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CHRISTIANITY 1IN THE ARNY,

.Hrsthr-n of the Convention: -

Your committee has assigned to me as &

i ——

subjeet " Chrdietienity in the Army". by this, I underastand that it

I'. v

\ t i desired or hoped by your committee to zain some knowledge tarough
ne of ihiFArmy of the United -tates a3 it now exists with regard :

pirst, to its status or Caristian ccndition in this time of

PELCe

seoond, as to waeller or not any help can be brought to

bettar that conditicn ;

ind Third, whetllher cor nob our Y. ke C. A Wethods could be

sffectually introduced as they have been here @nd "theres AMONg the ]

rallroad employeas of our couatry.

1st (&) As to Present Condition. d

————

fhe circumstances are in some respects the same as with

railroad employees. The zarrisons are scattered over ocur land frhm~x~.
" Za8t to West, and lorth to couth. We Lave thlrtyéfburhnhupltinhpuatl.-
; where chaplains are steationed and mere or less gfficient, but iLae
other posts, sixty in number, are rainly without religious exercises,

- - gspecially without provision for ithe soldaiers. Lany of the garrisons,

.



e o

\ A

_._;_____._:._____1;.:_____________"__"_____________ﬁ:r__.,__:___—__________“__.“___.___—_"“"”
T e e w3 e Rl AR Y Sl

Oin 1 2 3 4 5 6 |
J




I o

£ [4
|I|||I|||||||I|||||||||||Illl|1|!|I|||I||||l|||11|1|]||1‘1I|||I|||!|I||!|r|'|||||||||||||||||||||||||||I||

¥

&

9

£

.

49 ' D)

P

J,h%ﬁttcr. are near a city, village or hamlet where there are active

Ghriitiln'ahurches. and where nmore or less interest is taken in their
iilft:@;sndﬂriligionl privilsges kindly extended to those who have any
care for them.

(b) A Garrison or irmy Post.

In further consideringz the condition or status it may be
well to take an individual marrison feor specifie study. The army
here is represented in miniature. It has its commanding and staff
of ficers; 4t aas its companies, troors, or batteries with their
commigsioned offdicers. The officers have their families. The non-
commissioned officers ond employees, Ltheir familiea; the other anlis-
ted socldiers, for the most part, can Lave no famiiies near them,
living topether in thedr barracks, with very litile if any separation

from each otiaer or vrrivacy.

(e) Cur Heritage.

The''customs of aarviunﬁ, above and beyond =ll military
regquirements of law and retulatieni,have divided these people in all
their social relations, and this division can, I belisve, never be
broken while an army remains an army; 4t 4is an inheritance from
England and from our futhura;

Differing from England and most other nations, religion with

us is left to the individual conscience: and all suthoritiss are

—

. ‘q i
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particularly solicitous to aveid any interferance whatever with the

freedum of thought, belief and action of those under their charge.

This condition presents great difficulties Lo taose who would do

something for the conviction, conversion, salvation or subseguent
d@%nlupmnnt,uf men connected with the army. |

e The chaplaln himself, where there is one, is greatly
troubled. GSometimes e succeeds in gatiaering a few officers and
their families for social worship, but few, if any, soldiers. Some-
times ae succeeds in interesting the enlisted men and getiing them

to hear his lectures or sermoms; a very few chaplains obtain a

happier social worship in which many take part.

{d) Christian Officers.

’be social probplem in army circles is one, like the race
“rahlum :::m ms H.S) difficult to deal with., Whers the wmmanding

officer is a vositive and amctive Caristian man mand his chaplain.
like him, the Christian work of the garrison is easier, thouzh net.
then without iis difficulties and limitations; for as a practic;l
fact it is seldom the case that the different elements whioh I have
named can be so mingled as to work haprily and heartily topether.

Where there is no chaplain and the commanding officer is a

rositive and active Christian, he will when at all pessible, see to it

that the people under his charce have some sort of religious

T P S e s e RN St
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Privileges. There will at lsasti e & sunday ochocl for the ehildren,

and the soldiers will be granted, if practicable, n;partnniiy to
attend divine worsaip.

Cur Catioliec brethren generally find less difficulty with
their adherents in a garrison than do other Christians. Their pesople
are habitually more regzular and mere devoted and less inclined to
arictocratic differences in all that nertains to their public worship.

ihis is something that other Caristiens will have to learn from them.

Remaady.
In view of the hints that I have given as t¢ the present

status, Can any help h? orougat to bear Lo remedy what ie unfavorable

in our condition 7 A
Lo,
(6) Couneil of idministration,

Gen. Scuofield has suzcested svbstantially taat waat he would
¢all the " council of edministration" take under consideration tuie
religiocus wauls of the garrison and provide for them t¢ the extent of
such appropristicas as voanzress may from Liﬁﬁ 10 time zive for that
purpose. R '

“y this means, the rizat sort of literatiure could be provided,
rooms for a chapel set avart for relicicus @orvice, and clergymen of

fitneas and ability secursd. -ometimes our ablest men - ministers of
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Christ = could be employed during the few montihs of their vacation.

Casholics could have their own, and other Christians such minisﬂfra.nl
would suit them. In this wap, eve zerrison by ressonable aprroprria-
. Séime wAat
tions of Congress would bqqprnvidad for. {his I understand to be the
General’s recommendeation. Probably not interfering at all whoere thore
were cood chpledns adepted to the work of their posta.
These sugrestions aave commended themselves to my Jjudgment

a8 atl least an alleviation of the present want.

(£) in Emlarced and urganized Chaplainey.

Another provosition has been made by our cihanlains and wernly

urged by meny Caristian bodies to revise and extend the chaplaincy
itself until the whole field shall be coversd. After long observation
and m.ch thouzht, I am sorry to say that I am alfraid of this cfficial
method beceuse the chaplaincy 2as Leen made to appear Lo weary,
overworked, or sick clergymen as a haven of rest. These latter and &
their political frionds seck aprointments and too often obtain tiem,
whereas the chaplain best fitted is & man of strength and Lealii and
energy, wac understands fﬁlly what il is to lead a selfdenying, un=
selficsh Carietian life. ine chaplain above all cother 4hriﬁtian minis=-
ters wanis Lo be a man Lo coavert aaﬁll and to urbuild ard develop men

in the varistian Lousenold of fajth. Cf course it would bs deligatful

e — —— e et
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Lo have an enlarged and efficient charlaincy were it pdlitically

possible; but I sm afraid it is not.

‘o . (@) Pavorable C stances.

ES———

e —

It 18 a mistake to suprpome tlat the officers of the ATHY are

unchristisan. I do not beliove taat tne ma. jority of them are uncurisge
tian to-day.  They are neither irfidels nor athaists. iLose wio are
not in open communion with the churches in some of its Lranches are
generally like men outeide the zrmy = nc better, preriaps, aad no
wOorsae.

ihe army enforces obedience Lo rsculaticn and law. it re-~

strains from indulgence ir sinful Plessures. Its steady discirvline

and its morals attained tarcushout will compara favorably wita the same

of the reilroad bodies of employer and emploved.

It is a common mistake Lo supprose that there is ao gruay
amount of idleness in all the army in time of peace. wiy demands
much work every day, and tke soldier has but few hours of leisvre.

The officer cannot pass from zrade to grade witaout a severe and
serious examination. Almost never do we f{ind an officer of the army
an idle man ; yet, you say few seem t0 be pronounced and active Chris-
tian wen | Probably, however, the number of these is as rreat as among

other bodies of men - for oxample, the railrcad employees, the young

&
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mer in the schools and colleges, commercizl traveliers or tie medical
bodies. Comparisons, however, which esre irritatinge, are not neces-

sary. There is want everywhere in all these bodies and in all the
cehurches, of Christian ;ntivityt Absorption in business, or competi-
tion which involves.a strugsle for existence, a pitting of man azainst
-an, kanﬁ.tha mest of people from axdrcising_thu functions of that
Christian brotaerhood which in all our hearts we ardently desirs.
There is want everyvhore, and that want is strongly felt in
the army - the want of a betier realizaticn of the higher rrivileges

of Caristian manhood.

J_ (g) The Y. k. C. A. Nethod of Help.

How, perheps, our Y. s. O /. brethren have attained a method
that can reach the marrisons, bhowever distant, howsver remois. sut
it will not do to leave such a work Lo voluntary effort, Waal I would
rropose would be a judicioms seoretary, and the secretary should have
sufficient commensation to enable him to be freed fros the discharpe
of other duties. A secrstary who shall be 1liks your own secretaries,
e is cenerally a man wic understands how to deal with men and who is
£411led with the 1oly Spirit. GCometimes it would be rossible to find
& suitable Lieutenant who had belonged t¢ the Y. k. C. A. at West
Foint wheo would be willing to use his exire time for the erzanization

and the extension of your work; but even here it would be better to

e e e e N e
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obtniﬁ 2 civilian secretary of the right stamp o associate such a
Lieut. wita aimself, securing his aid and co-cperation. I would say
the same of any conscientiouvs commanding officer.

At Fortress nonroe, & Jquartermaster, Col. Bird, succeeded in
gathering an sxcellent Association, but he would have been much aided,
and his -ufk prebauly been doubled, could he have ahad a“ﬁafburton“
with him to devote his whole time and attention to the ﬂhriutign work
of the garrison at Fortreazs sLonroe.

The secretary of the richt sort would manage to heve Chris-
tian teaching for the non-cormmissioned officers and their families;
the employees and taeir famildes ; and the officers and their families
Would this young man be better for the werk than a chaplain 7 I think
he would at any parrison for the reason of ais enlarged position. Le
would intwoduce rure rlaces of resort; pleasant reading rooms; inter~
esting Sible classes; attractive Gospel meetings; well cerpanized
Christian work. ke and the uhaplain;#nara thors R.‘E’.S‘?:. Jreuld co~oper-
ate. It is diffioult for a chaplain, if Le is a Roman Catholic to
pather together all persuasions. It is no less difficult for a
Wethodist, baptist, Presbyterian, Congrezationalist, Episcopalian to
do soj bul the Y. i. C. A, secreiary, constently meking en effort to
reach absolute Catholicity and Laving no denominaticnael fetters to his
feot will menage Lo resci and cerry benefits and ble-sings, if not Lo

all; to very many of every kird, of every namwe. [here is nothing

e e e e e e e v a2 AT LT e e s S e s i o 1 g P g
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batter than bona fide Catholicity.

dth. concluding Romarka,

It is difficult to speak of the army or of Christianity

in the army, without being misunderstood. There are scwe things

or kKnown
that can only be properly Jjudged, from the inside, - from exvrerience

It is so with all that pertains to our holy religion, seripture
itself cannot be understood by any man uniil his heart is chanred.
Then things that were dark become light., When an officer or a soldier
shall have moved out of the darkness into the Light, them he will
understand way it is ﬁhat ycu have been so anxious, so zealous that
something be done to bring the Light of ¥ruth within the reach of

every soul in every garrison of our little army.
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CHRISTIANITY IN THE - ARMY,

Brethren of the Convention: -

Your committee has assigned to me as a
subject " Christianity in the Army™, By this, I undarstahﬂ that it
is desired or hoped by your committee to gain some knowledga.taruugh
me of the Army of the United States as it now exists with regard : |

Pirst, to its status or Christian condition in this time of
reace ;

second, as to whether or not any help can be brought to

o
better that conditicn ;

And Third, whether or mob our Y. M €. A. Wethods could be
uffactually introduced as they have been hare and there among the

rallroad employees of our country.

18t (a) As to Present Condition.
__— Ty

—_—

The circumstances are in some respects the same as with

railroad employees. The zarrisons are scattered over our land from

Zast to West, and North to South. We have thirty-four chaplain posts

where chaplains are stationed and more or less efficient, but the

other posts, sixty in number, are mainly without relipious éxercises,

‘@specially without provision for ithe soldiers. kany of the zarrisons,
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however, are near s city, village or hamlet where there are active

- ;uhriltiln'chuidﬁ-s. and where more or less interest is taken in their

,1i1ftr3,and religious privilezes kindly extended to¢ those who have any

care for them.
(b) A Garrison or Army Post.

In further -considerinz the eondition or status it may be

_well to take an individual garrison for specifi¢ study. IThe army

hﬂré is represented in miniature. It has its commanding and staff

officers; it has its companies, troops, or batteries with their

commigsicned officers. the officers have their families. The non-

conmissioned officers and employess, their families; the other enlis-
ted soldiers, for the most part, can have no famiiies near them,
living tozether in their barracks, with very little if any separaticn

from each otaer or privacy.

(e) cur Heritage.

The'customs of service above and beyond all military
requirements of law and raaulation%)h&va divided these people in all
thaiy gsocial relations, and this division can, I believe, never be
broken while an army remains an army; it is an inheritance from
England and from our fathers.

Differing from Enzland and most other nations, religion with

us is left to the individual conscience; and all autaorities are
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ﬁnrti&ﬁltrlr solicitous to aveid any interferance whatever with the
frusdnm of thought, belief and action of those under their charge.
This condition presents great difficulties Lo those wao wouvld do
something for the convietion, conversion, salvation eor subsequent
development of men connected witi the army.

{de chaplain himself, where there is one, is rreatly
troubled. aomniimun he sucoeeds in rathering a few officers and
their familiss for sccial worship, but few, 1f any, soldiers. Some-
tim.a"hq“guanaaﬁﬂ in interestinz the enlisted men and getiing them
to hesar his lectures or seruons; & very few chaplains obtain a

happier sociel worship 4n wihica many take part.

() Christian (fficers.

the social propiem in army circles is one, like the race
problem.apton s ws, difficult toc deal with. Where the ammanding

officar 15 2 vositive and active Caristisn man and his chaplain.
like him, the Christian work of the gerrison is easier, tiocugh not
then without its difficulties and limitations; feor as a pracbin;l
fact it is seldom the case that the different elements which I have
named can 5- s0 minsled as to work happily and heartily together.

¥hsre there 135 no chaplain and the commanding officer is =

positive and active Charistian, he will when at all possible, see to it

that the people under Lis charce have some sort of religious
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\Privileges. There will at least be a Sunday Gchool for the children,

lﬂd the soldiers will be granted, if practicable, opportunity to

attend divinea worship.
Cur Catholic brethren generally find less difficulty with

their adherents in & garrisomw than do other Christians. Their reople
are habituzlly more rezular and more devoted and less inclined to
arictooratic diffarences in all that pvertains to their rublic worship.

Tnis is something that othaer Caristians will have Lo learn from them.

2nd. Remedy.

In view of the hints that I have given as to the present
status, Can any hLelp be brougit to bear to remedy what is unfavorable

in our condition 7

(e) Couneil of fdministration.

Gen. Scnofield has sugmeatc& substantially taat what he would
eall the " council of administration" take under consideration the
religious wants of the garrison and provide for them to the extent of
such approvriaticns as Congress may f&um time to time give for that
purnose.

oy this means, the rizht sort of literature could be providsd,
rooms for a caapel set apart for religicus cervice, and clercymen of

fitness and ability secured. Sometimes our ablest men - ministers of
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ghrist - could be employed during the few months of their wvacation.

Casholics could have their own, and other Christians such ministers as

would suit them. In this wap, every garrison by reasonable appropria-
Som e wAQY

tions of Congress would bﬁ1providad for., This I understand to be the

General’s recommendation. Probably not interfering at all where there

were zood ca plains adapted Lo the work of their posts.

These suggestions .ave commended themselves to my Judgment

a8 at least an alleviation of the present want.

(£) in Enlarged and CUrganized Chaplaincy.

Another provosition has been made by our chaplains and warmly

urged by many Christian bodies to revise aznd extend the chaplaincy
itself until the whole fisld shall be covsered. After long cbhservation
and mich thounent, I am sorry to say that I am afraid of thig cfficial
method because the chaplaincy nas been made to appear to ﬁaary,
overworked, or sick clerzymen as & haven of rest. These latter and ik
their political friends seek aprointmante and too cften obtain them,
whereas the chaplain best fitted is a man of strength and health and
energy, who understands fully what it is to lead a selfdenying, un-
selfish Christian 1ife. The chaplain above all octher Christian minis-
ters wants to be a man to coavert souleé and to urbuild and develop men

in the Christian household of faith. Cf course it would be delightful
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tc have an enlarged and efficient chaplaincy were it pélitically

pocsiple; but I am afraid it is not.

... lg) Favoreble Circumstances.

"It is a mistake to supvose that the officers of the army are.

. anechristian. T do not believe that the majority of them are unciris-

tian lo-day. fhey are neitioer infidels nor atheists, Those who are
fiot in open compunion witk the churches in some of its vranches.are
wonerally like men gutside the army -« no bestter, narhnna,,aﬂ&'no
worse. L

‘“he army enforces obedisnce Lo rsgulation and law. It re-
straine from 1ndu}ganca in sinful pleasures. Its steady discipline
and its morals attained throuzhout will compare favorably with the aamg
of the railroad bodies of employer and employed.

It i=s a common mistake to suprose that there is a zreat

amouvnt of idleness in all the army in time of peace. Duty demands

much work every day, and the soldier has but few hours of lasisure.

* The officer cannot pass from zrade to zrade witaout a severs and

serious examination. Almost never do we find an officer of tihe army
an idle man ; yet, you say few seem to be pronounced and active Chris-
tian men ! Probably, however, the number of these iz as rreat as among

other bodies of men - for example, the rallroad smployees, the young
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men in the schools and colleges, commercial travellers or the medical
bedies. Comparisons, however, wihlch are irritating, are nct neces-

sary. fhere is want everywhere in all Lhese bodies and in all the
churcaes. of Christian activity. Absorption in business, or competi-

" tion whiech involves a strugesle for existence, a piiting of man against
man, keep the most of veople from exercising the functions of tast
Christian brotherhood which .in 211 our hearts we ardently dsairs.

There 13 want everyvhere, and that want 1s strongly felt in
the army - the want of a better realization of the higher privileges

of 5hr1atiin manhood.

é “E} Tha Y. ¥ Gy A fi"'t-Eﬂli Q‘i_. j;ﬂ]&r

Kow, perhaps, our Y. . C. /. brethren have attained a meihod
that cen raach the rarrisons; however distant, howavaer remote. Hut
it will not do to leave such a work to voluntary effort. Waat I would
propose would be a judicious secretary, and the secretary Should have
sufficient compensation to enable hinm to be freed from the discharpge

of tther duties. A seoretary who shall be liks vour own asecretariss.

-;'ﬂn is ~emerally a man who understands how to deal with men and who is

filled with the woly Spirit. Sometimes it would be possible to find
& suitable Lieutlenant who hed belonged to the ¥. k. G. A. at VWest
Point whe would be willing to use his extra time for Las organizabion

and the extension of vour work; Dbut even hers ii would be batter to
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obtain a civilisn secretary of the right stamp to assoeiate such a
I would say

Lieut. with himself, securing his aid and co-operation. ;

the same of any conscientious commanding officer.

At Tortress Lonroe, a quartermaster, lol. bird,'sucoaa&sd in
zathering an excellent Association, but he would have been much aided,
and his work probably been doubled, could he have had a"Warbvurton!

with him to devote his whola time and attentior to the christian work

of the garrison at Yortress Lonroe.

fhe secretary of the right sort would manage to have Chris-
tian teaching for the non-commissioned officers and their families;
the employees and their families ; and the officers and their families
Wﬁéld this younz man be better for the work than a chaplain 7 I think
a4e would at any garrison for the reason of iis enlarzed rosition. Le
would int;-dnu- pure places of resort; pleasant reading rocms; inter-

eat;ng sible classes; attractive Gospel meetings; well organized
we re

Ghriﬂtian work. He and the chtplain)wha:u thare e nna}would cO=0Per -

ate. It is difficult for a chaplain, if he is a Poman Catholic to
gzather together all persuasions. It is no less difficult for a
Wethodist, baptist, Presbyterian, Congregationalist, Episcoralian to

do s0; but the Y. i. C. A, secrstary, constantly making an effort to
reach absolute Catholicity and havine no denominationel fetters to¢ his
feet will manape to reach and carry benefits and bleusings, if not to

all, to very many of every kind, of overy nane. There 1s nothing
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