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THE NUMRER OF INDIANS IV THE UNITED STATES.
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Ares the Indians, as seme say, diminishing year by vear? Amid
will the time speedily eeme whan the whele land #il]l be as free
of them as Massachusetts is te-day?

Twe years age the mriter made this answer te similar inquiries:
"It is pleasant fer their friends and the friends of humanity te

diseever by aetual eounts that this testimeny, (whieh anihilates

them,) taking in the whele field, is erremesus." Subsequent Tacts

g® te strengthen his epinien.

True, like eertain Danish and Celtie elans that enee migrated
frem plaee te place on British sell, and then vanished frem histery,
many Irdian tribes have disappearesd; ethers, like angle~ameriean
househelids, have diminished till but few seatteared names rsmain te
mark the strange w#ays of a strange peeple. The Cheneeks, fer ex-
ample, whe met Lewis and Clark em the berders of Mentana, and whe
fastened asvery baby to a beard and tied anether shert beard aeress
the little ferehiead te flatten the frental bene, are new extinet,
There are tee, their mneighbers the Flat-heads, net far frem Miss-
sula. They have been abserded by other tribes till but faw of
these edd humam beings remain.

They wused te imagine their Great Spirit living in the highest
meuntain, and the medieine man wruld take a beavar or seme bird te
represent the Spirit ealled dewn, and all the tribe would wership

the inspired animal; they wmenld take this saeresd ereature with them
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in their hunts as a guardian angel. Their divinity is ne mere.
€oehise, the Apashe ehief, shertly befere his death said:

"The whites began a war with me years age: I have slain tem fer

every Indian killed; but my peeple grew less and less. I want

peasel” A few sweh war-like tribes have been altegethar eor nearly

exterminated. But other large trides have inereased, seme greatly

and seme wut little.

With few exesptiens the Indians ef the United States have been
gathered upen pertiens ef the publie lands. These portiens ealled
*Indian reservations” det ttheﬂt Us Se Maps with their little
squares,i. a&,, the lands the; stand ler, whieh the surreunding white
men desire ite pessess. BEnergetie pushers want te eress them with
railreads, pasture sheep and eattle thereen, prespeet fer geld and
silver within them, and ever regard it as a great harship te be
kept eutside. Indeed eur white pseple whe are neighbers te the
Indians have euriews and eeveteus spirits.

Each reservatien has an agent, a white man, appeinted by the
President. Ne, the agent, is a real king ef a small kingdem. Ne
has white employdh, sueh as the farmer, the teacher, the blaeksmith
ani the deeter. They eenstitute his ceunselers of state. Semetimes
he adds te his geverning ferce three Indian Judges, and ten eor
twelve Indian pelicemen. Se, we see, with se many white men ameng

them it is easier than femerly fer us te numbsr them.

Net many years age the ceunting was dene by Army eofficers and
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Gevernment efficials, leesely estimating the individwals and the

trides. It was when the natiens were mere memadie than at present

when tribes were ever ehanging their habitatiens; when they had te
meve great distanees te supply their wants. Beheld them en their
pemiass, wemen and children en the teps of the packs, and driving
large herds of their small herses aleng with them! Their ledge-peoless
dragging, always marked their traile Thus fer a hunt er a feray
they would Jeurney, leaving nething behind, frem a hundred te six
hundred miles. It was when the buffale, a theusand er mere in a
herd, reamed ever eur vast praries. Writers fer the papers and
magazines of that time had te guess at the pepulatien, er take the
effieial estimates, whieh were in faet enly fermulated guesses.

At last in eur time a cerreet eensus has been taken and the
results put dewn in efficial Deeks. Frem a carsful study ef these
Besks it is evident that new the Indians, like the negrees eof the
Seuth, are inereasing.

Thirty years age there wers several causes whieh ecarried off
the Indians, fer example; centagiows diseases which unintentienally
the white peeple Wrought ameng them; sad indeed ware the ravages
of the small peXx and the measels. That dreadful white man massaere
nei far frem WallaWalla, where a band of missienaries ware savagely
murdered, deubtless resulted frem the simul taneeus ineeming of Mis-

Siens and measzles.

This mas then a new disease. They imputed it te evil Spirits
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in Dr. Whitman's camp. Indian medicine men did net knmew what te
preseribe. The swiden eold bath after the heat of a sweat-heuse

was fellewed by death. Nerbs and extraets, hitherte effieacieous,
gave ne relief., Bey like white peeple under yellew fever ar ch-ler,
being unable te stay the hand of the iestreyer, multitudas of them

miserably perished. Whe, under such harrewing distresses, wendarsg

at their supﬂrstiti-w%f.]ly and herrid resentment}

But new it is different. Indians have mere knewl=dge, Thare
are geed reservatien decters er Amy surgeens near at hand. Cen=
tagien and epidemic are met at the thresheld and prestrated. There
is ne Mere sweeping of men, wemen ani children frem thess ecauses
inte untimely graves,

Anether dreadful sceurge has ceased, Theres are ne lsnger
Indian wars. These fierce tribal eenfliets, mereiless, devastating
and leng-centinwing, have at last passed away. #ne, the Chippawa
#a3 tawght te hate the Daketa anid the Daketa te return the feeling
with interest. The Nexz Pered detested the Snake, and the Snake
gave the hunter of the Nez Pered ne rest. Thus, like Franee and
England in eld times, each natien had its hereditary enemy., Tribes
combined te fight ether tribes and eften they fewght te extemina-
tien.

Seme of eowr piencers have caused the Indians unteld wees and
premature deaths threwgh whiskey and -thernrire-#nterf‘stme have

carried tv them fell-diseases tee terrible te name, which have made







them weak and helpless; yet the white man's management have quench-
ed the deadly strifes amd wars; se, that wa rejeiee te say it, them
is ne donger frem this seuwree any depletien,

fur emn wars with them tee seem teo have ceased, theugh it is a
leng time since these hide and seek affairs have greatly diminished
their numbers.

Peepls whe held te the vanishing theery seclare: "Indians de
Ret thrgive en the white man's feedl” Amd great lesses are claimed
frem this seuree. The centrary is nearer the truth.

After a little experience, as seen as they catek the white
man's regularity ef supply, preparitien and eating, taking as we de

tWe or three meals every day, they are healthier than whan they

went days witheut feed and then , 1iku-s'urunnia, gerged themselves;

healthier than when they seized wpen animals that had died, and, te
satisfy the cravings ef false appetites, like the feul Birds ef
prey, censwried the peisemeus flesh. New much bettar mew with geed
beef and fleur in plenty, and with inereasing skill in ceeking.

Permerly the Puebles (village Indians) excelled the Indians ef
the plaina in the variety and preparatien of feed; dut new all,
ceast, interier and village are, in such knewledge, ahead of the
old Puebles.

Search the ceuntry ever frem Alaska te Flerida, ani yew will
newhere find the Indians centented with peer feed, ne mere than wik

lame ponies and sheddy blankets.







@ne cannet hekp thinking that eur fathers, whe ware uwsually

difficult

at war with them, axaggerated their numbers. It is alway%ﬁtu eount

the ferces of an enemy, Ten stand fer & hundred and a hundred feor
@ theusand. And it is harder te ceunt the fellewers eof a hestile
Indian chief, Because they are always experts at hiding.

Making a careful cemputatien frem the latest reperts which
embrace all the States and Territdries sxcepting Alaska, we make
264, 369.

The accempanying table shews us hew they are distributed:!

Arizena 21,163 New Yerk 5,007
€alifernia 11,409 Nerth €arelina 3,100
Daketa 31,08) @regen 5,055
Idahe 4,276 Texas 387
Indian Territery 22, 334 Utah 2,699
Tewa 354 Washn, Terr. le,9%¢
Kansas 976 Wiscensin 7,838
Michigan 9,577 Wyeming 1,855
Minneseta 5,287 Flerida (Semineles)

Mentana 14,773 || and Indian Territery sz
Kebraska 3,602 || Maine (eld tewn

Nevada 8,316 || Indians) 410
New Mexice 0,003 | TOTAL « & » + = «» «» « R64,360

These Indians are te e feund wpen abeut seventy reservatiens .

Beme of the reseryatiens, like the Yakamee in Washingten Territery,

have several tribes, #n the Celville reservatien, in the same

Territery near the British line, the several tribes, feur er five,
speak different languages, bwut generally it is sought te have In-
dians tegether whe agree in language and in habits ef life.

The names of the reservatiens are generally descriptive, seme-

times ef the ceuntry, as the "Reund Valley® in Califernia er the
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"San €arles" in Arizena, er ef the natien as the "Crew Reservatien"

in Megntana, er
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