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GEN. HOWARD ON WAR

WHAT THIS COUNTRYS DEFENCE WOULD
BE.

FORTS - EUPERIOR TO IRONOLADS~THE NAVY
SHOULD TAEKE THE OFFENSIVE-IN-
VENTION AND ENERGY,

General 0. 0. Howard, eommanding the Division
of the Atlantie, is more worrled over the eollection
of '$20,000 for his FElizabeth-st. mission than
over the prospect of war with Italy. Still, the
one-armed old warrior is just as willing to fight
as he was when he chased Dragg from Chatta-
noogs to Knoxville, A Tribune reporter found
him at his fivine on Governor's Island yesterday,
ns genial and kind-tempered as only a veteran

soldler can be.

“General,” he asked, “1if it comes to war what
are you going to do? How long will it requine
to mobjlize the regulars and the militia, and how
will you go about it?™

“A general of the Army in my position,” was
the reply, “cannot talk freely on that subject
when there 18 aay real lkellhood of a conflict—
| thaw is, of the smount of foree in hand, the troops
| that could be raised, how Jomg it would take
to mobilize them, and what would be the nature
of the confliot.”

“You-do not mind expressing an opinion as to
what gort of warfare wonld be Involved in ecase
Italy shonkl atiaek ns P

“While practically srmies and army corps could
be left out of consideration, the struggle would
| be mainly for the navies and the best procurahle
defence of our seaboard towns and ecities, and
iﬁ-rr;.'.-iu'u-., that would invelve protection to our
| commerce. For m years the thinking men
of our Army and } f have been studying the
! u-~:hr=-~--1 of n possible attack from a forcign enemy.
i"-'~_1-_ have thought of En d, Spain, Chili and
{ China, as at one time or another each of those
| nations has had with Tis a controversy involving
International law, with international rights and |

Fation

* You have nm eonsidered Italy 77

as been thought of. Her arma-
il 1'l"l'_‘-' fully ageertained, and her sea-
golog vessels and men-of-war have been set deown !
| in the books. She has a fine navy, but we think
| her largest ironclads rather unwieldy, and we are
not go sure that tl cannon of largest size and
most enormous weizht on shipbodrd are hy any
means the best for naval warfaré. Counld a vessel
be undisturbed m an offing six or seven miles
from a large eity, she could do great damage,
but such a condition of things we do not mesn
shall exist. Our mavy is growing in size, with
modern appointments and effeative guns. These,
taken in eqdlinection with tho unean-
querable apirit of our people, wro ld
make o fight against any naval squadron |
which we are likely to meet. Probably thers
vould he great dsnger to.us Al our (Nexy stood
~Amply of the defensive, bat this wonld certainly
| not be the case in the event of war. The home
defenee would necessarll » left substantially to
torpedo boats, floating batteries, modern mortar
basteries of the firdekt construction, and perma-
nent works."

“What could be done to make our permonent

works on the seaconst defensible against modern

armaor "
“1 know it is believed by many that our |
nent works all along our extensive coast are
undvallable agninst modern projectiles. Dut this
is not strietly trae, for in o short space of time
cmbankments could be extended so as to protect
the majority of our fortifications against projece-
tiles from the sea. The ‘recent naval conflict in
Chili showed the seacoast batteries far superior
to their best ironelada, Iy the fire of the former
the ironeclads were speedily disabled and driven
beyond range. One thing is perfectly evident.
It is this: If iron and steel can be used to cover
a ship so that the largest projectiles from the
most powerful guns eannot penetrate and destroy
| it, the forts can be elad with iron and steel with
more ease and more thoroughness, beeause the
| wtight of metal is not involved. Of course it
would have been better for New-York to hoave
kept herself always prepared against foreign ot-
tack, as she has ms: ificently done against flee
from within, but there are plenty of expedients
in the hands of our superb Navy and our little
Army which wounld be promptly used in cuse of
need. If any people on the carth should wish |
to conqguer the United States it would be well |
for it to wait till this generation of inventivE
power and tremendous energy shall have ' died
out. The people as a whole believe in justice
and menn to give it and exact it, but any pretext
intended simply to bolster up the old monarchical 1
notion will find little sympathy here. Be sure |
that if we follow the examples of our hero lead-
ers who have gone from ns, ever taking a prompt
offensive against an intrader, the enemy, be hé
great or small, after o reasonable time, will have
jttle to boast of.™
“You gpenk of the energy of our people.”
“Yen, Judged by resaltg, it 18 evident that
we |.m-r- a people superior in what the French,
during the Revolation, called energy. to any other
].|~._\'|:|1‘\- IMiring the war the concentrated energy
af r-:{\ North, or rather of the Government, was
arningt the concenteated energy of the “-IIII .
Now these two forees have eome together and the |
regaltant is not eaglly estimated, 'I.E hen Robert
Lae¢ hadd our torions !I"‘l|_rb fn his front nt
Willigsssort his nnmrlhﬂr\ bnilt a bridge of honts
from pgks and boards in & day, a bridge that
carried oOver ﬂu- main portion of his army snd
landed it in 2 v the other shore. In our §
mareh to Knoxville Bhermon and his lieutenants
bridged rivers in a night by using a portion® of
their command. o that there wos no considerable
halt ip, the movement. Hailroads whish had been
n;'tm'lf‘hl:. destroyed, eulverts burned and irons
were g0 quickly replased that the trains
I‘Larﬂ‘h stopped runpning for a single dar.
:'upg:rmtly we  have  Jittle artillery, but we
have the men with the ability, the brain ns and the

WP DR o which  artillery . whll ot
EP!'tn;' of which artillery will quickly

—_———
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VESSELS TOEEED ABOUT LIKE STRAWS BY
THE GALE.

ANCHORS DRAGGED AND (COASTERS IN COL-
LISION—WIRES DOWN THROUGHOUT NEW-

ENGLAND AND MUCH DAMAGE

TO EHIPPING DONE

[BET TELEG *H TO THE TRIDUNE]
Boston, April 3.—A sovers galo whichh strae e |
betwoen 4 and & o'elock this nused  mors
damaga o vessels lying In the
for many:years in this locallty.
vesasld we blown hither and t
[{fenthers 1n and hod thelr
bowsprita 1
jurad. Tl
detained

Foston

BIOrm

. whoera they
to nnfaromble winds.
Ived damagoe durlng 1
of them wers Iving
1, In of tha New-York
“-d Rallroad docks a the new Mar
wers clthor driven ashore at Lhis
1 by colliskon. They e :I.-:|-.Ir!:.' [
ratively poor people, who
55 of carrying Iu
oonst to anotler. Fow
Eix vessels were tangloed 4

sevaral

"8 hlow.

or o in the

Eonth Doston, off the Maries- Park .
h'l-l""':l clearsancross the h Lo ""
by the 3

: The ner Maggie Miller bealie from her

amnd drifted against the bulkhead of :::*.-I ."\"..'u
New-Engl ¢ rodder a3

- o i
her gides sohoaner W

gelt, of Wiscasset, RPALE S
t the bulkhs away Jibly
i 8, ‘The

B. Cadies, coas
wa menti il.
the top of t whin-honsa and
The schooner Lncy, bound fo Ca
: daviizs carried away.
drified

tha bu

Sophie

dragped her

ner Annie
the "bulk-

her anchor ar

she chafed her ded avway her
. r George A. Plerce |

away ; also had
slove in. The schooner War St = afoul l'|f p
unknown schooher ; had her stern -‘:-r. 1 and bodad {
jed from the davits, The schoomer Frank MeDaon- :I

1 The s

jibhoom car

¥
ol

lost her jibboom by colllsion with an unknown

Thres small cossters, outward boond—the .]III“H'. .;
of Castine, Me. ; Sea Bird, of 7 ._,: nd Cx I'II1|-'t
Cy of Tremont, Darbed che drifted |;- Y
early this morning, and after chafing for o ﬂ:l.fl-.l :
time, the s parted., The masts,

Ang of each schoone
belng dedy without suppord, fell L :
Tho Darpes Soranton and | t.r-.‘-.,T.-n?.-nH_ d
the Delvwoae nnd Hudson Canal Company, dragged |
their anchors and were driven across the fats Dpear
Bouth Boston, bt were afterward  fowed
anchorage. The schooners Horsld of the M

to & safe |

|'||

sl Bimmons drage chors and for 1er |

Bouth Hoston Twao |
e Falmont dg

lng Company,

E Compaay,
from ;

of Beows,

Ona of ihe

¥
by Iarrixon Le Irom hor wharf, g B
shon -afterward secured with bot little it any damags,
The schooner Joseph Hay, of Bew-Dodford, Capiain
Flsher, arrived al  this port  this morning . from
Hobolon with a cargo of 500 tons of coal. The Joseph
Hay - anehoped ! the Bug Light Thureday might and
sarly 5 I 7 lost both anchors and about ' 1y
Inthoms of clmin Gn el anchor.  She was afterwand
Pleked up by the toghoat Peter W. Froneh snd towed
o Oommerclal Whart hera she w Dlaced I ihe
mud, the schoonar | g badly.  She had about iwn
feet of we
Tha §

Parnell O'Hara, of Doston,
ved at Boston this morning
Eh 0,000 pounds of fsh. Tha
in for a harbor, Shortly aftor
dge near the Bug Light, whish
o vessel to leak iy, The

cansnd

oW Wore Jiepi
bt the pumps, hut in spit f thair effords the wator
Edned on them so LIy that when shn renched hor
dock at T Whart sl e 1 ennk.

The, telegraph telephone wires ars down in
every directlon. On {he line of the AMase

" chusatis
Central Poles are down in g

Lowell  {lin electrln

md 3T3 telegraph
"5"5'0 tw miles long, In
Blunt  suspended operations by order of the Mayor
W0 avold dapger fo the Mioemon w orking among tha
mass of wires which il tha slreets,
Beporls from 14

done on the lan
My .”f

that more damacs was
other male within Ly
reds  lower han

he tides ars 1

1 unning hish, tho walor
ipledely & the heaches, The Chatligm
tog iy lifted from Ha foundations

relvy  da

i‘\'{"\'l‘h] large bulld

moved from thelr fonndati and &mal]

n

the harbor were delven -8

Hartford, Conn., Aprll 3. —Tha a1 rwstorm which sed
In here about 8 o'clock lnst evenin caused a . great
deal of damage to the wires. The snow was damp
and heavy and a high wind during the night helpad
on the work of destruction.  This morning the elouds
cleared away and large Bangs of men were ot to
work repairing the wires for the thipd tHime' this TR
Telephone communication s fmperfoct in the cliy and
all the long distance wires are down in several
directions. The electeln lights were pactian Inter.
fered with durng the night and Bevornl lepliong
wires were burned out at the contral station 84 tha
resull of contuet with ihe electrie light wires Tha
fire alarm cirenft i brokon oy different  points anid
the fire alarm bell rang at Intervals during the night
and fhiz morning, A

oIy
I3 in

Esg

el

hack driver named  Brackin,
while driving ot Capltal-nve.  ana Rroad-sg, ;”H..nl_r
3 o'clock this morning, SEminat an elogiple light
wire.  The lorse wis Iy Kiiled i o

tecelved 8 severe shoelk in
animal.  The snow {s malt]

——
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Rrackin
3% the

trying to unharn
nE now rapidiy,

YESTERDAY'S CONFLICT hid,

UMING WORK
THROUGHOUT THE DISTRICT.

Plea

Monni , Pao

d.—Chlet relzned

No outhreglk has |
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