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ADDRESE delivered before the meeting of the Society of the

ARMY of the TENNESSEE, at COUNGIL BLU¥PS, lowa,

Pacegerf, s

ober 3rd l.nd/\u.h 1594.

I. INTRODUCTION.
HOW PARRIOTS LIVE.

Comrades:~
How the years roll around ! Grant, Sherman, MePherson and

Logan,- suceessive Commanders of the Army of the Tennessee,- have passed
on to the other shore of immortal 1life. I am the only one of that ser-
ies of commanders left to meet and address you to-night.

You may say that is not a cheerful chord to touch. %hy not ¢
I often mingle in my dreams with these old friends and intimates. I
never meet them in the tomb; but in some astive sphere eorrespondent to
the old places. Grant is earnest; Sherman gay and ﬁrr hand; MeFPherson
quietly happy, and Logan electrig!

My own pert in a given dream may be slightly depressing,- often

shame-produeing or ludierous, or to eoin a word, defeatfulll But their

parts in the drama of the night-visions are now fraught with the trius

umphs only,- whethervthey be of War or Peace!

For example; One night I fencied that I had a roll of Brussels
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carpet much sciled from use. Sherman appeared to be standing not far
off and talking rapidly in & most enimated style to a host of companions,.
1 ealled out to him, "General, let me bathe my carpet in your tub.*

Fe had a quizzieal lock as he removed his ¢ipar and lifted one of
his brows after the old fashion.

" Put that earpet in my tub?" "All right loward,- do what you
like". This was said with the same old trombone voice and joyous man-
ner which we never forgot. ‘

So you pereeive, my comrades, these friends and many others who
leave us one by one, are not really dead,= but living entities not far

off from our thoughts night and day.

II. REZRA CHAPEL.
A WORD FOR MC PHERSON.

You have given me "EZRA CHAPEL". All right.
| S

But few days before that battle, the 28nd of Julysin the morn-
ing, 811 these commanderswere here in bodily presence living; during
that day, as you, Mr. President, too vividly remember, one of them,
HePherson, the young man of finest talent and brightest eartly prospect
fell in battle. I have visited his singular tomb set up there on the
field,~ also the statue in Washington, and have had a deseription of the

other ereected in Clyde, Ohie. Mig history, however, is everywhere, and

his neme does not need monuments of iron, stene and marble to keep fresh
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his memory in the minds and hearis of the thousands who knew ;nd loved
him } §

On the 27th of July, five days afier the death of ligPherson, I as-
sumed command of the Army of the Tennessee. Thore is something & 1ittle
remarkable in the sequence of his work end mine at the points where they
eame in contact.

He entered the Military Academy in 1849; Moward in 1850. He gra-
duated in 1853; Noward in 1854. He was Dadet fusrtermaster Sergeant
during his seeond class~year; Yoward the same, sueevding him. He was
Cadet Quartermaster in his graduating year; Howard the same in his. Ve
was President of the Dialectic BSociety st West Point in 1852-953; Howard
was his immediate successor also in this.

I did not seek the field-command whieh MePherson had vaeated. o
friends pressed my name upon General Bherman and so it was, is, ana ever
will be a speeial pratification to my military pride that I wes selected
for the high position.

You will agree with me that by the time it had been oceupied by so
many generals of distinetion,~ some whose ability and reputation the
n;'u will have difficulty to mateh,- that it wes & great honor and en-
hanced with unusual responsibility.

III. HOW THE ARMY MARCHED and TO) NEW CROUND.

The very day I passed from the 4th Corps to the new command, I set

.
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the army in motion and we progeeded, General Dodge's Corps leading,
Blair's and Legan's following in order, from the field of their bloody
triumph, now c¢alled the Battle-field of Atlanta, around in rear of the
Armied of the ohio and the Cumberland tc and beyond the then extreme
right of Thomes' position. We were to g0 across Proetor's Creek, and
Sherman desired me to mareh in the usual order of columns of four siret-
¢hing out as far as I might, so as to éncompass the Confederaie works of
Atlanta and gain, if Confederate Hood would allow me to do so, his
southbound railroad track, and thus eut his vital communigation. I de-
murred & little at the manner of going, end so with Sherman's assent
c¢hanged the order of goming into line. General Dodge had hardly pas-
sed Thomas' flank when, S#eGeneral Corse being on the lead, Dodge be-
gann skirmishing with the Confederate pickets and advance-guards, driv-
ing them bsek. They gave way step by step as our men advanced. Ge-
neral Dodpe handsomely swung up into line,- brigade by brigade coming
into deployment, as we would say with smaller fronts, by division on the
left into line,~ eaeh suceessive brigade covered end protected the rear
and then the flank of its predecessor. (Oemeral Blair in the same order=
1y menner passed beyond Podge and eame nearly into position, eurving up
toward the Confederate intrenehments; buthe waited for comploter sde
justment $il1 the daylight of the following morning. Logan unrolled in

& similar manner, exeept that he deployed nearly his entire corps during
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the night, forming a large angle at the junetion with Blair. Wood's
division wes near Bzre Church, and then came Farrow's and then last on
the extreme right Morgan L. Smith's, commanded in this battle by
Lightburn, whose own brigade was on the extreme right of Smith's divi-
sion, Each corps had its own artillery, but there was no cavalry,
execept a small escort at army headquarters.

#emerel Sherman, with the view of protecting our general gommuni-
cations, caused General Thomas to send Morgan's division to Turner's

Ferry at the same time that we were moving. To the same end, I had Ge-

neral Dodge re-enforge Horgan with the $th Illineois Mounted Infantry.
o s pcelool cccmec,
Hﬂrguk’f:far: teh all the roads to our right and rear, and after his
reeconnaisance, come back as rapidly as possible to my right flank. It
should be observed that the Confederate works in frent of Thomas, Dodge,
and Blair were held in forge by Mardee's Corpss
IV. A GLANCE AT THE COMFEPERATE SIDE.

Yow in order to make thie battle as plain as possible, we e¢an do at
this time what we gould not do on the 27th or 25th of July 1864. Ve
¢an siep over to the other side and se¢ what our opponents were doing.
I cennot do better, perhaps, than to give you what our good General Cox
has ferreted out from Confederaté reports.

" He (Hood) determined upon another effort to crush Shermen’s flank;
and sinee the thing was to be again tried, it must be admitted that he
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wes wigse in determining to strike Howard's right vhile in motion, and
before he gould intrenech., le withdrew Loring's and Walthall's divisioms
of Stewart's eorps, to support General S5.D.Lee, who with his corps (£lt--
ely conmanded by Cheatham) was ordered to move out on the Lieckskillet
road, attack Noward, and drive him from that road and the one by Bara
Chureh., Stewart's orders directed him to rq‘lin in support of Lee near
the fortifiecations till needed, and next merning (2vth), re-enforeed by
his other division (Frengh's) to move beyond Lee and turn completely the
flenk of Howard, attecking him in the rear. Hardee's corps and Smith's
Georgians were ordered to oecupy the works in front of Thomas and
Schofield."

Y. 1oOor's ACCOUNT.
Perhaps General lood himself makes it even plainer. FHis official state-

ment is as follows:~-

* Sherman began to mass his forges in that gquarter. On the 28th it
became menifest that the enemy (Voward) desired to plaee his right on
Utoy Creck. I determined to hold the Ligkskillet road, and accordingly
ordered Lieutenant General Lee, who on the 26th relieved Major General
Cheatham from ¢ommand of the Corpe formerly eommanded by msself, to move
his forges sc as to prevent the enmemy from gaining that road. He was
ordered to hold the enemy in cheek on & line nearly parallel with the
Lickskillet road, rumning through Egra Chureh. General Lee finding
that the cnemy had slready gained that position, engaged him with the
intention to recover that line. This brought on the engagement of the
28th", to wit, the Battle of Ezra Chureh.

VI. 8. D. LEE'S ACCOUNT.
It is yet diffioult to estimate the numbers whieh General Mood brought

to bear mainly upon the 15th Corps, whieh comstituted my right flank.

Ve i e sl
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Hy old classmate General 8. D. Loe, whom our men reported as riding in
the thigkest of the fight a white horse all that exeiting day, says of

his movement:-

"Thel Confederate)army was then in position and intrenched around
Atlanta, daily shifting ite position to meet the flankmovements of the
enemy. On the 27th Hindman's and Cleyton's divisions were withdrawn
from the trenches and massed on the bickskillet road. On the 28th ,
about 1B A.M., I received orders to move out on the Ligkskillet road ,
and cheek the enemy (Howard) who was then moving to our left, @s it was
desirable to hold that road, to be used for a eontemplated movement,

1 soon found that the e¢nemy (Voward's skirmishers) had gained that roasd
and was gradually driving bagk our gavalry. Brown's division was at
onge formed on the lefi of and obliquely %o the road, and Clayton's di-
vision on the right, comneeting by a line of skirmighers with the mein
works around the gity. As soon as Brown #dums was formed, he moved for-
ward, handsomely driving the enmemy (Lightburn's men) seross the road and
10 & distance half a mile mihkm beyond, where he encountered temporary
breastworks, from which he was driven back with considerable loss.
Clayton's division moved forward as soon as formed, and sbout ten minu~-
tes after Brown's advance, and met with similar results. I found it
diffieult to rally Brown's division, end moved it agsinst the enemy a
seeond time. The consequence was that oneé or two brigades of this di-
vision, as algo of Clayton's division, sustained heavy lossesbecause of
the failure in the attack of portions of their lines. Valthall's di-
vigion, of Stewart's Corps, had moved out on the Lickskillet road, while
Brown's and Clayton's divisions were engeged with the ecnemy. At my
suggestion this division was thrown against the enemy vwhere Brewn had
attacked. The enemy (Logan's line) was still within easy range of the
Lickskillet road, and I believed that he would yield before o determined
attagk. The offort was however a failure."
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ViI. OUR OWN VIEW.

As Dodpe and Bleir were occupied with the Confederate forges inside

of the Atlante works, it is evident that the moving Confederate ¢olumn

greatly outnumbered our men, who were engaged at the points of attack.

Some writers think thai Hood after his sad experienge at the two

e
Lhe 22 % S S
battles ofFeach Tr € should have managed to stand on the defens-

ive and waited for cur cuming. If he had done 80, we would have hed

his railroad communicatiomns ecut off by two hours after gunrige of the

88th. One¢ there, he gould not have dislodged us and the siege of

Atlanta would soon have ended in prompi abandomment or surrender.

Certainly our movement would have forged even Johnston to have sttagked

us as Hood did.

VIIf HOW THE ACTION BEGNN.

All the morning of the 25th, Logan kept moving steadily forward,

well covered by his skirmish line. With my staff and small escort I

kept him in sight, following up the movement. Between seven or eight,

Sherman joined me as we were passing through a heavily wooded eountry.

As we were conversing, the skirmishing beeame more brisk and what I took

%0 be grape-shet, ecut through the trees over our heads breaking off the

limbs. We both felt that the enemy was beeoming more obsiinate.

I said:~ "Gonersl Hood will attagk me here!"

L | i
Q%nu: not; he 1_|r111 hardly try ;t_g_l_ing' Sherman replied.

N R - B v I e,
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I then remarked that I wae three years at West Point with Yoed, and pro-
nounced him "indomitable in heart®.

Now as the sounds of battle kept on inereasing, Sherman turned back
to Thomas, probably having & double motive; firet to be where he could
best re-enforee, and seeond to let me I’Eﬂii! my new command without
embarrassment . On many oeeassions, I notieced that Sherman took this
¢ourse with subordinates in Ih%’hu had confidence.

From the direction of the enemy's firing, 1 had no great fear for
my right flank, and knew from the shape of my position, that I gould
easily and largely re-enforge the right, if negessity should reguire.

1 watehed Logan as he geined the higher ground and sawv with satisfaction
thousands of men running forward with rails and sueh logs as they e¢uuld
seize upon, with which they were making the continuous piles The gheltw
er at best was but little, but was a fair one “.' men when kneeling and
better when lying down; of course it was too late for intrenching.

It did not take long to verify my predietion. Thai shrill, terri-
fying yell,=- who ean ever forget it ! 1 Mood's men charpged and fired
as they came. All along the lines our men remained in place. I saw
that a few straggled bagk from one gause or another, bul notl many.

These few Logan and officers who were with him rushed to meetj and baek
they went to duty, impelled by the shrill fierceness of his indignant

voige. Though it seems hardly poesible that so mieh time had pessed
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i 1
sinee Sherman had left, vyei, all the diaries place the hour of the first

assault after 11 A, M.

From lNarrow's and Smith's front, the first charge was met With rae-
pid and well directed firing. Nothing could stand against 1%, and the
most of the Confederates cither fell to the ﬁer turned and fled
protecting themselves as best they could by the trees and the ingidents

of the ground. Our right was alightly overlapped, and a number of
the enemy appeared beyond us. Permit me to repeat an account 1 gave

S0mé years ago of this part of the battle when it wvas fresher in my me-

mory than now.

To withstand them, four regiments eame from Dodge; Inspegtor Gene-
ral Strong led thither two from Blair, th repeating rifles) ang
my echief of artillery placed several uttnﬂ* as to sweep that expos-

ed flank: These were brought in at the exact moment, and after a fow
rapid discharpes, &hireputing rifles being rm_u%mm_t-_
Jon,) 811 the groups of flankers were either eut dewn or had sought safoe
ty in flight. Ti'is battlec was prolonged for hours. Ve expected help
a1l that dey from Morgan's division of Palmer's corps, emning baek from
Turner's Ferry; but the Confederate cavelry kept that division in cheek.
Our troops exhibited ncrve and persistency; Logan was cheerful and
hearty and full of enthusiasm. Ne stopped siragglers, as wé have seen,
and sent them back, and pave every needed orders Blair was watehful
and helpful, sc was Dodge. After the last eharge had been repelled I
went along my lines, and felt proud and happy to be entrusted with such
brave and efficient soldiers. Hood, having age.n leost three times as
MEny as we, withdrew within his fortified lines. Our skirmishers clear-
ed the field, and the Battle of Egra Chureh was won; and with this result
I sontented myself. One officer who was @& little panig-siricken, ran
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with the first siragglers to Sherman and c¢ried substantislly, as I re-
member: "You've made a mistake in MePherson's successor. Everything is
going to picges 1"
Sherman said: "Is Ceneral Howard there 9"
* Yes, I suppose he is."
"Well, I'11 wait before taking action till I hear from
*him.*

S0 Sherman gustained and trusted we, and I was content.
IX. CONCLUSION.
Vhen the war-spirit is upon us, a8 it wust be when we retiyn to our

fields of econquests, we do not, I think, enough emphasize vhat was pain-

ed by the War.

T

It is not enough to ery out that slavery wae abolished. All our
institutions covered by the Constitution of the Uniied States and 81ill
developing under its nourishing sunshine more and more year by Jear,
were then at stake.

Uhli were those institutions ? I love to reckon among them s

/Af¢§EZL_.Q-nri:ln family %

The Amerigcan Sehool | |

The lnmr1:== Churches '

The Ameriean Ballot!
We, my comrades, have given these; eompleted, rounded out, intaet to our
children, and I hope we have given to our children also, we veterans,

the energy, the patrioctism, the spirit of self-sacrifice and the fearless

LT -
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loyalty, whigh inspired and animsted ocurselves from 1561 to 1865,
The storms gome even in time of peace; they eome from all quariers
and in all shapes, and they will eontinue to come as long as selfishness
and greed are found in the hrnztn of mean men, whether their positions

in society be high or low ! |}

So comrades, at times we may tremble and fancy that the very found-

ations of the Government are being shaken to ite fall.

But not so! Yo, not so !! The ghildren are worthy of their pare-
ﬂhtla//

Y+ The very institutions we have given them prepare them for a
atrupgle againsi every opposing foe.

They leam,- they think,~ they wateh,- they work over with ingreag-
ing enerpgy and skill, and th;y will , if need be, even fight, ae we did,
to preserve to this ecountry, to this eontinent and to mankind this glor-
ious Gﬁﬁment of p enuéhtmd and virtous peouple.

My soul's inmost thought is, thatkhis Nation, as Abreham Lincoln de-

fined it, is itself a plen of God whieh wicked men will not be allowed

to destroy | 1

Governor's Island, N.Y.,

September 23th 18u4. o
%/m or General,

u. 8. ‘m’l
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