peculiar
P

promise to my good mother before I left home which I was trying t
‘N?‘Ah_ AAAA LA Vouea 1""- A AA A A
keep; ugi &g I couldn't fight1I would have sopld myself

M
L

six-pence. Perhaps in my awkwardness I cou
4 1un Fu - ] !; - "
price, When I see the wordbraced up’or TH”i“ up
to cadet's hazing I always think of the corporal and myself
was trying to transform a monkey into man The corporal

other squad of September cadets was W.

who became a G the Qrdnance: Departmen I the Confederacy.
S g

Whenever he had us by ,exchange it was a relief and a pleasure to me.

o

He was gentle, careful, dignified and yet firm in his depgrtment
—hts orders.

Contemplating just this periocd of preliminary preparaticn

in caﬂet life I realize the antipodes of college senlor-dignity and

At
September plebe-beginnings, and have always &ngéééﬁrﬂﬂﬂ*ﬁ!r it weese L4495

Mo e 5Q1¢QI;LQA5L¢MML£QM&ﬁJF
really .0 humillate young men,as we September cadets were in the

outsetogfctheir military career. Boggs'gentler method was far the

[ &)

L P
best for it did not risk the destruction of a proper self negpect.







There is one word that met me at West Point just as

soon as I had been enrolled among the new cadets and assigned to "C}

s

one of the four c&mpemtes into which the corps of cadets is always

divided, - a word that chaffled me and came near causing me many
\

marks of demerit and some positive punishment. That word was "limits?!

It was usually associated with some other word. for example "cadet

limite", "Camp limits", "Barrack limits","srdinary limits"and"8xtend-

ed 1limits", These expressions soon explained themselves. The ordi-

limits (id not include Roe's Hotel {or example|. One day when I
L - - - %

to the Hotel I was seen in the wash room and
L]

ne of our Company officers, reported ,to Capt. Alden, the

v a
: o, Sh /0 Bt
Commandant of Cadets, ®as==e tent was nearest the river in the middle

of the eastern line of the camp and faced westerly toward the Corps,

that as much éﬁ_p;ﬁﬁibié}vf his cummun%,arranged in four Companies

abreast, A. B.-sad C, might be constantly under his supervision.
A" th : PR ]:111' At = Hd s # i 1 i Y 3 e RN o | #* J!." ! T o y
t the next orderly hour eight in the morning Capt. Alden sent

for me. While I stocd at attention he picked up a piece of paper

B

and read me the report, to wit, "Cadet Howard, between such and such

w3 Ad

an hour and of date the day before, off limits." Then turning a

=4

looking at me he read my, K excuse Which I had handed in as soon as I

heard my name puhlisheiﬁtﬁ_‘he previous evening parade (for this same

de]inquanc;h I think he hardly crédited my excuse for its full phase,

"Mr. Howard, I remove the report this time,but see that
| afternoon
get off "limits"™ again!™ As Saturday gave us"extended

day not only all the plain and the slopes to

-

but "Crow Nest" and Fort Putnam, prominent he

of us, were all open to cadets for a stroll. 1e first







& Mj.-:;
saturday afternoon, with a classmate, I walked around what is called
l..J"i‘u"— t:v‘llk ',*_IAJ
nm

The Plain", a beautiful elevated plateau Witk the Cadet Barrac¢ks, th

Academic building and the Library on the South side., The monuments
and
of Dade and his companions,,of Koziuskoy the Fortaiﬁnox and Clintone
1 y o
A - i
witufgxgaﬁet encampment upon the eastern side and river slope; Roe's

Hotel, the flag staff ,accompanied by a fragment of the great chailn,

whieh had spanned the Hudson River in Revolutionary times, also the

cannon and mortars surrendered at Saratoga, at Yorktown and in

Mexico, and the monument,situated upon a high knoell,of

Conel B. D. Wood, & hero Fo Erie in 1814,- these held the north

side! while the west was lim v & straight nicely macadamized
shade

street bordered by walks and ornamented with trees of twenty or thir-
» 2

£ =rell- "I:’.'“ e ST
y years growth. Beyond the western walk was at that time)éae&uaped o
"

e

1 fence behind which were the houses of the Commandant, the Super-

endent and several professors and instructorsy all these occupied
the space from the northern line of the plain to what were called

W s 5 5 - ™
the new cadet barracks., The barracks were not quite finished. They

iy --I-\""c.-. il LA 1.

fronted northward, were built ofa hpight lewm stone Iiﬁﬂ(&?ﬁﬂitﬂi It

had three stories and extended from the central sally-port Six MR- ~—

5?5& feet to the right and left. There was also a wing abutting
: £ &

against the west flank and running back fomr Hﬁtgrﬁﬁ.feet. This pile
of buildings by its central tower &md térrits and diamond windows was
. o
sresentable in architectural effects as seen from any point of
fre+~ Hudson
in or the River where visible,
As my companion and myself that afternocon stood near the
sally-port of this building and faced northward where we could take

bend of the Hudson off against Constitution Island and arpund
£







Gee's Point thus apparantly embracing our plateau, we took in & scen
4

that always impresses the beholder who first views that up-riveyp
otz W0 C Jar

stretch of country. The city of Ne ~cfﬂw} apparently ac“cam the'
River though eight miles away, yse in beauty before us as the sun
was shining upon it. Remember that we are in the highlands and that
every part of the scene of houses, shade trees, islands and wat EIQ\ Lff\
smooth as a lake,was framed in glorious mountains and high shores
. Servaigde _ . . ;
&i%ﬂarrang d far an attractive and beautiful picture, Then one
Ciﬂ? ullcinb d”Gub the earliest constm very plain,some siEty
broad and a hundred feet long, bui 1 n the ordinary blue
nothing but chimneys to-b he plain features of its

constructicn, was between us and the camp off to our right; while to

the left front was the old "Mess Hall", a twop storied affair ol

AT

like build. These tvoi%lo_Leﬂ the symmetry of the plain and its

surroundings but before a year had passed they were all noved and

every sign of their exi ut’—t‘-'c:e had disappeared.

The return of the new second class, which had been on
furlough during the encampment of the remainder of the corps, was
something that attracted the attention of the new cadets. Several

G2 u >
can hardly tell where they came from,s# ocmnibuses naEther
came rolling up from the garrison's ferry southeast of the plain.
1L

witheuwt—shoulder straps £
with -tled furlough suits for the most part - blue coatsyand trousers e
™

When they reached the front of the encampment the second class boys

ﬁ_a.ﬂ.q_.r.a-"[.:_d FI"!J'-:l--l---.
with a sprinkling of citizens dress tumbled out of the door
A

A5 each one
windows and off the driver's at an p - the coachuto

-
LF]

by some choice comrade of the waiting cadets of the firs

Thev seemed to me to hug and kiss&each other as

lauslirg but smme excited tc tears. I said to myself ﬂiiﬁﬂﬂﬁs
L







"What a roval welcome ! Perhaps 1is 1 : prity de corps".of

which I had read in books.!

The livliest, busiest and strangest scene occured the next
day when we broke camp and moved into barracks. The breaking of
camptwLen all the tents come down at mnnctis ordinary work wherever
there is a regiment or batsalion of soldiers. But here every cadet
hﬁ? to bear his own burden in moving . For & while all the inter-
vening space between the camp and the north b ack¢was covered by
the young men carrying bedding, blankets, camp stools, Water buckets,
clothing and whatever else had been allowed them during thelir so-
journ in the field. ZEverything in the line of goods and chattels

was carefully removed and carried to its new destination before the
wag T : _
nts were struck; the battalion formed and marched to the south side
A main
0 he new barracks. There in the area parallel with thg\puildiﬂg

e ;Jllr\ ot - ; R et i S

the' cadet-battalion was fermed in t nks Jwdiiieg) solith Faoe .
y

Company A had the left, Company B came next, Company C next, and

Company D held the right, In this same order the Companies were
put into barracks;but as the new barrecks were not entirely finished

and }':a‘rritab]_e}sa"reral of us were sent to the old north barracks Which

i e

I have described. In fiest the rooms wWere very large and I found

myself the first night with three companions - Theomas J. Treadwell

w

of New

Hampshire, Henry M. Lazelle of Massachusetts, and Levi R

Abw

Brown of Maine. Each had his iron bedstead #ga mat triss and bedding
folded at the head. BEach also had his place for gun and equipments

(= -

rainst the wall, and each an apartment in the common e¢lothes-pre
B 1 I

The wash stand for each cadet and its proper accompanientivere ewuhand .
STy Wopden

P

There was an iron table for two and a chair a piece. My comrades had
. ] F 8

come in June and seemed a great way ahead ¢of mesin lecal knowledge,

W LA

I harﬁly equaled them in anything till about the 15th o Sept.‘l had
i 1







b
A,

received and put on my first cadet -sadé and was permitted to occupy
a place in the rear my company; my height of course regulated
the exact position.

As early as possible in September the recitations he%}n.
My own class numbered all told one hundred and twenty members. We
were divided into seven sections, first in alphabetical order. After
a week or two of-recitation the instructers, Lieutenants detailed from
the Army, and the professor over them, having formed their judgment
of the capabilities and the advancement of different cadets had them
transferred from one section to another till the first and second
seeiign contained the most’pﬂamifing, and the six and seventh the
very least promising young men. The lowest section, whatever was
number in any class(fpy there were _adso four claases}twas c

]

"the immortals". A cadet always emjoys the humor of the opposite

He calls an ugly cadet "beauty", and he denomlnates th cadets who
are the nearest mortality, that

mortals but "immortals™. I may remark that of our hundred and twenty
& A,

only thirty-six graduated from the institution, the others fell out
by the way,-some by deficiency and some for fear of it, whi a few
were remnpgved by illness,

. dagt as the battalion was' formad-dr—the-awea When We came

to the harr&cks]the sections are fcpmﬂﬁkgt each hour for recitations

'.-"_/..r".n_;} ALy

e e e

£ line

in :hezai--areanﬁmaheuhﬁaﬂﬂkn A1l the sections make one long

e L

usually facing south, each ha} its section-marcher or head of the
section. The officer of the day causea the line in two ranks to face
to the front, then each section marcher callg the rodl of his sec-
tion and reports to the gfficer of the day the present and the

M. el 3 2
absent; then each section 4s marched off in quick step to the







A . v sl - ; :
Academy to find its proper section room. The first time I marched

N aikgin
in conspicigus with my Black clothing,very much spotted by squad

N

LY

d“ill and other uses? I nuticed a desk and behind it Lt. Sam Jones
in army uniform., He subsequently became quite prominent in the
Confederate service. He was verny nervous and quick motioned. pur
secticn leader stepped to the front while we were standing on the
right and left near two long benches and in a military attitude
sgluted It. Jones and said "All present", Without any further eer-
emony we sat down and I noticed that there were blackboards painted
i%;; the walls on three sides of our room. Habitually eight cadets
of the remainder were
were sent to these boards and then one after another,questioned upon

the flpor till somebody at the board was ready. It required som

A T
drill to get a new cadet like me to write his na%e on the board, to

11 o
put his work neatly below it, then to-eesse the pointer and turn

Yo et *aLI":_
around facing the instruetor till he was ready for ¢ recitation.
There were two positions of the seldier allowable, one was standing

~at &tt&nticnherect.and the other with hands folded s —tlhe pointer
3

down at parade rest,







vears ago the requirements for entrance wer

&
i

those demanded in our publie schools to pass from

th ammér grade to the High School. Therchave not been many changes

. ShA s o ! AT s 3 :
since. But often now candidates for admlission are found deficlent

A

=

nd sent away on the preliminary examination in minor studies, as in

I L4 LLs

reading or in spelling ung me: halieve d ot practice readin
aloud as of old hat boy T my age did y great atten-

writing

Instruetion and

drill I soon foun ha ; n must 1 at or every st

SLEelky
especlally when mathematics we ingclved. 'his i the care-

ful deduction of rules and never their assumption.

Every Monday morning, & cadet would find put up in a

case against brary wadl, his daily marks of meri

and the summation for the week, 'hese merit marks varied by tenths

from 0 to 3: was a fallure; 2.5 was good; 2.8 was far better; but

[

3 was "a Max" ar always when recelived cheered ome's heart, Demerlt

L 44
marks Were our horror ! Thelr publication everv evening to

Pl

he cadet adjutant added to the grievance. "Cadet Howard

s o 1 i 1 P \'k M )
quarters with coat unbuttoned" - or gun not clean at Guard

39 %9 1 - i y i 3% A b : 1~ 14 - - 1 v - - ¥ L A4 P
mounting",and such like. listen intensely to the Adjutant's

417

voice till he had passed from H to on that hateful 11

name did not appear, the sense of relief was refreshing

a2
[+ S

1858

R [ e
markKs

T 25 3 i a
were Lone

Fovernment .







pfficers of the army ol ol near

cadet-captains and lieutenants
second class and corporals of

the third class, all these were obliged to report all delinquencies
] = i

. observed. For example, an absence from any rodl call was a delin-
one
‘ - guency with three ma rks of demerit; a late with(l mark. A good
= folded and endorsed might remove the
| = marks. But it was altogether safer not to get them, The cadets
‘ ; relative standing in his class was determined by his merit marks,
lowered by his "demerits". When a study was Tinished, as was the
(]
pure mathematics at the end of my 2nd year, our relative standing in
- mathemat ics was Tfixed and set aside for the final reckoning. In that
3 study I came out No. 1; Gen. Robert E. Lee's son, G. W. Curtis Lee,
3. H, Ruger No. &, and so on. After four years on final
summation,Lee was No. 1 and Howard lo. 4.
ton
o When out Cadet year began Captain Brewer' was Superintend-
E discipline and digni-
place and do vour whole duty! was marked
o plainly in his face and in his wEETing. It never occured to me that
I
Capt. Brewerton could commit an offense, and do not remember one; but
A
before our first spring had ended we had Capt. Robert E. Lee (soon to
= -

have the local rank efid. pgy of a Colonel) for superintendent,lLee had

the same grand carriage as Brewerton, but it was delightful to meet

One of our instructors said "Col. Lee's smile was Worth a

t e - s 1 [ -. I~ 3 ¥ 1 A
f- my k.l&f‘-..‘-. B’]te J. 1 redall b mei 1Ie Saln £lna

w

face and cheery smile, and & word gt sentence enhanced, and never






lowered my

1) 1

never

s patience or his grave f

5 i
800

FF -+
- b

ha

and recreation

=i is

iy

£ i
- b (¥

SpPOI
occupled the north en pur

central

+ 1
Lie

bar was about

covered all the

siFl 4 Al
dl Wda

ledge to save my poor head from & sad b

et v 4 4 1a
sent me Lo Lthne

prostration and fever. A

i y TR |
in hospil

the

steward

surgeon,D

times

agreed with At

and in great pain.

- .. vead oo -
Dr. Cuyler then nursed as tenderly

interest and

ever eXceeded
incident indicates a reason
The Corps as a whol

+T1

& d

to "0ld Mess-Hall",

«Jadet Capt. Hob

e command.
voice acting

next class McCook's

knew

k
spring my classmat
our po

ridin

cadet-mate,

"Howard

became

-
ﬂr\-u

T.a

R
N L)

: e to lose his temper

¥

4 am A

F s
1 ;.u]. 1ness,

es, a few at a time, exercised

wd

e

orly supplied It

staiiiar:

111
Wlll o

> hall hall itself held the

Academic Building. Iron pillars

leepers as supports. One day 1

bar with my head down. 1 slipped

Y =
from the tan

o e W ] ] =
LIe ,;r-\_h.“.tl 5

was not deep enfugh over &

It resulted in

il

old cadet héspital. The

Alex

tal for ind

sonme

has erysipelas, sure as you

careful diagnosis

r. Cuylew,on

I was very 111, bevond recogniticn

+ r

Howard" would die.

nSar

2Dt .
i T T
45 & g uiler,

came and sat by my bed-side -

a Christian like

Iarl

he love of his

to every meal from "the area

T
Iy

attract attention.

Firs Casey was







first Captain, - 0. M, Schofield's had J. B. McPherson a.

head 1n studies, but- e ing in pure military matters was the

il
mate
first Captain. My class-Cadet Captain Villipiguebecame the
| e

senigr ﬂaptai:.L‘ There was a singular relaticnship between me=sd
He was cadet quartermaster_sergeant in 1852, I followed

(!

in the same sergeancy in 18! That ¥ he was cadet lieutenant

quartermaster. In 1854 succeeding him held the same office.

ls last year McPherscn was elected President the Dialectic
ety and presided all the y . In 1863-64 he il the army

and Department

his death th iden ) me in com of hi my andDepartment,

d marches till the

&1'!‘”3.?_.'_5 a El"and one,

Justly esteemed.
At the time Whitaker the colored cadetiwas waiting for a
final settlement of his case as tp whether he had bound himself

and mutilated his own ears or not (in 1880) I was ordered by President

Hayes from the Department of the Columbia to the Department of West

Point Por & time General and line officers were sent fo bhis command
though under strong protests from the Engineer Corps, whe considereass
the superintendency of that post particularly their own. Some duty

in settling public accounts had caused me to go to Washington a few

months prior to my new orders for West Foint. The Predident, Gen.

Al
Hayves, consulted me concerning the Whitaker case. He told me that
LY

the young man eméreatemd for a Court Martial. 1 said "Give him a Court
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and building up the more paternal management, and I had a strong

desire to increase not, to restrict the privileges. Newspapers,
in charactar

il

somewhat sensational ni:-ipu:eu to me the opposite. For example th

freedom of swoking f doors 1d. in quarters durling "release from

!
Ll

quarters" i acreation hours had the credit from the press

'f that allowance but WasS think, the only member

of our Academic Board who
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believed thutntuhacct and especial

voung students: but I wanted them tc

from persuasion and not compulsion. Yet

-~
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the sumptuary method. The demerit system always tro me,
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to soften 1tis ects ana did

to tl : ing t§ the service

. - N
of our noblest

under the strlect and literal application of ths nethod would have
been discharged from the Academy.
i ek Crlet T . ey
‘fs We succeeded during my two years
diamond Panes-whose numerpus frames darkened the cadets' barrack-

windows, so more came for day-time study. There was a constant

undercurrent o ort bolish the "Military Department of West

oint"™ and return to the o regime - thus j ing rid of a General

and his staff. Perhaps that movement was wise. At the end of the
from West Point
second Academic year I was relieved ,by General ~it] (then a~8olonel);
Ayoe—frotead 1w Do ot £
$he Pepartment was &m;hainﬁ [ was dered mah commnand

the Department of the Platte.

May I say, let no man envy the Superintendent of the
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The supervision of all
with thelr peculiar wants, of the engineer battalion and its
mpaniaments, of the artillery and
ilies, including the great military band and its connections, of
the professors, the surgecns, and oth army officers stationed
there, and of the cadets in their military and academic life, with

4= - e -+ 1y i A4 e e gl - Ll o P . - : . -
tores, hotel, other bulldings and gro galore, costs more

n

hours of diligent work and is attended with more care than the

command of an army o ; departmen yf service. Four years of
life from 185C ] 54 brough acul and unexpected hardshlp;
nore happler yvears as instructor from 185" o '61

diligent study and
inereasing
devolving upon the superintendent
glad when the change came, and
again to breathe the free alr ant e l-Lhe, large expanse

great Wesgt. "SR, a—vyelee—bymy side-smaye: West \Pol

sprendid mens and it is'pur Nation's
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