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The Frofession of Arms as a Career.

The writer of this artiele a siort time azo opened a volume made
up of "ifilitary Gazettes® issued in New York in 1860 and 6I, and turn-
ing over the leaves, while thinking of the Amy, as affording a career
to yﬂunﬁ men, caught sight of Carlyle's caricature oft the Armmy's
business.

After his soldiers, French and Eritish, in a supposed
battle, had "blovn the souls out of each other®, Carlisle asked sig-
nificantly: "Had these men eany quarrel ? No. Busy as the Devil is,
not the smallest. They lived far enough apart. Were they entirely
strangers ? Nay, in so vide a universe, there was even unconsciously,
by commerce, some rmutual helpfuliMess between them. How then ? Simple-
ton. Their governors had fallen out; and instead of shooting one

another, had the eunning to make thege poor blockiieads shoot."

This paragraph, whieh is an epitome in the concret.e,__,fﬁ;m,
of the arguments of non-resistants, or as I like to call them "extreme
peace men", detemmined me in the outset to attempt a brief discussion

o

of the rightness of the career itself.

I. The Rightness of the Career.
(a) The objeet of our Amy.

The object of an ary with us is not necessarily, in the
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main to conduet campaigns and fight battles, nor to take humen life.
As the city poliee must wateh over the eity and guard it against all
sorts of danger, being ready with its Weapons of offense or defense,
to strikeé when other devices faily; so our amy watches against
cértain dengers to t:e republie, giving nerve and strength to the
Executive,- helping 10 restrain wild Indians, to capture mistaken
herds of tramps, or to guiet mob-violence aimed against the common
weal, or, wiih naval help, 0 hold back a Public eneny; but ready,
of course, like the effective city police to strike at cormand, when
the Commander-in-chief, with the soversign nation behind him, has
come to the last resort of human expedients for guarding the Nation's

life or its honor.

(b) Is War ever Right.?

A few months ago, in a large gathering of strong men and
devout women, there was a publie discussion of this Juestion: " Is
war itself ever right ?' The argument of all those who answered "War
s never right", took this positive fomm: War is weong; wrong in
itself; therefore the support given to it by praises of its deeds
and peons to0 its heroes, by public reminders of its gl?ny'and its
vietories, angt by enduring monuments raised in its honor, calculated
as they are to beget and foster a wrong spirit in the minds of the

people, especially of the young, is deceptive and injurious and tends
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L0 block the wheels of genuine progress. We will not
hesitate to look this objection to war squarely in the face. Indeed,
it will not do, even in self-justifieation, $o0 uphold a wrong princi-

ple. Soon or late the right is bound to prebail,
(e) The Assertions of English Writers.

Jonathan Dymond, an English writer, long ago put his postu-

. lates against all war, with at least great cleamess. “No one®, he

asserts, "pretends to applaud the morals of an awmy, and as for its
religion, few think of it at all. A soldier is depraved, even to a
proverb. The faet is too notorious to be insisted upon that
thﬂusands'wha had filled their stations in life with propriety, and
been virtuous from srineiple, have lost,by a military career, both the
practice and the regard of morality; and when thev have become habit-
uated to ihe viees of war, have laughed at their honest and plodding
brethren who are still spiritless enough for virtue or stupid enough
for pigy.' FEven the dauntless John Knox condenses his censures thus:
‘It happens unforiunately, that profligacy, libertinism and infidelity
are thought by weaker nminds alinost as necessary a part of a soldier's
uniform as his shoulder knot. To hesitate at an oath, to deeline
intoxication, to profess a regard for religion would bé almost as

ignominious as to refuse a challenge."’
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(d) Charles Sumer's Argument.

Un our side of the Atlantie, fifty vears ago in Foston on ¥R

ibe 4th of July, whieh he denominated the Sabbath of the Nation,

Charles Swmer gave a public oration, subjeet, " The True Grandeur of

Nations." Sumner said eonceming this effort: " iMen seldom make more
than one exhaustive speech, the others become more or less modifica-

tions of it; that on "The Grandeur of Nations" was iy ﬁpggch.'

Indeed, Clay has none recorded more ornate; and Webster %
excel some portions of this in strength of statement or grandsur of
style. Were it not »ossible to appeal from Sumner's utterances made
in peace times t0 Sumner Limself when adding sinews to a gigantie viar,
vie wiould hardly venture to quote him. Near the beginning of his ora-
tion he asked: ' Can there be in our age any peace that is not honor-
able, any war that is not dishomorable 9° IH& proceeded: " The true
honor of & nation is eonspicuous only in deeds of justiee and benefi-
nencé, securing and advaneing human happiness. In the colear eve of
that Christian judgment, which must vet prevall, vain are the vieto-
ries of war, infamous its spoils. He is the benefactor and vorthy of
honor, who earries comfort to w?atchedness, dries the tears of sorrow,
relieves the unfortunate, feeds%the hungry, clothes the naked, does
Justice, enlightens the ignorant, unfastens the fetters of the slave,
and finally by virtuous genius in art, literature, science, enlivens
and exalts the hours of life; or by generous example inspires a love

for God and man., This is the Christian hero; this is the man of
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in a christian land. He is no benefactor nor worthy ﬁf hono
hﬂnuf,*whataver his worldly renown, whoge life is absorbed in bru

foree, and who renounces the'greaﬁ law of Christian trotherhood, whose
voeation is blood.

Well may old Sir Thomas Iiruvm'&_ exelaim: * The world does not
know its greatest men, for,thus far, it has chiefly honored the
violent brood of battle, armed men springing up from the Dragon?s

teeth sown by Hate, and cared little for the truly good men, children

~of love, guiltless of their country’s blood, whose‘steps on carth are

noiseless as the angel's ving, "

Sumner?s picture of the soeial fostering f the war spirit
is th.is;"'.l‘he mother rocking the infant on t:eﬁr knee stamps the imape of
w&r upﬂﬁ. 5. tender mind, at that age more tender ihan wax; she
Aurses his slumbers with its wusie; pleases his waking hours with
its stories, and seleets from his playthings the plume and the sword.
----- And when the youtl becomes e man, his countrv invites his
services and holds before his bewildered imagination the prizes of

worldly hongr.®

g Permit one more sketch:® Peaceful citizens voluntser to

appear as soldiers, and affeet in dress, ams and deportment what is

called the pride; pomp and eircumstanee of Glorious Var. "

Now, the prineiple underlying Summer’s graphie ohrases, the
real basis of his argument azainst war, is thus stated: ' If it is

vrong and inglorious when individuals consent and agree to d& termine

(%
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their petty controversies by combat, it must be eyually vrong and
inglorious when nations consent and agree to deternine their vaster

controversies by combat."

(e) WVar is Summizht.

Notice that by this comparison, war is shovn as the fault
of Nations. 1Is all this true ? itust the soldier blush to wear his
uniform, hide his battle flag, and stirive to forget the names of the
engagements in whieh he in defense of his country's integrity partie-
ipated ? idust his helting gait and battle scarred body be regarded
as a pitiable deformity and his children be tauzht to reckon him with
robbers and asaﬁs ? Unquestionably not. In opposition to peace
at-any-price advocates, we are not necessitated to assert that war
is right.. War is a contest- the final arbitrament, according to
the best existing national agreement - between nations or states, or
between parts of the same nation or state. waged for various causes.
g :

I% is sometimes right and sometimes wrong. One party to the contro-
versy may be right and the other wrong:, or each party may be partly

rijht and partly wrong.

(f) VWhen Life may be Taken.

The taking of human life is not neécessarily opposed to
loses® law, which our Lord more strongly restated, viz: " Thou shalt

( {
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7 ( (a
not avenge or bear any grudge against the children of thy people, but
thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself." The history of the

Israelites in peace and war shows its interpretation. All the law

mv*actice always justified the taking of life in self defense, A

i
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man without guilt might strike the might robber or assassin. To the

government, life was forfeited for meny crimes. To Joshua, a princely

leader, the sane Jehovah who pave the law entrusted a mighty army to
seize and possess the land of promise. Behold his eommission: " Be

strong and of good courage: be not afraid, neither be thoam ig,_smved:

'

for the Lord thyv God 1s with thee whithersoever thou goest."

(g) All Law presumes adeyuate forece for Execution.

The rule is thei law must have foree behind it for its

s execution. It is cormon sense to see that a govérnment,to defend its
life, may institute a posse comitatus or police foree, a.nnirfna.v}r or
@ militia. Criminal elasses and nations influenced by gross ambition
and greed can only be restrained by a proper foree from erushing ouf
= the life of a govermment that stands in iheir vay. Bring again
L: Mr. Sumer to the withess stand in var time. May I9th, 1862 on the

floor of the senate he caid: "Harsh and repulsive as these righis

(of war) unguestionably are, they are derived from the over-yuling ,

3 ninsa:ﬂiu,gtt j";“;a laws of self-de fense, common to nations as 1o individuals.

Every community having the form and character of sovereignty has a
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right 10 national iife,and in defense of such life. may put forth

all its energies. Any other orineiple would leave it the wretched
prey to wicked men abroad and at home.! That was Charles Summer's
maturer thought, wrought out in the furnasee of our fearful struggle
for national existence, All lovers of their kind will say to him a
glad ameh as he adds, doubtless half in reminiscenee, the following
noble words: "I rejoice to believe that civilizetion has already
done umahﬁa mitigate ithe rights of war, and it is among long cherish-
ed visions, which present events cannot make me renounce, that the
time 1s coming when all these rights will be fur‘ther softened to the

mood of permancnt peace.®
(h) The Amy as much a Necessity as the Criminal Court.

¥hen Turks shall beefffectually restrained from cruelty and
barbarism, and when Japan and China shall be fully taken into the
family of civiliz%uns, Sumer's vision of permanent peace will
be nearer to fulfillment. ieanwhile, practical statesmen will
coneider our ary and navy, ineluding our national guard, as much a
necessity as the courts of our land. When all men actually reach
the plain of right doing, surely the criminal courts can be abolished.
For the present then, let peace loving men, a priori give no dishonor

to the publie puliae) ¢ army, navy or court.
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II. THE ARIY AS IT IS.

(a) Organization.

Neither Jobn Knox of Seotland, Jonathan Dymond of England,
nor the extreme peace men of our ovn land have given fair portraiturs
of our American soldi ghat we call regulars are r ally bona fide
volunteers. Should the reader be desirous of studying the organiza-
tion of our small army as it is to-day of a peace sstablishment, he
will find all desired information in the Revisged Statutes of the
United States, commencing " Title XIV the Amy."

Section IIIS desclares: " There shall not be in the amy

at one time more than 30,000 enlisted men,"*

(Here insert Table marked A.)
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This number, 30,000 erlisted men, is varied from time to
time by the appropriations of Congress.' Able officers have often

estimated the number of men that eould be brought into the field from

this foree in case of sudden emergency, of course, to mobilize the
foree without injuring or sacrifieing the publie property whiech the
army shoﬁld ﬁfﬂt&ﬂt; Viith an establishment of 20,000, they say,
about one-half, IC,000 man}wnulu be available! with EG,DDG) two-
thirds could be ealled out.

(b) The Career exemplified by the Rank and File,

The mein army career is found in what is usually styled the
rank and file, 1. e, with the soldiers who have come into the
seérvice by enlistment. The large progortion of our young men who
desire to enter the military profession iust come in by the aoor-wisy
of enlistmenty.for, in the amy, staff and line, less than 3,000,
coimisgioned officers are allowaed by law. Heretofore the term of
servige forthe soldier has been five years. This rule was modified
a few yﬂaré 230, allowing him t0 purchase his discharge upon certain
fixed conditions: but the last congress swept away all conditions
and fixed the period of enlistment at the short temm of three years.

A reeruit must be'efifective and able-bodied® . He must be
sixteen or over; but under thirty-five years of age. If under
tventy-one he requires the consent of parents or suardians. Oiher
prohibitions of law forbid the enlistment of minors under sixteen

years of age; insane persons; deserters from the army; and persons
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who have teen convicted of'any eriminal offense. " Against a
seuﬂndmgre is the 1w irement of “service during his last
preceeding term of enlistmentizh honest and faithful’, As a matter
of fact, in the recent regimenté.l recruiting in the country near where
the regiment has been stationed, certifiecates or other bona fide evi-
denee of pood charaecter have been demanded of the applieant, Often
as many as a hundred seckers have been tumed away to get ten men who
came up to present reguirements to enter ihe lowest grade in our
profession.

Ihe pay of the "private" of cavalry, artill 21y, and infantry
is $I3. per month. His allowances cover his quarters, elothing and
ra.tian.s. A private of the seeond class in the Fngineer and Drdia.nce
corps receives just the same as the above. Here is the starting point

for evervy man who enlists.

(e) Some of his Privileges and Chances for Promotion.

As more than ordinary knowledge is now sought, on account
of .mo—:iem ordnance, espeecially in the case of rifles and artillery,
and more individual character and responsibility needed in the new
methods of manoeuvring with extended lines, the reeruit is subjected
to more than three iimes the sehooling and training of years gone by,
School8 and pgyumasiums are maintained at every army post. The

0 ldier now very soon becomes an expert in the handling of his rifle,
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& C
hls field piece, his heavy pun, his carbine and his horse. Whole
troops of eavalry now show the guiekness and elacticity of which a few
YEArs ago a class of West Point cadete would have been proud. If
capable, industrious and obédient, the recruit will soon rise.
In engineers and ordnance, privates of the first elass receive $I7. a
month with all the allowances, There are ordnance sergeants, (irst
sergeants sergeants corporals, nmsician_s, trumpeters, sadlers,
blacksmiths, hospital Stewards, hospital attendants and artificers of -
higher eompensation, and men detailed % work which will entitle the m
'tu exire pay, iMany, meny are the openings to skilll and good conduct.
The pay itself grades from the $I3, up to that of the nrdnanee
sérgeant, whieh is primerily $34. uith the usual guarters, elothing
and subsistence added; and from ﬁhe third year there is an increase

of one dollar a month.

[ Man gain a Commission ?

With regard to gaining a commission, can an enlisted man
do that ?  Very many of our officers, especially during the Givil
War came from the ranks of the Regular Amy. Several reached tle
rank of field officers in both the line and staff.

The rule of promotion is thus fixed by ia.w, to wit:

‘Non-comnissioned officers mey, under regulations established by the
Secretary of War, be exanined by a oard of four officers as to

their qualifications for the duties of commissioned officers in the
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line of the amy, and shall be eligible for appointment as second
lisutenanis in any corps of the line for which they may be found so
qualified, ™
The number is, of course, limited by the nunber of vacancies
which graduating cadets have failed to fill. Such second lieutenants
irom the ranks may, however, be attached as super-numéraries, provided

the supernumeraries do not exceed one of each company.

I1I. THE CADET.

The West TFoint cadet holds the next grade above the enlist-
ment. After his maetriculation, he reeceives a Gadet Werrant from
the War Department, in lieu of a commission, His original title was

& letter of Appointment from the Fresident. Each member of . the House

of Representetives had nominated one young man, a resident of his
Congressional Distriet, which nomination the President has confirmed
The Pregident himself is entitled to ten

by a fornal appois tment.

cadets yearly. No other vouth can enter ﬁha Agaderny except sy special
' Act of Congress. The cadet's compensation to cover all expenses, is
“$500. a year and ong ration a day." As a rule the members of the
upper sections of a class are, upon their entrance, already fairly
vell educated; many are craduates of college. Forerly oﬁiy about
one-third ecould master the course of study and get their diplomas. A

larger prosortion now get through the Academy. The class of 1854

s
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entered I20 and graduated but 36; whersas the class of I895 has sent

out 52, probably but half of those who joined it four vears ago.

IV. THE SECOND LIEUTENANT.

All these fifty-two have been coumissioned and will report
by Septmﬂ:er next for orders or assignment to duty to their corps or

regiments. Except the Engineer Corps, the staff departments are
i ¥

ustally filled from the officers of the army; for the ordnance corps,

by a severe professional examination; for the others by selection to
fill vacancies as they occur. The Engineer Corps fills dirsetly from

a few graduates near the head of each class. The medical department,

howiever, replenishes from young phvsicians by a most trvinz examina-
tion, and frequently ihe judge advocates have been lawyers in eivil

practied, coming in by the President’s normination and confirmed by the

Thus commences the commissioned officers anny career. The
lowest pay, that of the second pieutenant of infantry is,$I560 per
year, with the common provision of medical attendance, fuel and
Juarters. DBefore the 2nd Lieut. are the grades of Ist Lieut., Captaip
lajor, Lieut. Colonel, Colonel, Brigadier @enoral and lajor General,
But three !ajor-Generals are allowed by law, The pay is $7,500 per

annum with allowanees for horses and fuel and provision for medical

servieg andsuuarters. A second lieutenant at the peace footing can




'T"""' -.

m'ﬁ'ﬁ

f&t;}ﬂ: hﬁ;ﬂ;ﬁ r-'m #&m: Tﬂ ‘Hsn ;m. {M.Lhﬂ"

-'J\
i
L
% ; Taghsn
b

,Eé:m; ! &I@’ﬂhfiﬂi .fw.aﬂ ?3: Eﬂc&}gq@ agd v
EM!H §1Lr lm’zm ‘xwum ﬂ.;'i,: j{i?dﬂ?_, a.tm i

ill'.

."m’r ;ﬁm o0 Sehenivio am*ma ’l«m; ti |
W.ﬂ} *.:é.';;\ wa} m@;ﬂnbm Imwﬁm o

£

¥

—_—
—
—

9

|I|||I||gl!||rr|;1|||lll




I"'l'ﬂ. £

rF||'|I|r|I|f|I|’|I|||I|

|41:F|I‘_r'|[||'|||rmhlr‘

’I|I|I|IIH{.|J.|lIJ.|J]HI

|I'|f|||’|l|||||[1i||1fr

|

15. 4 C

hardly look for much Promotion; - in process of time a captainey,

POSsiblY a majority in line or staff, Eefnre the sixty-four year law

.8hall retire him,

b
Methinks, that an enterprising youth would hardly remsin in

the amy simply for money ﬁ;ﬁrumnt,ion.

V. WHAT ARE THE DUTIES OF ARMAY OFFICERS ?

The engineers are distributed over the land. Thev take care
of the fort selections and eonstructionsy together with the navy, the
shﬂre'ii-'i::hting and the coast survey. Thev have supervision of »lans
and expenditures for River and Harbor improvements. They stand with
our best c’ivij: engineers in all pertaining to roads and bridges, mines
t.arpednesj ufzore batteries and what not in the line of the defense
of cities are comnitted into their able hands. To pass from grade to
grade as wviith all officers, rigid examinations are resorted to.

The engineer officer is remarxable for his unflagging energy. The
Ordnance is both a seientifie and practice corps and covers the

furmnishing of amnament for forts, batteries and men. Its reyuirements

under competition for entrance are di et. They have
charge of the armories and arsenais of  eonstruection. They ﬁﬁst
é.mi they do keep abreast of the world in their practical knowledge
of iheir specialty, by hard Study and constant experiment.

So vie might take up the quartemaster's department, with
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its exaeting and multifarious work, the subsistence wi th its adminis-
trative completeness, the artillerv with its post-graduate school; its
seientifie knowledge, practical applications to its various engines
of warfare more or less cﬂs.xgliﬂatid} the cavalry, intensely aetive

in schools, in drill, in instructi on mental and phvsieal, so that

3]

g of superiority may be met:

g

target practice, neviguns, new tacties and gvmnastie requirements.

and the infantrv with dts

One could go on to carry the reader through the establishmerd
letiing him see the busy surgeon, the hopeful chaplain, the studious
Judge-advocate, the consciencious paymasters, or the thorouzh,
businesslike,administrative M of Geographical Departments. He
would find them all to compare favorably with other able and indus-

trious men who are doing well the world's vork.

This 1s but a nuclegus ¥ Ye:, the nueleus, the frame-work
1f you olease, of a large arny: but iiwould be a mistake to impute
idleness, or time ill spent to the majority of armv officers. Except
the meére campaign and hattle, the peacesary has the same funotions
Lo ,)eri‘;m as the war-army; and, .in fact, as the school, Academy
and College trials of mind and wusele are usually harder than the
1ife Work that follows, so are the trials of Lﬁnd and muscle of the
aruy men in the days of peace. The law reqyuires the detail of many

to tlie West Yoint, Fort lonroe, Leavenworth and Riley schools, and to

- the Lﬁstﬁﬁtions of learning everywhere as instructors of the

e T e T e
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military art. For one purpose and snother ldeutenants ars taken away
from their batteries, troops and companies by order of ti:cirﬁ;;&

sefgniors. All tiis throws the duty of diseipline, drill, instruec-

tion ‘and command upon the few tlmt are left with their organizations.

VI. CONCLUSION.

This is the :;.u::::*.a.x‘_','; an ﬁ&mble profesiion filled with
patriotie men, devoted to :.U:t,y, ';fith' f:ea.rfc as wvarm and Lg:ra,l..'t.o all
the obligations of a true menhood as are :E‘r.:.:.'thd m other gr&:fssuinns.
To have a competency, Lo secure 2 good name, to defend the flag
without fear and without reproach, and to ii:;:harge solemn sbliga;tian's
Lo God and to man during life, are objeets above the securement of
large wealth and luxurious living. This is the ambition of tihe best

amy men from the private soldier to the J-:.ajsr-G:zn&ral.
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