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Meny names, as soon as they are mentioned, bring up to a
mind in any way familiar with the history of the country some remarkable
service. For example, the name of U. 8. Grant instantly suggests
Donelson, Fort Henry, Vicksburg and Appamattox,- places wherse"uncondition

u

surrender" was obtained. It suggests also a remarkable presidency,
peace made with England, establishing and emphasizing peaceful methods;
peace made with the Indians,~ the beginning of a settled policy to save
the remmant of our native tribes. It makes us think of two terms of
four years each, whgi/thara was something left of the fannan£ of the .

|'|I|||I|||I|I|I|

z
|
I

war, but af&masura of energy and enterprise inaugurated and

development hardly ever equalled in our amnals in a corresponding time.
_ The nams of Sherman suggests intimate association with Grant;

wonderful success as a leader in the Western @mnpaigr!f, especially in

that from Dalton to ﬂtlanfbwhan'ﬂtlanta became ours and fairly won";

then, the March to the Sea; the Ca.mpai% of the Carolinas with the last

- considerable battle of the war at inlla; the peace with Joe

P Johnston which proposed the rehabilitating the old Btaﬁesﬁharousad the

ire of Mr. 'Stantgn; then the extranrdina?jj;' allh in Making the first

- Pacifie Railroad an accomplished fact. _

= The name of Thomas at once suggests a loyal Virginian of

e high rank and high merit; a wemarkable leader attended with uniform

success in , especially at Stone River, Chickamauga and
Chattanooga, winding up with a phanumjﬂnai engagement at Nashville where
Hood's army was so badly broken that it never attempted reorganization.
And so we might gomith the rnlllkof honor until we came to

clas$ of names in which each}ﬂ\nras associated with perhaps some one battle,
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some brilliant action that caught the attention of the gazzetteers of
the cnuntri;j such as Hancock gt Williamsburg, Va.; Sheridan before
Winchastg_g Reynoldsy Sickles, Weed, Vincent, 0'Rourk, Stannarit, Zook,
Cross, Bigelow, at Gettysburg; or Mansfied, Sumer, Richardson, Sedgwick
at Antistdm.

But there are other men, who from the beginning to the end of
the war wers'as abls, as brave and often as successful as any we have
mentioned in what they accomplished; men whose reputation is solid, but
S0 T empered that the mind does no.t}&catc uponjﬂﬁilliant point.
Some day, however, I think there will be a careful description of the
record of such men and it will be preserved in the archives and brought
forth again by their grandchildren, or later descendants, as something
to be reviewed, pondered upon and treasured for the benefit of the
country and for example 1;4::"}"'“@@:1&*-.J Such, it appears to me was the case with
one who went from your vary/;idst., who was a son of a gallant officer
and soldier of the Mexican War, Col. Ransom. The son's name is
T. E. G. Ransom. Barly in 1861 he was in the vicinity of Springfield,
I11. and when the 11th I1l. Infantry was organized for three months'
service and went to the front he went out as one of its field officers
with the rank of Major. At the end of that serviece the new regiment
for three years 6f the war with the same number,- eleven,- took Major

%mmted him to his Boloneley. This fagimnt éanrad TEL
success on the Western fields as its Gnlomﬁ then'still very young was
promoted to the rank of E;‘_iggﬁliar General, commanding a brigade.

Wherever you fin Ra}esn‘s name there is some comment,, some-

by e

thing like this in the report of Gen. C. C. Washburn ?thﬁ reduct ion

\":Qh___ﬁ._-..
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\ Esparanza
0f =g lnrt/,\m Texas, of date December 4,1863. After speaking of the

capture of the Fort and giving a description of the extreme difficulties
of the situation, Washburn said :"*It affords me great pleasure to state
that the conduet of Brigadier-General Ransom, commanding a brigade was
most prompt, gallant and effi-;:iant, and dagfr 8 the hfhast praise."

At the battle of Pleasant Hill in tém
proximity to danger is signified by this :"An officer on General Ransom's

Louisiana,)Ransom's

staff was riding rapidly in front of our lines with an imprtant order,

when a solid shot struck his horse's head, serering if from his body

in much less time than it takes to tell it."
At Grami’icnra, La¥Ransem's Division fought with intrepid

bravery x x x . 1In the begimming of the fight General Ransom

was struck in the knae and carried from the field. This dispirited

the men for they lcnrad their 1.roungcwa§nd rejoiced to speak his praiﬂﬂj
It was a little later, in I/haﬁcl, that I first met General

Ransom. He had recovered sufficiently from his wounds,- such men as

‘he never waited for complete restoration,-~ to be able to join us at the

front. One Sunday morning, soon after I had taken command of the

Army of the Temnesee, i.e. early in August, Ransom who was then command-
ing a division came with eeveral members of his Et.aff to my haadquartarﬁ
where a brilliant and eloquent chaplain gave 'a sermon. We had lively
singing, music by the band, and on the whole for the field a very
enjoyabm:masmn. I fely great satisfaction in seeing the young
eonmwnder at the service.

He was about the height of General Hooker, apparently not more
than twenty-six or twenty-seven years of age, of handsome build, strong
and muscular, with a figure that artists wemig like to look upon; his
head covered with a lightish brown hair was—in itself a model, well




4 ¥ £ (4 I mo

|||||||||||||||||i||||rl|l|||||||||[||||||||||||||||||l|if|'|||r||||I|l]1l|Illllrln|||r||I|||I|||||||I|I

9

|

A : il - M e — u o dsiih s B

H. S. HOWARD, ) " : (
SpeLterine Hoor SturrinG. ; & g )
WASHINGTON RED CEDAR SHINGLES. %

GENERAL ASEMT =3 ? 'HRI‘EE'I.EQEH
sunke myzENT Suscius Pmess 1edth L8261 D teduecel edsb 1o ,zsxeT nt;wha'l a0

ET. . R
soff [GOXTLID 6neTixe ori 1o noidqiroged 8 moiviz bns I1o¥ edd lo ewwigso
edsdz o etvaselq Jsery om ebvolls JBurlmiaton VaioeW roideutis S489g
esw ebsnitd 8 gnibmammoo . moarsH Lsrenel-teibsnitd Io dowbroo edd Fedd
“.eaisig :tl'adr_an_i erid agveseh bDrs . Jmeioilte bre Inellsy ,fqmory Feom
: o ¥ E&ﬂ Ah i._!_l-.g_-‘-:i\ .
a'mnamﬂt'.mium ﬂ ni ILiH Josaseld Yo elidsed el JA
a'moans [svemed no 1e0itYo mA%: akdy yd beitirmis a2i ‘reysb of ydimixoug

S

<18D10 Irsdtgmi ns fdiw semil wo Yo dnoxl mi yibiger mnibit asw Tlede
yood: aid moxt ¥i gmive we . baed a'sgrod air Nowrrdz Forfe Dilos s nerw
e *.0% iled of aedss Ji naid emid zeel rdowm i
bigednk fdiv dbwol noieivi@ »'meermi¥sl .a‘mai bris A
moanafl [s+temed J:(sil edd To giiomined edd (I . x x x yrevew:
? hsdi'-_riql'i:'b atdT .bleit edd moty Deitiso brs eemd erld mi forridn aaw
-;:ﬂhﬂq aid Jdseqa of beofofer bn'at Tebsel wwioy 1iedd f:evéﬁ-{aﬁc f0T rmem erid
Ietorel dem Favit I dedy DABL mi ,vedsl eldiil s zew 41
88 rem floye - abrgow aid motl tI:miai‘I‘xﬁ bertovooat bed ¢H .moasnafl
ol Js aw miof of elds od of - moidsvodser edelgmoo Tol bedisw -tever erd
erid to brsmmoo redsd barl I Tedls roos  guinton yabiu® end «S0107T
~brisimod modd ssw odw moansfl (Jausuh mi ¢l18e ..  eeseriel eds To yriA
etedsupbsed yr od 't_‘tnl-;rghat_r_{ Yo evedimer [sveves tlliw emso molafvib s aak
viovil bad oW .ﬁﬁ;-:nlf'ama nislqsdo Jreupole bos dnsillivd s evedw
viev 8 bleit erd 'fd"l olofw erd mo be  briad edd yd olsum ,amignie
Jwoy el maieed mi moitoslaiden Jsety ¢lel I .notmaérﬁ;ﬁéiﬁhgntna
-80iviag erld s ﬁaiﬁm:rmm@
erom Jor yidneusqys .vedooH Lsrened Yo dednied edd Jwods zsw eH
atotde blivd emcaliad Yo ,eas’to aueey dmevea-ydmewd <o xia-yliaewd nerd
airll  imoqu dool of edil bivew ataidts dedd ewmit s ddiw isivoaum brs
Llew . lebor 5 Yloadi ai-maw tisd mwotd datddnil & ddiw betevoo baet

5|
|
|

.3;1‘ :‘?.




proportioned, with a high forehead and a broad brow. His eyes were of
a darkish cast, which gave a quick, rpE reing expression td his face,-
pleasat when at rest, but aa?:;?(yhen under excitement. He was dreséed n
in full uniform that day, neat and tidy throughout; and it struck me

that I had never in my 1ifbbgzS%rgf;;;gg?tggﬁfuaah to perfection; and,
indeed he was a handsome ybung man. His manners were gentlemanly and
temepered with kindness; but he gave the idea of great decision of
character. He ;%55%55& well informed upon everything that concerned
public affairs and public duty in those days. Such is my first
recollecticn of Ransom.

After that he was with me, now having the rark of Major-General ,
first commanding a Division in the 16th Corps under another graduﬁta of
Norwich University, Major-General Granville M. Dodge. After Dodge was
wounded, disabled and sent to the rear at Atlanta, that portion of the
16th Corps was consolidated with the remainder of the Army of the
Tennesee, and Ransom came to command the Division of the 17th Corps
under General Blair. He was with ’;h in all our operations during 1864
until we had taken Jonesbore', ® ught at Lovejoy Station and captured
Atlanta. Then thﬂfagﬁgrﬁﬁgizéyﬁféaégnt rest near East Paint, a few
miles south of Atlantnjﬁﬁnd General Blair obtained a leave of absence,
some duties of a political nature calling him North, and General Ransom
took Blair's place ad commanded thgjgurpa during his absence. It was
at this time that the famous Confederate General Hood, whom Sherman had
so baffled at Atlanta, undertook to turn Sherman's right by his whole
army running around him very much as a shepherd dog undertakes to

arrest and stop his flock of sheep. Hood passed rapidly by a short
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detour across the Chattahoochee, silently passing Atlanta a® Sherman
" ‘gkﬂkw—ﬂu—rﬂiﬂL l'hlr{ § /\
urned on him. Leaving one Corps only at' Atlanta..Hood made another

" elfort;-got as far as Pine Top Range, then sent a givisiun to meet

Geﬁ%ﬁoraa 1 fierce array at Atlantfj then nex

to Rome_ an fm_i:,r towed us back almost to Dalton.
2 R&nsomm‘ﬁ fre Mw ;
' quently rrﬁntmnecjlhfnr his ehergetic work, marching

until midnight as at Adairsville, or all night long as in other parts of
the canpaign. His men followed under his guidance closely upon the
heels of the Confederates. f‘réu‘bwﬁﬁé

Hood filled mi Graak Gap behind him with trees, big and
little =& thought he was to encamp one night out of the way of the
Yankees on the western side of the Gap; but the 17th Corps followed
close up - threw out the small trees with their hands, leaving their
axmen to éut away the larger obstructions so that that very night
Hood's rest was disturbed by Ransom's incoming. They encmmped near
each other,- the Yankees and the Confederates, but\\the early morning
found Hood alraady gone far on his route southward.

Ransom fnllrtrd u;}\rrum Rome toward Gaylesville Ala, but before
he reached Gaylesville & young life went out. At the begimning of
the march,which was to, g:-:we a trial for the strongest, Ransom was
suffering from a dy .mn.&r{pdttack It went on from bad to worse as he
toiled along rough ways. Ha rode his horse as long as he could, then
he had himself drawn in an ambulance, and when thall became too hard
for him from the pain occasioned by the jolting vehicle he had his men
carry him at the head of his colwm on an army stretcher, and thus the
o WMot @ehvti o 1864 passed away this magnificent soldier
and man. Where can we ﬂb one who more completely laid his life

took a wider turn
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upon the altar of sacrifice than Rankdm ?

It appears to me to be altogether proper for us every now
and then to recall such a history as Ransom's,- spotless, high toned,
Jtrangth and beauty combined in him gave prnmi;ae for his some day
becoming the chief of laadegij‘)n this country.

It is by traaauringﬁt record of the man we know, however
humble he may have been, who like him, with true self abandonment laid

down his life upon the altar of his country, W%ka 2
furoo o) -

This meed of praise is not confined to these who have gone,
but every man who generously and nobly did/what he could in this crisis,
regardless of the consequences surely des.ié:es the commemoration of
each one of us, and may add something to the history at every reunion
like this.

What was all this life exposure ad life giving for ? You
did it to save your country from destruction) ¥es, to save it from
deterioration and dishonor. Those who are living tu-dajr should take
sufficient interest in thsir country's welfare to do ;111 they can to
preserve it frnmt@etar;j‘nratiun and dishonor.

It is'c'é.t tlmAtn s&-.-nf“«w.?’all your interest against
tendencies to the depreciation of- curranc;Btu overturning our Senate
gﬁaoug E%pgiamfggourﬁ to centralization of pﬂwaz; in prief to any
axixziaxwiiziveln the form of our govermment. It is a time to see to
it that we have sufficient means in the treasury to meet our ohligations
to caryy on our running expenses without increasing our public debt.

Just how the old soldiers may do this duty, they can judge for
themselves. But I believe that the govermment which you saved is worth

care, thought and faithful effort for its perpituity. Let us do what we
can.
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