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GEN. HOWARD'S ADDRESS,

Baerunes,—

Having been selected $o present a few
facta with reference to onr chareh, on an
occasion of so much intevest, T should he

lessed to have done g0 in & more
able manner than my time will allow.

With reference to the organimtion of
the church, 1 will make a f uotations
from an able and @ -:||l:l'.|-‘.1- history, fur-
nished to the |||||I:E-' Inat year |II'-' one of
our most active members,

[he present Congregational ehurch
geems to have taken visible shape, or
rather to have heen mitinted, in 1864,  In
the words of the historian :-

o The vast inerease of P ||-:J|:lli m which
has been hronght to this city during the
wur had enrly turned the inquiries of hie
poople of the G egntional fmith to
subject of establishi a chorch of their
own, and: in March, 1864, Rev. Mr.
Piwell, of the State of New York, came to
this eity, and after consulting o few earncst
friends of the denomination, commencel
ministeations in Willard’s Hall. The
place of meeting was changed after one
5[[11-1:1:."'- service to the Union League
Rooms, on Ninth street.

 After worshipping here for some
months, it was decided to suspend exer-
cises until the autumn ; and a committee.
consisting of L. Deane, E. W. Robinson,
and R. H. Hooper, was appointed to make
puch arrangements for then FECOmMencing
gervices 08 might, after deliberation and
consultation, be deemed best. This com-
mittee was unable to mature any satisfae-

tory plan for this purpose ; ot in May,
1865, they prepared an appeal, addressed
to the Nuational Council. then soon to
assemble in Boston, which was gigned hy
some sixty persns, presenting the eondi-
tion of thinge to Northern Congrepational
friends. Om the 10th of June, 1863, a
r wns held at the ofice of Geo. W.
the Union Leaguoe Rooms, on
Ninth street, the object, as stated, being
f b promids the interesis of Congrega-
twonalism in Washington,® ev, E. W,
Bobingon was chairman, and C. H, Bliss
gecretary.  Hev. B. F. Morris and W. R.
Hi MOTHET WET w11 a8 A committee to -
thie field and its elaims
to the Nati I Con rational Couneil,
which took place on the 14th of that month.
At a secomd meeting, August 17, B, Mr.
Morris, who had attended the National
Council in Boston, repor verhally that
he was cordially r ved and his mission
-|;-.' entertain i_'-_\' the Couneil, and
T hat could he justly
nded by the members to
their project. The following res ution
was thereupon unsnimously adopted, on
mation of Mr. Hooper : —

Wi Regefreed, That in u||r-"-]-f1'|i:l1'| MERsnneS
ghould now be adopted to inangurate s
Congregational Church and Society in the
l.'i[_-.' of Washington.,

ii O the motion of C. I1. Bliss, a com-
mittes of seven members, C. H. Bliss, L.
Deane, W. A. Thompeon, D. G. Blakesley,
0. H. Torry, B. F. Morris, and E. W.

tobinson, was appointed to secure the
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¥ Resalved, That this Connedl reecommend
the First Congregational Chorch of Wa
EII__"I m o the ( Union ar
to the churches imte and lils
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effort, and
BeCUre @

place of worship,”’

The interesting ceremonies of the recog-
nition were held in the Unitarian Chue
on Wed Y

15065,

GVED November 15,
Sinee the organization of the church its
membership has stendily inerensed,

now numbers one hundred and sizty four.

¢ congregations are large and regular,

both at the S viees and at the

weekly proyer meo During the last
ecssion of Cor 65 QI paEtor officinted as
l‘||:|.'|:|:|.i‘:| of the House of ]h-l:.|'|-_-|-1|r;|_1'i'.|-_-i,

and the o
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s Hall.
ing Sabbath School at
g Bervies,
numbering mt twenty teachers and
a hundred scholars on an avorage, All
our serviees during the past year have
been of a most |':|.I:-.i||_'_' and eatizfmet iy
character.

The members of the church have bew
||‘.||=I-'.I:'||'!_'k' zealous o tive in the wo
of its Master ; while

fnithful and fearless

our pastor has Le

procluiming to
the truth, declaring the whole counsel
Grod.

(ur church early put iteelf in o
communication with many of the great
benevolent organizations of the 1|:|__1.'_ par-
ticularly the American Board of Commis-
sioners for Fo n Missions, the American
Missionary Association, and the Cong
gational Union, and has contributed will-
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We will say to our friends throughout
the country, we have been diligent, we
have done what we could, we have laid
the foundation of & nohle enterprise ; we
propose to put o veritable church of the
Puritans at the Capitol of our Nation, and
we aek from you B Fenerous Bupport.
We have -.ﬂrrv:!d_'.' pledged or eollected
among ourselves above sixteen thousand
dollare [$]ﬁ.|l“”], which evidences our
1II1“‘ii]i.l!;_'::l::F¢1 to be |r|11-rr_'|_11,' Fm.,-zsi'.'n TECi=
pients. We hope to have continuously
what we have now, a living, working
membership, thoroughly loval to Christ,
knit together in the closest tics of Chris-
tian relationship, and striving to benefit

and hless all with whom we come in
contact,

We hope to preserve the same fervent
spirit of patriotism that our Congregation-
al brethern eleewhere have almost invari-
ably manifested. We look to the Chris-
tian churches of this city for friendly
co-operation, and trust we may aid them
and t|!l':|' ue, in ma‘lki.!l'l;-__; ||:|1L'|".-.._=i||g inroads
upon the territory of our common enemy,
and engage continuously with them in
giving a helping hand to the poor and the
lowly. And perchance God may see fit to
pour out untold blessings uwpon Washing-
ton and npon the nation of which it is the
bead, in anewer to our united prayers,




ADDRESS AT THE LAYING OF THE CORNER STONE OF THE FIRST
CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH, WASHINGTON, D. C., Ocr. 4, 1866.

HY EEY.

It was a part of Paul’s declaration to
the Atheninns as he stood upon Mars-hill,
surrounded with the altars, shrines, and
temples of idolatry, that ¢ God who made
the world and all things therein, seeing
that He is Lord of heaven and earth, dwell-
eth not in temples made with hands.’
And John, the Revelator, in his deserip-
tion of the New Jerusalem, says, “ I saw
no temple therein, for the Lord God Al-
mighty and the Lamb are the temple of
it." It isa testimony alike to our own
limited facultics and to the imperfect con-
ditions in which we live that we are called
upon to ereet houses of religious worship ;
while nevertheless it is true that, as we
are and where we are, this work is one of
sacred duty and of enthusinstic delight.
God does not need the sheltering roof, nor
ean He be hemmed within the space which
any walle protect ; but we need the pro-
tection, and not alone from burning heats
and chilling winds and falling showers,
but likewise from disturbing sounds and
distracting associntions. The ideal state,
realized in heaven and destined to be real-
ized on enrth, is where all scenes and asso-
cintions ghall be full of the felt presence of
divine purity; where no differences of
forme nor of denominational faith shall
separate into parts the vast congregation
of worshipers, and where worship shall
be the one thread upon which all life’s
activitiea shall be strung, — with whose
vibrations they all shall thrill. But here
and now we are fiin to produce, in minia-
ture, types of the city celestinl. The
church edifice, builded with strength,
adorned with grace, and pointing away
from traffic and turmoil, from sordid deeds
and sordid thoughts, to the pare and peace-
ful heavens, is an object of desire and love

EDWIN JOHNSON,

BALTIMORE, MD.

to devout hearts; its existence in some
more or less suitable form, is an almost
indispensable requisite for the existence,
etability, and efficiency of the asscciated
body of believers, — that ving house which
is God’s real abode.

Fitting it surely i, at the beginning of
guch an enterprise as this, when the foun-
dation first emerges to public view, that
with public ceremony we should dedicate
the work to God, acknowledge our com-
plete dependence upon Him for the con-
summation of what has been begun, and
at the eame time set forth some of those
leading idens and principles that lie at the
base of the moral and religious enterprise
in whose behalf the material structure is
to be built. Invited to perform this latter
service, I will speak with the freedom of
individual conviction, while I hope not to
misrepresent either these brethren or that
great clond of witnesses whom we may
well reckon as interested parties to the
present  transaction.  Congregationalism
recognizes no such thing, properly speak-
ing, a8 a national church. It exalts each
local church in respect of independent
rights and responsibilities, Yet in an
important sense this First Congregational
Church of Washington is national, Plant-
ed within a district which belongs to the
States in common ; carrying in ita title
the name of one eoncerning whom every
loyal State and citizen can eay, * He ia
ours""; composed in large part of those
who are here temporarily and representa-
tively, — standing at this center, at once
as & resultant of forcea that have radiated
from without, and as a reservoir whenca
we hope that currents of good influence
are to flow over all the land, the interest
of this movement is not local, but wide-




10

spreading as the branches of the eacred
tree which the J:‘il:i'illl:"l E-|:|1!|1h'|11 almost
two centuries and a half ago, “on the
wild New England shore,”’ and of which
we may truly say: It hath taken deep
root and flled the land. The hills are
covered with the shadow of it, and the
boughs thereof are like the goodly cedars.
It hath sent out its boughs unto the sea,
and its branches unto the river.’”
Bpeaking, then, for so large & constita-
ency, while I am i.11:|.l§|_u|_|,|u|_;' to voice forth
the full grandeur of thought and senti-
ment that invests the cccnsion, and while
for all that I ehall utter T may not assume
the unanimons consent of Congregationnl
Christians in our land, let me declare, —
First, that the faith symbolized by this
corner stong i8 that which i known as
evangelical. "Weé build a church, — not a
lyceum, not a lecture-room for' ecient ifie,
politieal, or literary purpoees. It may
perhaps at times be used for these, in har-
mony with its main end { but that end is
the saving of gouls through ¢ the truth ag
it i8 in Jesas.”  Wo here signify that we
have not lost confidence in the old Gospel.
01d? Forgive the word, since God’s writ-
ten record can mo more lose vitality and
freshness than Hie works ; and ag ||\,‘|lh'i|||_r\
but madness would have the audacity to
call these ekies, with their (']:::11;_?_-:'1;1 1:;|;|-i__
ety and glory, ofd; 8o nothing but the
F-
cred Beriptures as obsolete or antiquated.
“ Heaven and earth shall pass away, but
my words shall not pass away.” ¢ Other
foundation can no man lay than that is
laid, which is Jesus Christ.”  # The mme
yesterday, and to-day, and forever.” The
“twelve foundations* of the apacalyptio
eity had in them * the names of the t':"u'l'.']ﬁ'l:
apoetles of the Lamb.” We do not pro-
pose, instead of these, to write the names
of any philosophers, sceptics, nor erities
whatsoever, ¢ The faith onoe dn]i\'cn:d
to the eints,’” whose witness is in its own
records, in our hearts, and in the many
wonderful ‘works which it hath wrought
in behalf of earthly weal and eterna] :“1_

+£F v e ol 1
effrontery of ignorance can regard the

vation, we wounld install pon A new emi-
nence, oven here in the capital of the
great and growing republic, which has
just laid aeide * the weight and the sin
that did eo k‘i:r!'}' beset it,’* to run with
new 15;_'1.-? i O |.:||_';':|'|:,_rE gl e

The onences and personality of God, the
l:il:'|:1“.l‘.'i.1_'.' of man, the I.H'Lillit_‘.' of Jesus,
and the redemption by his blood ; the per-
H-n::lit_\' and presence of the Hnl:.' ﬁ-]:iril{1
the necessity of regeneration, and the
remediless doom of all who !H']’.'tihl,i'[lﬂ",'
reject the offered SBaviour, — these doctrines
we hold, in common with the grent evan-
gelical brotherhood, as wital parts of the
Christian eystem, deprived of which it
cenecd to be a power in the world. In
doctrine, as the term is generally under-
stood, we are not bringers in of anything
etrange and new. If it is asked, Why
then do you come at all, a8 o denomina-
tion, and not rather leave the ground to
othars i’llh':lil}' -:||-1'||!|1'!.'i1|_|_r| it? we mirht
l'l'r-']lll'l'l'-]. W h:.' should we not come?  As-
suming that our distinetion from others is
nothing but a matter of taste or of preju-
dice in favor of o vin unessentinl forms
of worship or methods of organization and
activity, why shogld every other evangel-
ienl denomination he ‘-..”_1-;“.11_{5 cnter-
tained, or at least patiently tolerated, in
these parts, exeept the one that took the
lead in the successful settlement of New
England, and by the impress of its faith
and polity there, as well as by its ackive
enterprise abroad, has in no small degreo
maolded the national i||_-iri:14[i-.-r|.-i,;|.m| de-
termined the national ||1'-<|_ir|_:r"_:' Among
the '“'tllil'l'll'._L' mansiong ' in the house of
fnith, surely one might be aecorded to the
Congregational family without disputing
thear right to oceupy it, or wighing they
would merge themselves in the ranks of
their neighbors. Bt T apprehend  that
along with our agreements we bear eer-
tain distinctions, as compared with thoso
neighbors, whereby we are endowed with
8 epecial elaim, and are appointed to &
Epecial duty ; for,

Secondly, along with the ancient faith,

11

we lay at these foundations the prineiples
of progress, liberality, and catholicity.
While we believe in the PeTTANENGE af
Christianity, and the tinal aathority of its
inspired records, we believe aleo that it is
the provinee of prayerful study to eluci-
date more fully, and apply to present and
practical affaire, the meaning of the Word,
Conservatism and progress thus harmonize
and work together, as in the office of the
restorer of paintings, One might say he
is trying to rob out the paint. But no,
he is not seeking to destroy, but to fulfill.
With utmost pains, he withholds his hand
from the least injury to the original, stop-
ping at the invisible line between that
and the superficial covering of gross mont-
ter. Look when his toil has extended far
toward completion, | Lo ! where was only
o cloud of smoke, beams a, bright angelie
face ; where wos a patch of dingy and
meaningless color, now flows a_rich robe
that magically mimigs reality. Io! a
master-piece, in place of a relic ready to
be thrown aside as waste lnmber.

The great work of reform i to cleanse
away from the Divine Word the cobwels
of human rt-c':'m:l:ui-'-n and the soot of
prejudice, restoring the original eontour
and color of trath. Thus did Christ. He
came not to destroy the law mnor  the
prophets, bot he scorned. and seattered
the burdenzome and formal glosses where-
with Seribes and Pharisces bad overlaid the
primitive Word. = So did Wicklifie and
Fwingle and Luther. They raised the
rallying ery, ** To the Law and to the
Testimony ! 7" and trampling under foot
the authority of mere tradition, they led
the host of God's eleet forth to new victo-
rics by the sword of the spirit, released
now from scabbard and from rust. So
did those later reformers to whom we
proudly and gratefully trace back our
order. Their devout deference  to the
Word of God, their direct study of its
pages, and their denial of the right of
human aunthority to interpose between
conscience and the Seriptures, brought
them forth from a corrapt church, made

them witnesses for God in a dark age,
and led them hither to be the founders of
a new political and spiritual empire.
Congregationaliem has no book to swear
]l_'.‘ but the Book of Books: no human
authority of saint or assembly to quote
as the end of argument ; but he who of
men comes nearcst to being our saint and
mnster i8 he who enunciated with clearest
accent and fullest emphasis the doty of
this conservative progress. John Robin-
pom, of Leyden, whose memorable words
to his flock, about to embark for their
unknown home over the unknown sea, let
us reverently here recall. * He charged
us hefore Ged to follow him no farther
than bhe followed Chriet; and if God
should reveal anything to us by any other
instrument of His, to be h"'.lll:.‘ to receive
it as ever we were to receive any truth by
his ministry ; for he was very confident
the Lord had yet more trath and light to
break forth out of his Holy Word, He
took oceasion also miserably to bewail the

* comdition of the Beformed churches, who

had come to a period in their religion, and
would go no farther than the instruments
of their reform. . The Lutherans could not
go beyond what Luther saw, for whate
part of God's Word he had farther re-
vealed to Calvin they had rather die than
embeaee it ; and so you see the Calvinists,
they stick where he left them. A misery
much to be lamented,

time, vet God bath not revealed His whole
will to thom, and were they now alive
they would be as ready to receive farther
light as that they had received.  Ie also
put us in mind of our church covenant,
whereby we engaged with God and one
another to receive whatever light or truth
ghoold be made known to us from His
written Word, bat withal exhorted us to
take hecd what we receive as truth, and
well to examine, compare, and weigh it
with other Seriptures before wo receive if.
For it is not '|::-:e~'.-li'||'||" the Christinn world
should come so lately out of sach anti-
Christian darkness, and that full perfec-
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tion of knowledge should break forth at
omoe."" .

Buch is the true spirit of Congregation-
alism. We do not arrogate to ourselves
the sole possession of it, nor deny that
among us hpgotry, intolerance, and fogy-
ism find any place. But it is simply just
to eay, that a syetem which recognizes and
exalts the independence of the loeal church-
o8, the rights and responsibilities of indi-
vidual Christiane, and the sole anthority
of the Seriptures, favors, far more than
any prelatic system can, progress toward
the solution of the problem, What is
truth?

By reason of the eame flexibility and
freedom, it enjoys a vast advantage in its
power to promote that unity for which all
intelligent Christians must long, and for
which Christ himself prayed. Upon what
principle can the unity of the church ever
be realized except upon this, that they who
aecapt the same essential doctrines of faith
ghall unite in self-governing organizmtions,
agreeing or differing in minor matters of
faith, and choosing such forms of worship
a8 they deem fittest and best?  Any other
eonception of union either implies the mmoe-
rifice of fundamental doctrine, the surren-
der of independence, or the postponement
of union till that illimitably late day when
diversities of philosophizing and of inter-
preting and of taste shall give place to the
prevalence of absolute and unvaried same-
nees.  Let those who will answer scornful-
ly that our receipt for healing schism and
promoting Christian union is to have all
Christinns hecome Congregationalists, we
are yet bold to say, that, though we care
nothing for the name, and hope it will one
day be lost and forgotten, we do comecive
that as the essential ideas of republican-
ism or democracy in the state are valid and
vital, and will one day approve themselves
to universal adoption, 8o the principles of
Congregational or popular church govern-
ment are those of Christianity itself, and
will eventually erystallize believers into
8 harmonious and beautiful unity, know-
ing none other name than that which is

above every name in heaven and earth.
For a testimony to this our faith, and for
o rallying point to all who will with us
accept it, do we, in the name of the
Lord, set up our banner.

Thirdly, the law of human liberty, fra-
ternity, and equality lies at the foundation
of this enterprise. I have just now said
that I eare nothing for the name Congre-
gational, and yet it is o good name as de-
noting that our government 15 not by pope
ner biehops, nor a select and official fow in-
eide or putside of the Christion assembly,
but ““a government of the people, by the
people, for the people.”  All our reason-
ing about matters coelesinstical beging and
ends with these two propositions, that
each local church i self-governing, and
that in each church every member stands
upon the same platform with every other
in respect of rights. S0 we understand
onr divine Master to have ordained when
hesaid : = One is your Master, even Christ,
and all ye are beethren.” S0 we under-
stand the primitive churches to have been
organized and conducted, claiming and al-
lowing no jurisdiction over each other but
that of kind counsel, deciding all questions
of business or debate by the suffrages of the
members. Before the spirit of liberty and
love thus recognized and installed as ruler
of the new order, slavery melted away ;
the epirit of national prejudice and of
caste, though obstinately contending the
ground, was forced to yield ; eorrupt and
cruel euperstitions were Foreed back from
their ancient domain by the misionary
zeal of churches that were weak to world-
Iy view, but whose strength, henven-
desired, was concentrated upon the work
of evangelimtion. Degeneracy came, di-
vision and trife and weakness and shame
and woe came, when the spirit of Diotrephes
began to prevail. The long cra of despot-
igm in the church was the era also of eivil
tyranny, of popular ignorance and mis-
ery. Scarcely till the settlement of the
New World was the primitive church or-
der revived, and then was seen how the
idens of fraternity and freedom, cultivated

in the church and embodied in its very
constitution, will work outward, and fur-
nigh the mold for the whole ordering of
society. Every impartial and philosophic
historian acknowledges that the church of
the Mayflower was the matrix of the fu-
ture republic.  Slavery, though introduced
into New England, could not stay there.
The gemius. of religion drove it away.
And now we note a phenomenon which,
however strange and sorrowful at first view,
will appenr to further reflection natural
and fortenate. Where slavery had ob-
tained a firm footing, o as to forbid evena
free disoussion of ite demerits, these Con-
gregational churches conld notlive. Their
testimony was too pronounced, their ten-
dencies were too obviously and powerfully
toward civil frecdom and the rights of all
men to allow of their being tolerated.
And so it came to pass that across the line
from free to elave soil, scarcely & church
of this name existed, till, by the hand of
God, that line was swept away, It was,
I say, n fortunate thing that Congregation-
alism was, till that time, kept on the other
gide of the line, that its record in this re-
gpect might remain so nearly pure, and
that it might not, by breathing elavery’s
atmosphere, be contaminated and left to
enact the ehameless hypoericy of a practice
at war with its professed and traditional
principles, Fortunate, perhape, that the
attempte to found here, in the District of
Columbin, & charch of the Pilgrims, failed
until the District was hequeathed toliberty.
Yonder statue upon the dome of the Capi-
tol aseended to its place opportunely ; not
while every honest obgerver, inquiring ita
name, would be compelled in his soul to
pronounce it o lying symbol, but when it
eould look forth overs land redeemed from
the curse and erime of bondage. Now,
n[lm, is it time to signify by & monument
representing religious liberty —no monu-
ment of mere materinls wronght intoarchi-
tectural shape, but a house fitted for wor-
ghiping assemblics and for the utterance
of the whole Gospel — that the ageney
that has done 8o much to blessand besutify
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the East and the West is weleome to do
its work in the South and in all the land.
The entrance to new fields may not yet be
B0 open as we could desire, and as we had
& right to expect; but we will not require
too easy conditions for our work.,  We will
not refuse to do our part, whether by ne-
tion or by suffering, to make the victory,
which the sword of loyalty and liberty has
won, complete.

In the great moral conflict that now re-
maing, the system of elavery being abol-
iehed, Congregationalism ean neither be
silent mor doubtful which side to take.
The first sharp encounter of Christianity
in the person of Jesus and the apostles was
with the spirit of caste. Against it, as
developed in Jewish scorn and hatred to-
ward their Bamaritan neighbors and toward
the poorer and under clags among them-
eelves, the former forged his most stern
and stinging rebokes; and ot the outset
of the apostles’ mission, they were tanght,
most impressively, that men of every race
and condition are to be regarded as alike
God’s children, and as entitled under the
Gospel to impartinl rights and privileges.
The Gospel of Jesus Christ was glad tidings,
not solely as it undertook the work of re-
coneciling man to God, but likewise e it
provided a corner stone wherehy the gap-
ing walls of human society should be bound
together, all unjust and unfriendly dis-
tinctions between the races and classes die-
appearing in the faith that adored and
loved the Son of Man as Saviour and Lord
of all. A Christinn commonwealth must
incorporate in iteelf this essential feature
of a truly Christian church.  Thir is the
voice of immense numbers of Christian
churches throughout the North ; but in no
denomination, perhaps, does the demand
8o nearly reach unanimity as in ours ; and
with good reason, since the primordial
principles of our profession include the
demand.

He must be blind who does not perceive
that the grand characteristic of this age is
the aspivation after freedom. “This is the
Enceladus of the Old World, that; long
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erushed but dedthless under the superin-
cumbent weight of tyrannies and wrongs,
ever and anon upheaves the mas with its
writhings, and will yet emerge and reign
whers he has suffered. This is the rightful
heir and destined roler of the New World
who already has dispossessed the son of
bondage, and driven: him into the wilder-
ness,  The church for the times, the church
of the future, must have a pulse bealing
gtrong in sympathy with man as man, and
must afford in her own econmmy and prac-
tice » high example of freedom from in-
humane and ungencrous prejudiec.  The
church, for whose: inhabiting we would
here erect o hiouse, builds upon sucha pro-
fiession of faith. And,

Foarthly; upon this profession or prin-
eiple, that the province of religions teach-
ing ineludes; with alllother matiers of doe-
trinal truth and practical morals, the du-
ties of ralers and subjects — especially in-
cludes the application of God's law and
Christ’s spirit to test the eonduct of eiti-
zong in o républic where they are the real
rulerd,  Instead of joining in the fatuous
ery, “ No politics in the pulpit," the great
'll'l'.l.jl.r‘["li:.' of 1-\,||.|.;_‘:H';.’:'l|.i“1|||i ministers and
church members hold that no themes have
n more legitimate and important place in
the ministrations of the |_:||||.|.i'|. than those
that relate to public p wlioy, g0 fur as theso
relate, also, to the guestion of right or
wrone. It seems to-ug heresy, and that of
a dangerous sort, to allow  that 1u|'|i‘.i-.'i'.|.!:..-'-
may warn off -preachers from any part of
the dominin of morals, ox /that God's mes-
pengers moy without great guilt Jdecline to
declare His counsel as eoncerning civil al-
fairs.;  The larger part of our Text Book
is 1:||-r-||'|ﬁ=_-|i with such themes. Its histo-
ries and prophecies refer almost wholly to
polities, if by politics iz meant the policy
of rulers and nations. Shall we pass these
by, or content olurselves with showing, never
g0 eloquently, how they applied to the
mingistrates and peoples of'the past?  The
precepts of the New Testament have a di-
rect |:-:L|‘.'i-;~_;_-l TP ANy of the matters
that have occasioned difference and divi-

gioms among the people of our own land,
especinlly durmg recent years. Shall the
appointed  student of God’s Word, and
teacher of religious truth, lend no aid to
enlighten the ignorant, to encourage the
good, to rebuke and defeat the bad, lest he
ghould step outside the range of his office ?
What devies of Satan could be more cun-
ning, yet what deviee more transparent?
To adduee a single example : Bloody rebel-
lion against a lawfully constituted and be-
neficent government having ended in defeat,
the 1|_||_r~g-'1_i4_|:|1 ariges, On what terms shall
the rebels be restored to their forfeited
place of privilege and power? Forthwith
the elaim is set up that they have not for-
feited anything which they eannot at any
moment resuwme a8 matter of I‘i.;_'"!'lt and not
of grace ; or if of grace, then it is argued
— profanity not seldom subsiding into this
plous strain, — that the divine government
furnishes the fit model for our own, and
that since God gave his Son to die for sin-
ners, and the father received and weleomed
hoame the ||nu||':-,5|,l gom, amd the precepis
of Christianity require forbearance, kind-
ness, and forgiveness, therefore it is a gin
and a ghame to demand the punishment of
traitors, or delay their restoration to the
prevogatives of loyal eitizens,  When pol-
iticiang thus turn prophets, must the ree-
ognized prophets retreat to. some ground
that has not :<1:l|.||,|_-||llt' become '|:-.l|.itil.':'||.'.:'
Rather i8 it not their solemn l.il'l[:.' to exam-
ing and expound the Word of God in this
regard ¢ I will dl'll]l the interrogative lest
it peem to ]ll:l\|:.' a doubt where the truth
is level and plain to every perception.  He-
lizious teachers ﬂ‘.!:-_:_'flt at such a time to
ghow what are the real |Lr|.||-:"|5.|.|_'.'i of God's
gdministration ; how His mercy and jus-
tice harmonize, a8 in that message from
the Mount : * The Lord, the Lord God,
mereiful and gracious, longsaffering and
abundant in goodness and truth, keeping
merey for thousands, forgiving :|||i||_l.|.-|l:_\.'
and transgression and #in, and that will by
no means clear the guilty ; visiting the in-
iguity of the fathers apon the children and
upon children’s children unto the third and

to the fourth generation.” Tt is their du-
ty to set forth the distinetion between the
spirit of forgivencss, which is identical
with benevolence, and should be exercised
at all times, even toward the worst of of-
fenders, and the act .-:-_f-v.']-.ryr'.l'r_rg.-_x'_(l O Tein-
statement in favor and trust, which in the
Chrigtian economy waits upon the act of
repentance, as in the cuse of the prodigal.
It is their dut}' to show that g:'l-:-chu_'w. ar
kindness is not identieal with merey, and
may require that retribution and not mer-
ey should be visited upon wrong-doers,
On the other hand it is their duty to ex-
hibit the hateful, unholy, unehristian char-
acter of retalintion, the' epirit of hatred
and revenge for personal injuries, and in
anywise t0 rebuke that spirit, whether dis-
played in high places or low.  Soch politi-
cal preaching, if the motive of it be right, is
the '|L11':||."hi||_;_; ':Ji.{lh]'jn"t.; in some ]'I]i:ll:'!"'?i,
&t least, it ie the preaching of Him cruei-
fied, gince it brings after it reproach and
scorn and persecution, a8 when, in proud
Corinth, Panl preached the lessons and
lifs and death of his Master.

And if anywhere it is important that the
test of religious right !l::l,llll]i_l_-l,l_ to political
questions, this is the place. Here, within
eight and sound of the national halls of
legislation and of the executive mansion ;
here, where 80 many and calamitous influ-
enceg tend to detone and demoalize the
men who are sent hither to represent and
to govern the republic; here, pre-eminent-
ly, there should be a pulpit fearless and
free to declare God’s eoversignty over na-
tiong, the certainty that the nation that
will not serve Christ shall perish, the sol-
emn and awful respongibility of rulers to
rule juetly, to love mercy, to walk humbly
with God, to defend the cause of the poor,
and redress the wrongs of the helpless,
and not merely in such general terms to
preach polities, but to lay the plummet of
truth to the counsel and work of the pass-
ing hour, even as David startled the com-
placent though guilty king with his ** Thou
art the man! "’ or as Jesus startled the
esmplacent ruler by exposing the very sin
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in which his hypoeritical heart was hid. [
do not imagine the pulpits of Washington
have been all and altogether develict in
this duty hitherto. Honored instances of
fidelity there have been, when, perhaps,
more cournge than now was needful.  God
bless and reward such.fidelity wherever
found ; bat itis true, T suppoes, that there
i# room for another such pulpit, and here
it is to be ; and here, we trust, is the mes-
senger whom the Master hag appointed for
the service,

Without naming other distinetive prin-
ciples eonstituting the animuos of the enter-
P'I'i.‘-«': hera i.llil.:!:_;uﬁl.il.'l.ll these are |_'-u||||_;_;h
to justify it, and to make its success a con-
summation devoutly to be wished. For
myself, for & little church whose immedi-
ate neighborhood and whose obligation to
this pastor for a similar service, most ably
performed, has entitled me v speak on the
occasion ; for the sister churches here pres-
ent by their pastors and delegates ; for the
churches of our fith in all the land,
whether dwelling in the old New England
home, or seattered through the great West
to the far Pacific ehore, or dotting, ¢ fow
and far between,”’ the newly-ocenpied
South; yes, and for many who are not of
this Puritan fold, and yet sympathize deep-
Iy with the principles of faith and free-
dom represented in the enterprise, I bid it
God speed.  May the amen come up from
all quarbers in the form of offerings to the
work whose foundations these dear breth-
ren have laid in faith, that the fundz for
the superstructure will not be withheld.
Let them not be disappointed. We are
accused as a denomination of lacking zeal
in our own affairs, and of failing to accom-
plish needful things by reason of our dis-
jointed organism, as contrasted with the
mighty compactness and powerful machi-
nery of great centralized sects. Let us
dispose of the charge of o lack of zeal for
that to which we are so greatly debtors,
and to which we are so justly entitled.
And let us demonstrate that it is not alone
the standing army, drilled and officered
and ready for marching orders, that is




qualified for effoctive service, but also the
vast body of & people, prepared in mind to
move where o territory is to be taken or a
citadel to be built, even as they did move
by tens and hundreds of thousands when
this capital was to be saved, and the hosts
of rebellion routed. In the book of Nehe-
miah, you remember, is a long chapter of
the names and nativities of those who
bailded the wall of the restored capital,
and the part that each accomplished is
specified, as in the list of Homer's heroea,
For centuries those names have stood in
their niches of honor, and for centuries
they will remain.

Here is opened a new list. DMay ik
spendily and glorionsly be filled. The lines
that General Howard will write, whosa
“ right hand cannot know what his left
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hand does,"” becanse it fell bleeding on the
battle-ficld, a eacrifice to the cause for
which its fellow is etill glad to live and
labor, will they not be copied above on
a page which it will be gladsome to
perags T

Let it be written: Here labored the
sons of Maine, and here of Magsachusetts,
and here of New York, and here of
the other States by name and order, till
the work is complete, — till they that have
laid the foundation, hoping, yet anxious,
ghall bring forth the headstone thereof
with shoutings of Grace ! grace unto it!
yeo, till the houose within and without
ghall be finished, and, a8 when the temple
of old was renred, the people shall fill the
walls with hallelujahs, and their joy
shall be heard afar off.
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