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Grisw:ﬁd lh a sfation on the railroad that runs from
iMacon 10 Savannah and is teﬁ%{rcm idacon. The village
proper, named Grigwoldville, is a few hundred yards from ihe
station.

To ‘"'.u. ovt the battle of Grisvioldville, one may 4o &0
more easily by ;-z.?iug; first a slight sketeh pf our general
operailions. Remember, Atlanta has been wom; then saved; then

g

right wing, i. @, the Army of the Tennesse, about 33,000. strong

and its ashes abandoned. Sherman’s

1

(depopulated

the ISth of

under my oommand, had left VWhitehall near Atlanta,

Hovember, 1804, ; ' 3

Kilpatrick's ce.valz;'_,f, about 5,000 horsemen, had report-
: A b wLbFIL-&H

ed to me and were aenthto clear my front and wateh uy rignht
flank ag ve wandered southward. &
Till November, the ISth, to all appearances, ve were
b il . i b M .
sueeping on toward Macon; then-first wee infaniry oy a tuny 10

/ the left crpssed to the Hast of the Occmulgee by ponioon oridges.

The stéep ‘and smddy banks were bolhersome. The cavelrv followed

and &g sdont’ a8 over (hé river 4gain turned down the first roads
e

tovard Bast Lh:_imn. The amy afier ula.mbﬁ't‘iﬂ%&u.l the east

bank o,i"t.l'aa ri';-‘ver, made straight for a station on the ilacon and
I ] T

§ i ! M 3 » i s
Savanfigh I. Ry called Gordon. #= irainsy ineluding hllﬂatr‘lﬂﬂis

st;'é‘t.cﬁad ﬂui‘,were thirty-geven miles long. To g2t these Vagong
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parked" at Gordon without accident was e problem.

reer A
Osterheus, commanding IS5th corps, was on the right. He

strueck the iacon and Savannah R. R. early the 22nd of Novewber.
' M

Then, turning back a little toward East Macon, he ‘L{JluAUL-H.
Chas. R. Woods to wateh out that way with his division and help
Kilpatriek, for mueh Confederate foroe, i{:rhaps 9,000, strong
of infantry and cavalry and artillery ':I'.f:.“...';& ragart.eu 4s alraady
over the Ocmulgee in East iagon _and proposing to attack some-

‘' thinge . They mizht at leagt cateh our long, shaky trains and

-

eut them assunder. Gen. Voods u‘s.‘-aﬁ:: his orders from Usterhaus,

/ A
e ha::::;Ptoﬁk up a strong position near a .church; then he

sent thither one brigade, his ‘second, Brig. Gen. C. C. Walcutt,

ecommanding, with total present for duty, I,5I3 men. Walcuti

nad also two eannon of the Ist sidchigan. Just then, at the

: e g
.L‘% z s

start, the Confederates vere driving m&al part of lfllpagg.ek‘s
A A

cavalry. Wood, thereupon,sent Waleutt that way past ihe station

of Grisviold.,

i
i

E walry aid infantry kept skirmishing inh a lively
[0 S MWQM

fann=rtill Osterbaiis naturally thought Waloutt had gone far

anau;;f.. He instructed Woods to draw him back to, Dancan’s farm
' nea.r-a:: to Lis au'ggax'tin; Division. HKere they found abundant

trees and some Very convenient swamps, impassible, except at a

few goint;,. Here "i.‘a.luutt.hc];nse tl-z;‘?fr_ed;_}e of a wood with open
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ground in front of him; and throwing up the usual cover of
‘rails and logs, while some of Kilpatrick's men guarded the more
distant sweeps beyond the swainps, he made & long and extraordi-
nagy barrier for his foes, should they dare ito venture into his
dangerous regzion. Those lﬁlﬂilﬁn behind that barrier with two
gannon to ¢over the approagheés by using iron hail were more
than eyual to ID,000. opponents however determined they might
be.

As near as I cen vork outi the detail of order from the
report, the regiments went into position from left to right as

follows : (Second Brigade )

%

hio.,_aIB enlisted meén. Lt., Col. I. N. Alexander, Com'd'g.

.I‘t'h Iova, 177 ."‘-m‘ ' Maj. W. H. Clune "
l,;mj _ ML 0 aj, A Willison :
'.‘:9'?'{1;;.'111&. ',35‘6 A . Col. R. F. Catterson ,
100th,X8d. 827 * '  iaj, R, M. Johnson "
40th 111, 206  * * . Lieut Col. N. W. Hall ;
{2nd Brigede) reinforce.
: ]

12th Ind. enlisted men Maj. Elbert D. Balduin

A seotion of artillery, battery *B* Ist iich, Capi.

Albesrt F. R. Amdt, comfanding.  The two pieces (i. e. the sec-

E e — -
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tion) were located on the east side of the field near the road
and near the middle of the line, probably but partially coverad
by Eu‘lE‘?m)\'t; early in the action they had to be withdrawn on
account of the enemies' fire becoming verv destruetive to men
and horses.
.ﬁtM |

Gen. ‘r‘»‘nods}fays : KIWQIied to Col. urray ifor
Eome cavelry to cover the flanks; he kindly sent a reziment to
each flank, eoverad and watched the erossing of the swamp.*
This was during the b&ttla.g" That, then, was the preparation on
%reummaw to Lh; battle ealled 'Griswnldville"m
s-:::?;timaf:ﬂuncm's fa.m;{ Before finishing the ‘i’%ﬁt from our

points of observation, 1let us look at the other side,

General Gustavus W. Spith was an assistant professor in
sngineering at West Point the last vear of uy cadet temn,
{1853 & 4 ) and taught our class. He, though guite a young

officer, bhad been before that iLime twice brevetted for pallantrv

and merit in the Mexican War. He was a self-respecting dignified

man of merked ability. He had left the army and was trying his
skill in eivil pursuits, holding just before the War the offige
of street commissioner in New York City, when the secession

took him south. General Snith was in the neighborhood of idacbn

e e e i nm o am R - S —
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the 15th of Novamber, 1864, when = s2t out from Atlanta toward S
Savannah. His :;.tory,au.t.eci Deec. 4th ,W at Savannah, addressed
to Gen., Hardee, has interested me greatly, and I think that part
of it touching Griswoldville will be of value to the veterans of
Wiood's division, especially of Waleutti's brigade. Fere—tsilew
seme—extracEa—= Here is his record:

@eml:-

ﬁ * On the I2iL of October last, I received at Macon a
telegram from General Hood direeting me to assemble as rapidly as
possible all our available forees in that vicinity and make a
demonstraetion on Atlanta as soon as the néeessary transportation
could be proeured. Under this order, I in a short time had at
Lovejoy's Station a foree numbering about 2,800 effective
muskets, three batteries of Confederate artillery and between
200 -md 300 loeal reserve cavalry. The whole foroe was under my
conmand, much the larger portion of infantry belonging to the
First Division of Geor;ia Militiar Finding this foree inadejuate

to make a direct assault upon Atlenta, garrisoned as it then was,

General Hood suggested that I should, if practicable, cross the

Chattahoochee and destroy the line of reilrgad between that

river and Etowah. For various reasons vwhich were submitted to

Generals Beauregard and Hood ( and by them approved), it vas

deemed neither practicable nor expedient to make a airect attack
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upon Atlante, or upon the railroad line, as suggested; so myv

co.mand continued in observation near Atlanta, preventing the
[t Mo tssiin- Sotbirss]

end.-ng\from Faragim;‘anu keeping them in their line of works

supporting EPErigadier-General Iverson who had just in advance

of us _ two brigades ofcavalry.

(

On the night of the I2th of November, Major-General Vheeler,

of the cavalry, reached uy headguarters, a.:zut.anﬂn aft.ar' the

advance of his forces from Alabaina began to arrive. On the I5th
L

Lk
of November the en.Ei,;yAnmvea‘i out from Atlants and advanced upon

ug with his whole foree, viz, the Fifteenth Seventeenth, and

Twentieth Corps, with artillery and cavalry, whieh was soon
& (120 B v o) Plese )
aftar‘m}m:e l’-‘m..rteenth‘A- ir¥eavalry were driven that

aft2moon ‘from Jonesburgh to Lovejoy's” and at Wark I moved
my foree back to Griffin, at which place we had fortifications,
and I fept ve could there check the enemy should he advance
/ :
dirsctly uponius,

i

Un the afternoon of the ICth it was ascertained that the
great mass of the enemy's forees had woved through ieDonough, on
the direet road from Atlanta to Macon, at which latter place
4]
there vas at that time no garrison. At dark on the same dav I(Q-h""""_)
left Griffin and warched iy command to Forsvtih, a distance of

thirty-five miles in twenty-four hours. Leaming thati the Jnem}'fk :

were crossing to the east bank of the Cemelpges Ruver, I myved
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the commana 10 Macon, and about that time received orxders [ron
Geﬁ, Beaurezard to report by letter to Lisutenant-General Tayvlor.
All of my command except the Georgia militia and two

regiments of State Line troops, whieh reported to me just before
leaving Lovejoy's were at this time f.uz{pd over to Major-General
Cobb.  The defense of a portion of the line around iacon, on the
west bank of the Ocuumlgee, was assigned to the foree still left
in uy comend., FBefore the troops were fairly in position, orders
were received to cross the river and oecupy a wsition covering
East iacon. This movement occupied the whole night. Soon after
. davlight next morning ny fi&e brigades we;e in the respective
positions assigned them, no two being in the same part of the

field.

During tyhe ::.orning of ionday, the 2Ist, the Firsi Brigade,
mmdé"%m#pem‘;;a" instruetions, given direet to the golonel
commanding, were sent along the line of the Central Railroad
with orders Lo move as rapidly as possivle, either by rail or

otherwise, to the city of Aupusta. In the afternoon of the

same day, Andsrson's battery of artillery was assigned to the

nilitis, and you directed me to move as soon as possible with

this batteéry, the Second, Third and Fourth Prigades of nilitia,

and the two regiments of the State Line, to Augustia. They moved

Tuesday morning in the dirsetion of Griswoldville, with orders
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to halt theére and await further instruetions {rom me."

The second battery in the battle was »robably from the

confedarate Cavalrv.

*Arrangements faj' transprtation of ammnition and supplies
detained me a few hours in ldaceon, which place you_ had left off

A

the evening previous. Lieutenant-General Taylor arrived tlere
on the morning of the "Eny In{'g nation having been received :
showing very clearly that a much larger foree nf% enemy was
near the city than was supposad when you gave the oprders for my

Cey

Lroops tc.- move, he (Taylor) authorized me to unrect thmjd.n

return, & orders reached them on the eve of an engagement with

vhat was supposed to be a small foree of the eneny. Notwithstand

ing my order to avoid an engagement at that place and time, a

ecollision occurred ,we being the attacking party; and though !
the officers and men behaved with great pgallantry, they failed

to carry the works of the eneny, but held a position within 130

yards of their line until after dark, when they were withdrawn to

idacon LY ny oprder. The First Brigade of militia were . not engaged,

ha.vin;_: passed that point in the execution of Orders given by

W Lajor Cook, commanding the Athens and Augusta battal-
‘ions, moving under orders direet from yourself, was upon the

ground and engaged in this aetion.

Our loss was & little over 600, being wore than one-fourth

of ihe effective imskets we lad in the engagement. Several of

the best field officers of the coumand ware kxilled or wounded.
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It is evident now that our men were opposed by the laraer

Codlubhouwat) AL
portion of one uﬂrgs/\of the enemy, while another was marching
from Clinton in their rear;, and I consider the troops were verv
fortunate in being withdrawn without disaster. Liﬁut.:’j_@:.xﬂ-
General Tavlor, having become satisfied that the eneny vere )
leaving the vieinity of lacon, directed me 1o move my command on
Friday morning by rail to Albany; thence march {0 Thomasville;
theéence by reil to Savannal.,
In his report 1o Lisutenant-Genzral Taylor, who arrived at

dMacon the day of the battle, General Swith has given his

compand, to wit i

Effective muskets (sent from Jonesboro ) 1900
Regerves of all kinds 1200
Two batteries ( a "battalion probably 200 ) 200
State line troops 400

Aetual fighting men with rifles and suskets 3700

Allowing 700 for the {irst brigade whieh left for Aupgusta
the 2Ist of Novamber we have 3000, 'effectives! including two
batteries of artillery; besides the foree Wheeler left back,
namely, Col. Chas. C. Crew's gavalrv brigade, whose cavalry
vwas without doubt ;r.ha.t whieh partieipated in the e2ngagements in

the vieinity of Griswoldville. At any rate wy conelusion is
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{rom their -.wmﬁ.ccamlta compared with ours, that there were, on
the ground, or within supporting dlstance, an aggregate of
Confederates, at least 4000 strong against our aggregate of all

amg on the field of 2500.

¥We can now é‘um?!'si: i story of the battle: Catterson's
aceount 1s the most griphic  as follows : "He' (the word he
oA A ==

standing for u.}\hﬂst] Vias soon discovered emerging ifrom the woods

cibidny
about 800 yards from our position, and rapidly Jnning across an

open field toward us in three lines of battle, sither of which
¥ -

more than =====d our bripade f{ront." ‘r'-"al:.:}t.t. Just then caused

Arndt to fire his two cannon. He was Juickly replied % by four

Napoleons irom the front and right not more than 800 vards avay.

Their Tirst shot struck and damaged a gaisson; susketry could

reacn our men and horses so that W&lWL soon retired his artil-

lery,  Catterson proceeds :" On came the enewy, endeavoring to
i ]

galn possession of & ravine running parallel to and about I00

Yards from our front; but the fire was so terrible that, ere

he reached it, many of his number were stretched upon the Plain.

7 L4
It was at this moment that Cen. Wala‘tt réceived a severe wound

and was compelled to leave the field .' Catterson soon called foy

help for fear that his right flank might be turned. Baldwin's

12th Ind. and Murray's squadron of cavalry came at call. Dut

the battle was nearly over, one man wounded and Adjutant Park’s

L—'.—lid'l;—.."__ et 5 3 o &

T
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Liorse shot under him were all of Baldwin's casualties.
Catterson winds up his acoount thus :* The battle commencad at
200 D, m. and lasted until sunset. During the 2ngagement the
enamy made three separate charges, and were as often repulsed

with terrible slaughter.®

H‘--‘-_- 3 #
Gen. Woods foots up his losses "I3 killed, 79 wounded and

tvwo missing * total 93.

Of the enemy's loss, he says " as neéar as could be ascer-

Qo
tained vithout actual count”, 300 killed and over 700 viounded.

N

Gen, G. W, Smith puts his loss ag a little over 600, This is @s
near as the Union and confederate, opposed in battle, ever came
together in estimating losses. That battle was hance affair.

ot Fo~f¢

Nt o U 5 : !
It ig difficulg to ascertain who was in command of the four

Confedsrate brigades. It might have been ,-',La.jnr-G_enara.l P, J.
Phillips who wag reported by prisoners as slain on that field, ==
end it might have been BrigadiereGeneral Robert H. Andersom, who
vwas there and wounded. Gen. Smdth was delayed in Hacon while

his comnand was hastening on toward Augusta. How Tavlor, ¥heeler ,

Cobb or himself could have imagined that their brigades could

have gone on to Aggusta after their experiepees of the 20th and
2Ist of November between ifacon and Clintnn_,ur Gordon is a nyvstery.

Surely they knew before the 22nd that two Corps of our Ay of
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the Tennegee were across all their roads of egress toward Atlanta,
Willegeville, Augusta and Savannah.
L
. ; M
Viben sent forward, Gen Wood's report, I put em Nov. 27th/G4
R S R | = -

this endorsement : The within was received subsequent to making
gy report. The enzagement was of a more severed character, and
our loss a little greater than the information led me to supposey
but fortunately the enemy attacked us at the very point where we
were prepared, so that with g foree only about ohe-thiird as
large as that of the enemy he was 50 completely defeated that he
has troubled (us) no more in that quarier. I renew my commenda-

tions of the brigade cormander and others engaged on that day.

tfully,
: 0. 0. HOWARD,

é \ Major-General.-# i
&_." ;_.-

This story would not be yuite complete without my letter of
the 23rd q}-NovEmher L0 Major-General Osterhaus, commanding the
I5th Army Corps ;

General -

I take sleasure in congratulating the brigade of
General Walcutt, of General Wood's division of the Fifteenth

Corps, on its complete sucoess in the action of yesterdey.

CVMEC OIS Do e T R G
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never was a better brigade of soldiers. I am exesedingly sorry
———— -\:“
= that any of our brave men sbould fall™and for the sufferings of
F = e | .
= those that wre wounded. The thanks of the army are doubly due
_E t0 them. I tender .y sympathy through vou to the brave and
- excellent commander of the brigade, Bripadier-General Walcutt.
= It 1= hoped that his wound may not disable him.
—
= Yery respectfully , your obedient servant,
P 0. 0. HOWARD,
L major-Ganeral.
=5 Cordunroy
= we marched over rough places and jJolgd along roads, vei all
= A i qqt.ﬁtbw
— our wounded(? his battle were transported\to Savannah without
do— i
= any loss 6f en route.
w—
- 4
o—
i




wp
H:hlsittriml ]

I

=

:|1i1hhl|l|||||||i|1|l|||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||I|||I|||I1||F|[||||||||||||||a|

£

¥

g

9

| 4
|
|
I

o

et




	M91B40F034i001
	M91B40F034i002
	M91B40F034i003
	M91B40F034i004
	M91B40F034i005
	M91B40F034i006
	M91B40F034i007
	M91B40F034i008
	M91B40F034i009
	M91B40F034i010
	M91B40F034i011
	M91B40F034i012
	M91B40F034i013
	M91B40F034i014
	M91B40F034i015
	M91B40F034i016
	M91B40F034i017
	M91B40F034i018
	M91B40F034i019
	M91B40F034i020
	M91B40F034i021
	M91B40F034i022
	M91B40F034i023
	M91B40F034i024
	M91B40F034i025
	M91B40F034i026
	M91B40F034i027
	M91B40F034i028

