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Page 1.

My first real acquaintance with the Y.M.C.A. as a society,began

in the fall of 1861. After the first battle of Bull Run,l recei-

ved a commision ef Brigadier General,which detached me from the

troops in Virginia,andthen while awaiting erders,l was deteyed

obliged te remain some weeks in Washingtomn. The city,at that time

was filled with a restless changing population,andthere was much
(TG n

guffering ameng those who had hastened te the Cathagrpoping as =4

the work of the army and the treasury expanded,to get remunerative

employment ,and,as is toe often the case with such seekers,nine

ont of every ten were disapointed.

At the first meeting of the Y.M.C.A. which I attended,held in a

small upper room--,these and like cases were presented.
I remembér now a mest enthusiastic minister froem Massachusets,
who suddenly, arose in the meeting and plead for agents to be

V- W ang e volunwlo e v Soldqers
sent out/with booksand papers te the surrounding camps; and how

q,ﬁ’\‘é.'“‘.g _ b oo Ks @n s
he shewed the need JEthrlstiankénstlnution to the numerous hes-
pitals which were fast filling with the weunded from Ball's Bluff,
o WOre Femiiig e fram Mhe advance d Lines
and the patients,suffering with malarial attacks,typhoid fever

and measles.

Shertly after the meeting ,the celebratad "Christian Cemmissien”,
o ot Ié;_}ﬂp-lf_. g Iﬂa_i[n {lL's('-P I a_,

which was but a branch of the Y.M.C.A.,was set en FDGﬂ:and entered
ppon its famoue work of beéenevolence. It drew funds from the peo-

- -H-H-‘-‘J
ple by the millions,and was the peoples almener,extending the
hand of sympathy :‘ and love to any and all ef the patriotic sons
whe could be reached by its kindly agencies.
At the clese of the war,in 1865,writing to the Hon. Geo. H. Stuart
Pregident of the *Commission®,l used the felloving words: *Yeu

always had my hearty approval and sympathy in the work of the

Thristian Commission. Yeur work of physical relief is so cennected







in my recellection,with that ef the Sanifary Commission,and that
of special benevolent asseciatiens,that I will enly say that,
vherever I found your agents,eiiher in the Army ef the Petomac,
of the Cumberland,or ef the Temmessee,lI found them faithful in
such things,to the important trust committed te them. I have seen
them ameng the seldiers in prayer-meetings,®vnday-schools,and at
Sunday services,and,witheut excepiion,they were full of zeal and
energy in the Masterk service. Their spiritual werk,enceuraging
chaplains and aiding them with beooks,Bibles,Testaments,and with
themselves,ready to speak of Christ crucified,at all times and in
all places,bringing to us prefessing christiians,cheerful faces
and warm pressure of the hand,with a "(Ged bless you and pretect
you® and following us to every hespital and fattle-rield,to point
te the only Name whereby a seldier can be saved,though he may be
evey se brave and pairietic,~~~it can never be estimated here
helow. God will reward you,my dear sir,for the impulse you gave

te the great work af the Christian Cemmission,and for yeur indom-

itable energy,displayed in perpetuating it %ill the end.

With your strong faith in Christ you took officers,soldiers,and
citizens in the arms of your love,and bore them right en,to wokk
for our God and fer humanity.

The Christian Commissien has written its record on the tablets of
theusands of preclious sonls,and needs nothing to render it perpet-
ual,for its influence is eternal®.

One or twe instances will shew a phase of the work net eoften re-
ferred te.--In the Army ef the Potemac a delegate, Mr. Williams,

repoerted to his headqguarters,as fellows!

e 1 : . : : : A
’1{”14 evening we were sitting around the fire,discussing various

snbjects,and among them the best way of reachimg the soldiers.
A soldier,whe had come in uvnobserved with ene eof the delegates

after the evening meeting, and had sat in silence,listening te







our conversation,started up with energy and great determination
and trembling in every limb,stepped ferward,placed both hands

full in the face,and said,with the deep~-

vpen the table,leocked us
est feeling,"Well,Christian brethern,l have come in te ask you te
hearts that we had noet,some of us,noticed his angunish and spoken

to him befere. Every member of omr eirecle beseught God's spirit

and then he whe had fsked our prayers,prayed fer himself.
One of 4ur number went with the young man te his tent,and the
next day he waeg rejaicing in his new-feund hepe.
Mot long after,abeut twe e'gleck in the merning,the Delegates

were aroused by & leoud knecking at the deer of their tent.One of

them arose,and found two men in deep distress for their seul's

salvatien,anxiens to have the brethern pray for them. Candles
were lighted,and the merning heurs were away in earnest supplica~-
tion with OGed that he weuld give peace te these earnest seekers.
Peace came, and through their influence many ethers were brought
te Christ,till the nmmber of conversions at the station exceeded
a hondred. Wer was the interest gcenfined te¢ the metings in eur
chapel,but extended te regiments which had chaplains,who held re-
ligious services ameng their e'vm men.
One evening a man belonging to a batiery,three~fourths eof a mile

ouY
from sur chapel, strayed over tu\maetlug. He became greatly inter-

eésted in the services. When atent half way heme,he kneeled by a

stump and prayed. The next night,with & companion,he sought the

meeting egain. The stump saw twe praying seuls that night,and

upen their return to camp they began %o werk fer Christ,and in a

few weeks fortiy men eut of that battery alens found peace in be-
lieving."*

L1
Vhen the war wes closeéd my duties again brought me te Washington.

: . L F
Here both remdniscence and pgratitude led me to the Yeung Mens

£ssu¢i&tion,whtch 1 served in wvarious capacities.
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Ft»tare among the first to Ymdertake to erect .Buitahle building.
For this we formed a special company,of which the Hon. Salmen P.
&

Chase was the President,and I the Viece President. WER built the

structuré near the heart eof Washingien,but like seme ether mis-

teken folk,we allowed dedbt and mortgage te be saddled upon it,and

this finally lest that building te the young men and their
wdhacidswalls,

friends. Yet for yearé}rﬂ had & model institutien.

o F W ot £ ¢ Clan u.ﬁtgunff&n.ﬁjv
the Asseciation elected a superd secretary. He would de more wor%{

Pertunately,
than any five other men I ever saw.
The gymnasium fer these vhe must have physical exercise; the
(leﬁ; ¥ (t_[u vax i _fl_‘f_"i o

Library and Reading=Reom fer Tithe intellectual; evening classas’

for the many day-werkerspoth in erdinary stuvdies and in music,

the parlers where members came for salid and business conf&ience.

Where
The ruoms1earnast ministers had their weekly gatherings and teok
coungel of each ether and of Ged. The committee rooms where the
e
lively secretary brought his committees togather like companies
to the drill=-gremnd;the daily meetings for reading the divine "'un;I

and fer prayer; the gatheringg ef Delegates before they went out

to the jail and the alms=heuge, the hespital,the meighberheod

muatinps,ur;;he'largﬂr assemblies,like these em the Delta at ihe

corner of 7* and Penn®. Awenu:; Vhere a shert prayer,a few verses

and spirited songs and exerhortations eslled in tme enrieus meving

all

Sl
moltitnde. Whe can tell iﬁ! -=-mén and wumanﬁrzﬂh 1ike theaScon the
Fal

day of Pentacest, inguiring the way out eof discenient inte con-
tent,out of great sin and heavy serrew in%e c¢leansing and great
Joys Tes,for six years 1 saw the churches in Washingten working
¢ senslowts
well through this agency. The}ﬁalﬂgates from eoxr om active
church teo the Y.M.C.A. went te the Young Mens 1'uur.-..r;vmcn their own ["'Hw(k-
doors were shut,-but they were the most faithful te their ovwn
home-duties when the church deers were oper and the bell called

btl‘-h

thEﬁ;Eu services there. You ceuld feel $he presence of those

=

who were trained im Asseciatiom work wvhoehever you fermd them.

Pru‘i to speak;brief and clear in utterance alw=ys exhibiting a
1™

deep and earnest spirit,--the Rastor rejoiced to have a few of

them step i_nto his Wedne







I+ gave freshness and zest and inspriation to '

' meeting fer prayer.

all the sincere werkers,~it gave the stirength ef hope and expectam

¢y to these whe were really semding up petitiens te Heaven. On Xh

several eccasions I have been favered with the unspeakable privi-

lege of attending conventions like this,—#he general internation-

a8l conventiens. At Detreit Mich. the delegatieon frem Eurepe Can-

ada and the United ftates met several years age. The city fer a
few days was deeply moved. The chnrch¢§#art threnged and the dobr
ways and sidewalks were crowded. The veice of singing and prayer

arose frém

sceres and hundreds of heuseheolds frem every direc~

tion and I theught as I went away frem that meeting

(Jh a.t
every dly 1vrkll navnr in mr life before had been seo

back to my

happys [ Te

me as it was doubtless to ethers,that gathering at the very tep

of mount Zion was a preparation fer
Svowlgeome,
shaddth But the meettmg=eergrand inspiring pewer of that occa~-

grieveus sorrews and deep

gion did net fail the hn}&j pilgriijhu vere forced to thread the

L ] g TIT \m :\;‘\(}""E
wilderness arﬁtemptnt1nn uﬁﬂunnuuntnr the poewsrs of a Goelgothe.

Lewell Mass. and Pertland Me. each enjeyed a similar eccasioen.
Great numbers eof the young men ef different lands illed these

cities. Beld,strong intensely active they were welded tegether

'by the Spirit' in bretherly leve. Their speech was eleguent, their

| appeals tender,their faith wenderful. Whe could help bidding

Wa L
them®*Ged speed®, After my Washington experience I was sent by

the War Depts to the Nerth.-west. At Purtland:ﬂregah we found a
heeh
amall seciety bed in the few years ef my residence there 85 grew
q:k“;{ oM k\ ._gﬁxmxﬁn'i 'ao&v-e"t nx__l“:‘rwuhl(!ng ~aembey 7 )
mightily.Y It was the means of saving @ large number of peor — v

blinded men,giving them by the Divinu“hﬁ.'pu_ clear spititual

) L - s
changa.ﬂﬂm‘blm‘hrnug::t theazr impliments and surrendered them to

2
be kept as memorials of Geds deliverance. Drunkards were ther-

oughly refermed.

Infidels,fixed and rigid in their lens unbelief ,

were shaken,and with tears and trembling{\lip. confessed ihe Teord
!

\
and thanked him fer faith and streng hope. All this was net dene

Ral™

in a corner.The churches R/cunresr-ed Christ were united in this

work and it went on well-.
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™ VWhen abroad in 1538W.I was a delepate te the ﬁ!'L:al iniernational

'S

[ £

conference at Berlin, Then the best thing that happened te me

emong eother excellent things was the beginning ef a persenal acqun-

aintanceship with Geerge Williams el Londen., He with a few asse-
ot

ciates was the eriginaters of this remarkable agency and eorgani=-
b4 7

: T _
gation fer the salvation eof yormg mén. Small of statu$,gentle

of mlnners‘and rather retiring withal ,you would net at first appre

hend the power of the man. Puit his glewing face,elequent speech

and large liberal seul seoen pos¥ess and charm you. He is a mer-

chant whe devetes i

his earnings te this nhannﬂl;and net enly that:

xt he watches ever the Y.H.C.A.merk as a loving father over his

I

He was when gsaw him in Berlin and afterwards

precious child.

in Lendon centributing all he canld spare frem his inceme teo bnild
A g_@f“l‘i-ihl_\nt.

up new assnaiatinﬁgl}n France. 1t wonld do snybedy goed to have %W

met thew in Berlin delegate= frem the feour cerners of the Globe,~

nllpmﬂn of faith and ef prayer. I dn met think any eof eur men £r»
frem the Phited States were abreast of the English, German or
French in education K but they deferred te our peeple greatly for

andenevay),
their clear exhibitien ef practical t:ienﬂQ It was an interesting

incident te hear them put secretaries llerse and McBurney eof New
just
York on the platferm and question them esarnestly as t?ﬂ?uw this

work was done in America. eur fellewing up the yvyoung men so ex-

it tensively on eour rallwayqjand our peneirating se successfully

into the very halls of college and mmiversidy lifglgave them par-

: . |
ticular satisfaction. Our parler cenferencesyhere business-men

wvere made acquainted with the wants ef a cormunity,and freom which

Young Mens buildings had sprung,were very suggestive.
I have detained yon long enough,l think,in presentins t0 fﬁnﬁn 3

gsort of personal=histerie way,the aims of omr Young Men's Christ-

aink Associations, Our San Prancisece Secretary,has his own fash-

ion of condensing. He 'wrote me a few days age a few pregnant

sentﬁneek%,whlch he will forgive me,l know,for adopting.

o

Speaking of the associations,he says: *Their growth has been

more rapid in this country than in any other part of the world-.






?;75,
his organization has a larger fellewing 4k of business mén than

any other of the church,and receives the suppeort and endorsement
of all who are interested in the moral and spiritual elevatioen of
young men. In nearly all of the larger cities of America,mag-
nificent buildings have been erected by interested citizens and
philanthiropists,in which to ¢ary en more efficiently,the busines

e

_nr the Association,and our aim \s& te bemefit young men,spiritually
socially,intﬂllﬂctﬂallyﬁ and physically. Spirituvally,by intellig-
gently organized meetings,Bible~classes, song-services,and ether
gimilar means; intellectually,by evéening ednecational classes,
well selseted libraries,and well stocked reading-rooms; socially,
by sooial gatherings fer young men where the best companienship

ie found; physically,by well ecuipped gymmasivms and ether prepex

provissions for amusements. 1In fact, they are christian homes

for young men just so far as it is pessible for us to make them
so. The railroad companies are interested in the work te the ex-

C { \-\-_\;Fll Aot f}‘{:'-'l{d}._;
tent of centributing §70,000.00. a year. We have ﬂufh?vcr b

railroad secretaries. The work is erganized ameng German young

men, commercial travelers, colered young mem and 300,000.railread
young men. It is the mest theroughly erganized werk in existence
systematiXcally dene and cayried feward in the mest business

lik® marmer. In fact, it has been deneminated by eminent men as

I

the gigantic religious movement of the 19th gentury. There is ne
place in the world where the work is more needed than in Califer-
nia. It is estimated that there are Eﬂﬁﬁgﬂﬂﬁ. young ﬁen between
the age of 16 and 20 in Califernia, a great majerity ef whom are

away from home and heme influeénces. Only abeout 5 per cent eof this

t ijh. ;;qd_.'

number attend any church regularly and enly abeut 2 per cent are

christians. It is a rare fthing te find a native son of this stste
5 . @ﬁ",_ﬁﬁau_ ‘h.n‘.‘_tul.!f-‘r.
who is an active mair. It is sad but it is true.

A
* X X X X X X X e e

There are mere young fien living in ledging houses and private

Teardsrp=iraliass rooms in

California than in any other state







according te its populatien in this ceuniry; mere temptations

allmre youmg men in falifernia than in any ether state ol 118

&' i,

population. Hence, the impertance of our weork is apparent.
Wlll,then,my brEuhran:ﬁha in view of this condensed statement,
the needs are evident. Pirst mere consecrated,effective workers

in each existing asseciation;and secendly, mere amseciations.

< n 3

For the individuval asseciations we earnestly Gaunﬂ{ﬂm: strong

seympathy of the men and women whe leove what is henest, what is

pure,what is of goed repute. A young man ence a drumkard has }it-
tle te reacommend him;ence given up te dishenest practices neither
merchants ner mechanics ¢an trust him. Fathers and mothers want

lqns'that are good and true. Poeor men in these days erganize for
Sl

\ﬁrotection against the richr laber against cap;tﬁi: my heart
often sympathises with the formér more than 1 can tell. 1 de honk

KUVORTa ZXOV O co iolier ossoetation.
estly believe that the common platferm is te be found right h@f?k

Yhen a rich man begins te be the recegnized steward of the Lorﬁ’
he bacomes the avowed friemd of the lerd's children. He is no
longer '?hexﬁich Man® but the Lord's stewakd. When the poer man
becones the steward eof the Lerd he has a bank to draw from that

cannot fail. BEmmity and hostility and all hatred are siain. But
some 0§ ‘F[E'P-Qﬁiit’r‘ i

%gt slyfﬁunaral,yau are noet praetical. The rich will net begome

med]l Fish chrintlansi monopoly does exist and thrivedamd the poor

are made poorer. Yes,but with Ged's help hew much can’‘be done?

L'
If we cammot ¢¥pre gll these 11155#& can mitigate them. Fret net

thyselflf because of evil deers. Fret net thysell in any wise to de

1
eril. Peor semehow il we give ourselves omnreservedly te our

= |

Master's service,He will somelew lead our wise men into better
wisdom and certainly He will bring just measures to pass.

There is ne substantial relief and never will be from the ills
y Found
that affliet Ufhfnnling or cherishing what every honest heart

knews to be wrong. Let us then, my brethren and friends,reassert

-
the true platferm fer every soul on -nrth;;xlﬂve the Lord thy

flod with all thy heart and thy neighber a=s thy self.
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