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A toast respectiol Lo by M?fm- General O Ou HOVARD, Us Se Army,
at the Ammual Dimner of the St«Nichelas Seeiety ab ﬂazmamam
MMcr Gth 18534

M President and New Yoricers:-
I thank you and St«Nieholas

Sor your wam receptioy and for the novel and entertaining
subjeet * The Us Ss Armgn"®

You say: " Ah, General; how is tha-{my 7" The Amy is
precty well, I thake you ¢ A New-England Grendfather would
angwer: " lle tg tolerably this evening, bateing his late
¥ attack " About Thamkcsgiving, every year, the Amy has a
ehronie ailment. Not being a Surgeon with proper rawk, I can-
noi diagnose His condition; mor even suggest the renedies. Put
this year It scems, aecording to Medieal Dailtes to be a com=
bination of CIRIN=~LOCU=-BCONRIO-PARALYSIS in the region of
its clerical limbe

By the way, friends of StNieholasy &fier minee ples, nuts
@d ralginsg of Thanksgiving day, I had a remaricable drea.
muz.zy’ whien GESWIRGNG dreaming I appeared to myself Lo be wide
wmaices This strange dream, whieh doubtless the early prospect
of an interview with StWicholas greatly eolored, pute the
whole present eondition of his Majesty, " The Amy * into the
eonereleé.

I geoned to be on a populous hill set aqpart for last
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graduates from military service to elvil life. I had a fine
set of field-glasses whieh would have delighted General Thomas,
the congueror. I was recommoitering one fair day, when I be-
held before me a deep, broad valleys In the midst of the
palley, I caught sight of a curicus groups

The ceniral figure facing me, was a huge Being, full of
lire , which eonfusedly amid its praneings took the fom of a
Grand Arabian Horse, with footmen on one flank and bjgola
rider on the othem The neeir and head locked like three dis-
tinet mem,=- ma-.s‘am’lmd Celt, comingled, face straight to
the front, ~ negro o the left, - and Indian, half-right and
half bekind. A huge placfard mng on a cord of red, white and
blue dropped from the neek upon the breaste. As I goaged stead-
ily amd long, I read Che name on the p.zadard : ,

* ANBRICAN AR, "

At the instant,I diseovered three figures, a8 If apart ai the
three angles of an alli-embraeing horizontal triangle; one was
@ handsome youngoefficer of slender build, unwinding a huge
rell of red tape, and handing it wp to the tri=form ereature;
the seeond figure, an Army Surgeon, W m::;llxw a white
material, like the fape in narrouness, and passing it up bo
waiting hends; and the third, a woman who In the midst of blue
rfbbumiklmﬂy massed about her feet, was pushing it wp
gorroufully to the same absorbents. She was evidently an
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Army~-widow and a Pensioners

The Greal Abnormal Crwature was braiding the red tape,
the doetor's roll, and the blue ribben iIntoc a strong cord of
red, white and blue. Colls and eoils of this strong cord were
all around. Bundles of eontiraets, medicine chests, invoices
and old saddles, ele., ebes, ebe., were btiled up iIn tapes and
rolls and ribbons, separate; while men and horse and bieyele
and larye ikings were bound with the three-ply ﬂrd.

SuddenXly there shot between me ani the fmm,\ﬁﬁg
and I rasted my field-glass on the shadow. At last i1¥ owne
out, that ls, materialiged Iike Great Ceasar's (host. It s
@ big Unele Same Threc jolly marines were at the foot of a
tripod of exceeding helghts I raised my field-glass and sav an
enormous hook at the tep; and that, with that veritable three
eolored eord itwisted arvund Unele Sam's neok, by means of an
ordinary bloek and falls and the hook, they were choking Unele
Sam, and 1ifting him, aecompanying their pulls with 5= nerry
satlor sonos. |

I trembled for poor Unele Sam, as I always did in battle-
defeat - when lo ¢ « sprighlty betng as bright as the morning
light, and ae boautiful as the maidens were when I was Young,
suddendly brokte upon the seene, and potsed in mid-air above
bhe groupy with curved-bladed seissors out the sitrong eords
abope the head of Unele Same Ne dropped on his knees, and held
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up both hands, full of joy and thanks at his salvation. A
glean of intense bbyphtw brighiness like that of the Navy-
Seareh=-l1ight now showed me a name in her erowm; Il was
#* THE AVGEL OF THE PRESS. "

But that pas not all; for there now approached, eoming
into the brightnes , walking with slow steps and bended fom
a splendid old man. Nis locks were white, but his eye was un-
dirmed and his step was firm. Byerybody ewcaept the Angel of
the Press appeared to fear hims He oried withh a strong com=
manding voiee: * Bredc not o shred of the Red, White and Bluol”
All who had been joyously shouling paeons Lo the Angel of the
Press, now bowed reverwntly o the 0ld Man, whe said: Remember
me, I an ® STAIUTE IAW, *
Ok ¢ How ean I tell you what followed ! How three grand Noble-
men of Neture's build stood behind old " Statute Law"; the
middle like the President, the right like the Viee~President,
and the left like the Spedicer of the Houses
Over theilr heads floated a bamer with this inseripiion:-

. e ———

e ST PR S e i et I L SRRPR SRS U N

" The Mills of the Gods grind on,

" England and Mexico and Confederates’
" Through Red, White and Blue have fallen,
" Never break the cords of State."

s e e w e - .

-

Jehind the three worthies came Congreas in two throngs
t’uw’ﬁ(uﬂ a_ﬁ&"‘

and ythe majestic Supreme Court, . defended by the Corps of
ﬂﬂlfW‘K
Cadets ani MNP //ciional Cuards under ams; all the unarmed
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ligted up their hats and eheered Unele San as he flew to the
Jront and appeared on a high pinnasele leading CONRBIA by the
hands Columbia with extracrdinary beasty and self-poise faced
the youthful, radiant, sanguine Angel of the Press, ani saild:-
¥ MNush, hush, oy ehild; - Feonomy is not always eeonomic® -

¥ Never takke a shred from my conserpalive eords of the Red,

* White and Bilue."

Over the whole group now came an eleelrie amh—bﬂ
inserib ipear let - 7 »

A
Grona Do dordd ¢ ¥ ¥ Hhs kﬁ}w
NN el LR NP b e
¥ are Columbia's p¥e Qﬁ: o3 i }f* B R
¥ tion and (T ol the Wﬁ@

In spite of the varying effects of my Thawkcsgiving niqdhé=
vision, I awoke with joy and gladness; and found *S’#n"frélal
elapping hands at my side. !

in large

Governor's Islang, VeVasla
December Sbth 1893,

O« O« HOWARD,
r"r:rﬁ{fﬂ?" m'm}' gl J.S‘I AW'
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