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fa The prevalent statement that under ulll circumstances nim-
bers of brave, true men are a sufficient defense to any country, : ;
is a palpable mistake. It is certainly inviting attack to present 1
: ,J a rich and beautiful city to the greed of nations that assuredly )
i not yet wholly governed by benevolent considerations. .+ &

M 3 t ,ﬁa} o

?Lh

- : ink that thess
ﬁ.lrll wore carriml by vessels @ Ly nmrmaored, or so nearly so that they conld not
remaln loog oncugh under the fire of lamd batteries to make thelr own Gre dest roe-

thve, we see why granite forts with elght fisot walls were consibered strong enongh

o protect our barbors.  Now, when the ira aroeor of  war ghips has inersysed from

foar to thirty inches, and tlele nrnsnneent comsl=ds of gung anging up to 17 Lgineh

calltwe, weighing more tlaan 100 gk, and throwing projectibes weighing 2,060 |
peatumids, fired with T poands of gowder, having o mazzls energy of forty amd finy
thousand fiest tons, wsl cagmble of penetratiog twenty-five to thirty inches of
wratight fram nearly & milbo away j—of coarso the old forts cannot utulhl.ym-uim the
new engines of war, Zioce 12T eavy onluance hns jporeass] wonderfully in power
anil s, and eqanlly grest Gopr venscats have been msds in powider nmd projectiles.
Furelgn natlons hove spent millions In developig aml perfecting loavy guns amd
v ol o oy theon,  Now, gons are afloat which sosl o ton of metal ssse nine
mibos with nccuncy enoaga to Lk a vity, nwl carrying some ssventy-five pounds of
aftro=golatine, In Awgus:, 1550, & stecl pegectile, wolgling $K ponmls, was fired
fram the @-qon Whitworth steel gan fhroagh eighteen inclies of wronght iron,
thirty=seven inches well packed sand, one and & quarter inches of steel, some heavy
lealks of tlmbor, awd then sixteon feet more of saml; the projsctile was recovored
practically uninjared,  The =-ton gan will miefrale twolly-Ave [eat of granita
and conerete moasonry, or thirty-fwoe feet of best Portland cement concrete. At
Bpezin, in May, 1350, the Armstrong LE-ton bresch:-loading rifle, 17.7-iueh enlilre,
firwd & projectils throngh forey odd tect of sad inte Ui rock belimd, smi the Talian
lind-tom gan sent jt4 projectiie, weighing L2300 poands; forty-six feel into the sand.
Im 1563 mrmored vessels cost aleont two landred Useusand dollars apiece, pow they
eosl sevenieen times as much us the ships our forts were bailt to fight sgainst, and
with this increasel cost comes, of course, proportional Increase in offensive amd
defensive capabilities.  England has o navy of ffty-seven ships, all heavily srmored
sea=going vossels, earrylng the most powerfal armaments.  Tu ense of war with this
nation the greater part of this pavy could be sent wgainet any ong of onr sea-cosst
aitice.  To defend vur const withh o navy alone, ns soame people suggest, is mpmes
tleable, s it woubl require s navy oqual in power to that of Great Dritain in the
harbr of anch of cur large citbes ; this would be necessary, as we conlid not foreses
agninst what pent the attswk wonld e directed.  Cur oaly safely is by baibling
furts cagmble of usonnting heavier amwl botler guns thnn thos: afoat, and having iren
ar sbeel l.rnﬂu_'_t‘_:p' these forts sullicicutly thick o protect the gans and gunaers from
L L
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DELNET TAAIE TUIGS o comity, casily Teoken by natlons pot ex parting n-r&lhllu.n.
Reent wars hwvo ahown s clthos bomburded, and i the nop-combatants ar slven
restsctiable fime to leave the city it fsall that hamauity esn exp LT o
pose that the nival commandors acrims the waters nre humase snoagh to give the
1and children time to | ¥. The two ships nre & oulside the
o south of Poing Loby n miles of the City Hall, ealy & rone
Is heard, followed by anog ¢ soon the sereech of the sholls is followed
by th ash of falling buildings. Shells fll in overy part of the vity, buildings'nr
whatn nuel fire is breaking out in n hundesl dilferent plme The fire doparg-
ment and citlzens ars hely gainst this dual danger.  The sociali=t and nnaeelyist
revel in the wholesale dostrsction, and boed their ruargies to strip and barp 1y
building= which have cscapsl the cuemy ; the Chinanen, lohg suffering aml patjent,
soed o gpecidler way than s hils wont to ae bate wealtls and rotarn rick o @
wil be tmkes 1o burndn i pilla
fisr miemng to meva thensaelves fr
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g Considering the importance of our good navy in performing ;
its true and appropriate work, no one will begrudge the money
cxpended in the construction of naval vessels and armament

and, of course, it i3 wise to have them equal oF superior to
anything they may cncounter. h._,p-ﬂ.i* s

It is,qnhqnarﬁw.uﬂMum-b«otuid. well to plan wher- |
ever practieable, fir substantially thred Jines of definse for o
harbor like that of San Franciseo T an onter one of war shipe,
a gecond of torpedo boats, and a third of fortifieations, inelud-
ing, when necessary, floating batterics.

To resist an encmy approaching the Golden Gate or its
vicinage from the sea, it would afford great satisfiction to the
defenders, and probably more to the defended, to have, as we [
did in our great battles, a good observing foree and abundant
reserves; yet with our present naval strength, San Franciseo
should not depend on the outward line ; but rather upon the
proposed torpedo boats well equipped and manned, the essential |
toating batteries, and mose of :u]I! upon  the several permanent [
ﬂ:rliﬁ::.“l-ulls: to be well Tocated and well " Constructed, ant et |
in good working order.  Upon these San Franciseo may rely,
a5 she does upon her good police, her superb fire department, e |

amd pon her arnmgements for water, sewerage and light. W
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