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( Draft, to be corrected. )

Page 1 of Manuscript.

When a young man, the writer of this introductory letter, soon
after his conversion, found himself associated with'atrung advo=-
ates of the Episcopacy. His friends were decided christian men
ol extensive reading and research; and for a time their arguments
a;guggggﬁgggung angtﬁgnclu31ve that "the true Church" was indeed
& small one which by, apostolic succession" had come down to us
through the centurieswithout a break, in the line of bishops. The
writings of the Rev. Dr. Pusey and other like advocates, were put
intoh:= hands. The impressions upon his mind and heart were so
strong that not only did it seem for a while that bishops, priests

and

Page—2, of manuscripis,
Deacons were essential to the Church of Christ, but that other
branches like the Presbyterian and Congregationalists were in er-
ror; and that their clergymen were not ordained ministers of
Christs. Soon the arguments carried him on to the Roman Churc¢h, till
he said to himself:- "If the unbroken apostolie succession in the
line of bishops is essential to the living Church, the Roman Faith
has the precedence". Since then it has never seemed at all
strange to him that so many of his friends who were high-churchmen
at last joined the Roman Catholic communion.

Further reading of the Scriptures, study and thought brought
the writer back to his proper home in the Congregational house=
hold, anddgggﬁwhﬁﬁgﬁﬁ ftad and conformed with his family. This is
rerhaps too personal for the general roaden g¥et it may chance to
influence and help some other éii:har for the fold of Christ. It
is in no way claimed that the Episcopal divisions of the grand
army of the Lord are not good and wise, and in that sense under
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(2)
special divine favorj but the grander truth may dawn upﬁ}_a man's
heart that our Lord is in all his branches and that that wisdaom
is justified by all her children. It takes all the instrumental=
ities to reach ¥ the nooks and corners of the world. But what
would the writer not have given during his probation for such a
historiec compendium as this volume furnighes !

In these days an Ism is not of great moment; it iﬁ:z_'i'lj,,ﬁn in-
dieation of the diwejon lines in the hosts of the Lord who, are nouw™
on the march °$APE;;%?“5 with the foes of truth and rightenusness.
But nrgnniza;iun is important, and a Christian wants to feel that
he belongs to one that is at least defensible. The author of %ﬁ?@; o
review of all the divisions from the Apostles' time till now,
showing the origin of the Congregatiunal polily in the earliest pe-
riod, and following it through the ages without prolixity, with
comprehensive eclearness, and with and full statements of
facts pro and con, has done a great w ke Perhaps a little sect-
arian :pirit could be datamﬁ;ﬁlaﬂg:ﬁa s ;ﬂioned Ghriatim,%\w
follower of John Knox or John Wesley. He rather fecls that our Ism
is thétanl Chureh , and that the others have somehow departcd from
the original simpliecity of organization and worship. Once a gentle~
man , member of a Congregational benseEefeNEEBRipR a;j’rch out West
was walking to a Congregational house of worship with a lady , an
ardent Episcopalian. She tried to show him the suparfnrity of the
Episcopal service to any other, and also how far short the others
came of the True Faith. The gentleman replied as they entered the
vestibule:-" All right. Perhaps yours is better than mine as you
¢laim, but thfﬁ“ﬁ;;r Eﬂﬁﬁiﬂ‘la mines! Your home may be nicer than
ours, yet ours is ours!" So we deteet little harm present or

or prospection in an author who clings with some fervor to & heatzﬂ

K‘deﬂﬂri}tiﬂn of his own household cof work and worship, and who is

able to trace the peﬁigrneppfkais mily conneetion to the very
Fhas (o

e

fountein head. The rgjgara rill.partieualrlyg;gé;gméif history

LN

of the Congregational C c¢hes of, New England the rigid and
B U e s
the ewex) interpretersj{.ru all given a fair exhibit. The
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(3)
causes of the Pilgrimd leaving England; the sojourn in Holand; hjs
arrival in Ameriea, his faith and purpose andg trial on Ncw England
ahoreﬁ no descendant of his is ever averse %n %&M&rﬂ here g
though an old one, it is told coneisely and well. It will M \
come & text for the jovial and eloqurnt speakers at the ya;?!y
anniversaries of New England societies which gather in all our
great towns from antonf to San Francisco.

Our youth gannot be made too familiar with the actual foundat-
ion of our government, arranged for on board the "Mayflower" h&t
secured at Plymouth, Mass. , a government of the people, whek'thﬂ
flag, an emblem of the people's sovereignity, forever ensures a
free church. The Church that best assimilates that government of
republican form and order, is very near and dear to patriotic
hearts.

The chapter on growth and expansion, taking us to Maine, New
Hampshire, Massachussets, Connec¢ticut, Rhode Island, Maryland and
Virginia, is of marked interest. Who does not want to know more
about Roger Williams, John Elliot and the Indian Missions ?

An early congrag;tinn,u@fohuruh in Vriginia , and its transference
to Maryland, and what came of 1t' = the new Virginia Churches of
our ordar & tE[“r regular succession after a lapse ! and Vash-
ington ﬂoﬂé?ggntinna11ats will pake on ¥ new courage and vigor,
push on to extend their simple methods of fﬁrmégi ordination, to
dodsnddepeeupaadifomdde t

W.“ cover uncecupied fields of the South.
e sou

Baptists,p who at bottom are usually good congregationalists, will

read with avidity a history whieh str-en,_trt.ha;':; Lt‘.ﬁaf}r“ﬁ:lylmo di=
vide with our Methedists brothers their call to all races &f men.
One gets into the valleys and shadows of things when he sees
"Halfway covenants", troubles with Quakers, lines clearapc, relipg=
ious declension, differences with Episcopalians, witcheraft delus-

ion; but if of"orthodox blo@d" he must have a degrec of satisfaet-
iogn
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to answer soberly the lali things of Glfv We

ndel Holmeg and other
ere,with some - F*"""Lﬁ?'
humoristic reformers. “m in the bottom of t chasm%

he can pick up the faets; one should want nothing better?

(4)

At Key West, Florida, the writer of this article recently
found two plants that greatly interested him. One was an BEast Ind-
ian tree, called the Bayan, and the other was a new Congregational
Churc¢hes To his mind there are in general many points of resemblan-

other
‘éf:) ce; there is a center tree; there are alsﬂlgmallar trees, quite
L~ independent in their growth whieh rise from the ground, and more
L little trees still that start from wide-stretching branches, and
::‘ grow down till they touch the earth; therethey root themselves.
:? All these up and down growths keep inereasing in number and size

till they finally beecome one immnense tree. There at Key West
came the Congregational Home Missionary. He found a fﬂr ¢hristians
scattered about that place who wanted some felloship and & house
of worship. He explained to them the Congregational polidy as he
understood it, and showed them the ordinary expressions of faith
that our people adopt. A @hurch was founded, and by the help of

the Home-Society a Chureh was organized and a house of worship emm
erected . Outside were independent growths, bands associated for
prayer, Sunday-schools, shoots thrown off from other Churches from
one cause and another. All these began to group around the origi-
nal plant whiech the missionary had nourished. New converts vhen
came from the church and its accessories. The nppnﬂg%éigﬁégﬁepend-

ent growthjsoming from the ground Jvere yﬂ&@?ﬁd homoge-
neous by the converts who ) seemed to spring from the branch-

es an%hgrowthaltill they seomm@ their own bases, filled up the
spaces and made a strong central, yet wide spreading tree.
It was a Banyaggghurch t we planted at Washington in 1865.

: 0 WO LAY e L

t uasg exnuperatingifﬁlaarstqin &EF its make upe. It took beggings
and pleadings to seeure money enough to build a Mecting-House. It
took ex-parte councils and general councils a

care to pget it well rooted. Off @hoots

mach fostering
ere wercgseveral in

al more in the
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'ﬁshlngton and ,the Digtrict of Uolumhlq,and
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bordering states. They were seeming rivals and wondrously inde-
rendent. Bqubrzﬁha conmon sap of God's Spirit the ¢entral trunk

ad ]
has becamqh}argurand thriving, and all the rootlets are now unit-
ne - _ :
- ﬁzjrby a large conference wher fellowship so prevg}ls as to suggest
bat one great tree.
“We eannot maintain very well that our Order is the beat of all.

At pad-

Our brethren of other communions BE%ﬁElnH weaknesges. The indepen-

psell )
dence of the individual church every home born and bred congrega-

PR\ P

tional believer f:aists on How c¢an heresy and Seldu/be pre-
vented where there is no thority beyond the individual church ?
"Look", they say, "there went nffﬁkrn ptiatg, then the Unita-
rinnsl They all preserve your methods, so, that now there are threec
i By

bodies instead of one. You cannoEATnint;in a uniform cregdl!l"

Are you sure brethren that it is necessary i» Christ's Kingdom
to keep solidly to one trunk of opinions on all topics ¢ If 80,
Christ's Chureh is and will ever be a huge failure.¢¢5Again they
maintain that for the most part we a have a double-headed systemi a_
& Church and a Society to take care of the individual Church.
Surely there is no harm in this arrangement where it is expedient
to have a sogiety for holding and managing propertys but hh?ga}s
not epsential t? any chureh, aenggggggégqgéﬂgr other b&g merely
a wa ﬁ?oing busineee through a competen -gunB{ n the old
proverb is quoted against our congregational efficiency, namely:

'lha} is everybody's business is nobody's business". This is never
ﬂiabﬁ'%dmc%i budigsgwcxk thro ehosg‘&?migeg‘%‘
agenygr- But igj;Eht not be betrayed inéé%profgﬁge disgcussion whieh
is not at all profitable.

Any Christian Church of any communion is efficient enough if
its individual members have in their individual hearts the Spirit
of the Master, and by the spur of his presence do the best they
can to live like him, and earry out his injunctions. The larger

R T ——

the individual liberty in eo-partnership with the Lord's Spiriti

the better. The larger the indenddusdadakenspe liberty of the in- '

dividual Churen in gimilar co=partnership, the better for its
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THE Congregational History before us gives us in graphic and
ucneptébie gshape the best defence of our polity that I have seen.
Let un/aver be considered a part and parcel of the Army of Christ.

<

3

Ve have our distinetive flag. Our Divisionk is known by the other
communions, for we are in the field of enterprifing work. We go

to all elimes and to all peupleﬁplongaide of Presbyteriams and
Episcopalians « We have like them our conflicts within and without.
But we do try to always keep unfurled to the breeze the great com=-
mon bamner of our Lord - on which iz inseribed "Go ye into all the
world and preach the gospel to every creature®.

This banner shows to all Christians and to all opposers that,
whether in the rnnkl:iﬁh&ﬁha lkinmiEEjorﬂﬁﬁcket-line, that we do
belong to the Army of the Lord our Saviour, and are determined to
bear our part in the great contest for truth against error, for
right against wrong, |-lff§ghspread of light and knnwl&dgg}and for
the salvation of human souls.

All the methods of all communions working together with one
Saviour, one faith and one baptism of the Spirit are best of all.
But each individual Church must perform its function{ as each in-
dividual man and woman and c¢hild must perform the individual part.
We do not want to be in error, nor be deceived. "But being sincere,
in love % grow up inte him in all things who is the head, even
'Ghi{at; from whom the whole body fit,{, joined together and com-
pacted, by that which every joint supplieth, according to the
effectual working in the measure of every part, maketh incrcase of
the body unto the edifying of itself in love®.

In the hope of promotingt%é3_ me degree the largegt chgrity,
we join our brethren in offﬂringagﬁrlitinn people angfgzjzfis

after knowledge this book which the author has so diligently end
faithfu 1:,;\.'3% .
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