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Dur Indians of the Southwest,
Ey Gencral 0. 0. Howard.

Article Seeerd Thind.

We now change our course aiming toward the Southern part of
Arizona. At Fort Payard, which we take en route, the officers ex-
tend to us a hospitable reception, and we replenish ourselves with
all needed stores, Put after leaving Bayard, for a time, our thouge
are turned away from the main objedof the expedition by the inhab-
itants of the country, who were watching our movements with various
signs of suspicion and hatred, 'It is indeed a wonder, .a problem r¥g
easy of solutim} what becomes of the vast maltitude that at the end
of every month are discharged from the jails and penitentiaries of
the world. Formerly a wave of population which embraced Huchband
counld be traced from the lower Texas frontier northward to the
Pritigh line - a wave which left its foul detrition both along and
beyond our borders.

Now however as this frontier has disappeared the populationdl
having surged quite across the continent, we lose trace of the jail
element, except where some Alaskan colgers or mining canyons, have
caught and held these pestilential people. When they are met with,
they are easy of recognition. ‘'hey are cowardly, foul mouthed ag-

cusers of each other,and vicious, Such appeared the mining corner
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through which our way led, Mfeeing the indians in our party, they
barred their houses, or fled from them in terror, alarming the
neighborhood., At the little town which formed the mueleus of min-
ing pperations the crowd pressed c¢losely upon us and so persistente™
ly saluted the indians with gibes and thrcata,tﬂat they became
alarmed for their safety. By keeping Ponee and ©hie as ymach 4in the
background as possible and by conecilistory speceches we succeeded In
gsoothing the mob., It was difficult to defend the “*peaece policy®
to them. They declared “it was milk and water.™ -It would do well
enough if it could be earricd out,® “Nobody believes it can be,?
Such moderate exXpressions were interlarded with unending profanity
and Fillingsgates Fortunately for us, after considerable parley
and faetious opposition they consented to let the trial be made,
and to alln;ﬁ?s the hated Indian scouts ag the essential instrumente

Ten miles beyond this mining village a party of prospecetors wag
SaNlenad crncountered, The leader, a prominent citizen, who had had
a brother killed by Apaches; catching a glimpse of the two of the
hated race, saluted me with a horrid vath, and deglared, that he
meant to kill the indian seoundrels on the spot. One of our number
fearlessly meeting him saids "Sir; you will kill me firstl® and
while he gazed steadily into his face, the bitter man changed his
purpose, dropped his rifle by his side and muttering something aboul
that "™damnable Peace poliey which allowed savages brutes to go at

”
largegrode off without further ado,







Hothing is more wonderful to ones bred in s gity, than she ex-
hibition of skill on the part of indiang and frontiersmen in the
seeing of everything indicative of the nearness of animal life and
in the knowledge and quieck interpretation of sign-language, for ex-
ampleg FPonce is riding by me with his eye on the ground; in a lazy
fashiom; when of a duddén he cries outs 'A}:‘le&r, a deer,®™ and springsS
up the side of a hill, rifle im hand, like a trained dog, following
a fresh track which was so faint, that it escaped other notice ex-

h-.tru_‘.fnﬂ-l{,‘_,
cept his, Again a few days later, he was lying prone patting his

horse's neek as he walked along the beat&i\trail. & single horse-
track caught his attention, he immedistely followed it and it toek
him off at quite an angle from the diceetion in whieh we were mov-
ing, In a few minutes he galloped back, c¢alling wut “Apache, Apa-
chel® I asked Jeffords %o explain to me how he knew, that it was
an dpache, Ponee laughed quite heaftily at my simplicity, and then
answered, #feet small, pon¥ nod shuestndian, horse go all around
liked#Apaché, "WAmerican ride straight ahecad.® The result of {inding
fhiszs horsetrack led to a larger party's trail. Ouvr indians soon
told us that these stranhgers, as yet invisible belonged to Gochise,
were riding mailes, ponies and Amefican.hurSE3 < all mounted; that
the cavalcade consisted ofm men, women and children, Putting our-

gelves upon this scent without sight of indian of white man, fof
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two days longer we wind around among the sand hills and through the
o Margyillen

wastes of Fastern Mew Mexico, till the Stein Peakﬁyountains begin
to rise and stretch themselves aeross our pathway, At the feothill
the indians* made all ¥ keep together and follow the lead of Chie
who proeceeded in advance some two or three hundred yards. Although
this eouantry was treegless, except in the mountaing, ¥et here and
there were found shoots, straight and tall; whieh had the firmness
of a drv corn stalk. They were covered with long bladeslike leaves
lopping around them., €hie set fire to these shoots one after an-
other, Eaeh flashed up quieckly and emitted a small cleoud of smoke,
I said "What does he do that for, Ponee?® He answered, "Paz, -
#Momo Paz". i.e. Peace - Smoke Peace,

The great dang®r to miners, prospeetiors or 3oldiers, while
grossing this arid waste, arises from drouth. Frem spring to spring
where there is suffieient water to sustain 1ife, the reaches are
often too great for one day's travel, Even the Indians, sometimes
guffer greatly for the want of it, Just ahead a little way up the
mountain was s famons spring. There was not anether knoewn to our
Indians within forty miles. Imagine our disappeintment in finding
here, scareely water enough for the men. As soon as ghie came to
this spring, he began to bark, imitating to perfeection thc coyete.
An answering bark was heard at a distange, from behind a large rock.
Chie bounded up the height and disappeareds In a few moments %Two
indiang were seen quietly deseending the steep toward us., It was
Chie and a stranger, While stolidity of behavior is net, as has

been often stated
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been often 3tatedxa special characteristic of the indfan, yet there
is mach of it affected at the beginning of an interview, Ouar
gtranger ate some crackers, drank some goffee and smoked a pipe.
Then without further remark turning toward Chie, said®I must guf
He immediately left and ran up the height. Ponece also left us for
a vigit to the new found friends.

Cochise's scout, for such was the stranger indian, soon returned
with his family. He was mounted with his c¢hild behind him, while
hig spouse like the wife of ’neas, followed him on foot. Ponce
soon appeared in another direction conlheting a party of ill dressed,
dirty looking indians. Evidently no water had been wasted from
the scanty spring in such laving luxury.

One old woman, wrinkled and haggard was a repudiated wife of
the robber chief., Soon all were the best of friends. BSixty strange

indimwith our party of eight were eating, smoking and chatting,

!
while RTheir animalsiwith ours on the large plat of grass close at
hand, were quietly feeding.

Next morning we are told that Coghisge 4 still more than a hune
dred miles distant. ¥one of these who were evidently located here
for a watph, dared go with us, They insisted that we must diminish
our perty., Three turned off to Camp Fowie to join the wagon already
gone thither,

There werec now only five, three white men and two indians,

As we ascended the mountains and appeared to be plunging into a

wilder and more pathless region than ever, Captain Sladen came to
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me and said: "Dont wom think you take too mmeh #isk. Eight could
have made some Pesistance but how is it with only fivet® [ replied
*The wisk is indeed great, but I have thought the matter over care-
fully and feel constrained to proceed. I fhought of the Seripture
woPde of comfo¥t: He that saveth his 1ife shall lose ity bu% he
that loseth his lif; for my sake, shall find It."

This day's ride of forty miléde was tedious in the extreme, The
atmosphere was dry. The stn beat upon us with scorehing powers
There was no water anywhere, The animals suffered as mueh as the
men from thirst while they toiled on. "Chie and Jeff@erds promised
a delightful spfing near the Ghirieahna range. At sun down Chie
deviating a 1ittle from the route rode to a hollow where he had ex-
peeted to find water, JFut there was not one drop; The spring was
drys W®o we pushed forward with deereasing hopes, following the
ﬁulchealhighEP up the mountain, Just as twilight was fading info
night, we saw on our right seme black, perpendicular rocks, Coming
gloser, the glad sound of water trickling down inm severeal strcams

wWoed ed_
’E' heard. AT their foot we diHCGVDE\B well filled basin hellowed

in the rogks, Imagine the joy at the dizseovery., How glad we were

to drink at this fountain and 1ike Rebecea give fo our animals alsa,

Sulphur Springs.
Under the same gloudless sky, and a sun unrelenting in the dif
fusion of its hea@ted rays, we toiled on over the Chiriealtias and

agross the broad, dry Sagebrush Valley, that touches in deceytive







7
nearncss the Dragoon Mountains, whieh ragged, grey and 1o0f%¥y have
intercepted all western outlook.,

Our.- course is oblique and crﬂssa%hpamp Powie and the Tucseon
wagon rnad'tWenty five miles from the Fformer at Sulphuf Springs.
llere a Mr, Rogers; who was afterward murdered by indians, kept a
trading pest, Here the stage horses, when the line was open, were
stabled. A8 an outpost for Qamp Bowie there was stationed here a
small detachment of soldiers. How surprised the men were to sce
our dusty party come upon them from the flanking desert, Addressing
mine host, we say: "Wr, Rogers, can you give ms anything tﬂ-aat?”
"“No, no, ™ he answers™ "but I have enough to drink.® ‘But we dont
want whiskey,® "Pomrt want whiskey! why not®" He asks in astonishs

o} Solabors
ment "It is geed whiskey,* The little garrianr}’\
shared their bread and bagen with us, and brought us excellent wa-
ter from the spring., Here we remain withuut.explanatiun, a grouap,
mysterious to the gaprison, tdill gthe bright stars had replaeed the
sun, wheén in silence we saddled up and moved away towatd the Dragoon
Mountains,. When we had at last passed the broad valley and hegun
to aseend the foot hills of the range, we made a dry camp, and waig-
ed for-daylighti Without breakfast, the party set out again, at
sunrise; and kept on for a few hours until, as was muach desired,
the noise of flowing water was heard, It proved a clear Eﬂal moun-
tain spring. WHere breakfasted animals and men, taking a refreshing

b b =0 3R =1
two hours rest, The DPragoon Mountains ff* at hand,
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Ponece and Chie show us a gap in the range, that looks in this
morning light like the fresh cut of a Railroad. “Shall we go thero
asks Jeffwerds, Ponge answers: "Wo, not yet.™ Cochise is there,
we mist go through toc the other side, taking the next gap., He will
not let you go straight to him,*

However hombling fo our pride, like Dante in his Inferno, we
as implieitly followed our wise guidey who in brief Spanish gave
for his improhables as good reasons as the shade of VTirgil, Along

s BT
the streams\Yaseending angdeSGGndinﬁ the ridge a fair pathway is
found, so that early in the afternoon; the other side is reached.
Here Chie made signs to unsaddle and proceeded to free his own pony
from the girth,., He had led uws to a pretty, shady oak with branches
low, broad and thiek, which invited to repose. The slopes were
eovered with exeellent grass, while a sparkling brook danced along
close at hand. Cliie had hardly placcd his saddle and blanket un-
der the trec, when withoWt a word, he bhounded off over the roecks
and erags, in the direetion of that:railroad.eut: All day wé had
been making at intervals in cifeular otder, five fires., This device
was te tell of our approach, how many in the party, and that our
missdom meant peacé, PUt as yet there had not been a tespon=
sive smoke, not even the footfall of a horse to indieate the prescnge
of the redoubtable chicftain or any of his clan. Chie guickly dis=
appeared beyond the rocks in the deep canyon, We proceeded o pre-
pare the dinner, write up the mnote books, and ctherwise in camp

ways, g¢onsume the time until his peturn, for we understood by Puncea
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help that Chie, like the young shepherd of Israel, proposed to

beard the lion in his lair.

.

1r&f&

Near night two indian boys fourteen and ten came riding leisure
1y toward us, from the wesi. Both were mounted on the same hofrse.
For bridle they had a small rope, tied to the under jaw, with a lopp
oyer the negk, The boys dismounted, looked us over carefully, scages
1y speaking; then sitting on the ground, they delighted themselvas
with our crackers and coffee., The repast finished, they said to
Ponce, that Chie had come to their lodges, [pointing toward the
neighboring gap, where ﬂhie had disappeared,) and that he wanted us
to join him, In a trige horses and mmales were saddled and we haste
ened away to trace out unknown paths before the sun should disappeam
The boys acted as our guides, though they refused to ride in advances
One of them took a great fancy to our cheerful friend Captain Slademe
He eyed every article of his e¢lothing, admired his belt and pistol
and did not neglect to examine with care his horse and‘;quipmants.
¥t would net be surprising if the good natured young savage, covets
ed these luxuries, and thought in his gypsfy intellecty,that they
might be his in the event of his chieftain contimuing the twelve
yéars war, for a space long enough to "take in" our paftys 9till
he gave no hostile look or demonstration, and surely suspicions

after danger, are needless,
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Winding around the foothills, we followed a erooked stream,
back through a narrow pass, having a moderate ascent, into the wvery
heart of the mountains, The sun had set, but there was sufficient
light for us to get glimpses of our situation. A small band of
indians were waiting under some trees. [ looked arounds Here was
a natural fortification -- Canyons to enter by, and canyons for
leaving, The plat was environed by a natural wall, varying in
height from one to two hundred feet, It enclosed thirty acres of
grass land, having a ecienega, or small swamp near the center, Many
good, abundant springs were tributaries to a fine spring of water,
whieh intersected the area. We pitched our camp beneath a tree
amid a throng ef theszse wild people, who at first appeared happy and
eurious, Soon Tygee, the camp commander paid us a visit, ceremoni-
ous and courteous enough, but there was no word from Cochise,

At night the children came and laid down at our feet, on our .
blanﬁets. I knew that this meant peace for that night at least,

and so slept without apprehension,

(?!2;'/€£ziﬁ/f,aﬂﬁw4%;z .

The next morning, just after breakfast, when we had begun to

be anxious as to what we should do next, a singular ery was uttered
gome distance off, and Ponce declared, with animation, "He is coming?”
Immediately preparations were made by the indiang near me for

regeiving him, by widening the cirecle and placing a blanket on the

ground for his seat, All were silent and the scene presented was
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not unlike that of a congregation waiting for their pastor to enter
and open the service,

In a few mimites there came rapidly down a ravine a single
indian, who looked very fierece as he approached, carrying a long
lance in his hand, He was short and thiek set, and painted in that
ugly way where vermillion is combined with black. As soon as he
reached us, he dismounted and hastened to Jefferds standing near by
and embraced him very warmly., Jefferds said very quietly, "this is
his brother." Yeither Jeffords or any of the Indians ever spoke
the name of Cochise, They called him in Spanish "mi hermano." In
Apache Schicach® mﬂahing‘%y brother",

I had hardly been introdueced to Cochise's brother, who called
himself "Juan", when a mounted party following came in sight. This
gonsisted of a fine looking Indian, accompanied by a young man and
two indian women. It was Cochise. He dismounted and saluted Jeffw
erds like an old friend. He then turned to me and I was prescnted
in this phrase: "General, this is he; this is the man." As I took
his hand I remember my impression, A man fully six feet in heighty
well proportioned, having large dark eyes, and face slightly painted
with vermillion - unmistakably an indian, hair straight and black
with a few silver threads toueching his neck behind. He gave me a
warm grasp of the hand, and said very pleasantly: "Buenos dias.”
His face was really pleasant %o look upon, making me say to mF561f;
"How strange it is that such 2 man can be the robber and m:-derer'

so much complained ofe" In my frequent interviews afterward, I
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perceived that when conversing upon all ordinary matters he was ex-
ceedingly pleasant, exhibiting a childlike simplicity; but in touch-
ing upon the wrongs of the Apaches, in publie couneil or on horse-
back, in fact when he considers himself to be specially on duty as
the Chiriecahua Chief, he is altogether .another man.

We walked together and sat down side by side on a blanket, be-
neath a fine spreading oak, which sheltered us from the scorching
rays of the sun. The attendants of Cochise were hiz son Matchi, a
lad about seventeen, a wife about thirty years of age and his zistem
As soon as his sister reached Ponece, she sat down by him and taking
his hand, began to weep aloud. It was a very sad wail, and contin-
ued until Cochise and I passed under the oak trees It was the weep-

ing over a matual friend or relative the two had lost.

Already a cirele of indians, men, women and chdildren, gave
form and interest to our proceedings. Cochise first gathered from
Ponee and Chie, everything that they knew of my history and designsa.

It was well to have two such good friends to create a bias in
ouf favor ; After this questioning he turned to me and said pleas-
antly? "Will the General explain the objeet of his visite"

I answered: "The President sent me %0 make peacc between him
and the citizens." He Feplied! "Nobody wants peace more than 1 dos
I have done no misehief sinee I came from Cafada Alamosas Tut I am

poor, my horses poor and few. I might have got more by raiding the
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Tueson road, but I did not do it."

He acknewledged that he had twelve Captains out of camp in
different direetions getting their living as robbers do.

Our plan of making a common reservation on the Rio Grande, for
hig and other indians was broached. Cochige replied: "I have been
there, I like the country. Rather than not to have peace, I will
go and take such of my people as I can, but it will break up my
band,* Why not give me Apache 'aas? Give me this and I will pro-
teot all the roads, I will see that nobody's property is_taken by
the Indians,.," As he said this, his eye flashed and he
lifted his chin a little proudly., He evidently desired to gain thd®
controlling point, I replied: "Perhaps the Government
would do that, but I deemed it vastly better, for him and his peo-
ple to go to Alamosa, Five rivers were there for the indians. The
Rio Grande, Alamosa, Rio Megro, the Palomas and the Percha, afford-
ing fine planting grounds in their wvalleys; good grazing for thou-
sands of cattle, plenty of mescal and good hunting in the mountainse

The mescal is a wild plant, forming Around a central stalk,
like the cabbage. The leaf is bayonet shaped and stiff, with a
pointed extremity.,- The Apaches make several dishes from it, some
palatable and sweetish like the Pine-apple. The drink from it is
somewhat stronger than the ordinary hop beer,

Cochise enquires: "How long will you stay? will you wait till

my Captains come in and have a talk?" These were startling
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questions, but one rmst not betray apprehension to a savage. So I
declared: "I came from Washington to meet you and your people. I
mist stay as long as necessary." x

Appearing pleased; he immediately despatched messengers, and
said it would require four or five days to assemble his captainsy

Novwg his manner changing, sometimes plaintive and sometimes
fierce, he reecited the wrongyof the Apaches, "We were onece a
large people, covering these mountains; We lived well, we were at
peace. One day my best friends werc seized by treachéry, they were
mardered, The worst place of all is Apache Pags, There five indians
were killed, Their hodieg were hung mp and kept till they were
skeletons, WYowsAmcricans and WMexicans kill an Apache on sight. I
have retaliated with all my might. W¥y people have killed Americans
and Mexicans and taken their property, Their logses have beéen
greater than mine, ®ut I know they are many and we arc few. Apae
ches are growing less and less every dayr Why shut me up on a re-
gservation? We will make peace; we will keep 1% faithfully. Put

let us go around free as the Americans do. 1et us go wherever we

please.® I answered: "That all this country did not properly
belong to the indians. «All God's children had an interest in it.
Therefore to keep the peace we mmast fix meets and bounds, Such a
peaeée as he proposed would not last a week. Should some roazgh pro-
spectors, well armed, fire mpon and kill a portion of his band, or

should some of his wild young men take the livez of the citizens,
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the peace would be hopelessly broken.®

After considerable more complaint and pleading he saids ™The
Americang began the fight." I said im reply: @A large mumber
of our people agree to what yYou states MNow they wish all such hor-
rid work as war, marder and robbery to cease.' He smiled pleas-
antly and said thoughtfully: ®I am glad you came,

It was now proposed to send Captain Jladen for the purpose of
notifying Camp Bowie and other military posts of what had been done,
Cochise shook his head and said: "I want you to go, 'the soldiers
will hear you. Jefferds and Captain Sladen can stay here, We will
take gare of them.® Chi# consented to be my guide. All business
being settled we mounted and rode through a c¢anyon to the outside
of our handsome prison, Cochise and several of his indians aceompae
nying us, The view from this point on the western foothills was
grand. Mountains and valleys, rivers and canyons liec bencath yvom
in Ml view. I did not wonder that the indians delighted in their
magnificent home. We stopped under the shade of a tree and leaned
against a large flat stone; As he looked forth, Gochise said; *Shi-

cowah -- my home.

Chie and I set out, due cast, Pollowing a trail 111l night ob-
scured all traeces of its Then we scrambled over rugged heights afid

threugh deep gulghes, sugh as in daylight we would not hawve under=
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takens, I tore my coat to shreds, pricked my limbs with thorns, and
made such poor headway that I was fearful of remaining in the moun-
tains all night. BPut the young indian never faltered, occasionally
he exglaimed: "Camino no bueno," Then we would try again, probing
in another direction., Occasionally I hugged the male's neck, as he
aseended a precipitous height, or pulled him after me along the
gides, where it was too steep to stand still, and at times I slid
down to the bottom of a deep ravine by getting behind, and pushing

-

the mule ahead of me.  He would be going along bravely in a ganyon,
when the leading mule would stop, planting his feet on the very
brink of a precipice,. 80 back we would turn, regain the mountain

gside, work past the precipice and slide down again.

My Spanish was poor and meagre, and Chie's no better, while

hig English was worse, In fact the only english words I heard him
gsay were "Yes sir" and "Wilky way". No words of impatience escaped
either of us, Yet when finally we emerged upon the plain we each

in his own language, with considerable gusto, began to sing,

Having a l1ift over the last twenty miles in Mr. Roger's lumber
wagon, we arrived at the post of Camp Bowie when the sun was an
hour high, having aceomplished fifty eight miles from Cochise's
camp. When we came to the vieinity of Apache Pass, Chie lost his
usual cheerfulness, his sorrow appeared to be gemuine, Jefferds
onceé told me that the boy asked him, who killed his father Mangus

Colorado? He answered ! "The Americans did it."™ Chie then said
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with deep feeling: ™"Why did they do ite™ *It was because they
were bad men," Jefferds replied, 4flter that Chie never referred to

the subject again.

After procuring the necessary supplies from Major Sumner and
gathering up the remnants of oUr party, sent to Powie, we turned
baek, and by dark were going into camp at Sulphur Springs, After
a slight experience travellers will, except in the larger towns of
ﬁrizunaabe careful to sleep outside of corrals and houses. That is
such travellers as prefer pure air and unappropriated gquarters, I
told Chie, he might put his bed with mine, to protect him against
the watchdogs at this station, who seemed ravenously inelined to
bite him, He looked at my bear skin and said: "Shosh ton judah
Apache® That is: "Bear bad for Apache." I told him to throw it
aside and we womld sleep without it. He was a warm bed fellow that
ecold night. It is astonishing how much these open air people ex-
ceed the rost of us in animal heat; going without pants, they oil
their legs contimually with the marrow of the deer; €their skin: be-
comes tough and thick. One indian who had some c¢lothes given him,

off
tookﬁyis rants in a cold snap. He explained that he did it in or-
der to keep warm - the pants were too cold.
The Return.
As it was necessary to pass the I'ragoon range with our wheeled

vehieles, the Tueson road was kept till the western flank of the




» ¥




18
mountains had been gained, Cochise and €apt.Sladen were eagerly
wateching from a pinmnacle and when we were yet more than fifteen
miles distant, discowvered the approach,

The Indians with Pladen and Jefferds spread out in grand array
desegended with joyous speed to meet us., In the night previous, on
a rumor that soldiers were coming, Sladen informed me that he had
the satisfaction of realizing how promptly an indian can change his
bases

We' lay - down that night on the new camping ground. It was cov-
ered by craggy sandstone rocks and situated far up the mountain
gide., Just in rear was a rough bridle path, rendered practicable
for leading up horses and males to the summit,

This camp afforded the best natural defense with a line of
retreat along the c¢rest. Instantly upon the approach of soldiers,
the women, children and luggage, would pass up the height and off,
while the warriors would hold in check and probably destroy their
enemies, horses and men, who might rashly undertake the attack.

Cochise sent his sister, who had authority with a few other

indians with directions to stay by the wagon, near the base of the
mountain and proteet the supplies. The next morning the soldier
apprehension, being somewhat relieved the camp was moved to the
same vieinity. Jefferds and Sladen being sent in advance to plant
a white flag on the top of a globular heighg_which rounded up its

back like some huge BlEphaHt’in the western valley. The flag showgd
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every passcr#by that peace was the oprder of the dav. The women
¢lapped their hands when ghey saw it waving, and I could hear them
say: "§hi tekeh shieslin june," that is *I the flag of peace lovee?

Our home while waiting for the absent indians was taken beneat}

a green oak., @A short distance away, perhaps RTwenty or thirty yards
wag the house of Cochise, rItxgunsisted of a ‘sandstone rock, tweniy
feet high and near it a large szggiseruh oak. ﬁkuuple of boughs,
bushy enough to thieckem the shade were laid against the tree., &
place for sleeping, a little larger than 2 man, was hollowed out

in the grownd., %o mach for the houge, The furniture consisted of
two or three buckskins, two or three blankets, long used; some bows
and arrows, a costly rifle, saddles and bridles; an "ole%, a kind
of earthen jar for water; a little waterprool baskei, two or three
knives and one small tin pail for coffee, The provisions on hand
hung upon a branch of the osk - some fresh deer meat and jerked
venison, either deer or antelope, They had also meseal and a seed
somewhat smaller, but resembling that of the pampkine There was =z

also a pile of Cochise's horse shoes, They are made of thick hide

with the hair down, When about to move, he phts them on, envelop-
ing the hoof, and tying with strings below the fetlock, When he
halts, he takes them effy They are partieularly used for hoprscs

with tender feet and generally on the forefeet only,
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The Tance,

Surely the:e indians were hospitable. The first evening in
the dim light, they gave us a dance of welcome, Imagine two rows,
ags in the Virginia reel, keeping time to the rough masie, two women
moved toward onc man, He followg them as they retire. 4% Times
the men cross ove? and all form one rank, the men facing one way
and the women the other; all go forward and back; suddenl¥y %“he wo-
men face about, the men following suit without losing time; ocea=
gionally all the dancers move around in a eirele, The dram is madgt
as among various other tribeg by stretching a piece of buckskin owvage
an *olo¥ or other vessel, For drumsticks they use anwm
hooped at one end; with this the leader beats time, and in accompa-
niment, all contime %0 sing, If two women have paid special atters
tion to a partner, a forfeit consisting of some present must be
paid. One of our packers, whom the indians called Pi-nal-a-pi,
gtone, a very tall man, upward of fifty years of age, who had been

t

maech with indians, always delighted them when he joined in the

dance, The forfeit was demanded of him as soon as the danee was
over, He exclaimed: "What can I give them?" Ponce said, *havn't
yom two shirts ont" "Sure enough,” he replied, and instantly pulls

ed off one, and gave it. Ponce declared in 3panish: "You'll never

want for anything. A man who gives his last shirt is sure to prospiil
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The Apache Women,

The women whose husbands were absent, to secure predatory sup-
plies, had their temporary homes under different trees, to our rear
and left along the mountain side. Their behavior was good., Most
of them were industrious, srending their time in burning the mesea%'
tanning the skins of deer and taki:mﬁ the childreng

As soon as they proecured a litdéle cotton from ms, they worked
busily in making it up into garments. They wore a short skirt, a
saaqie reaching a 13%%le below the waist and moccasins with tops;
almost all have beads, some a few, and some many strings. These
women were modest in their deportment and free from any exhibition
of wantonness, I did not see one in this camp with the usual matk
upon her, that thedpache women generally have, as a punishment for
adultery, That mark is made by emtting off a portion of the nose,

The Childrem.,

It is wise for a visitor, here as elsewhcre, to establish a gos

footing with the c¢hildren, Quarrels are very apt to brew with peos

ple, who are either indifferent or averse to their soeiety. The

Apache babies are each packed upon a board, sheltered with baske®
works I noticod the mother dip hew child in the clear cold stream,
wrap it 4n a piece of cotton cloth, put it on its curious bed, and
then bind over it & plieee of Blckaskin, leaving the feet and head
completely uncovered, a strap or bail, enables the mother to swing

the child upon her back, resting the strap against her forehead as

wey
she walks. In this her arms are free, and she capries the ehild
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for hours. Prom two years old to twelve, the boys seldom have any
elothing, execept the one strip of cotton around the body below the
waists, At first, the children were very shy, but with a few excep-
tions, a bit of cracker, a lump of sugar or a piece of candy con-
quered their fea¥s, Da¥ after day, I noticed them sporting upon
the roecks in all kinds of plays, usually happy and hearty:s Of
sourse there were the nsaal fallihgs out, followed by alternations
of eloud and sunshines Often they would spend mmech timn.in watch-
ing me while writing and were quite smceessful in imitating copies
that I set 4hem, They amused themselves greatly in teaching me
their language, laughing often, and doubtless thinking me a very
dull scholar.

Perhaps the most interesting feature of this gypsfy life is
the eating. They go a long time without food, execept when they hav
provisions in plenty, then they keep them always ready. 50 agywhen=
ever they are hingry, to eat without any formal table setting.

When we game to €at we spread our canvas table as before dee -
seribed. The meal being ready, I invited Qochise to sit beside me
and if there were room, extended the invitation to any of his cap-
tains who were present, As soon as we were seated, men and boys
would erowd Into every interval, I generally had a man upon my
gside and a little boy upon my knee, as I sat cross legged, both of
them eating from my plate and drinking from my cup.

Nyleshizie, a good looking indian’thirty'five years of age and
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a brother in law of Cochise, Wagh?irst of those absent to return.

He brought a rumor that soldiers were coming, The indians
were frightened. While we were in doubt, this indian drew close to
me, put his arm around me, and expressed his earnest desire for
reage, He trembled very much at the prospect of an attack. The
geare was occasioned by distant glimpses of Captain Sladen and Capte
May returning from a trip to Bowie, This incident, like the night
campemoving, shows in what constant trepidation these people live.

I think it was the }Qth day. Ten Captains having come in,
when a formal council was called. The new comers, several of them,
were exceedingly rough and troublesome. The adjustment of difficule
ties was more trying.We had to abandon, as Cochise had said, the
%aking of these indians with their own consent to Alamosa and finale
ly assented to give them the Chiriecahua Mountains with the adjoin-

ing valleys for their reservation,
The Bpiritists.

After the Council, the same night an Apache prayer meeting was
held in a curious little nook, above our camp. At first we heard
the sound of a multitude of women, imitating the moaning of #%he
wind. This sound gradually died away. Then all sang with words,

At the expiration of three quarters of an hour, a young man, hithere
to rough toward us came, and pleasantly invited us to join the ment

ing. We went and were seated outside the cirele, which was formed
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by the women facing inward. The Chief, the captains and the men
were inside the eircle. As soon as the singing had ceased, one
indian after another would pray or speak without rising. The chicfe
tain"s talks, mournful in tone, were yet the most authoritative.
I could hear him mention Jeffgrds' sobriquet, "Stagalito" meaning
"Red heard®. Our whole case was evidently being considered,
ageording to their fashion, in Divine presence, either of the God
of the earth, or of his spirits.

Surely these were solemn moments, when you could not determine
om which side of the Styx their superstition might land you. For-
tunately the spirits were on our side, for as we learned the next
day, at the council, their answer to the indian incantation had
beens *The white man and the indian are to drink of the same water,
eat of the same bread, and be at peace,"

The object of the mission being now accomplished, we set outl
for a confirmatory gathering at Dragoon Springs, where by appoint-
ment the officers from Rowie were to meet us,

It was an interesting cavalecade, I rode a good, stout male,
having Cochise's interpreter behind me, encircling my waist with
his supple arms. When Cochise was mounted with his face newly
painted with vermillion, his countenance wore an unwonted repellant
aspect. He was immediately the commander on duty., The indians, en
ronte, made several wild charges., I could then easily understand,

why almost any tfain of mules would be stampeded by them,
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Arriving at Dragoon Springs, Cochise located his command with
apparent carelessngss, but really with such skill, that every man
could have been in three minutes under cover in a little ravine,and
in three mirmtes more, if necessary, could have passed behind a
round hill, and have gained the mountains without danger. Cochise
said to Jeffeeds: "I know your party and trust you, but thesc peos
ple from Apache Pass, I do not know., How long have you known thom§
Jeffgrds said, "I never saw them," This was all the talk that pre-

geeded that military arrangement.

Conelusion,

Just ags I was closing this article, some six years after the
events related, I received a latter from Colonel Watkins, the Indiap
Ingpector from the new reserve of these Apaches at San Carlos, He
writes: "I have been among these Apaches for the past month,
learning their ceondition and their needs. In their talks with me

they generally speak of the peace you made with them, and of the

better way of living they have learned since then, You placed a
stone on the "Mesa®, and told themgas long as that stone lasts, so
long the peace shall contime, The stone still lies on the “Hesa¥
and we are still at peace,"

The next words of Col. Watkins, doubtless oo flattering, af-
ford me much satisfaction: "T'he benefit to humanity, the Indians
and white settlers, accomplished by your course among these people

cannot be estimateds It is enough to have lived a whole life timelMl
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I saw a very touching description of the death of Cochise, pre=
pared by L. Edwin Dudley and published in the Independent.

He showed that Cochise kept his promise till death and always
spoke of me with the warmth of attachment., His eldest dgon was e-
qually true, He was taken to Washington three years agoy where I
happened to be on a short visit, Attacked with a malignant fever,
he died there and I was present at his funeral, Thiz 1-ite

This tribe now but a remnant, are consolidated with other
Apaches at the San Carlos Reservation, Arizona. As I understand
they kept the peace, as long as we preserved our part of the agree

ment, and the majority ever since, notwithstanding our own flagrant

violations of the same.
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