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APDRESE delivered before the meeti Soeciat f the

ARMY of the TENNESSEE, at COUNCIL BLUVFS, lowa,

October 4th 1394,

I. INTRODUCTION.
HOW PARRIOTS LIVE.

Comrades: -
| How the years roll around ! Grant, Sherman, MePherson and
Logan,~ successive Commanders of the Army of the Tennessee,- have rassed
on to the other shore of immortal 1life. I am the only one of that ur-t
ies of commanders left to meet and address you to=night.

You may say that is not a cheerful chord to touch. Why not ¢
I often mingle in my dreams with these old friends snd intimates. I
néver meet them in the tomb; but in some active sphere correspondent to
the old places. Grant is earnest; Sherman gay and off hand; MePherson
quietly happy, and Logan eleetrig!

My own pert in a given dream may be slightly depressing,- often
shame-produging or ludierous, ;r to eoin a word, defeatfull! But their
parts in the drama of the ﬁim:t-viliuni aré now fraught with the trius=

Smphs only,~ whethervihey be of War or Peace!

For example; One night I fancied that I had a roll of Brussels
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garpet much soiled froum use. Sherman sppeared to be standing not far
off end talking rapidly in & most animeted style to a host of cumpanions.
I ecalled out to him, "General, let me bathe my earpet in your tub."

He had & quizaieal lock as he removed his eipar and lifted one of
his brows after the old fashion.

* Put that carpet in my tub?® "All right Howard,- do what ;}ou
like". This was said with the same old trombone veiee and joyous man-
ner whieh we never forgot.

8o you pergeive, my comrades, these friends and many others who
leave us one by one, are not really dead,- but living entities not far
off from our thoughts nipht and day.

II. EZRA CHAPEL.
A WORD FOR MC PHERESON.

You have Kiv.’ﬂ ma 'km CHAPEL" . All riﬂl‘h
(786%)

But few days before that battle, the 28nd of Ju:l:hm the morn=-
ing, 811 these tmﬂ!!‘,('ll‘l here in bodily presence living; during
that day, as you, Mr. President, too vividly remember, one of them,
HePherson, the young man of finest talent end brightest eartly proaspect
fell in battle. I have visited his singular tomb set up there on the
field,~ slso the statue in Washington, and have had a deseription of the

other eregted in Clyde, Ohio. His history, however, is everywhere, and

his name does not need monuments of iron, stone and marble to keep fresh

R
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his memory in the minds and hearts of the thousands who knew and loved
him § |

On the 27th of July, five days after the death of Me¢Pherson, I as-
sumed command of the Army of the Temnessee. There is something & little
remarkable in the sequence of his work and mine at the points where they
came in contact.

He enterad the Hilitary Academy in 1849; Voward in 1350. Ve gra-
duated in 1853; Woward in 1854. Ve was Dadet Quartermasster Sergeant
during his seeond class-year; Yoward the same, sugeeding him. He was
Cadet Quartermaster in his gradusting year; Howard the seme in his. Ve
was President of the DNislegtic FSocieiy at West Point in 13562-93; Howard
was his immediate suecessor alsc in this.

I did not seek the field-command whigh lMePherson had vacated. Yo

friends pressed my name upon Genersl Sherman and so0 it was, is, and ever

 will be a speeial gratifieation to my military pride that I wes selecied

for the high position.

You will agree with me that by the iime it had been ceeupied by so
many penerals of distinetion,- some whose ability and reputation the
world will have diffigulty tc mateh,~ that it was a great honor and en=-
hanged with unusual responsibility.

II1. HOW THE ARMY MARCHErP and T0 NEW GROUND.

The very day I passed from the 4th Corps to the new gommand, I set
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the tm in motion and we proceaded, -General Dodge's Ceorps leading,
.Ilnr'a and Logan's fellowing in order, from the field of their bloody
 triumph, now called the Battle~field of Atlenta, arcund in rear of the
Armief of the Bnio and the Cumberlend to and beyond the then extreme
right of Thomas' position. We were to go meross Proctor's Crock, and
Sherman desired me to march in the usual order of columms of four strot-

&

c¢hing out as far as I might, so &s to eneompass the Confederaie works of

Atlanta and gain,~if Confederate Hood would allow me to do so,~his

l southbound railroad track, and thus eut his vital communication. I de=
murred & litile at the manner of going, and se with Sherman's sssent

| c¢henged the order of coming into line. General Dodge had hardly pas-
sed Thomas' flank when, wih General Corse being on the lead, Dodpge be-

L pann skirmishing with the Confederate pickets and advenge-guards, driv-
ing them back. They gave way step by stop as our men advanced. Go-

neral Dodge handsomely swung up into line,~ brigade by brigade goming

into deployment, as we would say with smaller fronts, by division on the
| left into line,~ each successive brigade covered end protected the rear
and then the flank of its predeeessor. Canersl Blair in the same order-
1y manner passed beyond Dodpe and eame nearly into position, curving up
toward the Confederate intrenghments; hu’h- waited for comploter sd-

Justment till the daylight of the following mornings lLogan unrelled in

@ similer msnner, exeept that he deployed nearly his entire eorps during

e
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the night, forming a large angle at the Junetion with Blaip, ood's

@ivision was near RBare Chureh, end then came Harrow's and then 1ast on

the extreme right organ L. Smith's, commanded in this battle by

sion. Eaeh corps had its OWn artillery, but there was no eavalry,

Oxeept a emall cscort at &rmy hesdquarters.

@emvmml Shorman, with the view of proteeting

» Tumamm,lhldﬁu-

neral h?a rée-enforee Morgan with the Yth Illincis Mounted Infantry.
s¥o ¢t leals ceemen

*
Ilrgmhm to ¢h all the uu: te our right and rear, and after his

réconnaisance, come bagk a8 rapidly as possidle to my right flank. It

should be observed that the Confederate wWorks in front of Thomas, Dedge,

end Blair were held in foree by Mardee's Corpa.

IV. A GLANCE AT Tum CONFEPERATE SIDE.

fiow in order to make this battle as plain as Possible, we ean do at

this time what we e¢ould not do on the 27th or 25th of July 1864, We

 G&an step over to the other side and see what our Opponents wore doing.

I gannot do better, rerhaps

" Be (Hood) determined upon another effort

L0 erush Sherman'g flank;
| and ginee the thing wae to be again tried,

it mugt be admitted that he
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was wise in determining to strike Voward's right vhile in metion, and
befure he gould introngh. He withdrew Loring's and Welthall's divisioms
of Stewart's corps, to support Ceneral S«D.Les, who with his corps (Lot~
ely commanded by Chestham) was ordered to move out on the Lickskillet
road, aiiack Noward, and drive him from that road snd the one by Bare
Chureh. Stewart's orders direected him to regain in support of Lee near
the fortifications till necded, and next morning (2¥th), re-enforged by
his other division (¥reneh's) to move beyond Lee end turn gompletely the
flenk of Howard, attasking him in the rear. Hardee's corps and Smith's
Georgians were ordered to oecupy the works in front of Thomes and
Sehofield.”

Y. HOOP'S ACCOUNT.

Perhaps General Hood himself makes it even ¥lainer. His official ptate-

ment is ss followel~-

" Sherman began to mass his forges in that quarter, On the 28th it
begame menifest that the enemy (Voward) desired to place his right on
Utoy Creck. I determined te hold the Liekskillet roed, and accordingly
ordered Lisutenant Genersl Lee, who on ihe 26th relieved Major General
Cheathem from ecommand of the Corps formerly commanded by mygelf, to move
his forees so as to prevent the enemy from paining that road. He was
ordered te hold the enemy in chegk on & line nearly parallel with the
Lickskillet road, rumning through Ezra Church. General Lee finding
that the enemy had already gained that position, engaged him with the
intention to reecover that line. This brought on the engagement of the
48%h", to wit, the Battle of Bara Church.

VI, 8. D: LEE'S ACCOUNT.
It is yet difficult to estimate the numbers whieh General Hood brought

to bear mainly upon the 15th Corps, whieh constituted my right flank.
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Uy old classmate General 8. D. Lee, whom our men reported as riding in
the thickest of the fight & white horse all that exeiting day, says of
his movement:~-

*The(Confederate)army was then in position and intrenched arcund
Atlanta, daily shifting its posgition to meet the ﬂtn%nvmu of the
enemy. On the 27th Hindman's and Glg;ﬂnn'a divisions were withdrawn
from the trenches and massed on the liekskillet road. On the 29th ,
about 1k AJd., I regeived orders te move out on the Liekskillet road "
and eheeck the enemy (Howard) who wes then moving to our lefty @s it was
desirable to hold that road, to be used for a contemplated movement,

I soon found that the enemy (Voward's skirmishers) hed gained that road
and was gradually driving back our cavalry. Brown's division was at
onge formed on the left of and obliquely to the voad, end Clayion's die
vision on the right, comneeting by a line of skirmishers with the main
works around the gity. As soon as Brown sfumm was formed, he moved for-
ward, handsomely driving the enemy (Lightburn's men) seross the road and
L0 & distence half & mile sifm beyond, where he encountered temporary
breastworksy from which he was driven back with considerable loss.
Clayton's division moved forward as soon as formed, and about ten minu-
tes after Brown's edvance, and met with similar results. I found it
diffigult to relly Browm's division, end moved it apainst ithe enemy a
sceond time. The consequence was that one or two brigades of this di-
vision, as elso of Cleyion's division, sustained heavy lossesbocause of
the fallure in the atteck of portions of their lines. Walthall's die
vision, of Stewart's Oorps, had moved out on the Lickekillet road, while
Brown's and Clayten's divieions were engeged with the enemy. At my
suggostion this division was thrown against the enemy shere Browm had
Atiscked. The enemy (Logan's 1ine) was still within easy range of the
Lickskilloet road, and 1 believed that he would yield before a detormined
attack: The offort was however a failure,"”
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Vil. OUR OWN VIEW.

As Dodpe and Bleir were cesupied with the Confederate forges inside
of the Atlante works, it is evident that the meving Confederate ¢olumn
greatly outnumbered our men, who were engoged at the points of atisck.

Some writers think that Foed after his lld axperience at the two

Yl 227 wccal ~
battles eq‘?mh T Créék, should have managed to stand on the defens-
ive and weited for our couming. If he had done 80, we would have had
his railroad communicetiomns eut off by two hours after sunrise of the
#8th. Onee there, he gould not have dislodged us end the siege of
Atlants would scon have ended in prompt abandomment or surrender.
Gertainly cur movement would have forecd even Johnaton to have attiacked
us as Food did.

VIIL HOW THE ACTION BEGRN.

All the morning of the 25th, Logen kept moving steasdily forward,
well ecovered by his skirmish line. With my staff and small escort I
kept him in sight, following up the movement. Between seven or eight,
Sherman joined me as we were passing through a heavily wooded gountry.
As we were conversing, the skirmishing became more brisk and what I took
e be grape-shoi, eut through the trecs over our heade breaking off the

limbs. We both felt that the enemy was becoming more obsiinate.

I said:- "Coeneral MNood will ai.tack me here!®*

5@“-“ not; he will hardly try it again,” Shoerman replied.
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I then rewarked that I was thres years ait West Point with Yood, and pro-
nounced him “indomitable in heart®.

Now as the sounds of battle kept on inereasing, Shemman turned bagk
to Thomas, probably having a double motive; first to be where he eould
best re-enforee, and segond to let we -:E'.ti“ my naw gommand without
embarrassmont . On many ogeassions, I notiged that Sherwan tock this
eourse with subordinates in ﬂm,‘ha had confidenge.

From the direetion of the cnemy's firing, I had no great fear for
my right flank, and knew from the shepe of my pesition, that I gould
emgily and largely re-enforge the right, if necessity should reguire.

I watghed Logan as he geined the higher ground end sav with satisfagtion
thousands of men running forward with rails and sugh logé =8 they ,c'iruld
seize upon, with which they were making the eontinuous pile. The ghelte
er at best was but little, but was a fair one to men when kneoling and
better when lying down; of course it was too late for intrenching.

1t did not take long to vorify my yredietion. That shrill, terri-
fying yell,- who ean ever forget it ! 1 Hood's men c¢harged and fired
as& they came. All along the lines our men remained in ylace. I saw
that a fow straggled back from one eausa or another, but not many.

These few Logan end officers who waere with him rushed to meet] and back
they went to duty, impelled h:-tlﬂ shrill ﬁ-rqmu of hig indignant

voige. Though it seems hardly possible that so mieh time had peseed
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sinee Sherman had left, yot, all the disries place the hour of the firat

assaclt after 11 A. U,

From Harrow's and Smith's front, the first charge was met with ra=-

pPid and well direected firing. Hothing could stand against it, and the
EacZs

most of the Confederates either fell 1o the grewnd, or turned and fled

protecting themselves as best they dould by the trees and the ingidents

of the ground. Our right was slightly overle;ped, and a nusber of

the enemy appoared beyond us. Fermit m¢ to repeat an scgeount I pave

Some years age of this part of the battle when it was frosher in my meé=-

mory than now.

MM byeu L
To withstand them, four regiments eame from Podgghdnepeator Gone-
ral Strong led thither two from Blair :

my ehief of artillery placed several
ed flank: These were brought in at the exact moment, and after a few
rapid diseharges, the repeating rifles dbeing remarkable in their exeeut~
ion, 811 the groups of flankers were either gut down or had sought safe-
ty in flights T ie battle was prolonged for hours. Ve expected help
sll that day from Yorgan's division of Palmer's corps, emning bagk from
Turner's Ferry; but the Comfederate cavalry kept that division in cheek.
Our troups exhibited nerve and jersistency; lLogen was cheerful and
hearty and full of enthusiasm. Mo stopred strapglers, ss we have seen,
and sent them back, and gave every needed order. DBlair was watechful
end helpful, sv was Dodge. After the last c¢harpgo had been repelled I
went along my lines, and felt proud and happy to be entrusied with such
brave and efficient soldiers. Hoed, having sgein logt three times as
meny a8 we, withdrew within his fortified lines. Our skirmishers e¢lear-
ed the field, and the Bpitle of Bzra Chureh was won} snd with this rosult
I sontented myselfs One officer who was @ little panie-strisken, ran
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with the firsi stiragglers t¢ Sherman and eried substantially, as I re-
member: *You've made & mistake in HePherson's suceomscy. Bvorything is
going to pieges 1"
Sherman said: "Is General Howard there 7"

¥ Yes, I suprose he is."

“Well, I'1l wait befure taking setion till I hear from
*him."*
50 Sherman gustained and trusted me, and I was content.

IX. COMNQLUSIONM.

When the war-spirit is upon Ug, a8 it wust be when we return to our
fields of conquests, we do not, I think, enouph emphasize what wes pain-
eéd by the War,

It is not enough to ery out that slavery was abolished. All our
institutions covered by the Constitfiion of the Uniied States and still
developing under its nourishing sunshine more and more yoar by year,
weére then at stake.

What were those institutions ? I Invé 10 reekon amonpg them Uee

%f Ameriean femily §
The Amorican Sechool f
The Amerigan Churghes _{
and
The Ameriean Ballot) -
We, my comrades, have given these; completed, rounded out, intagi to our
¢hildren, and I hope we have given to our ghildren also, we veterans,

the energy, the patriotismm, the spirit of self-sacrifige and the fearless

ity S T Sl g /

——
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from all querters
[lﬂng &8 selfishnesa

l{ thelr gositions

ations of the GCovornment are being shaken to its Ta1l.

But not geo! Mo, not mso 11} ™he children are worthy of their pare

unu/./ The very institutions we have given them prepare them for a

8trupgle againat every oplrosing fos.

They lemrm,- they think,- they wateh,=- they work ever with inereas-

ing energy and 8kill, and they will , if need be, even fight, as we did,

o jreserve to this eountry, to this eontinent and to mankind this glor-

i <
lous Covernment of mlfghtmnd and virtous Pevple.

Uy soul's inmost thought ilf thntkhia Hation, s Abraham Lingoln de-

fined it, is itself a plan of God which wicked men will not be allowed

to déestroy | |

Covernor's Island, HeYe,
September 25th 1804,

Major General ,
u. 8. ﬁmr-
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